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Welcome 
 

If you are with us for the first time, please make yourself comfortable. We look forward to meeting you. If you 
would like to learn more about the church, please fill out a card (hanging in each pew), put it in the offering plate 
or hand it to an usher or member of the clergy, and we will be in touch. It is our custom to be silent before the 
service, so as you take some time to pray, please turn off all electronic devices. All you should need to participate in 
the service is found here in this bulletin and in the blue hymnal in the pew racks. Hearing assist devices are 
available from the ushers. Nursery care for young children is available in the Education Wing, and children are also 
welcome to stay in the service with their families.  
 

Our ushers are here to help create a welcoming and safe space for worship. Please speak to an usher if you have 
questions, need assistance, or become aware of a health or safety concern. Again, welcome.  
 

This week’s scriptures: 
The voice of God 

 

Today’s readings resound with the voice of the Lord. God says in Isaiah, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my 
chosen, in whom my soul delights.” Peter explains in Acts of the Apostles how God spoke through both the 
prophets and Jesus. And in Matthew’s gospel, we hear God’s voice from heaven saying, “This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” In all three readings, the voice of the Lord speaks in words, through 
people, sharing who God is with God’s chosen people. Psalm 29 carries the theme beyond words and beyond 
prophets, as the voice of the Lord resounds in the creation: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters, breaks the 
cedar trees, splits flames of fire, shakes the wilderness, and makes the oak trees writhe. What does it mean that 
God’s voice is not limited to humankind? What does it mean that God speaks not just in words but in wind and 
water and fire? Perhaps Psalm 29 reminds us that God is not and will not be contained by words alone. We read 
and hear the voice of God in Scripture, but we are remiss if we do not also listen for all the ways in which God’s 
voice speaks, through the creation, through the liturgy, and through the love between God’s people. 

 

 
 

THE VOLUNTARY    Schmücke dich, o liebe Seele      Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness 

 
THE PROCESSIONAL HYMN 76    On Jordan’s bank, the Baptist’s cry WINCHESTER NEW 
All stand and sing. 
 
Celebrant   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  

People Amen. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Title:  Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis    Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev.  

 
 

Title:  Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis    Music: Robert Powell (b. 1932), rev.   Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. Father in heaven, who at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan proclaimed him 

your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit: Grant that all who are baptized into 
his Name may keep the covenant they have made, and boldly confess him as Lord and 
Savior; who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. 

People Amen. 



 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 4 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
THE FIRST LESSON Isaiah 42:1–9 
All sit. 
 

ere is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my spirit 
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make 
it heard in the street; a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he will not 

quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established 
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching. Thus says God, the Lord, who created the 
heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to 
the people upon it and spirit to those who walk in it: I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I 
have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison 
those who sit in darkness. I am the Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to 
idols. See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth, I 
tell you of them. 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALTER    Let all the heavenly beings yield praise to God alone LLANGLOFFAN 
All remain seated and sing. Paraphrase of Psalm 29 

 

 
  

H 
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THE EPISTLE Acts 10:34–43 
 

eter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ — he is Lord of all. 

That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but 
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as 
judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in 
him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
THE SEQUENCE HYMN 339    Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness  SCHMÜCKE DICH 
All stand and sing.  
 
THE GOSPEL Matthew 3:13–17 
 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Matthew. 
All Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

esus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when 

Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him 
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Children are invited to go to Children’s Chapel, and will return at the Peace.  
 
 

P 

J 
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THE SERMON The Reverend Margie Baker 
All sit.  
 
THE NICENE CREED 
All stand. 
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father. 
 Through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven: 
 by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
  and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried.  
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
 He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
The people say the words in bold. 
 

Sisters and brothers, our baptismal vows call us to compassion and mercy on behalf of those in need. We 
offer our prayers for the church and the world.  
 

For the church, that it may stand fast in the one faith to which it has been called, let us pray to the Lord: 
Lord, hear our prayer.  
 



