
SEEING MY LIGHT OF 
REVELATION 
Luke 2:22-38 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Context.There are two events addressed in v 21 & 22.The first occurred 8 days after birth. The child Jesus was circumcised and given his name.The second occurred 32 days later, on the 40th day. The purification of the mother. Lev 12 required that a Jewish woman who gave birth to a son should forty days after the birth go to Jerusalem and offer for the purposes of ritual purification two sacrifices in the temple. In the case of a firstborn son there was also a requirement that he be acknowledged as belonging to the Lord in a special way (Exod 13:2, 12, 15). In fact the child had to be redeemed by the payment of a fee of five shekels (Num 18:15–16). Though this payment could be made anywhere in the land, the ideal was to present the child at the temple (Neh 10:35–36). And when this was done, the purification and presentation would be done together. To use two turtledoves or young pigeons for the sacrifice instead of the usual lamb and one turtledove or pigeon was actually a concession for poor folk (Lev 12:8). Nolland, J. (2002). Luke 1:1–9:20 (Vol. 35A, p. 124). Dallas: Word, Incorporated.Simeon is about to be released from this divine imposed duty. V 26.The Lord had appointed Simeon to be the public identification of Jesus as the Messiah, the Anointed One, prophesied by the Lord.The “preparation of the Lord” is the salvation of the whole world – Jews, the covenant people of God, and the Gentiles – those to whom the light of revelation was determined for. Jews and Gentiles are parallel beneficiaries of salvation.This child will bring about a tragic division in Israel. He is like a rock that is stumbled over on the one hand, yet, somehow also allows one to raise themselves up. A sign to be opposed on the one hand is also a sign of salvation – yet it will be resisted. So difficult will be the opposition that it will be like to Mary “a sword to be opposed that pierces her soul. For this child will die. The opposition to this son will be so great that the push-back will extend to the loss of his own life, which will itself lead to the raising up of the many.



HALLMARK” VS “HISMARK” 

“Hallmark” version is the fictional imagination that we 
allow to become more than entertainment. “Hallmark” 
version is good! However, the storyline can become the 
expectation for a meaningful Christmas, whether in cards 
or movies, its the air-brushed, perfect, romance, version 
that can end up breeding disappointment. Hallmark kept 
as entertainment is not a bad thing. Its only when we 
make “Hallmark” the expectation for real life.  
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Presentation Notes
Hallmark:At Christmas, Hallmark is the fictional imagination we allow to become more than entertainment. Hallmark becomes the expectation for a meaningful Christmas, whether in cards or movies. Its the air brushed, perfect romance, version that can end up breeding disappointment. Hallmark kept as entertainment is not a bad thing. Its only when we make “Hallmark” the expectation for real life. Hallmark can also extend beyond the Christmas season to all of life. It becomes almost a “romanticist” view that subjectively believes that good things happen to good people (and I am good). I plan on having good health, ample financial resources, a faithful spouse and good marriage, kids not addicted to drugs, pornography, or on the front page of the newspaper for a wrong committed. In short, life is expected to go well for me. If I do have a downturn, then, in the end, it will be righted to my satisfaction. If not, disappointment, depression is OK because it should not be this way for me.Hismark:God decides my life story. I am grateful to God for the “Hallmark” version should he allow it. However, my true satisfaction is in knowing Him. I will find meaning in life by achieving his life purpose for me. When struggles come my way, I will “hold-on” through those struggles. I know that he will often use struggle for his betterment in my life, his glory. I will wait on him, trust him, and serve him all the days of life. His ever-present “finger prints” in my life are sufficient to guide me, to give me meaning and purpose, even in the downturns of life. 



“HISMARK” VS “HALLMARK” 

•God decides my life story because his love and 
presence bring satisfaction and meaning. His “mark” 
upon me is sufficient to guide me, give me meaning 
and purpose even in the downturns of life. Hallmark 
version may be good – but Hismark is real, even in the 
valley of shadows. 
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Hismark:God decides my life story. I will be grateful to God for the “Hallmark” version should he allow it. However, my true satisfaction is in knowing Him; I will find meaning in life by achieving his life purpose for me. When struggles come my way, I will “hold-on” through throw those struggles. I know that he will often use struggle for his betterment in my life, his glory. I will wait on him, trust him, and serve him all the days of life. His “finger prints” in my life are sufficient to guide me, to give me meaning and purpose, even in the downturns of life. 



