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Are You Producing Fruit?

eading through my Sabbath Scripture
readings one Saturday morning, I
had an urge to go walking. I try my
best to walk around the camp every day for
at least a mile or two, normally this is when
I spend time pondering and meditating on
God’s Word. Often others, who know me,
will see me and say, “lift up your head!” I
normally walk with my head bowed, because
what they don’t realize is that this is time
that I spend in connection with my Father
in heaven, while I’m walking. Sometimes
meditating on the Word of God, sometimes
talking to the Spirit within myself, that comes
from my Father in heaven, and sometimes
I’m merely in silent prayer. It is that special
way that we communicate unaware. Walking
with my head bowed, as I do naturally, out
of reverence for my Father in heaven, I
understand all too well the protocol of the
King. A lesson Nadab and Abihu learned all
too late.
Anyway, I had not yet finished my
Scripture readings as breakfast time rolled
along, so I had to put my readings away until
after breakfast was finished. But this urge to
go walking came upon me again, and instead
of finishing my Scripture readings I grabbed
my coat and headed out for a walk. Often
when these urges come upon me I think that
God wants to communicate something with
me, some great revelation of Scripture that I
needed to focus on, but this day He had other
ideas.
I prayed as I walked, and pondered
Scriptures, but no great revelations came
over me. There was no “aha” moment,...
thus I figured the Lord must be concerned
about my health? Maybe He wanted me to
walk for some medical reason, or maybe just
to get some fresh air on this late November
morning. I’m never quite sure where He is
taking me, I just know that I must follow
where He leads.
After about a mile or so of walking I
contemplated returning to my readings,
though I was enjoying the sunny walk in
the brisk air. When someone appeared on
the pathway I hadn’t spoken to in some
time. We stopped for a moment and chatted
about college football and inconsequential
things, and then he asked to walk with me
a couple laps while he was on a break. Of
course I obliged his company, and he began
to talk about the problems in Missouri, and
race issues, and all the political stuff overseas

and in the news. But as we walked, I could
sense there was something more, something
he wasn’t saying.
This individual that I speak of has
struggled in his faith, coming from a
background of violence and worshiping
the adversary (hassatan in Hebrew). His
demeanor often has great swings of piety
to cursing the name of the Lord. And many
Christians look upon him as an outcast,
someone to be avoided, for his vile attitude
can be destructive to the faith of someone not
well rooted in the Spirit of the Lord. Once
upon a time we were cellmates, and when
he would go into this anti‑Christian tirades,
instead of condemning him, I would say a
prayer for him. Asking God to forgive him,
for he knows not what he does.
He stopped attending church services,
and sees the hypocritical activity of too
many “prison” Christians. He believes many
of them don’t really mean what they profess,
and he just can’t bring himself to be amongst
them. They are the first to point their fingers,
and condemn the actions of others, yet they
excuse their own actions because they are
merely human. These are the Christians who
really need to study God’s Word. He who is
without sin, cast the first stone!
So we are talking and walking, I a
follower of Christ and he a lost lamb, I’m
sure there were mutterings somewhere in the
camp over that scene. But as we walked, the
conversation began to take on new directions.
This troubled man began to open his heart.
“Because I have cursed God, would He ever
forgive me?” he asked. And the conversation
over past regrets, would he ever have a
relationship with a daughter he’s never met
face‑to‑face. Would he ever see his deceased
wife, whom he still mourns after all these
years, in the hereafter? All these questions
that haunt the lost souls of this world.
I had not all the answers, actually I had
very few answers for him at all. But what I
gave to him was hope. Hope in that it is never
too late, and that all things left in God’s hands
have a way of working out somewhere down
the road. Without condemnation or quoting
scriptures at him, we talked like real people
about real issues from the standpoint of love.
You see, it’s not about having the answers,
or quoting some memorized verse, it’s about
loving thy neighbor. Especially those who
Continued next page

