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Key points 

• We released the draft report for commercially produced greenhouse-grown oriental melon and 

rockmelon fruit from the Republic of Korea (Korea) on 6 June 2022. 

• The draft report proposes that the importation of commercially produced greenhouse-grown 

oriental melon and rockmelon fruit from all commercial production areas of Korea be permitted, 

provided they meet specific conditions. 

• A number of risk management measures, in combination with operational systems, are 

proposed to reduce the biosecurity risk of these imports to an acceptable level. 

• Stakeholders can submit comments on the draft report during a 60-calendar day public 

consultation period, closing 5 August 2022. We are available to discuss any concerns 

stakeholders may have. If required, we can hold a teleconference upon request.  

Summary of the draft report 

Pests that require specific measures 

Five quarantine pests have been identified in this risk analysis as requiring specific risk management 

measures to reduce the biosecurity risk to an acceptable level. These pests are: 

• fruit fly: pumpkin fruit fly (Zeugodacus depressus) 

• mites: Kanzawa spider mite (Tetranychus kanzawai) 

• thrips: Eurasian flower thrips (Frankliniella intonsa), western flower thrips (Frankliniella 

occidentalis) and melon thrips (Thrips palmi). 

All three thrips species (Eurasian flower thrips, western flower thrips and melon thrips) were also 

assessed as regulated articles for Australia, as they are capable of harbouring and spreading 

emerging orthotospoviruses that are quarantine pests for Australia. 

Proposed biosecurity requirements 

We propose a range of risk management measures, combined with operational systems, to reduce 

the risks posed by the 5 identified species (5 quarantine pests including 3 also identified as regulated 

articles), to achieve the appropriate level of protection for Australia. These measures are: 

• for Zeugodacus depressus (pumpkin fruit fly): 

o pest free areas, pest free places of production or pest free production sites, or 
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o fruit treatment considered to be effective against all life stages of fruit flies, such as 

irradiation 

• for thrips species and Tetranychus kanzawai (Kanzawa spider mite): 

o pre-export visual inspection and, if found, remedial action. 

Next steps 

Once the consultation period closes, we consider stakeholder comments in preparing the final 

report. With consent, comments will be published on our website and responses to technical issues 

raised will be included in the final report. We expect to release the final report in 2023. 

Further information  

Why we conducted this risk analysis 

Australia (as a World Trade Organization member) must meet its international obligations by 

assessing market access requests. Where possible, we must develop import conditions that are 

scientifically justified and that do not restrict trade. Where the risk of the imports cannot be reduced 

to an acceptable level, we will not permit them. Our trading partners use the same principles when 

assessing Australia’s market access requests. 

This risk analysis was conducted in response to formal market access request for greenhouse-grown 

fresh oriental melon and rockmelon fruit from Korea received in December 2018. These melons are 

Korea’s highest horticultural priority for new market access to Australia. 

Do we currently import oriental melon and rockmelon fruit? 

Australia currently permits imports of fresh rockmelons from New Zealand, the United States of 

America (except Hawaii) and Europe, provided they meet Australia’s biosecurity import conditions. 

Australia does not currently permit imports of fresh oriental melons. 

Process for this risk analysis so far 

We announced the formal commencement of this risk analysis on 29 May 2019, advising that it 

would be progressed as a review of biosecurity import requirements. 

In March 2020, our officers were scheduled to visit major oriental melon and rockmelon fruit 

production areas in Korea. However, the visit was postponed due to travel restrictions relating to the 

COVID-19 pandemic. Further information was provided by Korea to supplement its original market 

access submission.  

Food safety of imported oriental melon and rockmelon fruit 

Fresh products imported for human consumption into Australia must comply with the Food 

Standards Code. Information on imported foods can be found on the Food Standards Australia New 

Zealand website. 

Keep informed 

For more information on this risk analysis, see our website or contact us (details below). To receive 

notices about plant biosecurity policies, subscribe to Biosecurity Risk Analysis Plant. 

 

https://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/risk-analysis
https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/risk-analysis/conducting/appropriate-level-of-protection
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/importedfoods/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/consumer/importedfoods/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.awe.gov.au/biosecurity-trade/policy/risk-analysis/plant/melons-from-korea
https://subscribe.agriculture.gov.au/subscribe

