
Ionia County Board of Commissioners 

100 West Main Street, Ionia, Michigan 48846 

 

September 24, 2022, 8:30 a.m. 

 

Minutes 

 

Members Present:  County Commissioner David Hodges, County Commissioner Larry 

Tiejema, County Commissioner Karen Banks, County Commissioner Ally 

Cook, County Commissioner Scott Wirtz, County Commissioner Jack 

Shattuck, County Commissioner Georgia Sharp 

 

Members Absent:    

 

Other Present:  County Clerk Greg Geiger 

 

I. Call to Order 

Hodges called the meeting to order. 

 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

Hodges led the pledge of allegiance. 

 

III. Invocation 

Hodges led the invocation. 

 

IV. Approval of Agenda 

Board discussed agenda. 

Motion to Approve 

Moved by Shattuck 

Supported by Banks 

Motion carried by voice vote 

 

V. Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 

VI. New Business 

Mr. Richards from the Michigan Municipal League presented an overview of the 

interview process. 

 

Board interviewed Mr. Patrick Jordan, touching on topics including previous 

work experience, management philosophy, grant writing experience, and vision 

for the County. 

 

Board interviewed Mr. James Palenick touching on topics including previous 

work experience, management philosophy, grant writing experience, and vision 

for the County. 



Board interviewed Mr. Darcy Long touching on topics including previous work 

experience, management philosophy, grant writing experience, and vision for the 

County. 

 

Board interviewed Mr. Dennis Durham touching on topics including previous 

work experience, management philosophy, grant writing experience, and vision 

for the County. 

 

VII. Deliberations 

Tiejema indicated to Mr. Richards that he would like more information from the 

references. Shattuck indicated that he believed it would be best if the Board 

narrowed the pool to two applicants to consider. Board cast paper ballots to 

indicate preferences and identify top two candidates. 

 

Richards assisted Board with process and discussed options for ranking 

candidates. 

 

Board identified Mr. Durham as the number one candidate and Mr. Jordan as the 

number two candidate. Board members each described what they liked about Mr. 

Durham and Mr. Jordan. Board discussed offering position to Mr. Durham first, 

and if he passes or is otherwise not eligible, making the offer to Mr. Jordan. 

 

Richard explained how the process would move forward after offer is extended. 

 

VIII. Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 

IX. Motion 

Board discussed motion to extend conditional offer of employment to Dennis  

Durham and direct the MML to complete a background investigation and conduct  

further reference review, and if that offer is fails for any reason, the same offer is  

to be extended to Patrick Jordan under the same conditions. 

Motion to Extend Offer 

Moved by Banks 

Supported by Tiejema 

Motion carried by voice vote 

 

Board discussed motion to authorize Hodges and Eppler to initiate discussions  

with Dennis Durham on terms of a mutually acceptable employment agreement.  

Such contract will be presented to the Board of Commissioners for approval prior  

to signature and executions. 

Motion to Authorize 

Moved by Banks 

Supported by Tiejema 

Motion carried by voice vote 

 



X. Adjournment 

Motion to Adjourn 

Moved by Shattuck 

Supported by Wirtz 

Motion carried by voice vote 

 

 

    
David Hodges, Board of Commissioners Chairman  Gregory Geiger, County Clerk 
 