BAPTISM OF OUR LORD  7 

For the world, that our conflicts may cease, that our leaders may serve with wisdom and humility, and 
that peace may reign in this new year, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

For all Christians who have been baptized into the one family of faith, that our lives reflect the 
forgiveness and love that was first shown to us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

For this community of faith, that we may love and serve one another in the same way that Christ loved 
and served us, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

For the sick and the suffering, especially those on our parish prayer list; those in Puerto Rico affected by 
last week’s earthquake; and the people, animals and ecosystems threatened by wildfires in Australia, 
that their sickness may be healed, their pain relieved, and their struggles alleviated, let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the faithful who have gone before us, that we may follow the example of their lives and be reunited 
with them in the joy of everlasting life, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

Celebrant Lord God, you revealed your Son in the waters of the Jordan and anointed him with the 
power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim good news to all people. Sanctify us by the same 
Spirit, that we may proclaim the healing power of the gospel by acts of love in your name.  

People Amen. 
 
THE PEACE  
 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
All And also with you. 

 

We greet one another in the name of Christ. 
 
THE WELCOME 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM    Jesu, joy of man’s desiring     Johann Sebastian Bach (1685–1750) 
 

Jesu, joy of man’s desiring, 
holy wisdom, love most bright; 
drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring 
soar to uncreated light. 
 

Word of God, our flesh that fashioned, 
with the fire of life impassioned, 
striving still to truth unknown, 
soaring, dying round Thy throne. 
 

Through the way where hope is guiding, 
hark, what peaceful music rings; 
where the flock, in Thee confiding, 
drink of joy from deathless springs. 
 

Theirs is beauty’s fairest pleasure; 
theirs is wisdom’s holiest treasure. 
Thou dost ever lead Thine own 
in the love of joys unknown. 
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In his final job as cantor of the Thomaskirche in Leipzig, Bach had the unenviable task of composing, rehearsing, directing, and 
performing nearly 60 sacred cantatas a year. Over his lifetime, he would write some 400 of these, though sadly nearly half are 
lost. The Cantata No. 147 (Herz und Mund und Tat und Leben) was first performed on July 2, 1723. The final chorale 
is Jesus, des Menschen Freude, or Jesu, joy of man’s desiring. The work is in the form of a cantus firmus chorale prelude, 
where the melody appears in long notes within an inner voice, which is orchestrated below a more elaborate triplet melody 
woven contrapuntally around it. Bach was not considered a saint by his students and contemporaries in Leipzig. However, he 
was obviously sincere when he wrote, “The aim and final end of all music should be none other than the glory of God and the 
refreshment of the soul. If heed is not paid to this, it is not true music.” 
 
THE PRESENTATION HYMN OLD 100TH 

 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

The Celebrant continues. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have created a new 
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

THE SANCTUS 
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Music: from Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).  
Adaptation: Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc 
 

All remain standing or kneel. 
 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us 
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into 
righteousness, out of death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to 
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
We remember his death. 
We proclaim his resurrection. 
We await his coming in glory. 
 

The Celebrant continues. 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your 
creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of 
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may 
be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in 
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may 
enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of 
all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.  
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Celebrant And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name,  
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom, 
  and the power, 
  and the glory 
  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. 

 

 
Music: from Deutsche Messe; Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (b. 1937).  
Adaptation: Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. 

 
THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
 and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

Everyone is invited to receive Holy Communion at St. John’s. 
Gluten-free wafers are available; please ask the clergy at the communion rail. 
If you would like a blessing instead of Communion, please cross your arms over your chest. 
If you would like healing prayers, please go to the baptismal font at the rear of the nave after receiving Communion. 
 
THE COMMUNION ANTHEM   Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks  Herbert Howells (1892–1983) 
   Words: Psalm 42: 1–3 

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, 
so longeth my soul after thee, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God, 
yea, even for the living God. 
When shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 
My tears have been my meat day and night, 
while they daily say unto me, 
“Where is now thy God?” 
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A powerful, pleading, “Where is thy God?” is the central message of the Howells psalm setting, but even more powerful is the 
imagery of deer in placid fields, yet thirsty. From the first notes of the introduction, the listener is drawn into a musical 
landscape, which sounds as if it was already in progress long before we began hearing it. 
 
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
All stand or kneel. 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
All Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
 Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of 
 his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and 
 courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
 Lord. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING 

The Celebrant gives the blessing and the people respond, Amen. 
 
