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Embracing God’s Truth as a Good 
and Perfect Gift 
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Introduction and Context.One of the earliest writings, AD 45-50.Authored by the blood relative, half-brother of Jesus (Matt 13:55, Mark 6:30), One of four brothers of Jesus; unnumbered sisters. Mark 6:30Leader of the church in Jerusalem. Acts 15:13, 21:18;Cultural revolution: In James’ day, there was no greater time that society needed to come to a place of solid ground. It was a time where double-mindedness, two opinion thinking, was prevalent in society. You could go so far as to say that a cultural revolution was taking place – that is, truths that were held in common by nearly everyone, Jew or Gentile, were changing. Sabbath or SundaySynagogue or house churchRole of women. 1 Cor 11Ceremonial laws apply? Circumcision or not?Show video.James was a man whose life was changed by one fact: Jesus rose from the grave.James embraced this event as Truth. It changed his life. How can we embrace Gods gift of truth in our own cultural revolution?  The title of today’s sermon is Embracing Gods Truth as a Good and Perfect Gift. Join me in prayer. Read text. James 1:16-18.



• WHAT IS “TRUTH”? 

A. That which is true or in accordance 
with fact or reality.  

B. A fact or belief that is accepted as 
true.  

C. When what we believe corresponds 
to what is actually the case.  



1. TRUTH IS OBJECTIVE CONTENT GIVEN 
TO US BY GOD. 

A. Jas. 1:16 Do not be deceived, my beloved 
brothers. 

• The Greek word translated “deceive” has 
the meaning of “to lead into error, through 
ignorance or other; to go astray, into sin.” 
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The opening phrase states, “do not be deceived, …The Greek word translated “deceive” has the meaning of “to lead into error, especially through ignorance. To go astray. To sin.” If I can be deceived and led away from something then whatever I am led away from, that something, is truth. Ignorance. My own desires.My own will and rebellion.  



1. TRUTH IS OBJECTIVE CONTENT GIVEN 
TO US BY GOD. 

• Jas. 1:18 “Of his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of truth, that we 
should be a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures.” 

• Jas. 3:14  But if you have bitter jealousy 
and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 
not boast and be false to the truth. (ESV)  
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Presentation Notes
The word “truth” occurs 3x in James’ writing, Jas. 1:18 “Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.” (ESV)The “word of truth” which brings us forth has objective content; it is by the will and plan of God so that we are the firstfruits of his creatures. We are the “firstfruits” of his creatures. New creation.Our identity is in Christ’s truth. That means that the “word of truth” defines who we are as Christ-followers. If anything defines us other than the word of truth, objective content from God, then we have lost our very identity. Jas. 3:14  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the truth. (ESV) If I can be “false to the truth” then certainly, it exists and we can be deceived and living our lives contrary to that objective truth



1. TRUTH IS OBJECTIVE CONTENT GIVEN 
TO US BY GOD. 

• Jas. 5:19 My brothers, if anyone among 
you wanders from the truth and 
someone brings him back, let him know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from 
his wandering will save his soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins.  
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Jas. 5:19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, let him know that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. (ESV)



 

Jn. 16:13  But when He, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, He will guide you into 
all the truth; for He will not speak on 
His own initiative, but whatever He 
hears, He will speak; ...  



2. THE DECEIVER’S ROLE IS TO CONFUSE 
ABOUT GOD’S TRUTH. 

Three primary areas of confusion: 
1. What God said. Gen 3:1, Matt 4:6 
2. Who God is. James 1:16-18 
3. Whether right or wrong (as God defines it) is 

