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To The Church of the Damascus Road

rothers and sisters in Christ, I’m currently involved in the lives of five congregations;
such is life in rural ministry. We need to work together to provide the best quality of
ministry we can, or we’ll languish as we try to be the body of Christ in the areas in
which we serve. We’re called to be the body of Christ where we are, and the body of Christ
needs all its members working in concert to be healthy and effective in its ministry.
It’s been over six weeks since we’ve been able to gather for worship. It’s hard to not
be able to get together to celebrate God’s goodness and support each other as we strive to
live faithfully and embody God’s grace and mercy in our lives
together. As much as we long to gather for worship and service,
it seems like it may be a while before we’re able to do so safely.
I recently recommended that we suspend worship through the
end of May in the outside congregations I serve. It’s difficult
to know when the Department of Corrections will deem it safe
for volunteers to once again enter the facilities to worship and
serve with the men of CoDR. Pray for us through these challenging times.
The good news is that the men on the inside have been
gathering regularly for worship and Bible Study. Praise God for
that. We have great leaders on the inside who are being faithful
shepherds of the congregations. Please remember them in your
prayers.
We’re nearing the completion of the long-range planning
Rev. Jim Davis
process we’ve been working through for the past 5 months.
The process has been good. We’ve had great participation and we’ll soon be setting the
direction for the future of our ministry. I’m confident we’ll have a sense of where God is
calling us and that we’ll continue to touch the lives of the men who are incarcerated in the
Fort Dodge and North Central Correctional Facilities with the good news of God’s love for
them in Jesus Christ. Thank you for all your prayers as we’ve working through this process
and please keep us in your prayers. I’m hoping the next edition of the Flash will contain
an article regarding where we’re going with the ministry of CoDR. If you have questions
regarding the process or input you’d like to offer, please contact Rev. Jim Davis at 515351-0822 or elca506@gmail.com.
The Church of the Damascus Road’s office is located in St. Olaf Lutheran Church, Fort
Dodge, Iowa. Because of COVID-19, the church is closed almost all the time, and we have very
limited access to our office. If you need to contact us, please contact either Rev. Carroll Lang at
515-571-6566, or Judy Lang at 515-571-5737 or Jan Enderlin, Office Manager, at 515-570-3009.
While we face many challenges in these rural areas, we’re excited about where God is calling us and trust God will bless us with the gifts we need to be faithful in the ministry to which
we’re called. Please continue to pray for us, volunteer, and share your financial gifts with us as
we go through this time of transition. We’re striving to be faithful in obeying Jesus’ command
to visit him by visiting the men who are incarcerated in North Central Correctional Facility,
Rockwell City, and Fort Dodge Correctional Facility. Please join and support us in proclaiming
the gospel to our brothers in Christ on the inside and blessing them with freedom from their
shame and guilt so they might live and serve the Lord with love and hope.
—Pastor Jim Davis

A Peek Inside CoDR

L

ast week I was able to say for the first
time that Church actually felt like
church again. Just to bring you up to
speed, we have been running (3) forty min.
worship services every Wednesday night.
One of the other churches is doing mostly
Bible Studies so we flipped to Worship
services only to give as many people as
possible an opportunity to Participate in their
preferred “church” experience for the week.
Attendance had been dismal until last week
and then tonight we had to ask councilmen
to step out of two separate services so that
we could accommodate all those wishing to
attend. This is a terrible problem to have. We
also have guys wanting to stay for more than
one service in a night. I am also seeing a lot
of new faces in the chairs. We have shared all
of your updates with the congregation and I
will be presenting my proposal for quaterly
distributions to the inside council next week.
Also we are looking for updates on the status
of Story Tellers. God bless.
—Kevin Reid
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Inside News

Holy Humor

3 John (AD 85-95)

W

ritten by the apostle John to Gaius in one of the Seven Churches of Revelation
2&3, and quite probably that of the church in Ephesus (cf. Revelation 2:1-7). John
commends Gaius while condemning Diotrephes. Diotrephes is seen here as being
ambitious and somewhat hostile toward John’s influence and toward any missionaries. There
must have been good reason, and yet John does portray him as being evil, instructing Gaius
not to imitate the man. As seen in 1 John, and elsewhere, false teachers were a problem
for the early church, and Diotrephes may very well have been exercising what he believed
to be caution, protecting his local community against the threat of antichrists that John
had warned of. Regardless, this letter gives us some insight into the problems of the early
church, and its own inner struggles and turmoil.
1
The elder to his dear friend, Gaius, whom I love in all truth. 2My dear friend, it is my
desire that in all things you will prosper and be in good health, just as you are prospering
spiritually. 3I was overjoyed when several brothers(1) came and told me of your faithfulness
and of your walk in the truth.(2) 4Nothing pleases me more than to hear of my children
walking in the truth.
5
Dear friend, you are faithful in all that you do for the brothers,(3) especially given that
they are strangers to you. 6They are proof to the entire church of your love, and it would be
great if you could help them continue their journey in a way God would approve.(4) 7They
set out for the sake of the Name,(5) and they depend on no one among the Gentiles(6) for
their needs. 8It is up to us, then, to do all we can to support their work, that we might also
be counted as co-workers in the truth.
9
I wrote to the church,(7) but Diotrephes, who loves to throw his weight around,(8)
ignores what we have to say. 10It is for this reason that, if I am able to come, I will definitely
draw attention to what he has been doing. His accusative words toward us have not been
very flattering. If that is not enough, he refuses to accept any of the brothers, hindering
those who would help and throwing them out of the church.
11
Dear friend, don’t imitate that which is evil; rather, imitate that which is good. If you
do that which is right, it is of God. But those who do wrong have never seen God. 12Look
at Demetrius.(9) He has the approval of everyone, even of the truth itself. We certify him
as well, and you know our recommendation is trustworthy.
13
I had a lot to say, but I am not willing to trust them to pen and ink. 14Hopefully I will
see you soon, and we can speak face to face. 15Until then, peace be to you. Your friends
here all send their greetings. Be sure to greet our friends there by name.

