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CoDR Sponsors Storytellers

Dustin Doyl read a story book, recording it into a laptop computer. The video file was converted and burned to
a DVD. The book and DVD were sent to his four kids, Kristy, Alaina, Shaun and Luke, who put the DVD in the
drive and all four watched and listened on their flat-screen TV as Dad read the story book. This is a great way
for dads (and uncles) to keep in touch with their families.

H

ow important is it to have dads read books to their children? VERY. Ask any reading
teacher. CoDR sponsors Storytellers. It is an opportunity for prisoners to produce
a DVD of themselves as a father, grandfather or other approved inmate to read to
his child/children. Church of the Damascus Road organizes the donated books, DVDs, and
mailing envelopes. Once a month, at both the Fort Dodge prison and the Rockwell City
prison, inmates pick a children’s book and record reading it into a computer. The book and
DVD are sent to the child. The only expense for the inmate is the mailing postage.
Outside sources donate the books that are in good condition. I witnessed about 500 books
neatly laid out on tables for inmates to select. The guys choose the book(s) that they think
their child may enjoy. Looking into the computer, the inmate can add personal messages
to the child as he reads the book aloud, and shows the pages for no more than 15 minutes.
I can only imagine the joy of a child seeing Daddy’s face and hearing him read a book
aloud. The child can listen as many times as he wants. The child can follow along in the
book or read aloud with Daddy.
This Storytellers Program creates a positive connection with Dad. It also encourages
the child to read which has earned the Celebrate Literacy Award through the Iowa Reading
Association. The connection with Dad and promoting reading is a win-win program well
worth continuing. Please pray for this inmate participation for his child.
—Candace Booth, Lytton, IA

What Jesus Did for Us

J

esus was born to Mary and Joseph through a seed that was planted by the creator of all, His
purpose was to teach us how to live the way God wanted us to so we would rise and not fall!
He proved his claim by healing the sick, blind and crippled people with his words and
the touch of his hand, He even raised people from the dead for widowed mothers’ only sons. He
was a very compassionate man!
Millions of people just like you and me witnessed these facts, but there were also a lot of
people and many rulers who were jealous of his powers. So they had him beaten and taken to
Golgotha and while dying on the cross he said, “Lord please forgive them, they know not what
they are doing!”
Jesus loves us so much that anyone who believes in him will not die but have everlasting
life and fellowship together. It doesn’t cost a thing but to have a little faith, because Jesus Christ
shed his blood to forgive our sinful ways so we could live forever!
—Stanley Davis

Grateful for CoDR

I

was a participant in worship at Fort
Dodge and Rockwell City from 2010
through 2013 and had the privilege to
meet Pastor Stone and be part of a group
that played and sang in church there and met
many of the people who came to worship
with us. Through my time there I was blessed
to be part of the reentry program and was
accepted by a group
of men from Atlantic,
Iowa and have a
success story. I am still
clean and sober, have
moved to Wyoming
to be closer to most
of my family and
feel grateful to have
had the opportunity
to have been part of
Pastor Paul E Stone
The Church of the
Damascus Road. A special thanks to those
who helped me reenter the world far from the
old playmates and playgrounds and accepted
me into their church family, 3 of those men
have passed on this last 2 years God bless
their souls, and thanks to Pastor Stone for
having faith in me and placing me in their
helping hands, life is good!
—Randall Freemyer

You Are Invited

S

upporters of The Church of the Damascus Road: You are invited to a reception
to honor the retirement of Pastor Paul
Stone on Sunday, February 2, 2020 from
2-4pm at St. Olaf Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall, 239 North 11th Street, Fort Dodge.
Paul has served as pastor of CoDR since
April 2009 and retired January 15, 2020.
We want to offer volunteers and colleagues
a chance to honor him for his passion for the
gospel in this unique ministry.
–The CoDR Outside Church Council

Inside the Flash!

Page 2 - A Letter from the CoDR Council
Page 2 - Special Note to Visitors
Page 2 - Brothers in Blue in March
Page 3 - The Future of Reentry
Page 3 - Where has innocence gone?
Page 4 - Worship/Bible Study Schedules
Page 4 - Councils
Page 4 - Invite Council Member
Page 4 - Artist’s Corner