WHAT MIGHT BLIND ME TO MY 
“LIGHT OF REVELATION” THIS 

CHRISTMAS? 

1. Existing disappointments. Busyness of Christmas. Condition 
of my “spiritual eyes.” Do I want to “see”? 

2. I’m not spiritual enough for Christ to speak to me, or use me. 
I’m not smart enough either.  

3. I don’t have the gifts to be used by God. I am afraid anyway. 
I would probably get it wrong. He should get someone else. 

4. I’m too young (or I’m too old). 
5. He never has before. Why start now? 

 



A. Simeon. 2:35 
B. Anna. 2:36 
C. Mary, 1:27 
D. Joseph, 1:27; Matt 1:18 
E. Shepherds, 2:8 
F. Magi (Gentiles in a 

Jewish world). Matt 2:1 
 

1. God uses ordinary people to 
do extraordinary things. 



God’s fingerprint is to use the ”ordinary”: 
1Co 1:20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world?  
Matt. 11:25-26 …, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, that you have hidden these things from the 
wise and understanding and revealed them to little 
children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 



A. Simeon: 
• Old, unmarried, 

alone. 
• Filled w the Spirit 
• Righteous and devout 

B. Anna: 
• Widow until 84 
• Temple & worship 

2. The only requirement for 
God’s story-line in a life is 
“His Mark” upon that life.  



WHAT DOES THE “MARK” OF GOD IN A LIFE 
LOOK LIKE? 

Lk. 2:34-35 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary 
his mother, "Behold, this child is appointed for the fall 
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own 
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed." (ESV) 
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Presentation Notes
Jesus is the “way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father but through Him.” John 14:6.The clarity of the message of salvation forces people to choose.  He does this:He reveals the thoughts and hearts of many. The message of salvation is so clear it forces you to declare.In your declaration, many will fall; but others will rise up. “Hismark” in your life is:Salvation -  first of all how you have responded to the truth of the Gospel. HS movement - but second “Hismark” in a life is the presence of the Holy Spirit, no longer opposed, but invited in. The HS is the change agent of God that lifts me up in the midst of discouragement, that gives me hope even when the Hallmark version causes hope to be deferred. 



3. WHEN HIS MARK IS IN OUR 
LIVES, OUR HOPE FOR THE 
FUTURE OVERCOMES THE 

PAIN OF OUR LOSSES. 

