
Mark 2:1-12 
“For the least of these….” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction and Context.Forgotten people. Who are they? Marginalized, invisible, limited, minorities who have no voice; unborn. What do we mean by the phrase? I decided to use the face of the elderly woman again this week, as she grasps her face almost in hopelessness. Paint is smattered on her face. The graphic is intended to be a bit edgy, but then again, this topic can be, too. Our thoughts are that the marginalized people Jesus is talking about when he says, “the least of these” are the overlooked, hidden, the “limited” people among us. We sometimes paint them in a different light so we can make ourselves feel not as bad for forgetting that these people exist; and, we are called by Christ to do something about it. Forgotten people are often invisible, they have no voice, they have some form of physical or socio economic limitation that keeps us from seeing them or can seem so overwhelming that we don’t think we can do anything about them or for them.Sherrie’s Word. The genesis of this series goes back to this past Christmas. As you may recall, about 30 of us went Christmas caroling to the sick and infirmed, the elderly, who could not get out. One of those groups went to an assisted living home to sing carols to the residents. The home was in a suburban area, a residence that had been converted to assisted living. About five residents were in the main area listening to Christmas carols. But there was one room off to the side and as the group turned to leave, Sherrie noticed a disabled person in a hospital bed in the room. She went into the room. The woman had been there a long time. In fact, who would have known she was even there. It was as if she was forgotten. This series is about forgotten people. What are we as believers called to do for about the forgotten people?Capernaum is not mentioned in the Scripture outside the gospels. As a city, it was located on the north shore of the Sea of Galilee. It was a popular fishing village in its time. Its small population existed until the 11th century AD when it was abandoned. Archeological excavations have revealed two synagogues, built one over the other. A house turned into a church by the Byzantines is said to be the home of Simon Peter. Capernaum was the center of much of Jesus’ public ministry, having moved from Nazareth (40 mi away), according to Matt 4:13. In Capernaum, many of the mighty miracles of Jesus occurred:Jesus called the four of his disciples, Peter and Andrew, James and John, at the fishing villageHe healed Simon’s mother there;The centurion’s son (Mt 8:5), the nobleman’s son (Jn 4:46).How can we be mobilized, individually and as a church, on behalf of our Lord for the forgotten people that Jesus reminds us of over and over again in Scripture?Read Scripture. 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first work of the church.Four men. Delayed arrival? The text tells us nothing about those who are with the paralyzed man, only that four carried him. It is possible that others could have been with him as well, perhaps parents, friends. We do not how far the man had been carried; but in my mind, it was likely quite a distance. The reason I say that is the time they arrive. They arrive after every one else. Was it a traffic jam on the beltway? Did the distance require them to make more stops than the average person walking there? We only know that people were coming to see Jesus from all over the countryside. The closing verses of chap 1 says that Jesus could no longer move about openly in a town. He had to stay out in the rural areas just because so many people came. But now he is in his new ministry center, perhaps, the home of Simon Peter, in Capernaum. The people followed him there.’’Their arrival. Imagine their arrival. People are standing outside the front door. Lines of people. They are straining to hear. If the home had windows, they were at each widow doing the same. These four men are not here to hear the Word. They are here for one reason. To bring their friend to the feet of Jesus for him to be healed. They attempt to enter thru the door, likely almost starting a brawl. There is no other entrance. But one sees the stairs on the outside of the house. The most determined, the impulsive one of the group, pushes his way to the stairs and in spite of the steepness, he and his friends traverse the steep climb. They get to the roof and this same determined one, leads the group to begin lifting up the poles that go from one side all the way to the other; and, they tear out a hole large enough for the friend to be let down through. Why not just wait?Imagine the debris that has fallen down among the early arrivals. Imagine Jesus who likely has the most of the debris fall on him. Jesus’ eyes are on the four men for he says in v 5, “And when he saw their faith….”Would you say that someone cared for the paralytic? Care demonstrated by their effort. Their care is evidenced by the effort they extended to bring him to the feet of Jesus. As I think about the love of God, I need only look at the what his only begotten Son endured that he might rescue us from our sins. I need only look at the pain of a father as he watched his son suffer on a cross that he might be able to effect justice. The price had to be paid. And Christ paid it. If you or I are going to minister to the forgotten, we can only do so if we care. If we have compassion for others.  We can only do it if our Lord gives us the compassion to suffer with the forgotten. 



