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We’re Not Alone

M

y favorite part of the Advent/Christmas Season is singing Oh, Come, Oh, Come,
Emmanuel. This has been what I most look forward to for over 25 years. That
hymn expresses that ancient longing we have for relationship, for God to be with
us and for others to be with us. We were created to be in relationship with God and with
others. By ourselves, we are lonely people.
Some of you may be familiar with the song Eleanor Rigby. Eleanor Rigby was released
by the Beatles in the ‘60’s. Eleanor Rigby also expresses that ancient longing for relationship. The refrain is haunting, “All the lonely people,
where do they all come from? All the lonely people,
where do they all belong?”
God looks at Adam in Genesis 2 and remarks, “It
is not good that the man should be alone…” (Genesis
2:18). It really is not good that man should be alone.
The past 10 months have been a painful reminder that’s
not good for us to be alone. The social distancing we’ve
had to observe out of concern for public safety has left
many isolated and lonely. The isolation and loneliness
have taken a toll on all of us in many ways.
It’s been hard for those of us who are accustomed to
gathering with others of faith to worship God through
singing, reading, praying, communing, shaking hands,
and hugging to not be able to do so. It’s been hard
on the guys on the inside to not have us join them as
reminders that they are loved and cared for. It’s been
hard for us not to be able to be with them to celebrate
God’s love for all of us.
Most of us continue to worship in a variety of ways,
but it’s not the same as the body of Christ gathered
Rev. Jim Davis
together as congregations of brothers and sisters.
While God has always been with us (God was
with Adam in Eden) it seems we have a deep need for God to be with us in the flesh. God
understands this and blesses us with the gift of each other and the gift of Jesus. The word
became flesh and lived among us. John 1:14
There are many lonely people this Advent/Christmas Season; however, there is good
news. The good news is that God sees our loneliness and comes to us through the gifts of
each other and Jesus to remind us that God is always with us even when we feel isolated
and lonely.
While I long to be together again with our brothers inside and those of you who come
to worship as The Church of the Damascus Road, this period of social distancing and
loneliness has not only reminded me of the value of gathering with brothers and sisters in
Christ, but has also challenged me to not forget that God is with me every moment and to
seek the comfort God provides me in my loneliness and isolation.
You see, we are never truly alone, because God is with us.
When I feel lonely and long to be with my brothers and sisters in Christ, I say to myself, “It sucks to not be together with others, but I’m not alone, God is here with me right
now.” Then I take time to focus on God’s presence with me and allow God to bless me
with comfort and peace in the midst of my loneliness, which God does.
The day will come when we will be together again as The Church of the Damascus Road
and what a joyous day that will be. May we use this time we’re spending in the wilderness
of loneliness and isolation to remember God’s presence with us and be blessed with the
comfort and peace that comes from being aware of God’s presence.
May all of you be blessed with the comfort, peace and hope of knowing Emmanuel has
come and God is with you now and forever.
“Thou hast made us for thyself, O Lord, and our heart is restless until it finds
its rest in thee.” -St. Augustine
—Pastor Jim Davis

Letter from Grandma

I

Dear Everyone,
sn’t this getting crazy? Can’t believe this
Covid lockdown is lasting so long, just
hate it! And miss seeing all of you! Can’t
imagine how much longer this will last?!?
I’m so curious to know how you are all
doing by now with no visitors allowed. Must
be very hard and very lonely. We don’t go
out much, but I do drive to Cedar R a p i d s
to see my adorable, crazy, four-year-old
granddaughter, Abigail.
On January 15th I turn 80, so I hope this
old lady keeps going long enough that I can
see you all again. January 15th is a national
holiday, you know, because it’s my birthday
— or is it a national holiday because it’s
Dr. Martin Luther King, Junior’s birthday?
(grin) You decide!
I pray you all have a blessed holiday
season in spite of it all.
God bless and much love to you,
Maureen “Grandma!” Cameron
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Keepin On

hile we are nogt able to enter in
and join the inmates for worship
and bible study, the members of
CoDR have carried on the life and mission
of the church. In Fort Dodge the men have
been keeping worship services going, in
fact, since no ministries have been allowed
in, many others have joined CoDR for worship, often having to have extra services
because of limits in Chapel.
In Rockwell City the men have been
having regular bible studies.
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Inside News

