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Did you Know? 

The weight of one inch of 
water covering one acre of 

land is over 113 tons.. 
    It seem just like yesterday that the 83rd Texas legislative session ended, and here 
we are again preparing for another session.  In January, 2015 the 84th(R) Texas legis-
lative session will begin.  One extremely positive aspect of the 83rd session was the 
passage of H.B. 4 (and related bills) that allowed the citizens of the state to amend the 
Texas Constitution.  This was accomplished by the passage of Proposition 6 which 
allowed the state to transfer funds from the Economic Stabilization Fund (a/k/a the 
Rainy Day Fund) to the State Water Infrastructure Fund for Texas (SWIFT).  This 
will provide two billion dollars specifically to be used to fund water infrastructure 
projects.  The fund is a loan program, not a grant program as many believed, which 
will assist in the development of water projects that are included in the regional and 
state water plans. 

    Over the past several sessions water has been a very hot topic and, although the 
state-wide drought seems to be easing, it appears that water will continue to be a hot 
topic.  Subjects such as “brackish” groundwater, fracking, aquifer storage and recov-
ery (ASR), and groundwater permit terms and renewals are expected to be addressed. 

Brackish water is expected to be the biggest topic with regard to groundwater issues.  

Last session several bills were introduced that would have completely      (Continued on page 3) 

   Right from the beginning 
2014 showed signs of being 
a very busy year for the Dis-
trict.  It began with the 
City of Woodville’s request 
for a drilling and operating 
permit for a new well locat-
ed just north of the center 
of town.  That was fol-
lowed up by four addition-
al applications for large 
wells in various areas across 
the District.  Several of the 
permit requests required 
public hearing; however, 
two of the requests were 
for replacement wells and 

did not require hearings.  
Anytime a new well is re-
placing a well with an exist-
ing operating permit the 
process is much less com-
plex (as long as the replace-
ment well is within 100 
feet of the existing well). 
   The District has seen an 
increase in activity by well 
drillers who are unlicensed 
and/or who are licensed 
but not properly complet-
ing the wells to the re-
quired standards set by the 
Texas Department of Li-
censing and Regulation 

(TDLR).  TDLR has hired 
two new, young and ener-
getic investigators who 
have been very helpful to 
all groundwater districts. 
   Early this summer in Ty-
ler County a landowner in 
the City of Ivanhoe had to 
have a new well drilled on-
ly a few short months after 
an unlicensed driller took 
$3,500 dollars from them 
and drilled a well that pro-
duced too much sand to be 
of any use.  The unlicensed 
driller actually provided a 

(Continued on page 3) 

IT HAS BEEN A BUSY YEAR 

UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
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District News—3 New Directors Appointed in 2014 
LINDA POWELL: Ms. Linda Powell is a native southeast Texan, born and 
raised in Jasper.  She is a long time employee of Rayburn Country Municipal 
Utility District (nearly 26 years) currently serving as its Office Manger.   

Ms. Powell is the proud mother of two grown children.  She is also very active in 
the community volunteering her time not only to the groundwater district but to 
the Jasper County Jr. Livestock Foundation and the Coty Smith Memorial Team 
Roping organization. 

Ms. Powell was appointed by the Jasper County Commissioners Court to repre-
sent the rural water utility interests. 

JIM BOONE: Mr. Jim Boone was born in Mississippi but moved when he was very 
young to Port Arthur where he was raised.  He is a graduate of Lamar University 
where he received a Bachelor’s of Education Degree, a Master’s of Guidance and 
Counseling Degree, as well as a Master’s of Administration Degree.  Mr. Boone has 
been married to Linda Laughman Boone for an impressive 52 years. 

Mr. Boone is currently the President of Tyler County Water Supply Corporation.  
He has also been a successful small business owner, having owned and operated a 
sporting goods store, a wholesale fuel distributorship, a photography franchise, and 
an entertainment booking firm. 

Mr. Boone was appointed by the Tyler County Commissioners Court to represent 
the larger municipal water utility interests. 

WENDY TURNER: Ms. Wendy Turner is a life long resident of the Gulf Coast.  
Born in Sulphur, Louisiana she graduated from Louisiana Tech with a bachelors 
degree in Chemical Engineering.  She currently resides in Lumberton with her 
husband Mark where they own and operate Cake Turners bakery. 