Patience is
counting
down
without
blasting
off.

Notes (numbers in parentheses):

1. In New Testament times the term brother was also used for any male relative, usually of the same
generation. Here it seems to imply spiritual brothers who were also missionaries.
2. This remark implies that Gaius followed John’s teachings rather than listening to Diotrephes (cf
v. 10).
3. Regardless of what Diotrephes said or did, Gaius remained true to his Christian faith.
4. A gentle reminder that to help these missionaries is the godly thing to do, and so would equipping
them to continue their journey.
5. Jesus Christ (cf Acts 5.41; 1 John 2.12; 3.23; 5.13).
6. In keeping with Christ’s original instructions, these missionaries go forth among the Gentiles,
to preach the gospel among them, but they take nothing with them, and they accept nothing from
them. Instead, they depend upon the charity of fellow believers to further their cause.
7. The letter referred to here could quite probably be 1John, with 2John and 3John having been
written later, but at the same time, to different members or congregations of the church in Ephesus.
8. John does not speak against Diotrephes’ place as leader, but certainly railed against his carnal
ambitions which caused him to ignore John’s letter and his influence.
9. Thought by some to have been the person who may have delivered this letter.
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o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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This list will be updated at the end of 2020.

“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”

Ministry
Supporters
Churches, Organizations & Individuals

Endowment Gifts
Paul Rothfusz Foundation
Mission Partners $3000+ per year
Emanuel-St. John Lutheran, Lytton
Faith Lutheran, Odebolt
St. John Lutheran, Le Mars
St. Olaf Lutheran, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Rockwell City
Rev. Carroll & Judy Lang, Fort Dodge
Rev. Paul Stone, Eagle Grove
Mary Sukup, Sheffield
Sponsors $2000—$2999 per year
Hands of Hope Conference
St. John Lutheran, Pomeroy
Morningside Lutheran, Sioux City
Grace Lutheran, Fort Dodge
First Lutheran, Algona
First Presbyterian, Fort Dodge
First United Methodist, Fort Dodge
Dale & Nancy Bruns, Jolley
Lyle Hartling, Lohman, MO
Troy & Karyn Leininger, Spencer
Charles & Mary Sukup, Dougherty
Extra Milers $1000—$1999 per year
Augustana Lutheran, Manson
Badger Lutheran, Badger
Bethany Lutheran, Emmetsburg
Christ Lutheran, LeMars
Hope Lutheran, Everly
Immanuel Lutheran, Harlan
Lost Island Lutheran, Ruthven
New Covenant Christian, Fort Dodge
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Audubon
Samuel Evangelical Lutheran, Eagle Grove
St. John Lutheran, Palmer
St. Mark’s Episcopal, Fort Dodge
St. Paul Lutheran, Palmer
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
St. Peter Lutheran, Pocahontas
Trinity Lutheran, Moville
Zion-St. John Lutheran, Sheffield
Dennis & Candace Booth, Lytton
John & Marge Everts, Lytton
Richard Hersom, Fort Dodge
Mark & Cheryl Juhl, Remsen
Solveig Lundgren, Fort Dodge
Jim and Mindy McColley, Fort Dodge
Adam & Inga Sanford, Allen, TX
Melba Shelby, Fort Dodge
Leonard & Georganne Woodruff, Rockwell City
Friends $500—$999 per year
American Lutheran, Melvin
Bethany Lutheran, Laurens
First Lutheran, Clarion
First Lutheran, Milford
First Presbyterian, Lakota
Our Saviour’s Lutheran, Callender
Seeds of Faith Conference, Glidden
St. John Lutheran, Corwith
St. Mark Lutheran, Sioux City
St. Paul Lutheran, Lakota
St. Paul Lutheran, Treynor
Trinity Lutheran, Ottosen
Western Iowa Synod ELCA
Zion Lutheran, Gowrie
Stanley and Marlene Ahrendt, Sioux City
David & LuAnn Bohnet, Jefferson
George Hedges, Scranton
Rev Margaret Jackson, Fort Dodge
Rev. Kent Mechler, Sheffield
Dale Siebrecht, Curlew
Noel & Linda Singer, Webster City
Arvin Schmidt, Hartley
Rollin Swanson, Fort Dodge
Judith Walrod, Somers

