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                      DAG NEWSLETTER 

Diocesan Board:  See Page 4 for Board Member contact information. 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT KATHY SHEARER: 
 
As we begin 2021 we are still facing the challenges caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.   
Fr Rick Luoni, our Rector at St. Michael's Church, used the following passage in our 
weekly Messenger and our Sunday Bulletin on January 24th:  "...although we have been 
separated from you for a little while--in person but not in heart--we eagerly desire to see 
you again face to face."  I Thessalonians 2:17.  Fr Rick goes on to say, "Togetherness is 
a hugely important aspect of life.  It unites us, gives us security, much needed support, 
and a sense of belonging, and encourages us to love one another.  Togetherness is, 
without question, central to human experience."   
 
So it is with Altar Guild members within individual churches as well as within the Central 
Florida Diocese.  Many of us have not seen members of the Altar Guilds in our churches 
and your DAG Board members have not seen one another face to face since last 
February.  I do believe we are together in heart and spirit as we reverently prepare our 
church altars for worship services for those who have chosen to worship in person as 
well as those who continue to distance worship via live streaming.  I believe we eagerly 
long for the return of our working together in our Altar Guild ministry to share our love in 
our worship services.   We pray that with the new vaccines and with people following 
CDC guidelines, we will once again be able to see each other face to face as we 
prepare for and worship in our churches' services.  
 
Church Directresses & Directors have received or will be soon receiving our annual 
Altar Guild Diocesan dues notice; for churches - $10 and for Missions - $5.  These dues 
pay our Diocesan dues for Province IV and the National Altar Guild Association as well 
as help defray other expenses.  The "Love Offering" given by individuals or altar guilds 
as a group covers expenses as we care for the Canterbury Chapels, the Bishop's 
Oratory, and the Camp Wingmann Chapel.  Fr Yates, Vicar of Camp Wingmann, was 
pictured with the new fair linen given by the DAG Board in our August 2020 Newsletter.  
On January 14th, Bishop Brewer blessed into service the beautiful brass candlesticks 
and candles provided for his oratory by the DAG Board.  See photos on page 2.  It is 
with the "Love Offerings" that we were able to provide these new additions to these 
chapels.  In the near future, the DAG Board will be presenting a frontal, antependium, 
burse & veil, and priest & deacon stoles to Canterbury for use in the St. Augustine 
Chapel.  It is with the offerings from the past three Annual Meetings that we are able to 
provide this beautiful set to Canterbury.   
        Continued on page 2 
           
         
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

2021 Annual Diocesan Altar Guild Meeting – CANCELLED  
 
2021 National Altar Guild Association (NAGA) Meeting and Episcopal Church 
Convention – CANCELLED 
 
2022 Episcopal Church Convention – Baltimore, MD, 7-14 July.  NAGA Meeting during  
the Convention is in the planning stages – watch for updates in the coming months  
  
 

  

         

  

 



As Altar Guild members, together we faithfully and reverently prepare the focal point of the church - the altar.  
Pray that soon we will be together again face to face within our Altar Guild members, our churches, and our 
Central Florida Diocesan Altar Guild.    
 
Blessings for a happy and healthy 2021.  

 
PICTURES OF THE DAG SUPPORT FOR THE BISHOP’S ORATORY 

 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
               
               
               
               
               
                         
             Bishop’s Oratory                             Candlesticks provided by Altar Guild Members 
 

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
Mother Michelle Roach, DAG Chaplain; Bishop                    Blessing of the Candlesticks 
Gregory Brewer; & Kathy Shearer, DAG President  
 
REFLECTIONS 
 
By Mother Michelle Roach, DAG Chaplain 
Priest in Charge, Christ Episcopal Church, Longwood, FL 
longwoodchristchurch@gmail.com 
 
If I thought I could not get any more anxious over Covid 19 and its devastating effects, here comes the 
aftermath of what took place at the US Capitol Building January 6th and my anxiety level is raised even higher. 
 
And this question came to mind:        Continued on page 3 
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How do I hold onto Christian principles when my mind loses focus and becomes caught up in the 

news of the day? 

 
And I read a passage like the one below and Jesus makes it very plain what He expects of me, of us, as His 
followers. 
   
43 You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to 
you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45  so that you may be children of your 
Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and on the unrighteous. 46 For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do 
not even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more 
are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.  Matthew 5:43-48 
 
This is one of the hardest things to do - to love those who we do not like. This goes against the most loveable 
bone in our bodies. And yet Jesus commands it of us. To love those who do not look like us, who do not speak 
like us; whose philosophy is not like ours; whose culture causes us to stare and pass judgment.  In other 
words, we have nothing in common with them. 
But Jesus is very clear. “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute us.”  For as He goes on to 
explain, it is so much easier to love those whom we love, our family and friends; however, that is expected. 
The real test comes when we over-extend ourselves and love the enemy who needs help on the road as in the 
Good Samaritan. Or someone who needs help paying a bill or needs an opportunity in gaining a job or food for 
their family; and when we forgive each other. 
 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and 
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed 
among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him.   
1 John 4:7-9 
 
As human beings, we are prone to human failings but let us try.  Our future, and the future of the country, 
depends on us loving each other and forgiving each other.   
 
Today I ask you to go to God in prayer. Take your anxieties and concerns to Him.  Pray for the leadership of 
this country not only in government but also in businesses, schools, organizations, and churches. Read 
your Bible and see the beauty and love that lies therein, for there we gain strength and hope to continue 
moving forward.   

 
With Blessings,  Mother Michelle 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

This last year has been a year of “thinking outside the box,” and the Altar Guild has had to be flexible to keep 

up with the ever-changing safety procedures and Diocesan guidelines.  As Ash Wednesday is quickly 

approaching, Holy Trinity – Melbourne decided we needed to figure out a way to provide ashes to parishioners 

who are not ready to return to in-person worship.  We         

put our heads together and came up with a plan to  

provide “ashes to go” at our Drive-Through worship.   