THE HYMN IN PROCESSION    Shall we gather at the river AT THE RIVER 
All stand and sing. 
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THE DISMISSAL  
The minister dismisses the people, and the people respond, Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
THE VOLUNTARY    Andante largo in D for trumpet     John Stanley (1713–1786) 
 

The closing voluntary is a part of worship, extending the beauty of holiness so that the congregation can remember and give 
thanks for God’s Word as it has been experienced this day. All are invited to say Amen at the end of the voluntary as a 
conclusion to our worship. 
 
 
 
 

The Bible texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the 
National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA, and used by permission. 
Hymns used by permission of OneLicense, No. A-724992. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
Psalm Antiphon from A HymnTune Psalter, Revised Common Lectionary Edition ©2007 Carl P. Daw, Jr., and Kevin R. Hackett. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE LITURGY 
Celebrant: The Reverend Susan Pinkerton 

Preacher: The Reverend Margie Baker 
Deacon: The Reverend Walter McKenney 

Layreader: John Hardy 
The St. John’s Adult Choir 

Organist and Choirmaster: Scott Lamlein 
Organ Scholar: Ted Babbitt 

Ushers: John Amamoo, Bette-Jane Hardersen, Shirley Blean, Sarah Kieffer, Philip Chapman 
Acolytes: Meg Babbitt, Morgan Babbitt, James Baker, Ford Gillespie 

Altar Guild: June Aziz, Conny DeLuca and Kate Eikel 
Healing Prayers: Sarah Kieffer 

 

At Hughes Health and Rehabilitation Center: 
Layreader: Bess Amamoo 
Musician: Natalie Giana 

 
 
 

HAPPENING TODAY 
 

Faith Forum on Planned Giving, 9:30 a.m. “Planned giving” refers to the ways that you can support the 
church, now and in the future, via financial instruments such as wills, trusts, retirement accounts, etc. Join our 
Planned Giving chairpeople, Karen Licht and Dave Grimaldi, for a discussion of the spiritual and practical aspects 
of remembering the church in your financial planning. There will be time for questions and resources for you to 
take home.  
 

Youth Group, 5 to 7 p.m. This week’s youth group meeting and dinner will focus on planning for a new 
tradition of youth-led evening worship on the third Sunday evening of the month. This week, we’ll plan (and eat 
and play some games too!), and next week, we’ll worship. As always, all youth in 5th through 12th grade (or 
equivalent) are welcome, as are friends.  
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In your prayers this week, please pray for: 
 

Peace in our world, for those serving our country in the armed services, and for all victims of war and violence. 
 

The parish of Santa Cruz del Norte, our companion parish in Cuba, and Saint Sauveur School, Les Cayes, Haiti. 
 

Séminaire de Théologie d’Église Épiscopale d’Haïti (STEEH), the Episcopal Seminary in Haiti. 
 

Residents of the Caleb Hitchcock Center at Duncaster; the George Beach Apartments, Allen Place, Hartford; and 
the Hughes Health and Rehabilitation Center. 
 

Our postulant, Michael Corey.  
 

All those whose hurts, burdens and fears are unspoken or unknown. 
 

Those in need of healing, help, and comfort: 
Jim Evans 
Kim Green 
Janet Ray 
Susan Murray 
Brad Babbitt 
Billy Ulrich 
Nicky 

Susan 
Meg 
Edith Connolly 
Linda Evans 
Jane Bartlett 
Sue 
Jeannine 

Michael 
Beth 
Chris 
Mary Stoughton 
Ellie Brown 
Peter 
 

Mary Byrd 
Ann Marie 
Daphne Lynch Fifield 
Paul 
Graham 
Eliot Makan 
 

 

 

Those celebrating birthdays this week: 
John Church 
Buffy Cech 
Bobby Eikel 
Giselle Genece  

Sam Verney 
Celia Kosinski 
Sophie Hart 

 

 

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer: 
 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Australia. 
 

In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:  
 

Pray for Holy Advent, Clinton; Trinity Church, Collinsville; St. James’, Danbury; and for wardens, treasurers, 
clerks, and all vestry members, elected delegates, and annual parish meetings. 
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St. John’s EYC (Episcopal Youth Community), Sundays from 5 to 7 p.m.  
Upcoming EYC events are listed below. Dinner is provided, and more information will be shared about each 
meeting as it approaches. Adult assistance is needed! If you are an adult who can help provide supervision or 
dinner, contact Margie at margie@sjparish.net.  

