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Greenacres looks to future through possible park 
expansions
 

By Willie Howard

Palm Beach Post Staff Writer 

GREENACRES — Mayor Sam Ferreri and some members of the city council say 2013 might be the year to begin 
expanding the city’s recreation facilities, including the popular community center on Swain Boulevard and some of the city’s 
11 parks.

Ferreri said he would like to consider the possible expansion of Freedom Park — a large park on Pinehurst Drive built on 
land leased from Palm Beach County — to create additional soccer fields.

The longtime mayor also said he would like to see the city update parks that are “a little tired because of heavy use” and 
possibly build a new park in the southern part of the city near Nautica Isles, a residential community west of Haverhill Road 
and south of Melaleuca Lane.

Ferreri said the city hasn’t issued bonds to build parks since 1984. He and several council members noted that interest 
rates are low, making this a good time to borrow for city projects.

“I think we can tackle this all at once and get it done for the next 30 years,” Ferreri said.

Talk of expanding recreation facilities began during the Dec. 17 council meeting after council members discussed plans for 
a 2014 remodeling of the community hall on Martin Avenue to boost the building’s capacity for after-school programs.

The council also has discussed whether to expand the community center at 501 Swain Blvd.

Opened in 1999, the community center is a focal point for residents, including youth who play basketball in the gym after 
school and those who take classes there ranging from hip-hop fitness dance to fencing, karate and watercolor art. Seniors 
enjoy lunches and entertainment at the community center on weekdays.
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The community center contains a gymnasium, four rooms and a food-preparation area that are used by the city and rented 
for special events. Leisure Services Director Michele Thompson said the community center is typically full on weekday 
evenings and on Saturday mornings. It’s about half full between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on weekdays.

Thompson said the city could rent the community center for special events such as birthday parties and wedding receptions 
more often if additional space were available.

“We refer over 20 requests annually to larger community centers,” she said.

Thompson also said the city could use more basketball courts and soccer fields.

The city staff is scheduled to present a plan to the council in March that will explore options for buildings on the Swain 
Boulevard site south of 10th Avenue North where the community center, community hall, the Leisure Services 
administrative offices and the baseball fields of Ira Van Bullock Park are located.

“It’s really just some sketches about where an expansion might take place,” City Manager Wadie Atallah said.

Councilman Jonathan Pearce says the community center should be expanded to three or four stories to include a computer 
room for after-school study, two gyms with showers and lockers and possibly a swimming pool.

“We could have a state-of-the-art recreation center that nobody else in the county has,” Pearce said.

Pearce said this is a good time to borrow money because interest rates are low and the city has little debt. The city’s only 
debt payments are for a $5.5 million bank loan used to build the new city hall and public works buildings on Melaleuca 
Lane, which opened in 2007.

Atallah said he is open to a discussion about borrowing money for new or expanded facilities — if a source can be identified 
to make the payments. Property tax revenue has been lagging after the housing bust, forcing the city to tap reserves to 
balance its general fund budget in recent years.
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