The Holydays

T

he Calendar ‘turneth’ and the holydays
‘cometh.’ November and December
are the months for preparation,
celebration, and all-too-often increased
frustration.
Those of us who will celebrate
Thanksgiving and/or Christmas with family
need to recognize how blessed we are to be
able to do so.
Those of us on
the inside are also
blessed, although the
blessings don’t always
seem so obvious.
Nearly every
inmate wishes he
was spending these
holydays somewhere
else. Regardless of
Pastor Paul E Stone
circumstances, we are
all blessed to be renewed and reborn children
of God. Focus on those blessings and the
beauty of Christmas will again shine into
each of our lives.
I pray that each of us in the CoDR extended
family may experience Christ’s reentry into
our lives, be thankful, be energized, and be
filled with His love forever. God bless us all!
(some more and again),
—Pastor Paul
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turn against us, sometimes we hear that, “Oh
he’s someone only his mother could love!”
Is that the way Christ reacted to those who
cursed him?
The Lord GOD hath given me the tongue
of the learned, that I should know how to
speak a word in season to him that Is weary:
(Isaiah 50:4). Trust me, this was a wearied
man. If you expect to follow Christ, if you
profess that you are a Christian, then how
do you respond to those “that only a mother
could love?”
We attend Bible studies and garner
certificates from colleges and schools and
hang them on a wall and say, “See, I am a
believer, I know the word of God!” Really...
show me what you have done with your piece
of paper. Show me the hungry ones you have
fed, not with the idea of some return down
the road, but just walked up and said, “hear,
take this and enjoy,” and then walked away.
Show me the ones who were sad or afraid,
were outcast and you befriended them and
lifted them up and gave them a reason to
believe. Show me the ones who were angry
and vengeful, show me the lost lambs, and
show me the hope you gave them. Show me
the love of Christ and how you wield the gifts
he has given you.
Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them (Matt 7:20). It is true that we study and
read and meditate on God’s Word, to learn.
But that is just preparation to becoming a
Christian, a follower of Christ. But if we
don’t put into practice what we have learned,
how do we proclaim ourselves followers?
And if we aren’t following Christ, how do we
proclaim ourselves Christians? These aren’t
just theological ponderings — you have to
answer these questions. Because when He
returns, He’s going to ask them of you. How
will you answer?
And, behold, I come quickly; and my
reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be (Rev 22:12).
Before we parted, he told me he still watches
some of the religious shows on TV. This man
was looking for some word of hope, some
glimpse of opportunity to yet be saved. And
when we parted he took off his glove, and
held out his hand to shake mine.
Did I do him any good? Did the seeds I
planted that day take root? Only my Father in
heaven knows the answers to those questions.
And that’s a part of our faith, we plant seeds
that often we never get to see if they will
produce fruit. We can choose to stand on the
sidelines, like a fan at a ball game, and watch
the kingdom go by; or we can follow Jesus
Christ and become a part of the kingdom. We
come to Christ just as we are, but we walk
away changed into lights of hope, that all
may come to know Christ through us.
Remember that salvation is free to all
who ask, but a seat at the marriage supper of
the lamb is by invitation!
—Elder Michael R. Alkire, FDCF
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CoDR Annual Gathering

T

he 2019 Annual Gathering was attended by 33 people who risked a possible
snowstorm to attend. That’s lower attendance than usual, probably because of the
threat of snow.
Brothers in Blue meets in the FDCF Gym

FDCF Brothers-in-Blue

T
Patrill Ellis and Ron Frerichs share a laugh.

he next weekend at FDCF is scheduled for December 5-8, 2019. See
Pastor Stone in the Chapel for applications. Please note that visits are not allowed, so be sure to notify those on your
visiting list not to visit on that weekend.
The application deadline is Friday, November 29.
Prayer in support of the weekend is one
way persons on the ‘outside’ can support
this renewal ministry, or mail letters of encouragement to CoDR (address on page 4).

L-R: Ed Fleming, Teri Mogensen, Mark Gustafson,
Cody Anderson and Connie Gustafson
discuss reentry trials and triumphs.

Dieters:
People who
are thick
and tired
of it.