2

Inside News

Issue 23.1

Friends in Christ,

T

hank you for your generous support of the ministry that happens in and through
The Church of the Damascus Road. Your willingness to offer your time, selves,
possessions and prayers in support of this vital ministry make it possible for us
to faithfully serve Jesus as we visit, love, and support those in prison in the Fort Dodge
Correctional Facility in Fort Dodge and the North Central Correctional Facility in Rockwell
City. Jesus reminds us when we visit and care for those in prison, we are visiting and caring
for him.  (Matthew 25:36)  The Church of the Damascus Road has changed lives of men
and women in the Western Iowa Synod since 1997; it is a unique and life-giving ministry
for all whose lives are touched by it.
Pastor Carroll Lang was the developing pastor of The Church of the Damascus Road.
Rev. Lang developed the congregations in Fort Dodge and Rockwell City beginning in
August of 1997. Pastor Lang served as pastor of The Church of the Damascus Road until
his retirement in April of 2009. Pastor Lang continues to serve on the CoDR Outside
Council and oversees the CoDR’s reentry/reintegration ministry.
Pastor Paul Stone was called to serve CoDR in 2009. Pastor Stone announced his
retirement in late 2019 and is now retired.
We appreciate the faithful ministry of Pastor Lang, whose wife, Judy, has also been and
continues to be a vital part of this ministry. We also appreciate Pastor Stone’s ministry.
God bless all of them.
We have currently entered a long-range planning process to determine the most effective
way to continue to do the ministry of The Church of the Damascus Road. The loss of
congregations in the Western Iowa Synod ELCA have negatively impacted the financial
viability of CoDR. We are exploring models for delivering this ministry other than our
current model. We have invited Pastor Jim Mossman of St. Paul Lutheran and Presbyterian
Church in Rockwell City and Pastor Jim Davis of Countryside Ministry (Zion and Fulton
Lutheran Churches), Gowrie and surrounding areas to provide leadership in this process.
They both have a wealth of parish experience, including experience with shared ministries.
We’re confident they will be valuable in assisting us in discerning where God is calling us
to go with this ministry.
While we undertake this process, which we believe will take at least several months,
Pastors Mossman and Davis, along with current staff and volunteers, will provide leadership
for worship and the other aspects of the ministry that need our attention during this time
of discernment.
We’re confident that at the end of this process we’ll have a clear vision of how we can
best continue to deliver the life-changing ministry that happens in and through The Church
of the Damascus Road.
Please remember us in your prayers as we journey through this time of discernment. We
also invite your congregations to pray for us. Finally, we humbly ask that you continue to
bless us with the gifts of yourselves, time and possessions; without the generous sharing
of your gifts this ministry is not possible.
We will update you on how the planning is going and welcome your input or questions
regarding The Church of the Damascus Road. If you have suggestions or questions, please
contact the CoDR Office at 515-955-3579 or DamascusCh@aol.com.
With our gratitude for your partnership in the gospel,
The Church of the Damascus Road Outside Council

Special Note to Visitors

A

n important note to all CoDR Volunteers: nothing should be carried into
either prison for any inmate without the approval of the Administration of
the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility and/
or the North Central Correctional Facility.
This includes Bibles, devotional books, or
any other item. This is the policy of both
the Fort Dodge Correctional Facility and
the North Central Correctional Facility.
The best way to receive approval would
be to speak with Rev. Jim Mossman or
Rev. Jim Davis. They, in turn will speak to
Chaplain Nicole Dick who will obtain permission.
Thank you for your respect of this policy. If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Jim Mossman at: 515-370-1806
or Rev. Jim Davis at: 515-351-0822.

Brothers in Blue meets in the MPC Gym.

NCCF Brothers-in-Blue

T

he Brothers in Blue weekend at NCCF
will be March 5-8, 2020. Applications
are available from Klein Goeders.
Deadline is February 27, 2020. Even if you
are not sure you’ll still be here by then,
sign up anyway, just in case. This renewal
ministry has been an awakening for many.

If you want a
place in the
sun, prepare
to put up
with a few
blisters.

Get the Flash! in a Flash

T

o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor
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“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”
Visions

I’ve lived long enough to see
Some of the future, become history
Though I’ve been limited by my mind
To take advantage of the potential
And achieve what was given by the times
Saw into the future by Grace given
Word of Knowledge, Word of Wisdom
Though with the eyes He has given me
My potential I’ve not yet seen
My thoughts kept returning to this world
Looking for money, drugs and girls
Ambition driven, anger, pride
Self serving, demonic captured mind
Chasing after just one more ride
Pray to Him, deliverance today
Tame your mouth of what you say
Let not your enemy, accomplish his goal
To take back again his prize---your soul
Stay real close, in His shadow be
In the Secret Place and you shall see
All those things you fought to gain
Are freely given when you remain

The Future of Reentry Reintegration

A

s a result of all the changes that will be happening in the future of The Church of
the Damascus Road, the Iowa Department of Corrections has shown interest in our
ministry of Reentry Reintegration, but they would like to involve other religious
groups as well. What will this mean for us? I guess we will just have to wait until we have
discussions with the IDOC and cooperatively map out the future, but
one thing is clear–they have been very aware of our ministry. You see,
corrections everywhere have reentry as part of their release policies,
and so does Iowa.
However the future of reentry reintegration takes shape, one thing
will always be true: 90% of the success of any returning citizen’s reentry
depends on his determination to change, to avoid the triggers that pull
him back to the lifestyle that got him onto prison in the first place.
Rev. Carroll Lang
Team members all want to surround the returning citizen with love,
which they do naturally, but in the end, most of the determination to “make it on the outside”
depends the returning citizen and his accepting the love, and assistance he has from the team.
As I have noted before, because the team cares so much, when the returning citizen
relapses, they ask themselves where they went wrong, but it in most cases it is because he
did not have the determination himself to change.
So, back to what the future holds, even though we do not have a 100% success rate, the
IDOC has noticed that we have helped some, and wants to know more.
—Rev. Carroll Lang

—William Bell

Alas, where has all our innocence gone?