• January 12 – Games and planning for youth-led worship 
• January 19 – Worship service led by the youth group. Everyone is welcome!  
• January 26 – Exploring different ways to pray 

 

Intergenerational Faith Forum & Jazz Eucharist, Sunday, January 19, starting at 9:30 a.m. 
Next Sunday, our intergenerational Faith Forum at 9:30 a.m. will feature several stations where parishioners of all 
ages will learn about and reflect on the work and legacy of the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. At the 10:30 service, 
the Hot Cat Jazz Band will bring Gospel and Dixieland jazz style to the service music and hymns. Please join us for 
this favorite annual event.  
 

Youth-Led Evening Prayer & Potluck, Sunday, January 19, 5:30 p.m. 
Join us for a new tradition of evening worship, led by our youth group, on the third Sunday of the month. The youth 
group will gather as usual at 5 p.m. to get everything ready, then we’ll have worship at 5:30 followed by an informal 
potluck supper.  
 

Sacred Circle meeting, Tuesday, January 21, 7 p.m. 
Sacred Circle is a small committed group of women who meet once a month to explore our relationship to the sacred 
and to honor the divine in everyday life. Our meeting this month will be on Tuesday, January 21 at 7 p.m. in the 
church. Please come. All women are welcome. For more information, call Beth Rocco at (860) 521-5433. 
 

St. John’s Annual Meeting, Sunday, January 26, 9:30 a.m. 
The Annual Meeting of the parish will take place on Sunday, January 26, starting at 9:30 a.m. The meeting will 
temporarily adjourn for the 10:30 service, then continue with a potluck brunch afterward. Please bring contributions 
for the potluck brunch as follows: Last name A to I: Main dish (sandwiches, quiche, casserole, etc.); Last name J to P: 
Fruit or salad. Last name Q to Z: Baked goods. Note: There is no 8 a.m. service on this day.  
 

The slate of candidates to be voted on is as follows. Vestry members are elected to three-year terms. Wardens and 
Treasurers are elected for up to three consecutive one-year terms.    
 

To serve a three-year term on the Vestry: 
June Aziz 
Jyothsna Diaz 
Anne Harney 
 

To serve a one-year term as Warden: 
Geoff Emerick 
Virginia Van Dyk 
 

To serve a one-year term as Treasurer: 
Tim Goetz 
John Roche 
 

To serve as delegates to convention: 
Geoff Emerick 
Virginia Van Dyk 
Alternate: Tim Goetz 
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Choral Evensong, Sunday, January 26, 5 p.m. 
The January service of Choral Evensong will feature the choirs of Trinity Church, Hartford. Evensong is an ancient 
service that includes readings, chants, and prayers and offers worshippers a quiet, reflective space in which to be 
renewed and connect with God. All are invited — bring a friend.  
 

Pipes Alive! with Cheryl Wadsworth, Sunday, February 2, 12:30 p.m. 
Our monthly series of half-hour organ recitals continues with guest organist Cheryl Wadsworth, who will play works 
by Buxtehude, Demessieux, and Cook. All are invited to stay after the 10:30 service for our First Sunday Lunch before 
the Pipes Alive! recital begins at 12:30. Lunch and recital are both free, with donations accepted.  
 

“Episcopal 101” Classes, Sundays in February, 9:30 a.m. 
The February Faith Forums, at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays, will be devoted to “Episcopal 101” — an introduction to the 
beliefs and practices of the Episcopal Church. While this series is especially useful for newcomers or those considering 
baptism or confirmation, everyone is welcome to attend! 
 

