
 

 

             

       

 

  

     

              
      Altar Flowers 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               
    
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D
IO

C
ES

E 
O

F 
C

EN
TR

A
L 

FL
O

R
ID

A
 A

LT
A

R
 G

U
IL

D
 

 D
A

G
 N

EW
SL

ET
TE

R
 

    Issue 2020 Vol III 

       August 2020 

        

                      DAG NEWSLETTER 

Diocesan Board:  See Page 4 for Board Member contact information. 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT KATHY SHEARER: 
 
Despite the uncertain times we have been living in for the past 5 months and not 
knowing what the future holds, your Diocesan Altar Guild (DAG) Board is thinking 
positive and making plans for our 2021 Annual Meeting.   I met with Northwest Deanery 
representatives Barbara Miller and Dianne Casson and Fr. John Kelly at St George 
Episcopal Church in The Villages on June 15th.  We viewed and discussed the use of 
their facilities.  Fr. John Kelly has agreed to have his church host our 2021 Annual 
Meeting. 
   
On July 13th your DAG Board met by ZOOM to review the evaluations from our 
February 2020 Annual DAG Meeting and to discuss plans for our 2021 Annual Meeting 
scheduled for February 27, 2021, at St. George Episcopal Church.  Based upon 
comments and suggestions on the evaluations, the DAG Board will most likely offer 
multiple workshops at next year's meeting.  We will have a flower workshop, a linen 101 
workshop and possibly a third workshop.  We have a number of suggested topics for the 
third workshop, but if there is a topic which would interest you and entice you to attend 
the 2021 Annual Meeting, please send your suggestion to me by email at:  
wwdassoc@gmail.com. 
 
In addition to our Eucharist with Bishop Brewer, informative workshops, meeting altar 
guild members from other churches, one of the benefits of attending the Annual 
Diocesan Altar Guild Meeting is the opportunity to participate in a Eucharist in the 
beautiful Episcopal churches in our Diocese.  We rotate the location of our meetings 
through each of the five Deaneries and each year a church from within the designated 
Deanery hosts our Annual Meeting.   We have such a wide variety of churches and 
each is unique and special in its own way.  Personally, I have enjoyed the experience of 
being in at least 10 churches I would never have seen without attending a DAG Annual 
Meeting.  
 
We have all had our lives changed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  We have adjusted 
our daily routines, our work schedules, our organized worship, our altar guild 
responsibilities, and many other things that we have taken for granted.  But one thing 
has not changed... our ability to pray, to have communication with God, who is always 
with us. 
 
Be safe.  Wear your mask.  Social distance.  Pray.  
           
           
      
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

27 Feb 2021 – Annual Diocesan Altar Guild Meeting – St George – The Villages 

 

Summer 2021 - ??? – National Altar Guild Association (NAGA) Meeting and Episcopal 

Church Convention – THIS MEETING IS ON HOLD FOR NOW – Watch For Future Updates 

(see the NAGA Summer EPISTLE for more information)  
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ST JUDE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH - NORTHEAST DEANERY ALTAR GUILD  
By Sandi Hendriks, Altar Guild Directress, St Jude’s, Orange City 

 
March 17th, 2020, is the day in our lives where everything changed as we know it; COVID 19 changed that. 

At St Jude’s Episcopal Church we scrambled ideas around with the approval of the Bishop on how we were to 
move forward to continue our church service.  Reverend Phyllis Bartle got started right away and came up with 
a solution for us to live stream church through our Facebook page. That week the Reverend Bartle, Deacons, 
Vestry and staff all pulled together and decided how we could conduct a church service.   Reverend Bartle and 
team still masked and gloved, following the live streamed service, held a drive through communion for parish 
members to come and receive communion. No one was allowed to leave their cars during this process.  From 
the middle of March until Pentecost this was our only church service. Starting on the day of Pentecost, we held 
our first church service in the actual church for 8 AM Mass and we also still continue our live stream service at 
10:30 AM with the drive through communion.  
               