Mk. 2:2-3  And many were gathered together, so 
that there was no more room, not even at the door. 
And he was preaching the word to them. 3 And 
they came, bringing to him a paralytic carried by 
four men. 

1. SOMEONE HAD TO CARE.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The first work of the church.The text tells us nothing about those who are with the paralyzed man, only that four carried him. It is possible that others could have been with him as well, perhaps parents, friends. There is no way to know. But one thing we do know is that those who carried him cared. We do not how far the man had been carried; but in my mind, it was likely quite a distance. The reason I say that is the time they arrive. They arrive after every one else. Was it a traffic jam on the beltway? Did the distance require them to make more stops than the average person walking there? We only know that people were coming to see Jesus from all over the countryside. The closing verses of chap 1 says that Jesus could no longer move about openly in a town. He had to stay out in the rural areas just because so many people came. But now he is in his new ministry center, perhaps, the home of Simon Peter, in Capernaum. The people follow him there.’’Their arrival. Imagine their arrival. People are standing outside the front door. Lines of people. They are straining to hear. If the home had windows, they were at each widow doing the same. These men are not here to hear the Word. They are here for one reason. To bring their friend to the feet of Jesus for him to be healed. They attempt to enter thru the door, likely almost starting a brawl. There is no other entrance. But one sees the stairs on the outside of the house. There were four men carrying him to Jesus. It was not the job for one man. It took more than one. So likewise, does ministry. Matt 18:19-20 "Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father who is in heaven.  20 "For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst.“Act 2:1 When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. Act 12:5 So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the church. Act 12:12 When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. Mk. 1:37-39 and they found him and said to him, "Everyone is looking for you." 38 And he said to them, "Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, for that is why I came out." 39 And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out demons. (ESV)



Mat 4:24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, 
and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted 
with various diseases and pains, those oppressed 
by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he 
healed them.  

1. SOMEONE HAD TO CARE. 



Matt. 9:36-38  When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they were harassed 
and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  
 
Col. 3:12 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience, (ESV) 
 

2. JESUS CALLS US TO BE A PEOPLE OF 
COMPASSION AND CARING.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If there ever was a time when people as a whole look like sheep wo a shepherd, it is now. … Ever a time when they are harassed and helpless, it is now. If there ever was a time for Christ-followers to be people of compassion, it is now. God’s chosen ones



Heb. 13:1-3 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not 
neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 3 

Remember those who are in prison, as though in 
prison with them, and those who are mistreated, …  
 
 

2. JESUS CALLS US TO BE A PEOPLE OF 
COMPASSION AND CARING.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
StrangersIncarcerated. (Not just those who deserve it)Mistreated among us. Bullied. Cyber?Not red or blue, male or female.The Word of God is my guidebook, not my party’s political platform or my “group” at school.



Bartimaeus. Mk. 10:48  And many rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the 
more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" (ESV) 
 
 Matt. 24:12  And because lawlessness will be 
increased, the love of many will grow cold. (ESV) 

• IT IS NOT “NATURAL” FOR US TO CARE.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is not natural for us to care. The first passage I offer is the story of a blind man whose resting place was the dirty road that led out of Jericho. Bartimaeus was his name. As Jesus approached, Bartimaeus cried out over and over again. …. The text says many in the crowd told him to be silent. Jesus didn’t have time for the forgotten blind man.The times we are in “hating” is more natural than caring. Did you watch the state of the union? Whether you are democrat or republican, I hope that the way the two parties treated one another caused righteous anger in your soul. Republican or democrat, male or female. It looked nasty to me. 