Her professional career has been a progression from chemical sales in the pulp and 
paper industry to working as an Environmental Engineer centering on waste water 
and landfill management.  She is currently the Safety, Health and Environmental 
Manager for MeadWestVaco’s Evadale mill. 

Ms. Turner has been appointed by the Jasper County Commissioners Court to 
represent the industrial water users interests of the county. 

Well Disinfecting: If your private well is ever flooded, or your water tests positive for 

bacteria (the Coliform Group being the most likely bacteria), you can disinfect your well with the proper 
amount of liquid household chlorine or calcium hypochlorite.  For more information on how to shock 
treat your well visit: TCEQ at http://www.tceq.state.tx.us/response/safewell.html or Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service at http://texashelp.tamu.edu/disaster-information-recovery.php#septicWaterWells. 
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business card with a license number on it that had expired well over a decade 
ago.  The District really took issue with the fact that this “driller” had been a licensed driller at one point and 
knew the rules and regulations but still failed to meet the minimum completion standards set by TDLR.  The 
District fined the driller in excess of $27,000. 
   In addition to the keeping up with the local issues, both the East Texas Regional Water Planning Group 
(ETRWPG) and Groundwater Management Area 14 (GMA 14) are in the middle of their respective five year 
planning cycles.  Both these groups are empowered by the state to perform various water planning tasks.  The 
ETRWPG is one of 16 regional water planning groups in the state that create a regional water plan that is eventu-
ally incorporated with the other 15 plans to make up the State Water Plan.   
   The ETRWPG is learning to deal with a significant new element to the planning process, the “ranking” of all 
the water projects that are recommended in the regional plan.  The “ranking” requirement came out of the last 
legislative session, H.B. 4, when it was proposed that two billion dollars be allocated from the rainy day fund and 
be made available solely for water infrastructure projects.  You may recall having voted on the measure last No-
vember as Proposition 6.  These funds will be made available as low interest loans to eligible projects.  The pro-
cess of “ranking” these projects has not been a simple one for the local RWPG, and I expect that it will become 
far more complicated when the state attempts to “rank” these projects on a statewide basis when they weave the 
16 regional water plans together. 
   GMA 14 is at about the half way mark in its five year planning cycle for the adoption of the Desired Future 
Conditions (DFCs).  This is only the second cycle for the DFC process.  After the first cycle ended and the pro-
cess was evaluated, numerous changes were made by the legislature in an effort to reduce the number of challeng-
es that were made to adopted DFCs across the state.  Nearly half of the GMAs had challenges filed against their 
adopted DFCs.  GMA 14, however, was not one that was challenged. 
   Another issue the District has been focusing on is water wells utilized in the exploration for oil and gas.  These 
wells are often left unused for long periods of time and in some cases used again to re-work an existing well, for 
fracking, or to drill a new oil/gas well on the same site.  Other times these wells are left unused and forgotten, 
abandoned.  The District recently sent out a letter to nearly 100 oil and gas producers reminding them of their 
duty to properly protect their water well or to plug it or the District can require that it be plugged. 
    Also, some of you may not know, the District has been operating out of a temporary office due the remodeling 
of the Jasper County Courthouse Annex building.  The County received a grant that has allowed them to up-
grade the County Annex to also serve as the county’s emergency management center.  If all goes as planned, the 
District should be back in the County Annex sometime late in 2015. 

deregulated brackish groundwater and, as originally written, allowed any-
one to pump essentially unlimited amounts of brackish groundwater out of 

the aquifer.  One of the stumbling blocks to the bill was exactly what would constitute “brackish”.  Some classify 
it as water with total dissolved solids (TDS) over 1,000 ppm, others 3,000 ppm, and some at 10,000 ppm.  Inter-
estingly, some parts of west Texas utilize groundwater for their everyday use with a TDS of over 1,500 ppm.  Here 
in east Texas we wouldn’t even consider that to be drinkable.    