Latter Rain

On this night I go to bed
Praying simply
while laying down my head
Thinking about all the men of old
Never seeing the Latter Rain foretold
Hear it coming? In the distance?
Coming to give us all assistance?”
“Pray Ye the Lord for rain
In the time of Latter Rain”
Former and latter, all will come
With twice the strength of Pentecost
Till we get His job all done
To work with Him and save the lost
My body trembles at the thought
That we are part of His plan
These Last Day’s to save the lost
His Glory seen throughout the land
—William Bell, -6/17/04, 12:45am

A

s I was nursing my baby, my cousin’s six-year-old daughter, Krissy, came into the room. Never
having seen anyone breast-feed before, she was intrigued and full of all kinds of questions
about what I was doing. After mulling over my answers, she remarked, ‘My mom has some
of those, but I don’t think she knows how to use them.’
*****
Out bicycling one day with my eight-year-old granddaughter, Carolyn, I got a little wistful. “In
ten years,” I said, “you’ll want to be with your friends and you won’t go walking, biking, and
swimming with me like you do now.” Carolyn shrugged. “In ten years you’ll be too old to do all
those things anyway.”
******
Working as a pediatric nurse, I had the difficult assignment of giving immunization shots to children.
One day, I entered the examining room to give four-year-old Lizzie her needle. “No, no, no!” she
screamed. “Lizzie,” scolded her mother, “that’s not polite behavior.” With that, the girl yelled
even louder, “No, thank you! No, thank you!”
******
On the way back from a Cub Scout meeting, my grandson innocently said to my son, “Dad, I know
babies come from mommies’ tummies, but how do they get there in the first place?” After my son
hemmed and hawed awhile, my grandson finally spoke up in disgust, “You don’t have to make up
something, Dad, it’s okay if you don’t know the answer.”
*****
Just before I was deployed to Iraq, I sat my eight-year-old son down and broke the news to him.
“I’m going to be away for a long time,” I told him. “I’m going to Iraq.” “Why?” he asked. “Don’t
you know there’s a war going on over there?”
*****
God’s Problem Now. His wife’s graveside service was just barely finished, when there was a
tremendous bolt of lightning, followed by a massive clap of thunder, accompanied by even more
thunder rumbling in the distance. The little old man looked at the pastor and calmly said, “Well,
she’s there.”

Invite a Council Member

Y

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; get permission from Chaplain Dick to hand it
to the pastor. It will be scanned and then
returned to you.

Artists’ Corner

Winning Art submitted to Prison Congregations

O

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. This allows members of the
Outside Council to visit congregations on
Sundays. They can give a brief update on the
ministry, tell the children, or an adult forum,
or a cross-generational class session, or any
or all of the above about CoDR, and are open
to suggestions. Just need time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

January 2020
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside,
to send in articles, poetry, art work, and
opinions for the newsletter. Inmates, get
permission from Chaplain Dick to hand it
to the pastor. Don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Johnnie Tharp -Pres/ST.... David Robbins-VP
Trykel Barker............... Richard Mockmore
Kevin Reid..............................Jared Owens
Joseph Chapman............ Michael Goehring
John Lusk-Sec.......................Phillip Church
Ramone Nelson................. James Rainer-ST

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
5:30pm Wednesdays.. Bible Study/Council

Weekly Schedule

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR
on FaceBook
he Church of Damascus Road is now

T

on Facebook. There are currently a few
videos and pictures and will be updated
when more are available. Also check for
updates for upcoming events. To LIKE us,
log into Facebook with the link https://www.
facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

FDCF Church Council

Kline Goeders-Pres/ST...... Chad Lindsey-Lib
Terence Walker-VP/P&W........ Eddie Wilson
Leland Littsen III-Sec..................Tim Smith
Nate Kaisand.......................... Zachary Dye
David Paulson...............Jeremy Werneburg
Brady Black.................. Devin Irvin-Fields

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres.............Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Candace Booth-Sec........................ Kelli Glasgo
Mark Juhl................ .........................Ed Fleming
Doug Rossbach.............................. Diane Vavak
Jan Enderlin...................................Dave Bohnet
Joyce Phelps...........................Connie Gustafson
Carroll Lang-R/R Director

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres.........................Diane Vavak-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth................................. Kelli Glasgo
Ed Fleming.....................................Dave Bohnet
Carroll Lang............................... Candace Booth
Connie Gustafson........................... Jan Enderlin
Joyce Phelps

Weekly Schedule

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied
to include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available
to members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
Carroll Lang, Editor