This way, those who come to the Drive-Through can  

take ashes home to all family members and Impose  

the Ashes as they watch the evening service on virtual  

streaming.  A small amount of ashes were placed in 

a small “condiment” cup which was placed into a  

sealable bag along with QTips to be used for the 

Imposition.  (Condiment cups were donated by the 

local Five Guys Hamburger restaurant.) 
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WE WOULD LIKE TO HEAR FROM YOU 

What is happening at your Church?  Wouldn’t you like to share information about your Church?  We’re always 

looking for information to include in our Newsletter. 

 

If your Church has had to plan “outside the box” during this year, other Diocesan Churches would like to hear 

about how you’ve coped with the changes.  We are not in this alone – everyone is doing their best to keep the 

parishioners safe while continuing to serve.  Let me hear from you, and I’ll include your story in the Newsletter 

– send stories to Judy Henderson at jem2415@earthlink.net or give me a call at 321-327-3175. 

 

DUES AND LOVE OFFERING 

An EMail was recently sent to all Diocesan churches requesting that they pay Diocesan Altar Guild dues  – $10 

for churches or $5 for missions.  The dues are used to pay for printing and mailing the quarterly newsletter to 

all churches and for other operating expenses.  In addition to dues, it is suggested that churches/Altar Guilds 

make a “Love Offering” in any amount their members may want to contribute.  This Love Offering is used to 

assist with the care of the Canterbury Chapel, the Bishop’s Oratory, and the Chapel at Camp Wingmann.  The 

Love Offering also helps offset the costs of annual DAG meetings and helps pay the expenses for the 

Diocesan President to represent the Diocese at the annual Province IV Altar Guild meeting and the National 

Altar Guild meeting generally held every three years in conjunction with the Episcopal Church Convention.  

Please send your 2021 dues and Love Offerings to Cyndy Berry, Diocesan Altar Guild Treasurer, at 4201 

Limerick Dr., Lake Wales, FL 33859, and indicate on the check “For Diocesan 2021 Altar Guild Dues and/or 

Love Offering.” 

 

CENTRAL FLORIDA DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD (DAG) BOARD: 
-- President:  Kathy Shearer - Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com 

-- Vice President – Lynn Johns - Cell 305-394-6771 – lajohns1@comcast.net          

-- Newsletter Editor:   Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net              

-- Secretary:   Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson917@aol.com             

-- Treasurer:  Cyndy Berry – Home 863-875-7043 - Cell 203-215-0125 (no texts) – cyndy.berry@usa.net                 

-- Chaplain:   The Rev Michelle Roach – Cell 407-484-9857 - rmichellemona@gmail.com 

-- Central Deanery:                 

  -- Kathy Shearer – Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com                                        

 -- Eve Hyatt – Home/Work 407-880-3416 – samias@aol.com        

 -- Beth Hyatt - Home 407-884-6058 – Cell 407-252-4934 – samias@aol.com  

-- Northeast Deanery:             

 -- Judy Valk – Home 386-960-7413 – jayempea@cfl.rr.com                

 -- Riek Fitzpatrick – Cell 386-837-7455 -- riekfitzpatrick@yahoo.com           

 -- Sandi Hendriks – Cell 386-748-1186 -- sandihendriks@yahoo.com                                              

              -- Susan Gummey – Cell 386-547-7227 -- mrsgummey@aol.com              

-- Northwest Deanery:                 

-- Dianne Casson – Home 352-787-0508 – Cell 352-255-5444 – dcasson@embarqmail.com   

-- Lynn Johns – Cell 305-240-0163 – lajohns1@comcast.net        (new phone number) 

 -- Barbara Miller - 214-773-3464 - barb.miller@earthlink.net      
-- Southeast Deanery:             

 -- Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net 

 -- Alex Rockefeller -  585-978-0162 - ayrock70@gmail.com 
-- Southwest Deanery:             

 -- Betty Seckinger - Cell 863-221-4103 – bettyboop100100@gmail.com            

 -- Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson917@aol.com    

 -- Cyndy Berry – Home 863-875-7043 - Cell 203-215-0125 (no texts) – cyndy.berry@usa.net   

-- Emeritus Members: 

-- Nancy Brantly - Home 863-299-7026; Cell 863-660-8596 – miltnancy@verizon.net                   

-- Sue Geiger - Cell 352-617-0076 – sue.geiger@outlook.com                 

 -- Suzie Lore - Home  352-729-2459; Cell 407-761-4920 – Loresl@aol.com 
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NECROLOGY LIST 

 

IN MEMORY OF ALTAR GUILD MEMBERS 

OF THE DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 

as of February 2021 

            

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
It has been our practice for several years to publish a list of deceased Altar Guild members from throughout 
the Diocese at our Annual DAG meeting.  Since we will not have an Annual Meeting this year, we decided to 
publish the Necrology List in the February 2021 newsletter. 

 
HOLY TRINITY – Melbourne 
 
 JUNE GOLDER 
 LEILA SEABOLD 
 PHYLLIS WOODFORD 
 
ST GEORGE’S – THE VILLAGES 
 
 MARGARET SQUIRE 
 
ST. MICHAEL’S – ORLANDO 
 
 JANE LEIGHTON 
 
ST PAUL’S – WINTER HAVEN 
 
 LESTER COLLIER 
 EILEEN RACE 
 BEV SCHNAITMAN 
 
If you have names that you did not submit for this issue, you can submit names to Judy Henderson – jem2415@earthlink.net – for 
inclusion in the April issue of the newsletter.  Deadline is 31 March 2021. 
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