Simeon’s losses: his youth, his health, he is certainly alone. 
Simeon’s hopes:: 
1. Waiting for Israel to be “set free.”  
2. Waiting to see the face of Jesus, the Messiah.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The text does not give us very much specific information about Simeon and so we are required to “read between the lines.” Here is how I read Simeon’s life:The words “he would not see death until….” (v 26). The statement would have no meaning unless the expectation was this man should have died long time ago. Simeon has lived beyond his life expectancy. That being the case, I would suggest – He is old. His youth is long gone.His has poor health. He has poor vision, suffering from cataracts, no doubt, which meant he did little moving around at night; he is walking with a cane or staff of some type for there is no other way for his old body to get around. He is alone. The text is absent of anyone being with him. I suspect he is thin, bent over, and appears near death. The love of his life has passed. I see him as a widower. Why? Because Anna is. The two are meant to present a picture, a truth for us. God does not discard us when we age even if the society we live in does; if fact, it takes Hallmark to redeem the aging. Also, God does not discard us if we are unmarried, single for our entire lives. That is why the text is specific about how long Anna has been a widow. My guess is that Simeon wasn’t far behind her. He was likely a Boaz that never found his Ruth. His hopes. Simeon was waiting for two things:Waiting (hoping) for the consolation of Israel. V 25.The coming of the Messiah. V 26. Consolation of Israel: Context – Israel under Roman bondage. The “consolation” of Israel was not achieved until 1948 when Israel was recognized as a Nation-state by the United Nations and Jews began returning to their homeland. They had been under the dominion of some outside foreign force since the Greeks under Alexander the Great, 336BC. “Consolation” translates the Greek word, “paraklesis,” meaning “comfort, encouragement, “setting free.” Simeon is waiting for the “setting free” of Israel as a nation. From 336BC to 1948, they were under the dominion of some foreign power. Only post-1948 have the Jews been “set free.” It was not until 1967 in the miraculous 6 Day War that Israel regained most of its promised land. Yet, the Temple Mount has yet to come under its sovereignty. Until that occurs, complete fulfillment of that prophecy will not take place. Its 3rd Temple still remains unbuilt. Simeon would have had to wait almost 2000 years for the partial fulfillment of the consolation of Israel. Yet, Simeon’s life was not defined by his captivities but by his hopes. What has occurred is that he has seen the Lord’s Christ. “Christ” is a title. It is not a surname or a given name. Christ translates “Christos” in the Greek, the promised one, anointed one. It is a technical term that represented the promised one according to OT prophecies. The Jewish prophecies included these components:A descendant of King David. (fulfilled)Unify the 12 tribes of Israel (not yet as to 1st century)Re-gathering the Jews to the land of Israel (not yet as to 1st century)Rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem (not yet built) (not destroyed in 1st century; not rebuilt in 21st century)Establish global peace after the lifting of the burden of oppression of the foreign agent (not yet even in 21st century)The essential difference between the Jewish and Christian versions of the Messiah are as follows:Simeon’s view follows the Christian view that includes the Messiah’s fulfillment of Isaiah 53’s suffering servant prophecies. You see Isaiah 53 pointed to in v 34-35:This child is appointed for the fall and rise of many and a sign to be opposed – and a sword shall pierce even your own soul, to the end that the thoughts of many will be exposed. This is the fulfillment of Isaiah 53, (a passage Jews do not accept as Messianic), “Surely our griefs he himself bore, and our sorrows he carried. Yet we ourselves esteemed his stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But he was pierced through for our transgressions. He was crushed for our iniquities. The chastening for our well being fell upon him. And by his scourging we are healed. Christian view has the Messiah in two appearances, the Jews in one. The first appearance is prophesied in Daniel 9:24. This is the role of the suffering servant Messiah of Isaiah 53. The second appearance is at the end of this age when Jesus returns in the Great Tribulation as the nations of the world have collapsed upon Israel. He rescues the Jews and establishes Jerusalem as the city at the center of the world and the place from which he will user in world peace. The Jews do not interpret Isaiah 53 as Messianic. They see the role of the Messiah as primarily political and military. He leads Israel in victory and establishes her as the seat of world peace. Simeon’s second promise has been fulfilled. His deferred hope has been realized. Messiah is here. If Simeon’s life was defined by a fictional imagination of what life was suppose to be like, Simeon would have despaired long ago. I would even say that his hopelessness would have snuffed out his longevity. Hallmark was not Simeon’s life perspective. Hismark was. God had placed his mark upon Simeon long ago; and Simeon had responded to God as God had responded to Simeon. 



4. WHERE ARE YOU “GAZING” 
THIS CHRISTMAS?  

1. Hallmark storyline reveals the thirst of the human heart: 
A. Emotions 
B. Connections  
C. Traditions 
D. Family 
E. Holidays. 

2. Only Jesus can provide a true Hallmark moment that is 
beyond the temporary satisfaction of circumstances. 
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Presentation Notes
Hallmark claims more than 85 million people watched one of its channels during November and December last year. Hallmark easily won the ratings race among female viewers during the holidays and was even able to rival powerhouse channels Fox, ESPN and Nickelodeon at times for overall household viewership. Aug 21, 2017�“There was an expectation from Day One on what a channel that had the Hallmark brand attached to it would be: emotional connections, traditions, family, holidays.Hallmark moments are great. But they are temporary. Only the face of Jesus can provide fulfillment beyond the moment. 



NEXT STEPS. 

1. How might you “look on the face of Jesus” this 
Christmas? Ask God to show you His face! 

2. Decide to “give Jesus” to at least one person this 
next week.  

3. For the next 6 days, read the Christ story in Matthew 
and Luke’s gospels. How do they compare?  
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