still right or wrong. John 8:44, James 5:1-6 
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Gen. 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God actually say, 'You shall not eat of any tree in the garden'?" (ESV)  [Satan twisted what God said to lead Eve and Adam away from Truth. The truth was “Thou shalt not eat from the tree in the center of the Garden.] Matt. 4:6 and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, "'He will command his angels concerning you,' and "'On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.'" Again, it is written, You shall not put the Lord your God to the test. (ESV)  [The devil used scripture to tempt Jesus away from God’s will for his life. Jesus responded with Scripture. Truth was interpreted by other truth. The Scripture is the best commentary on Scripture. If I am unsure what one passage means, I find its interpretation in another. Jas. 1:16-18  Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. (ESV)God is the giver of good gifts. I can trust his truth to be for my best.Joh 8:44 You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.When the deceiver causes Christ-followers to no longer see Gods truth as good, better and best, he is changing the nature of Gods truth. Bringing double-minded people into confusion and disunity.What is right or wrong. (God is not the author of evil or sin). God is only the author of good. Sin brings forth death. Scandal about college admissions. This past week, we learned of a scandal that has cost many people dearly. It seems that they were confused about what right or wrong was; or, we might say they thought they were above the law; or that the ends (getting their kids in the top colleges) justified the means, even if it meant breaking the law. Lori Loughlin, one of the key stars on Hallmark, whose roles were cast as the woman who stood for truth, justice and fairness, bought her two daughters into the USC by bribing officials.According to a release from the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Massachusetts, the widespread effort was made by wealthy families to get their children into top colleges by falsifying SAT scores, lying about their athletic skills, and more. ... Some named in the court documents allegedly paid bribes of up to $6 million to get their children into elite colleges, including Yale, Stanford, Georgetown, the University of Southern California, UCLA, the University of San Diego, University of Texas and Wake Forest University, according to federal prosecutors. Loughlin and her husband, …, allegedly paid $500,000 to make it appear that their daughter had been a rower, the indictment states. (Olivia Jade is not currently listed on the USC women’s rowing roster.)  James 5:1-6Someone believed that the law did not apply to them. The law was not absolute, objective. You could buy your way out of it. That breaking it was worth the risk.  They were deceived, perhaps, by rationalizing that real life is like Hallmark, everything, even  breaking the law, has a storybook ending. 



3. TRUTH IS A GIFT FROM A 
GOOD GOD FOR OUR BEST. 

James 1:17 Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with 
whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change.  
Jas. 3:15 This is not the wisdom that 
comes down from above, but is 
earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 
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Gods truth is “from above,” it “comes down” from the Father of lights, God. It corresponds to Gods perspective. Truth must find its origin and reality in lining up with what God says. If it does not find its “shape, its form” from God then it is not Truth.  In our opening slide, we defined “truth” as what lines up with reality. When it comes to the Biblical definition of truth, it must correspond with what God says or it does not qualify as Truth.It is a good gift from God. It comes down from Him to me. It does not originate in me but outside of me. If we are “brought forth” by God and God only brings good, then truth is from him.  Any so-called truth not from him would not be good. Not from culture. So then, church, in the shifting sands of our culture, the way we define truth is critical. Does your truth find its source in our society, our culture, your workplace, your neighbor bridge group, your best friend, your teachers, your president or some other political person of influence? Is it defined by your generation? Then, it is not Truth with a capital T according to James.What about the “ideas” we stand for? Last week, we looked at James 3 as it related to the power of the tongue. One thing we said was that we are called as believers to “stand for our ideas” but not to use our tongue as a weapon against those who define truth differently than we do. That is, regardless of where I line up politically, socially, I am called to “love my enemy.” I have ideas but wo using my tongue as an instrument of death towards those who disagree with me. What ideas do I stand for? But what about the “ideas that I stand for.” I am called to stand for what God stands for; His Word becomes the means by which I define what is true and what is error.  White Nationalist Movement. 49 people died in New Zealand at the hand of an avowed “white nationalist.” White nationalists believes that white people are a superior race to nonwhites and that whites are to join together so that they maintain their white majority, taking on the ideas of Nazism.  They are by definition anti-Semitic, that is, anti-Jewish, anti-Muslim, and unfortunately, many claim to be Christians. On what basis would you advise your sons and daughters that the white nationalist movement is not an movement that they should stand for? Would you say, it is prejudiced, hateful, and violent, or would say that the Word of Truth defines it as a movement that is not of God?Gen 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. Col 3:11 there is neither Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. Rom 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. Rev. 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation, 10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth." (ESV)