Isa. 1:17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead 
the widow's cause. (ESV) 
 
 

2. JESUS CALLS US TO BE A PEOPLE OF 
COMPASSION AND CARING – AND TO TEACH IT.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If there ever was a time when people as a whole look like sheep wo a shepherd, it is now. … Ever a time when they are harassed and helpless, it is now. If there ever was a time for Christ-followers to be people of compassion, it is now. God’s chosen ones
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Presentation Notes
Is caring, H2O, worth it for our children? Our next generation of leaders? Can you imagine the seeds of compassion that are placed in the heart of this young man because his mom or dad took the time for him to pack that plastic bag with articles of compassion? And when he is in the car with his mom or dad and puts it in the hand of the homeless person, can you imagine the voice of the HS shouting, “yes”, in his heart and soul?



Matt. 25:35-40 For I was hungry and you gave me 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, 
I was in prison and you came to me.‘ … As you did 
it to one of the least of these, you did it to me. 

3. GOD PERSONALIZED CARING FOR THE 
FORGOTTEN. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
God personalized caring. Notice the personal pronouns. I want us to leave the gospel of Mark for a moment and take a look at a very important passage in the closing chapters of Matthew. In Matthew 25, Jesus has focused his teaching on the end-times, judgment day to be precise. He says at the end of the age, all peoples will be brought before him. There will be a separation of the peoples. One group will be directed to his right, to the place of honor, and the other group to his left, the place of condemnation. Then, the King, representing God will declare to the peoples on his right side (the side of honor), 25:34, “Inherit the kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world… for I was: hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick, in prison”  There are six conditions that represent the forgotten. Yet, the person that Jesus uses in the passage is himself. You fed Me; you clothed me; you gave a drink to me; you welcomed me. To remember the forgotten is to remember Jesus. To forget the forgotten is to forget Jesus. 



Prov. 19:17 Whoever is generous to the poor lends 
to the LORD, and he will repay him for his deed. 
(ESV) 
 
Prov. 14:31 Whoever oppresses a poor man 
insults his Maker, but he who is generous to the 
needy honors him. (ESV). Isa. 58:10 

FORGOTTEN PEOPLE PERSONALIZED 



Mark 2:4  And when they could not get near him 
because of the crowd, they removed the roof 
above him, and when they had made an opening, 
they let down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 
And when Jesus saw their faith, … 
 

4. IT TAKES ONE PERSON WHO BELIEVES TO 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE. 



 Mk. 2:5-7 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said to the 
paralytic, "Son, your sins are forgiven.“  Now some of the 
scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7 
"Why does this man speak like that? He is blaspheming! 
Who can forgive sins but God alone?" (ESV) 
• 2:9-11 

5. FORGIVENESS IS THE DEEPEST CUP OF 
WATER THAT A PERSON CAN DRINK. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The paralytic (the man who could not walk):Not the words he was looking for. That’s nice but what I really had in mind was that these legs would move.Timothy Keller in his book, “Jesus the King,” explains this parable in a very insightful way. He says that Jesus was making a statement to the man, to the people gathered, about the priority of forgiveness in giving life to human beings. He could have just said, “My son, take up you mat and go home.” But instead, he said something first that was authenticated by his second statement, both of which only God could do. “My son, your sins are forgiven” was authenticated when the man took up his mat and walked away.”Only forgiveness can bring a new life; a fresh start; a new way to see life.  Jn. 20:30-31 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (ESV)



1. Will you decide today to open your eyes and see the 
“forgotten” all around you? 
A. Pray this prayer: “Father, I ask you to forgive me 

for not seeing others with your eyes. Today, I 
repent. I ask you  to put someone in my path that 
I can minister to in your name. “ 

2. In the next week, connect with at least one 
person/group for the purpose of “giving a cup of cold 
water.” 

NEXT STEPS. 



3. Pray for God’s direction and will for how we as a 
church can offer a “cup of cold water” to the “least of 
these” among us.  
• How will you “take a corner” of the effort? 
• Attend the Prayer Assembly tonight at 6p for that 

purpose.  

NEXT STEPS. 
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