    Many water groups have gotten together in the interim in an effort to see if a middle ground could be met with 
regard to a brackish water bill but little progress has been made.  In addition to the TDS issue, there are issues 
with regard to the connectivity of the brackish water to freshwater.  In many cases there will not be any way to use 
the brackish without affecting the fresh.  

    It is my opinion that the Legislature will charge the Texas Water Development Board with creating a science 
based system that will specifically identify brackish areas of the state’s aquifers that can safely be utilized without 
harming the freshwater and at that point encourage the development of those areas.  We shall see. 

Continued from Page 1 — Busy Year 

Continued from page 1—Legislative Session 
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Monitor Well—Static Water Levels 
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DROUGHT CONDITIONS 
As you can see from the November 29th, 2014, U.S. Palmer 
Drought Severity map (right), for the first time in a long time, all of 
Texas is indicated as being near normal.  The southern tip of Texas 
is even showing as “unusual moist spell”. 

Here in southeast Texas we have been near normal all year long ex-
cept for s short dry period in late Spring.  I have heard several re-

ports of ranchers getting four cut-
tings of hay this year due to well 
timed rainfalls. 

Currently, the latest monthly Texas 
Palmer Drought Severity map indicates that here in east Texas we are actu-
ally experiencing a slightly wet period which is expected to continue 
through the winter, with above average chances of precipitation through 
February of 2015. 

As you can see from the totals in this rainfall table, it 
does appear that most areas of the Southeast Texas 
Groundwater Conservation District 
have received below normal rainfall to-
tals so far this year.  However, all other 
indicators point to normal to above nor-
mal precipitation totals.  This is proba-
bly simply due to the rainfall missing the 
NOAA rain gauges. 

According to the NOAA rainfall totals 
the average from January through Octo-
ber of this year for our District is only about 37 inches.  Normal rainfall for January through October is in 
the area of 44 — 47 inches.  Again, other indicators such as the PDSI maps and Seasonal Drought Outlooks 
tell us we are near or above normal regarding precipitation and drought conditions. 

RAINFALL TOTALS 

  Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. 

Jasper 1.89 4.58 3.50 2.09 5.95 3.57 3.06 3.45 

Lumberton 1.39 4.16 3.07 1.54 5.07 7.83 8.16 3.39 

Toledo Bend 2.01 3.65 3.45 3.08 5.60 4.32 5.92 3.96 

Silsbee 1.11 4.11 3.43 2.79 3.08 9.09 5.74 3.80 

Woodville 0.89 3.87 1.61 1.64 6.78 1.60 3.53 1.99 

Kountze 0.83 5.06 3.69 2.78 4.84 6.93 5.66 5.08 

Sept. 

4.56 

3.08 

1.46 

2.37 

3.41 

0.90 

Oct. 

6.76 

3.30 

4.42 

3.75 

3.66 

1.60 

SEASONAL DROUGHT OUTLOOK 
As shown in the U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook map (right), it 
shows a much improved map from last summer when nearly the 
entire western half of the U.S. was showing persistent drought 
conditions.  The U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook map shows that 
more than half of Texas is not currently experiencing drought 
conditions.  Additionally, the remaining portions are expected to 
be removed from drought conditions or at a minimum improve.   

Please keep in mind, however, that although Texas appears to be 
turning the corner with regards to the drought, it will take years 
to fully recover due to its prolonged intensity. 
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20 WAYS TO BE WATER SMART 
1. Replace older toilets with new low flow models.  This can reduce your water usage in the bathroom by over 

50%.  Some toilets now have duel flush controls. 

2. Check for toilet leaks.  If you can’t replace your toilet with a new low flow model, be sure to check for leaks on 
a regular basis.  You can easily lose 15 gallons a day to a leaky toilet.  Put food coloring in your tank and wait 
half an hour.  If the color makes it to the bowl, you have a leak! 

3. Use a water displacement device in your toilet tanks.  Something as simple as placing a one liter bottle full of 
gravel in your toilet tank can save you gallons per day (one liter per flush). 