4. TRUTH DOES NOT CHANGE 
BC GOD DOES NOT CHANGE. 

Jas. 1:17  Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights with 
whom there is no variation or shadow 
due to change. (ESV) 
Mal 3:6 "For I the LORD do not 
change; therefore you, O children of 
Jacob, are not consumed.   
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Truth does not change bc God does not change. Truth is rooted in God’s perspective.James gives us a “high view” of God’s truth by showing that its origin is in God and because God does not change, it does not change either. What is right or wrong in his day is right or wrong in our day. What about the OT laws? Are you saying that we should be sacrificing goats and lambs as the Jews once did. No and Yes.Ceremonial laws were laws that dealt with Israel’s sacrificial system, rules defining what was ceremonially clean or unclean, and the requirements for someone who was unclean be able to become clean so they might worship God. These laws do not apply today. We do not sacrifice an animal to receive forgiveness for our sins. Christ was our sacrifice and these laws were fulfilled by Christ, in his death and resurrection.Moral laws – the 10 commandments. Certainly, the moral law still applies to us today. What about the traditions that were present in the NT and spoken to by the writers of Scripture? Every man who has something on his head while praying or prophesying disgraces his head. 5 But every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying disgraces her head, for she is one and the same as the woman whose head is shaved. 6 For if a woman does not cover her head, let her also have her hair cut off; but if it is disgraceful for a woman to have her hair cut off or her head shaved, let her cover her head. (1 Cor. 11:4-6 NAU)In other words, the custom of the day in Roman and Jewish circles was that a woman wore a head covering as a matter of reflecting her coming under her husbands authority and submitting to that authority. To no wear the head covering was do be a disgrace to her husband and to the church; to appear as an immoral woman to outsiders. … 



5. TRUTH IS VERIFIABLE AND 
TRANSFORMING.  

A. Bears fruit that proves itself.  
• James 2:14-18 

B. Transformative.  
• Rom. 12:2 Do not be conformed 

to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewal of your mind, that 
by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. (ESV) 
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Truth for James was verifiable. Bears fruit. I mean verifiable in the sense that it can be authenticated to be true. For example, James says, Jas. 2:14-18 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without giving them the things needed for the body, what good is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, "You have faith and I have works." Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. (ESV).James offers faith as something that can be authenticated, verified. He says that true faith always bears fruit. That is, because I have placed my faith in Jesus, I am now indwelt by the HS of God. The HS of God speaks to my spirit and directs me to give a “cup of cold water” in the name of Jesus. The presence of the HS is important bc the HS motivates me to give the cup of cold water for the right reason. In the same way that Jesus loved me and forgave me, so now, I return to someone else what Jesus did for me. My act of service is not so you will think what a kind and good person I am, (which is really only about me) but rather, bc I give to others what Christ gave to me. The fruit of compassion I give is because I have received. My faith in Christ is verified, authenticated, by my actions towards those who are less fortunate. Transformative. Truth for James was transformative, that is what we believe transforms how we live our lives. And, related to this is our belief that not only does Gods truth transform our lives but it does so for the better. Therefore, it is worth standing for and defending because to do so is to seek better the life of another. Falsehood is not true nor is it in the best interests of those who believe the falsehood.



6. JESUS CHRIST IS THE 
EMBODIMENT OF TRUTH. 

Jn. 1:14-18 And the Word became 
flesh, and dwelt among us, and we 
beheld His glory, glory as of the only 
begotten from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. …18 No man has seen God 
at any time; the only begotten God, 
who is in the bosom of the Father, He 
has explained Him. (NAS) 
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