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Australia has shunned one of the key actions to 
come out of the UN climate change conference 
COP 26 by bowing out of an international pledge 
to reduce methane emissions.

Methane is considered one of the most potent 
greenhouse gases and the second-biggest 
contributor to global warming behind carbon 
dioxide.

Overnight, the US and the European Union 
announced that more than 100 countries had 
joined their effort to reduce methane emissions by 
30 per cent by 2030.

Australia joins China, Russia, India and Iran – 
among the world’s biggest methane emitters – in 
refusing to join the worldwide push.

The US and EU consider reducing methane a 
powerful weapon in the fight to ensure the globe 
does not heat more than 1.5 degrees Celsius.

“Methane is one of the gases we can cut fastest, 
doing that will immediately slow down climate 
change,” said European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen.

Methane traps more heat, but breaks down in the 
atmosphere faster than some other greenhouse 
gases, meaning reductions will also have a more 
immediate impact on global warming, she said.

Methane emissions come from natural and 
human-made sources, including, gas, open-pit 
coal mines, landfill, and cattle and sheep.

Former Australian Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull described Australia’s position at COP26 
as “disappointing”.

“We can’t keep on pretending that this is a 
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problem [climate change] we can push out to 
the future; this is happening right now,” he said in 
Glasgow.

“We are living with the reality of global warming 
now, we need to stop burning coal and gas and 
[we have] got to reduce methane emissions.”

Mr Turnbull noted that even Australia’s presence 
at COP 26 — via a stall where countries highlight 
their work to fight climate change — was wrong.

“The Australia stand has a gas company 
highlighted [Santos], apparently at the insistence 
of the energy minister … it’s a joke,” he said.

Rachel Kyte, an advisor to the UN Secretary-
General, said the methane pledge was one of the 
significant actions to come out of COP 26, and 
said Australia’s refusal to join was puzzling.

“This is the first time that there has been a 
commitment on methane,” the former World Bank 
Group Vice President said.

“The UK presidency put a lot of weight behind 
this, the US has played a very important role in the 
diplomacy.

“So as a developed economy [Australia] to not 
want to be on the leading edge of that seems to 
be self-defeating.”

She said Australia’s climate position was generally 
“really disappointing”.

“Nothing really new from the federal government, 
all of the progress that’s been made has been 
made because of states and cities in Australia now 
embracing really exciting technologies.”

AUSTRALIA REFUSES TO SIGN UP TO GLOBAL 
COMMITMENT TO CUT METHANE EMISSIONS
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