Holy Land Pilgrimage, Fall 2020 
The Reverend Whitney Altopp of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Ridgefield is organizing a Holy Land Pilgrimage 
led by guide Iyad Qumri, who also led the St. John’s pilgrimage in 2018. Any St. John’s members who might like to 
join them are invited to contact Reverend Altopp at waltopp@ststephens-ridgefield.org or 203-438-3789 x13. The 
pilgrimage is August 28 to September 8, 2020, and the cost is $3,699 per person, double occupancy. 
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After-school tutoring at Covenant Prep 
All are invited to an information session in the Reception Room after the 10:30 service 
on January 19 to learn more about opportunities to provide after-school tutoring at 
Covenant Preparatory School, which is one of St. John’s community service partners. 
Covenant Prep is a tuition-free, faith-based college preparatory middle school located in 
downtown Hartford that provides young men from underserved communities the 
foundation to pursue higher education, develop their character, and live with integrity 
as community leaders. Come learn how you can support these students as an after-
school tutor!  

 

Point-in-Time (PIT) Count volunteers needed 
Journey Home, a St. John’s community partner, is recruiting volunteers for their “point in time” count of people who 
are homeless in the Hartford area. Volunteers will hit the streets in teams of three to five people early in the morning 
(5 to 7 a.m.) on Wednesday, January 22. Each team, led by an experienced member of Journey Home’s crisis response 
system, will seek out community members who are outside experiencing homelessness this winter, and enter data 
into an app on their phones. Volunteers must attend training on January 14 or January 15, from 5 to 7 p.m. To sign up 
or get more information, please e-mail volunteer@journeyhomect.org.  
 

Join with our faith community neighbors to honor local police and firefighters. 
Rabbi Michael Pincus of Congregation Beth Israel is organizing an event on May 17, 2020, in which Farmington 
Avenue faith communities will join together to honor our local first responders. He would like to have two lay 
representatives from St. John’s to work with him and other faith community representatives to plan the event. If you 
are interested in helping, please contact the parish office.  
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Vestry Nominees 2020 
Nominated as Warden 
 

Geoff Emerick — Geoff was introduced to the Episcopal Church in 1995 by his now-wife Karan, 
who was raised in the Anglican tradition. He was drawn by the church’s basis in scripture, 
tradition, and reason, but mostly by its consistently warm and welcoming parishioners. Geoff 
was confirmed in Chicago in 2002, and joined St. John’s on moving to Connecticut with his 
family in 2006. Since then he has served in various capacities, including two terms on the vestry 
and several years ushering and on the stewardship committee. His family is also extensively 
involved in parish life, especially through the music and choral programs. Geoff has practiced 
medicine for the last 25 years as a glaucoma and cataract specialist, and is the managing partner 
of the largest ophthalmology practice in the Hartford area. Geoff has volunteer roles in several regional and 
national medical and charitable organizations, including The Order of St. John and La Familia Foundation. He 
welcomes the opportunity to continue to serve in this amazing congregation.  
 
Nominated for a three-year term on the Vestry 
 

June Aziz— June and her husband Emmy joined St. John’s in 2018, drawn here by the warm 
welcome and excellent music programs. She is a member of the Altar Guild and is working with 
the rector to get new clergy vestments. For many years, she has served as a consultant for the 
Episcopal Church in Connecticut, and is part of their Racial Healing, Justice and Reconciliation 
Network. In a few weeks, two of her and Emmy’s great-grandsons will be baptized here at St. 
John’s.  

 

Jyothsna Diaz — Jyothsna has been a member of St. John’s for more than four years, right 
from when she moved to the U.S. in 2015 as part of a job assignment. She first visited St. John’s 
on her birthday, and has not looked back ever since. She loves St. John’s for its warmth, 
community spirit, diversity, and engaging programs for the church members and community. 
She thoroughly enjoys being a layreader and finds it a very fulfilling ministry. Additionally, 
she is a volunteer cook for Loaves and Fishes. She also chose to get married at St. John’s in 
August 2019 to her friend and soulmate, José Carlos Diaz. Her favorite church events are the 
jazz service, and the Thanksgiving and Christmas season events (especially the book sale!). Jyothsna holds an MBA 
in marketing and a master’s degree in design management, and has been educated in India and the U.K. She is a 
marketer and a designer by profession with 20-plus years of experience, and is currently employed with EXL 
Service as assistant vice president and global head of digital marketing. She was earlier a marketing entrepreneur 
and was also employed at various media corporations and digital marketing firms back in India. She is an avid 
traveler; book lover; cook, pug lover; connoisseur of art, culture and history; and is a self-taught painter and 
fashion designer. She and Carlos sponsor the education of an orphaned girl child in India. They currently reside in 
New Britain, CT. 
 

