
“The most important thing to
know about Afghans is, whenever
a guest comes to our house, we’re
happy for it. We say that guest is
not only our guest, it’s God’s
guest that came to our house.”

DAVID
AFGHAN REFUGEE RECENTLY
RESETTLED BY WORLD RELIEF

We all remember the headlines coming out of
Afghanistan this past summer. Images of people at
the airport desperately trying to escape from their
own country. Planes packed wall to wall with men,
women and children.

You wanted to help. So you gave to World Relief,
trusting us with your resources and your compassion. 

We take that trust seriously, and wanted to let you
know about how your generosity has changed the
lives of thousands of Afghans who made it to safety
in the US.

AFGHAN CRISIS RESPONSE: UPDATE

David began working with the U.S. State Department
as a translator in 2002 and was working at the
Embassy in the months leading up to the fall of Kabul
to the Taliban. Over the next three days, David and
his colleagues — Afghan and American alike —
worked tirelessly to get rid of as much ammunition
and military equipment as they could so it wouldn’t
fall into the hands of the Taliban. 

On the fourth day of his shift, David was told to go
home, get his wife and children and bring them back.
Packing all they could into two bags, they returned
to the base, boarded a plane and left Afghanistan,
leaving his parents and siblings behind.

Evacuated first to Qatar then Germany, David flew to
D.C. where he and his family went through customs
and border security before finally landing in El Paso,
Texas where they would live on another U.S. military
base for 30 days. 

While living conditions in El Paso were better than
they were in Germany, life was still difficult. 

David’s family and the other evacuated Afghans had
to sleep in tents and wait in hours-long lines to get
food each day. His young kids were becoming 

DAVID'S STORY

restless, wishing they had stayed in
Afghanistan and believing that life was better
there. While David tried to comfort them, he
too was becoming impatient with living in a
tent on a military base.

But prior to the fall of Kabul, a few of David’s
friends and family had been resettled by
World Relief. Those friends were a lifeline to
David and his family, connecting them with a
World Relief program manager in our North
Texas Office named Jonathan.

David quickly made plans for his family to get
off the military base, purchasing plane tickets
to Fort Worth. When David's family arrived,
Jonathan and his team quickly found them a
home, stocked their apartment with basic
necessities and enrolled the kids in school.

“He got the apartment ready in two days. It
was amazing,” David said. “I couldn't believe
they helped us so much. They brought food,
furniture, beds for the kids, everything.
Everything was in the house like a family
living already.”
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To date, you have helped us welcome over
2,300 Afghans, providing comprehensive
services designed to help them adjust and
ultimately thrive. 

But that work hasn’t been easy. Our offices were
severely understaffed after years of federal cuts
to the refugee program. We are having to
rebuild our network while simultaneously
welcoming thousands of new Afghans to our
country. 

On a daily basis, our staff are laying aside their
job descriptions and pitching in to do whatever
is needed. Staff are rallying, working nights and
weekends. Even Office Directors are making
airport pick ups and setting up apartments.

YOU MADE A DIFFERENCE

The U.S. government has indicated that all Afghans remaining on US military bases must be released
by February 15th. As World Relief works alongside the U.S. Government to continue welcoming
Afghans like David and his family, we need your help now more than ever

In the next month, we expect to resettle an additional 1,000 Afghans. This level of activity requires
more staff, more volunteers, more churches, more donors and more prayer.

We have over 120 open staff positions across our network of 17 offices. Please pray that God
would bring the right people to these positions quickly and that they would be a source of love,
support and comfort to our Afghan brothers and sisters.

God has been so faithful in providing for this vital work. Please pray that he would quickly bring the
right people to our 120 open positions and that they would be a source of love, and comfort to our
Afghan brothers and sisters.

On behalf of David’s family, and all of the Afghan families still to come, we thank you.

WHAT'S NEXT
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“It’s a perfect storm all happening at
once... I do tell the staff, and I truly
believe this: this is a moment of time. 
I can’t explain it yet because I don’t
know how it will unfold personally,
for the nation, for the churches
who’ve stepped into this… that this
was a significant time in our office
life, in our community life, in our
nation. This helps me push through.”

TAMI MCLAUGHLIN
WORLD RELIEF FOX VALLEY OFFICE
DIRECTOR