How does this change affect the Altar Guild Team Members?  Our  
cleaning and preparation for the services have changed drastically.   
Instead of polishing and dusting our wood surfaces, we use Clorox  
wipes through the church. The floors are wet mopped, all surfaces  
sterilized.  We use masks and gloves throughout the setup of the  
Altar.  Each weekly ritual requires the use of 2 or 3 pairs of rubber  
gloves to be disposed of immediately. Nothing is touched without  
the use of rubber gloves, and masks from the counting out of the  
wafers to the setting up of the Altar.  We have an LED sterilization  
wand which is used over the pews each week, and which sits on the  
Altar as a reminder to use it constantly.  We use fewer linens as we  
keep most of our tables bare for sanitation.                   Deacon Jim Floyd distributing wafers  
 
At the 8 AM service we use masks and social distancing.  The weekly bulletins are put out on a back table, 

each person picks up their own bulletin, our greeter escorts each person to his/her pew, and during Holy 

Communion, we practice 6 FT social distancing to approach Reverend Bartle for communion to receive only 

the wafer and after the service each member files out single file to keep the same social distancing. Following 

the service the Altar Guild members glove up again and clean everything just like they set up.  We have Clorox 

wipes and hand sanitizers dispersed all over the church. No books in the pews, everything is on our screens.   

To date this is the way we are conducting our services and how the Altar Guild members are preparing the 

Altar “and…it works.”  

EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, APOPKA, DEDICATES HISTORICAL MARKER 
Submitted by Beth Hyatt 

                
Pentecost 2017 was a special celebration for Holy Spirit in Apopka.        
The Florida Historical Program honored Holy Spirit with a Historical  
Marker to commemorate Holy Spirit’s integral part of Apopka’s  
history.    
 
The original church structure was built in 1886 by the First Congrega- 
tional Church and was abandoned following the great freeze of 1895. 
The structure fell into neglect until 1902, when St Luke’s Cathedral 
purchased the building to start an Episcopal Mission. 
 
The building was restored and reconsecrated and the Episcopal Church 
of Holy Spirit conducted their first service on November 16, 1902.  
 
       (continued on pg 3)) 
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EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, APOPKA, DEDICATES HISTORICAL MARKER 
(continued from page 2) 

 
 
       
       In 1970, the church was relocated from its original site at 
       the corner of Main Street and Park Avenue to its current 
       location on Sixth Street.  In October 2016, The Episcopal 
       Church of the Holy Spirit was named a Florida Heritage  
       Site by the Florida Department of State.   
 
       See more about the Episcopal Church of the Holy Spirit at 
                www.HolySpiritApopka.com    

     
       [If you would like us to highlight your church in the DAG  
       Newsletter, please send your input to Judy Henderson at  
       Jem2415@earthlink.net or mail to 1978 Red Bud Cir NW,  
       Palm Bay, FL 32907] 

 
 

CAMP WINGMANN  
By Kathy Shearer 

 
Camp Wingmann's All Angels Chapel is one of the chapels your Diocesan Altar Guild Board supports on an 
annual basis.   In the photos, the Rev. Bill Yates, Vicar of All Angels Chapel, and Kathy Shearer, representing 
the DAG Board, placed the new fair linen on the altar.  Eve Hyatt, a Central Deanery DAG Representative, 
created this easy care linen with the five crosses, which are similar to the crosses on the Camp Wingmann 
banner in the background.  Rev. Yates is very appreciative of this new addition to their chapel.  Your DAG 
Board also supports the Bishop's Oratory as well as the St Francis Oratory and the St Andrews Chapel at 
Canterbury.  
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
               
               
          Kathy Shearer and Fr Bill Yates 

 

CHECK OUT THE DIOCESE OF CENTRAL FLORIDA FACEBOOK PAGE 
–  for the latest news about what’s going on in the Diocese – listen to sermons, etc. 

Log onto http://www.cfdiocese.org/ and click on the FACEBOOK symbol at the top of the page 
 

CHECK OUT THE NATIONAL ALTAR GUILD ASSOCIATION (NAGA) WEBSITE: 
 http://www.nationalaltarguildassociation.org/ 
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ST MICHAEL’S – ORLANDO – Special Preparations During the Corona Virus: 
By Kathy Shearer 

 
Since 2017, St. Michael's has live-streamed our 10:15 service via You Tube.  With the re-opening of churches, 
we now have both a 7:45 Rite I service and our 10:15 Rite II service with distance communion for those 
worshipping via the live-stream.  Parishioners can pick up containers of wine and wafers on Thursday or Friday 
from our church office and during Communion at our 10:15 live-stream service, Fr Rick or Fr Greg gives a 
special blessing of these sacraments to be consumed at home.  On Wednesdays, St. Michael's Church also 
has “Noonday prayer” and “Compline” at 8 pm via Zoom. 
 