What a Former Member is Doing

Holy Humor

ack in July and August of 2019, Paul Abbott, former member of The Church of the
Damascus Road, along with his friend, Leroy Wicks, traveled to state capitol buildings, praying as they traveled. They have traveled through approximately twenty
states or more. They feel called to intercede for the body of Christ in each state as they
pass through.
They have prayed for hundreds of individuals from gas station employees to hotel guests
to average Joe’s on the street. Particularly a lady, working as a waitress in Chicago, had
lost her son to gang violence, but she was hopeful and had a strong relationship with
Christ. Then a Hispanic family that owned a repair shop in Texas were arm in arm praying together in their shop. A couple in Wyoming who noticed Paul’s hope shirt and asked
“where is hope these days?” Praising God and hugs followed. On a southern back road
in Montana where a lady from Louisiana was selling flags, she blessed them financially
without a second thought and they prayed together. These are just a very few examples of
the many encounters they have had
Paul and Leroy have discovered that almost all the people they have met had hope and
a sense that they’ll be okay.
The answer is who they long for — Jesus Christ. Paul and Leroy challenge everyone of
us to make these experiences happen in our own lives. Now is not the time to be fearful,
but instead rejoice and encourage those around us. Now is our time as people of faith. You
don’t have to go to another state to do so. People in our communities need the hope we have
been blessed with in Jesus. God may be preparing the way for a revival of faith beyond the
storm we’re currently experiencing. Paul and Leroy are ready, are you?
Paul and Leroy have poured out all of their personal finances in this mission work.
If you believe in this and wish to donate to support this work, please send donations to:
Paul Abbott
1321 290th ST
Stratford, IA 50249

Birds have
bills too,
and they
keep on
singing.

Better Keep in Touch

Jake, the rancher, went one day to fix a distant fence.
The wind was cold and gusty and the clouds rolled gray and dense.
As he pounded the last staples in and gathered tools to go,
The temperature had fallen, the wind and snow began to blow.

When he finally reached his pickup, he felt a heavy heart.
From the sound of that ignition, he knew it wouldn’t start.
So Jake did what most of us would do if we had been there.
He humbly bowed his balding head and sent aloft a prayer.

As he turned the key for the last time, he softly cursed his luck.
They found him three days later, frozen stiff in that old truck.
Now Jake had been around in life and done his share of roaming.
But when he saw Heaven — it looked just like Wyoming!
Of all the saints in Heaven, his favorite was St. Peter.
(Now, this line ain’t needed, but it helps with rhyme and meter.
So they sat and talked a minute or two, or maybe it was three.
Nobody was keeping’ score — in Heaven time is free.

‘I’ve always heard,’ Jake said to Pete, ‘that God will answer prayer,
But the one time I asked for help, well, he just plain wasn’t there.’
‘Does God answer prayers of some, and ignore the prayers of others?
That don’t seem exactly square — I know all men are brothers.’

‘Or does he randomly reply, without good rhyme or reason?
Maybe, it’s the time of day, the weather or the season.’
‘Now I ain’t trying to act smart, it’s just the way I feel.
And I was wondering’, could you tell me — what the heck’s the deal?!’

Peter listened very patiently and when Jake was done,
There were smiles of recognition, and he said, ‘So, you’re the one!!’
‘That day your truck, it wouldn’t start, and you sent your prayer a flying,
You gave us all a real bad time, with hundreds of us trying.’

‘A thousand angels rushed to check the status of your file,
But you know, Jake, we hadn’t heard from you in quite a long while.’
‘And though all prayers are answered, and God ain’t got no quota,
He didn’t recognize your voice, and Hestarted a truck in Minnesota .’
—R. W. Brock
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Get the Flash! in a Flash
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o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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This list will be updated at for 2021.

