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Call for Stories 

Pregnancy Loss 
Symposium Editor Elena Kraus, MD, PhD 
 
Narrative Inquiry in Bioethics will publish a collection of personal stories from people who have 
experienced pregnancy loss at any stage of pregnancy or during labor and delivery. Different terms are 
used to describe these losses, including the loss of a baby, miscarriage, stillbirth, or an intrauterine fetal death 
(IUFD). Pregnancy loss may occur in as many as 1 in 4 pregnancies. Despite it being a fairly common experience, 
pregnancy loss can be isolating. Stories of pregnancy loss are seldom shared, and bereaved parents must 
navigate their grief, anger, confusion, guilt, shame or other feelings alone. They may be left wondering, “Did I do 
something wrong?”, “Will this happen again?” or “How do I grieve this loss?” Others may feel relieved or 
conflicted by the loss, causing stress on their relationships. Family members, friends, and healthcare 
professionals may be unsure how to respond or support people who have experienced pregnancy loss.  

We seek first-person stories from people who have experienced pregnancy loss. We want true, personal 
stories in a form that is interesting and easy to read. Please share this invitation and guide sheet.  In writing 
your story, consider these questions:  

• Describe your experience with pregnancy loss or of losing your child during labor and delivery. 
What emotions did you experience? How did you process these emotions? Describe your 
experience of childbirth after a loss. 

• How did your loss affect your relationships with your partner, friends, and family? How did it 
affect your identity as a parent? How did your friends and family support you, or in what ways 
was their support lacking?  

• How did your clinician respond or support you after the loss of a pregnancy or infant? What, if 
any, were helpful forms of support for you?  

• What would you like clinicians and other healthcare providers to know about your experience? 
What could they do, if anything, to better support bereaved parents or people who have 
experienced the loss of a pregnancy or death of a fetus? 

• What advice do you have for others experiencing pregnancy loss?  
• Describe your experience of later pregnancies and childbirths after pregnancy loss. 

You do not need to address each of these questions—write about the issues that you think are most important 
to share. If you are not a writer, tell your story in your own words and our editorial staff will help you. 

If you are interested in submitting a story, we ask you first to submit a 300-word proposal—a short 
description of the story you want to tell. Send inquiries or proposals to the editorial office via email: 
narrativebioethics@gmail.com. We will give preference to proposals received by March 14th, 2022. If your 
story is invited, we will ask you to submit it within 6 weeks of the invitation. Final stories are 4 – 10 double-
spaced pages or 800 – 2000 words. 

For more information about the journal Narrative Inquiry in Bioethics, the guidelines for authors, and privacy 
policies, visit our webpage at: https://nibjournal.org/submit/guidelines/#symposia  

We plan to publish 12 stories on this topic in our print edition; additional stories may be published as online-
only supplemental material. We also publish 3 – 4 commentary articles that discuss the stories that are 
published in the journal. To see a finished symposium, please visit the Narrative Inquiry in Bioethics’ page on 
Project MUSE https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/521 and click on the unlocked, open-access issue. 
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