DUES AND LOVE OFFERING 

It’s not too late to pay 2020 Diocesan Altar Guild (DAG) dues – $10 for churches or $5 for missions.  The dues 

are used to pay for printing and mailing newsletter to churches and for other operating expenses.  In addition to 

dues, it is suggested that churches/Altar Guilds make a “Love Offering” in any amount their members may 

want to contribute.  This Love Offering is used to assist with the care of the Canterbury Chapel, the Bishop’s 

Oratory, and the Chapel at Camp Wingmann.  The Love Offering also helps offset the costs of annual DAG 

meetings and helps pay the expenses for the Diocesan President to represent the Diocese at the annual 

Province IV Altar Guild meeting and the National Altar Guild meeting held every three years in conjunction with 

the Episcopal Church Convention.   Please make checks payable to the “Diocese of Central Florida” and 

indicate on the check “For Diocesan 2020 Altar Guild Dues and/or Love Offering.”  Please mail the check to  

Cyndy Berry, Diocesan Altar Guild Treasurer, at 4201 Limerick Dr., Lake Wales, FL 33859,  

   
        

CENTRAL FLORIDA DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD (DAG) BOARD: 
-- President:  Kathy Shearer - Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com 

-- Vice President – Lynn Johns - Cell 305-394-6771 – lajohns1@comcast.net          

-- Newsletter Editor:   Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net              

-- Secretary:   Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson675@aol.com             

-- Treasurer:  Cyndy Berry – Home 863-875-7043 - Cell 203-215-0125 (no texts) – cyndy.berry@usa.net                 

-- Chaplain:   The Rev Michelle Roach – Cell 407-484-9857 - rmichellemona@gmail.com 

-- Central Deanery:                 

  -- Kathy Shearer – Cell 407-230-4350 – wwdassoc@gmail.com                                        

 -- Eve Hyatt – Home/Work 407-880-3416 – samias@aol.com        

 -- Beth Hyatt - Home 407-884-6058 – Cell 407-252-4934 – samias@aol.com  

-- Northeast Deanery:             

 -- Judy Valk – Home 386-960-7413 – jayempea@cfl.rr.com                

 -- Riek Fitzpatrick – Home 386-951-4129; Cell 386-837-7455 -- riekfitzpatrick@yahoo.com           

 -- Sandi Hendriks – Cell 386-748-1186 -- sandihendriks@yahoo.com                                              

              -- Susan Gummey – Cell 386-547-7227 -- mrsgummey@aol.com              

-- Northwest Deanery:                 

-- Dianne Casson – Home 352-787-0508 – Cell 352-255-5444 – dcasson@embarqmail.com   

-- Lynn Johns – Cell 305-394-6771 – lajohns1@comcast.net   

 -- Barbara Miller - 214-773-3464 - barb.miller@earthlink.net      
-- Southeast Deanery:             

 -- Judy Henderson - Home 321-327-3175; Cell 321-536-3965 – jem2415@earthlink.net 

 -- Alex Rockefeller -  585-978-0162 - ayrock70@gmail.com 
-- Southwest Deanery:             

 -- Betty Seckinger - Cell 863-221-4103 – bettyboop100100@gmail.com            

 -- Betsy Watson - Home 863-688-2162; Cell 863-670-1602 – eswatson917@aol.com    

 -- Cyndy Berry – Home 863-875-7043 - Cell 203-215-0125 (no texts) – cyndy.berry@usa.net   

-- Emeritus Members: 

-- Nancy Brantly - Home 863-299-7026; Cell 863-660-8596 – miltnancy@verizon.net                   

-- Sue Geiger - Cell 352-617-0076 – sue.geiger@outlook.com                 

 -- Suzie Lore - Home  352-729-2459; Cell 407-761-4920 – Loresl@aol.com 
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