Nancy Bruns, Beth Baker and Jason Simpson ponder
their struggles and victories of reentry.

Get the Flash! in a Flash

T
Rob and Melanie Fry

o receive the Flash! electronically
as a .pdf, just send us your email
address (include your name and address so we can stop sending by mail) to
cdlng@aol.com.
Thanks!
—Carroll Lang, Editor

Derrick Roberts described his experience
participating in the Ultimate Journey
while he was in Teen Challenge in Colfax.

The official publication of The Church of the
Damascus Road, a Christian Community of
Reconciliation, serving the inmate population of
the correctional facilities at Rockwell City and
Fort Dodge, Iowa.
Rev. Paul E. Stone, Pastor
Carroll Lang, Editor, 515-571-6566
Judy Lang, Proofreader
Anyone wishing to be on our mailing list may
send name, address, and phone numbers to the
address below, or by e-mail at: DamascusCh@
aol.com. The Flash can also be sent to your email
address. Our office is at St. Olaf Lutheran Church.
The Church of the Damascus Road
239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
Phone: 515-955-3579
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Outside Council Members

“It’s a Ministry,
Not a Program”

Is There a “Best” Way to Assist in Reentry?

I
Candace Booth

*Married to Dennis
*Has 3 grown children, 9 grandchildren
*Has lived near Lytton for 33 years
*Is retired elementary school teacher
*Member of Emanuel-St John Lutheran Ch
*Active in CoDR worship for 21 years
*Has been on a Reentry Reintegration
team for 13 years
*Joined Outside Church Council in March,
2019
*Has found prison ministry to be
instrumental in her faith walk

Ed Fleming

I

grew up on
a farm near
Humboldt,
Iowa. Graduated
from Humboldt
High School.
Enlisted in the
Army to become
a code machine
repairman,
served 26
months in
Germany. I graduated from Buena Vista
College with a degree in biology. Later I
spent one year in the University of Iowa
Business School. I have lived in Glidden ever
since 1974. I have a wife and one daughter.
My last job was at Farner Bocken in Carroll,
Iowa, where I spent 22 years working as a
maintenance technician and I retired five
years ago.
I started going to The Church of Damascus
Road Services four years ago in April after
Paul Abbott had visited my church. At the
time I started I was taking classes for Healthy
Church Initiative, a program of the Methodist
Church, designed to keep churches growing
and on the right track. I was immediately
impressed by The Church of Damascus
Road, how it was following the methods that
HCI recommends. I knew right from the start
that this church was something special, and I
wanted to be a part of it. I became the newest
member of the Outside Church Counsel in
August 2019.

n 2000 we began our journey in reentry reintegrtion when Prison Congregations of
America received a grant to provide training for us to assist returning citizens to
reenter society as honest, responsible, contributing members of their community. Linda
Schroeder, from St. Louis, MO was paid to provide our first training. Her husband was
pastor of a congregation which was given a row of houses on half of one
city block. They developed a reentry ministry by providing applications
in all 26 prisons in Missouri. Linda travelled to a prison to meet with an
applicant. If accepted, the applicant came to St. Louis and was housed
in one of the homes given to the congregation.
Here in Iowa we have not been given houses. So we have to find an
apartment or house to rent, which costs the team up to a $1,000.00 or
more to cover deposit and first month’s rent. Most teams have received
Rev. Carroll Lang donations from their community.
Now here’s the big difference: in the row of houses in St. Louis the returning citizens
have roomates as well as neighbors to form a support community. In our ministry they
are often alone in an apartment, so the team attempts to provide friendship and support,
possibly by taking turns making contact with the returning citizen. Now, the St. Louis
model sounds great until you realize that in Iowa, ex offenders are not allowed to occupy
the same dwelling with other ex offenders, so we can’t have several “comrades” together
to provide company, friendship and support.
The St. Louis model would be great, perhaps, but we are in Iowa, so it falls on the
members of the team to provide that support and friendship — and forgiveness if he relapses.
That may be the biggest heartache. Some have ‘recovered’ and became more determined to
make it. They’re the ones we cheer on and support with the same love that Jesus showed
to us when he said on the cross, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing. Take heart, team members, Christ is within you and strengthens you in every way
to minister to “the least of these brothers of mine.”
—Rev. Carroll Lang