“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”

Ministry
Supporters
Churches, Organizations & Individuals
Endowment Gifts
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Mission Partners $3000+ per year
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Mary Sukup, Sheffield
Sponsors $2000—$2999 per year
Hands of Hope Conference
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
Morningside Lutheran, Sioux City
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
First Lutheran, Algona
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Extra Milers $1000—$1999 per year
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Christ Lutheran, LeMars
Hope Lutheran, Everly
Immanuel Lutheran, Harlan
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Samuel Evangelical Lutheran, Eagle Grove
St. John Lutheran, Palmer
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
St. Peter Lutheran, Pocahontas
Trinity Lutheran, Moville
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Richard Hersom, Fort Dodge
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Solveig Lundgren, Fort Dodge
Jim and Mindy McColley, Fort Dodge
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City
Friends $500—$999 per year
American Lutheran, Melvin
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
First Lutheran, Clarion
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Lakota
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Seeds of Faith Conference, Glidden
St. John Lutheran, Corwith
St. Mark Lutheran, Sioux City
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Trinity Lutheran, Ottosen
Western Iowa Synod ELCA
Zion Lutheran, Gowrie
Stanley and Marlene Ahrendt, Sioux City
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
George Hedges, Scranton
Rev Margaret Jackson, Fort Dodge
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Dale Siebrecht, Curlew
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rollin Swanson, Fort Dodge
Judith Walrod, Somers
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Is Our Future More Hopeful?

ecently I heard that prisoners may be high on the list to receive the Covid-19 vaccine.
Inside it is difficult to avoid being infected with the virus, since they can’t social distance
in cells with more than on inmate. I have heard of how of how the virus is spreading
in the prisons and how each institution is coping by relocating infected
inmates, sending them to health services or the hospital in Iowa City. So
far, not everyone has been infected, but like all of us in the public, “you
never know.”
As you already know, our reentry ministry has been on hold recently.
We outsiders are not allowed inside, so we can’t have inteerviews in person
with inmates who have filled out applications. Released returning citizens
return to their former communities, old habits and temptations with no
Rev. Carroll Lang supporting guidance from a reintegration team.
When the prisons open up again and our reentry ministry continues, will
it be different? Perhaps a little, as I wrote before, one thing will always be true: 90% of the
success of any returning citizen’s reentry depends on his determination to change, to avoid
the triggers that pull him back to the lifestyle that got him into prison in the first place, and
most importantly, a caring community of Christians who stand with him in his determination
to “make it” in the community. My wife, Judy, and I have been assisting such a person right
now. There’s no doubt in our minds that he will stay sober and clean from now on. That’s a
good feeling for both of us and, of caurse, the returning citizen.
So, what the future holds for reentry, we do not have a clear picture right now, but even
though we don’t have a 100% success rate, people realize we have helped some, and want to
know more. We shall see how that evolves in this uncertain time. Are we all in this together?
—Rev. Carroll Lang

Invite a Council Member

James Rainer

Artists’ Corner

O

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. This allows members of the
Outside Council to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, tell the children, or an adult forum,
or a cross-generational class session, or any
or all of the above about CoDR, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; get permission from your counselor to hand it
to the pastor. It will be scanned and then
returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
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All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside,
to send in articles, poetry, art work, and
opinions for the newsletter. Inmates, get
permission from your Counselor to hand it
to the pastor. Don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Trekel Barker -Pres/ST.. Bradley Bauman-VP
Dakota Reme-Sec.................. Travis Mosley
Doug Young................ Kristopher Crabtree
Joseph Chapman................Quartez Watson
John Lusk............................Matthew Nants
Aaron Britton

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
5:30pm Wednesdays.. Bible Study/Council

Weekly Schedule

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR
on FaceBook
he Church of Damascus Road is now

T

on Facebook. There are currently a few
videos and pictures and will be updated
when more are available. Also check for
updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

FDCF Church Council

Kline Goeders-Pres/ST............................ -Lib
Tim Smith-VP..............................................
Zachary Dye-Sec.................... Troy Johnson
Tanner Rosberg........................ Jesse Flynn
....................................................................
....................................................................

Reintegration Steering Committee

Unfilled-Pres......................Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Candace Booth-Sec........................ Kelli Glasgo
Mark Juhl................ .........................Ed Fleming
Doug Rossbach..............................Dave Bohnet
Jan Enderlin...........................Connie Gustafson
Joyce Phelps.............Carroll Lang-R/R Director
Rev. Jim Davis, Interim Pastor

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres................................. unfilled-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Joyce Phelps................................... Kelli Glasgo
Ed Fleming.....................................Dave Bohnet
Carroll Lang............................... Candace Booth
Connie Gustafson........................... Jan Enderlin
Rev. Jim Davis, Interim Pastor

Weekly Schedule

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied
to include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available
to members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
Carroll Lang, Editor