The Future of Reentry Reintegration

I

f you read page one, you know that The Church of the Damascus Road has a long, long
way to go before we can begin to resume our ministry to “those who are in prison.” Not
only has COVID-19 interrupted our contact in worship and Bible study, but the very
“shape” of what CoDR will look like is unknown. Whether we will be back to ‘normal’ as
a congregation with one pastor as before, or as a part of a cooperative
ministry where CoDR would be part of a group of surrounding
congregations served by one pastor and several lay ministers.
However, what will, the future of reentry reintegration look like
when the prisons open up? Perhaps that part of our ministry will not be
so different. One thing will always be true: 90% of the success of any
returning citizen’s reentry depends on his determination to change, to
avoid the triggers that pull him back to the lifestyle that got him into
Rev. Carroll Lang prison in the first place.
So, back to what the future holds, even though we do not have a 100% success rate, the
IDOC has noticed that we have helped some, and wants to know more. We shall see how
that evolves in the uncertain future.
—Rev. Carroll Lang

Christian One Liners

The Will of God never takes you to where the
Grace of God will not protect you.
We don’t change the message, the message
changes us.
You can tell how big a person is by what it takes
to discourage him.
The best mathematical equation I have ever seen:
1 cross + 3 nails= 4 given
Don’t let your worries get the best of you,
remember, Moses started out as a basket case.
Some people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited
until you try to sit in their pews.
Many folks want to serve God, but only as
advisors.
It is easier to preach ten sermons than it is to live
one.
The good Lord didn’t create anything without a
purpose, but mosquitoes come close.
When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll find God
lives there.
People are funny; they want the front of the bus,
the middle of the road, and the back of the
church.
Opportunity may knock once, but temptation
bangs on your front door forever.
Quit griping about your church; if it was perfect,
you couldn’t belong.
If the church wants a better pastor, it only needs to
pray for the one it has.
God Himself does not propose to judge a man
until he is dead. So why should you?
Some minds are like concrete thoroughly mixed
up and permanently set.
Peace starts with a smile.

I don’t know why some people change churches;
what difference does it make which one you
stay home from?
A lot of church members who are singing
“Standing on the Promises” are just sitting on
the premises.
We were called to be witnesses, not lawyers or
judges.
Be ye fishers of men. You catch them - He’ll
clean them.
Coincidence is when God chooses to remain
anonymous.
Don’t put a question mark where God put a
period.
Don’t wait for 6 strong men to take you to church.
Forbidden fruits create many jams.
God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the
called.
God grades on the cross, not the curve.
God loves everyone, but probably prefers “fruits
of the spirit” over “religious nuts!”
God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.
He who angers you, controls you!
If God is your Co-pilot - swap seats!
Prayer:
Don’t give God instructions -- just report for duty!
The task ahead of us is never as great as the
Power behind us
The Will of God never takes you to where the
Grace of God will not protect you.
We don’t change the message, the message
changes us.

Invite a Council Member

Artists’ Corner

James Rainer FDCF

O

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. This allows members of the
Outside Council to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, tell the children, or an adult forum,
or a cross-generational class session, or any
or all of the above about CoDR, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.
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Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; get permission from Chaplain Dick to hand it
to the pastor. It will be scanned and then
returned to you.

The Church of the Damascus Road
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239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

May/June 2020
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside,
to send in articles, poetry, art work, and
opinions for the newsletter. Inmates, get
permission from Chaplain Dick to hand it
to the pastor. Don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Kevin Reid -Pres/ST......... David Robbins-VP
Trykel Barker............... Richard Mockmore
Johnny Tharp..........................Jared Owens
Joseph Chapman............ Michael Goehring
John Lusk-Sec.......................Phillip Church
Ramone Nelson................. James Rainer-ST

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
5:30pm Wednesdays.. Bible Study/Council

Weekly Schedule

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR
on FaceBook
he Church of Damascus Road is now

T

on Facebook. There are currently a few
videos and pictures and will be updated
when more are available. Also check for
updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

FDCF Church Council

Kline Goeders-Pres/ST...... Chad Lindsey-Lib
Terence Walker-VP/P&W........ Eddie Wilson
Leland Littsen III-Sec..................Tim Smith
Nate Kaisand.......................... Zachary Dye
David Paulson...............Jeremy Werneburg
Brady Black.................. Devin Irvin-Fields

Reintegration Steering Committee

Unfilled-Pres......................Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Candace Booth-Sec........................ Kelli Glasgo
Mark Juhl................ .........................Ed Fleming
Doug Rossbach..............................Dave Bohnet
Jan Enderlin...........................Connie Gustafson
Joyce Phelps.............Carroll Lang-R/R Director
Rev. Jim Davis, Interim Pastor

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres................................. unfilled-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Joyce Phelps................................... Kelli Glasgo
Ed Fleming.....................................Dave Bohnet
Carroll Lang............................... Candace Booth
Connie Gustafson........................... Jan Enderlin
Rev. Jim Davis, Interim Pastor

Weekly Schedule

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied
to include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available
to members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
Carroll Lang, Editor