4. Install water saving showerheads.  You used to give up water pressure on low 
flow showerheads but not anymore. 

5. Reduce shower time.  You can save over 2 gallons of water per minute by reduc-
ing the length of your shower. 

6. Fix leaky faucets.  A leaking faucet can easily waste 10 gallons per day. 

7. Install low flow aerators.  They are inexpensive and save gallons of water per day. 

8. Fill a glass with water to brush your teeth.  By using a glass you do not let the water 
faucet run.  Wet your toothbrush in the glass, then use the water to rinse. 

9. Don’t let the water run while you are washing your hands.  Either turn the water off while washing 
your hands or plug the sink and fill it with only the amount of water that you will use. 

10. Modern dishwashers are efficient.  Even your older dishwashers didn’t use as much water per dish as 
hand washing can.  Newer models use less water and require less pre-rinsing.  Oh yeah and it will save 
you up to 200 hours of your time each year. 

11. Washing dishes by hand.  If you do wash your dishes by hand, fill up one sink with soapy water to 
wash and the other with clean water to rinse. 

12. Clean your drive or sidewalk with a broom or blower.  Using water to hose off your drive can waste 
hundreds of gallons of water. 

13. Do not water your lawn on windy days.  Depending on the wind speed and droplet size, you can lose 
over 70% of the water to evaporation. 

14. Don’t over water.  It is more likely that you will kill a plant by overwatering than by under watering. 

15. Use drip systems.  Upgrade your flower bed with a drip irrigation system.  This will cut down on 
evaporation and deliver the water to the desired plant more effectively. 

16. Water lawns in the early morning hours.  Waste from evaporation will be at a mini-
mum at this time of day. 

17. Sprinkler head adjustment.  Be sure that you are watering the desired plants or lawn 
and not driveways, sidewalks and roads. 

18. Sprinklers.  Use a sprinkler head that throws large drops of water.  You will experi-
ence less evaporation with larger drops. 

19. Rain water capture.  Rainwater capturing is becoming more and more common and 
in some places it is actually required in new developments.  You can capture up to 0.60 
gallons of water per square foot of roof from a 1 inch rain.  A typical 1,500 square foot 

home can easily produce 900 gallons of water per inch of rain. 

20. The car wash is your friend.  This will save you water and time.  A commercial car wash typically uses about 35 
gallons of water per wash.  Washing the car at home without a nozzle can use hundreds of gallons. 
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Southeast Texas Groundwater Conservation District 
P.O. Box 1407, Jasper, TX 75951 

(409) 383-1577, www.setgcd.org 

 

“The crisis of our diminishing water resources is just as severe (if less obviously 
immediate) as any wartime crisis we have ever faced. Our survival is just as much 
at stake as it was at the time of Pearl Harbor, or the Argonne, or Gettysburg, or 
Saratoga” 

     JIM WRIGHT, U.S. Representative 

«Suffix» «FIRST NAME» «LAST NAME» 
«ADDRESS 1» 
«CITY», «STATE»  «ZIP» 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Dec. 24 & 25, 2014 Christmas — District office closed 

Jan. 1, 2015 New Years Day —  District office 
closed 

Jan. 8, 2015 SETGCD — Regular meeting of the 
Board, in Kirbyville, TX  

Jan. 19, 2015 Martin Luther King  Day — District 
office closed 

Feb. 12, 2015 SETGCD — Regular meeting of the 
Board, in Kirbyville, TX  

Feb. 16, 2015 Presidents Day —District office 
closed 

March 12, 2015 SETGCD — Regular meeting of the 
Board, in Kirbyville, TX 

April 3, 2015 Good Friday — District office closed 

April 9, 2015 SETGCD — Regular meeting of the 
Board, in Kirbyville, TX 

May 14, 2015 SETGCD — Regular meeting of the 

Worldwide Water Projects? 
 China’s South to North aqueduct 

project will move water hundreds 
miles, cost twice as much as the 
Three Gorges project, and move 
nearly 10 trillion gallons a year 
from the wet south to the dry 
north. 

 Carlsbad California is constructing 
a 50 million gallon a day desaliniza-
tion plant expected to come online 
in 2016. 

 New York City’s Water Tunnel #3 
is a 4 stage project that started in 
1970 and is expected to be com-
pleted in 2020.  It will be 60 miles 
long when complete .  Tunnel #3 
will supplement Tunnels #1 and 
#2 built in 1917 and 1936. 