Their Hearts are in Reentry Reintegration

P

aul Abbott has shown his passion for reentry ever since he was released from prison,
by acting as reentry assistant to Pastor Stone, his involvement in the Way Truth Life
and finally an attempt to start Restart House near Pella. Mark Juhl has been involved
the longest with the New Roads Reentry Reintegration Team near Remsen and as Chair
of the Outside Church Council and a member of the Reentry Reintegration Steering Committee. We are grateful for these two for their ministry to Christ’s brothers.

Artists’ Corner
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Keith McGrauth FDCF 2019

O

Invite the Pastor

ur worship services are on
weeknights so that people on the
outside can worship with the inmates and not miss worship in their own
congregations. And this enables the pastor
to visit congregations on Sundays. He can
give a brief update on the ministry, a sermon,
a children’s sermon, an adult forum, a crossgenerational class session, or any or all of
the above, and is open to suggestions. Just
needs time to prepare.
Call 515-955-3579 or write to The
Church of the Damascus Road, 239 N 11th
St, Fort Dodge, IA 50501 or email <DamascusCh@aol.com> to arrange for a visit.

Inmates:
ou can have your original artwork in
this space in the Flash; simply hand
your art to Pastor Stone. It will be
scanned and then returned to you.
The Church of the Damascus Road

Non-Profit Org.
U.S.Postage
PAID
Fort Dodge,
Iowa
Permit #4

239 North 11th Street
Fort Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-3579

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

November 2019
All Readers: Send Contributions

T

he editor of this newsletter is inviting
ALL READERS, inside and outside, to
send in articles, poetry, art work, and opinions for the newsletter. So don’t be bashful.

NCCF Church Council

Johnnie Tharp -Pres/ST.... David Robbins-VP
Terry King................... Marcus Washington
Chad Burmester-Sec/ST............Jared Owens
Joseph Chapman............ Michael Goehring
John Lusk.............................Phillip Church
Ramon Nelson................... James Rainer-ST

6:30pm Tuesdays..................... Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays.......... Holy Communion

6:30pm Wednesdays...... Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays........................ Bible Study

Weekly Schedule

www.codrcare.org
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CoDR
on FaceBook
he Church of Damascus Road is now on

T

Facebook. There are currently a few videos and
pictures and will be updated when more are
available. Also check for updates for upcoming events.
To LIKE us, log into Facebook with the link https://
www.facebook.com/thechurchofthedamascusroad

FDCF Church Council

Kline Goeders-Pres/ST............Chad Lindsey
Terence Walker-VP/P&W........ Eddie Wilson
Leland Littsen III-Sec/Lib............Tim Smith
Nate Kaisand.......................... Steven Klein
Ryan Logsdon-Lib..........Jeremy Werneburg
Joshua Escrift

Reintegration Steering Committee

Dennis Booth-Pres.............Judy Lang-VP/Treas
Candace Booth-Sec........................ Kelli Glasgo
Mark Juhl................ .........................Ed Fleming
Doug Rossbach.............................. Diane Vavak
Pastor Paul Stone..... Carroll Lang-R/R Director

Outside Church Council

Mark Juhl-Pres.........................Diane Vavak-VP
Judy Lang-Treas................. Doug Rossbach-Sec
Dennis Booth................................. Kelli Glasgo
Ed Fleming............................. Pastor Paul Stone
Carroll Lang............................... Candace Booth

Weekly Schedule

A note to secretaries and pastors—

Copy Me, Please!

W

e send our newsletter primarily to
congregations. It’s printed on
white paper so it can be copied
to include all or portions of it in your newsletter or bulletin, or simply made available
to members of your congregation.
Thank you for your support.
— Pastor Paul Stone