Anne Harney — Anne Harney has been a member of St. John’s since the fall of 2012, when she 
joined with her two teenaged children. Having been drawn to St. John’s by the music program, 
she and her daughter immediately joined the choir. Except for a brief hiatus in 2015–16 to study 
and sit for the CPA exam, she has remained a member of the choir and considers them a much-
loved second family. Anne was raised in Cheshire, CT, and grew up in the Lutheran church 
there, where her father was minister from 1960–1994. She was educated at the Lutheran-based  
Concordia College in Bronxville, NY, where she earned her undergraduate degree in mathematics. She joined the 
Episcopal Church in 1994 at Christ Church Cathedral, Lexington, KY. Having returned to Connecticut in 1998, 
Anne has been a member of various Episcopal churches in the state. In the last 10 years, she has taken four trips to 
England with various choirs, to spend a week-in-residence singing daily choral evensong at three different 
cathedrals — Ely Cathedral, Lincoln Cathedral (twice), and Southwark Cathedral in London — and considers those 
trips to be definitive in her spiritual and personal growth. Anne currently works as a manager in the tax 
department at the public accounting firm Mahoney Sabol, CPAs, in Glastonbury.    
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A message from the parish manager 
 
Dear St. John’s friends, 
 

Here we go again! Starting on Thursday, January 23, I will again be out of the office for several weeks of 
medical leave for my second knee replacement. I will not be checking e-mail or voicemail while I’m out. 
In my absence, you may contact Peggy O’Toole, our financial manager, at peggy@sjparish.net or 860-523-
5201 x 311. Peggy will either respond to your inquiry or forward it to another staff member or parish 
volunteer to handle. Peggy will be in the office Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The 
office will be closed on Fridays until I return to work full-time. 
 

I expect to return to work mid-February, but only part-time and mostly working from home. I will return 
to the office full-time in early to mid-March. 
 

Thank you for your support and good wishes!  
 

Ellen Painter Dollar 
Parish Manager 
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A place to discover connections with God and one another 
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679 Farmington Avenue, West Hartford, Connecticut 06119 
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES 

8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist each Sunday 
4:30 p.m. Celtic contemplative service on the first Sunday of the month (Oct – June) 

5 p.m. Choral Evensong on select fourth Sundays of the month (Sept – April) 

 
STAFF 

The Rev. Susan Pinkerton (susan@sjparish.net) ............................................................................................................. Rector 
The Rev. Margie Baker (margie@sjparish.net) ................................................................................................................ Curate 
Scott Lamlein (scott@sjparish.net) ................................................................................................................... Director of Music 
The Rev. Walter McKenney* (walter@sjparish.net) ...................................................................................................... Deacon 
The Rev. Hope Eakins* (hope@sjparish.net) .................................................................................................... Priest Associate 
The Rev. William J. Eakins* (bill@sjparish.net) ................................................................................................ Priest Associate 
Ellen Painter Dollar (ellen@sjparish.net) .............................................................. Parish Manager and Assistant to the Rector 
Dwight Latif (dwight@sjparish.net) .................................................................................................................................. Sexton 
Peggy O’Toole (peggy@sjparish.net) ................................................................................................... Financial Administrator 
Christa Rakich ..................................................................................................................................... Organ Artist-in-Residence 
Ralph Valentine ................................................................................................................... Organist and Choirmaster Emeritus 
 
*These positions are non-stipendiary. These clergy give generously of their time and expertise to support St. John’s mission and ministries. 
 
 

VESTRY 
Virginia Van Dyk .............................................................................................................................................................. Warden  
Wes Winterbottom ............................................................................................................................................................ Warden 
Tim Goetz and John Roche .................................................................................................................................... Co-Treasurers 
Ellen Painter Dollar .............................................................................................................................................................. Scribe 

2017-19: Geoff Emerick, Andrew Worrell 
2018-20: Steve Crocker, Ann Hutchinson, Alex Nelson 
2019-21: Ellen Flynn, David Grimaldi, Teresa Lohr 

 


