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Notes for Applicants for membership in the Huguenot Society of South Carolina 
It is strongly recommended that applicants read all of these notes. 
 
The application process may be begun by completing the attached lineage sheet and sending it with 
the $50 lineage fee to the Society. Please e-mail a copy also so it does not have to be re-typed. The 
staff of the Society will complete the application form with information from the Society’s files and e-
mail the form to the applicant with an outline of what documentation still needs to be provided. If 
you want the Society to do more research on your lineage, please let us know. Fees are $50 an 
hour. Applicants can also complete the application form for themselves and submit it to the Society.  
 

1. Application Form: All applicants must complete a current application form which can be 
downloaded from www.huguenotsociety.org. The entire lineage must be provided, including 
names, dates and locations from the ancestor to the applicant. All documentation used to 
prove the lineage must be listed on the form.  

2. Partially completed applications will not be reviewed and no applications will be 
reviewed until all documentation, the Applications Submissions Requirements page 

and the application fee are received. 
3. The names of both husband and wife will be included as the Ancestors if both were 

Huguenots. In most instances, the member’s approved application will be filed under the 
name of the male ancestor. If the ancestor was a single or widowed woman whose father or 
spouse cannot be considered an ancestor, she can be claimed in her own right and so listed 
in the files.  

4. Documentation may be copies of original items, pages or articles. Do not send books and 
8½ x 11 inch copies are preferred. Copies of documentation already in the files of the 
Society should not be sent, but they must be listed in each generation and their 
location in the Society’s member files must be noted at the beginning of the lineage 
(page 4). Each page submitted must be labelled with the applicant’s name and the 
generation(s) to which it pertains. 
a. All documentation must meet current genealogical standards. Relationship to a 
current or past member of the Society does not guarantee that an application will be 
approved. Family traditions, pedigree charts, family group sheets, undocumented genealogies 
and membership applications from other societies are not accepted as documentation. They 
may in some instances be accepted as information. If vital records (birth, marriage and/or 
death certificates) are available for anyone named in an application, copies of these 
items must be submitted for the direct lineage. We strongly encourage also submitting 
copies of birth and death records (as available) for the spouse(s), as well. 
b. Copies of documentation not already in the files of the Society must be submitted with the 
application form. Do not mail or e-mail individual pages separately.  All items submitted 
become part of the Society’s files and will not be returned.  
c. Documentation must include the title page, author, and date and page number(s) of the 
source.  
Copies of newspaper clippings must be labelled with the name, date and location of the 

paper. Only copies should be submitted. 
d. All documentation submitted with an application must be labeled with the 
applicant’s name and the generation number(s) to which it applies. (Smith, JD Gen. 5 or 
Smith, JD Gens 1-3).   

       e. Only one copy of an item which provides proof for different generations should be 
submitted. 

       f. Copies of application forms from other organizations are not accepted as documentation 
and should not be included with an application. 

 
NOTE: All sources or items of documentation must be listed under References (Title/Name, Author, 
page number). Only source(s) which prove the parentage of the lineage should also be listed on 
the line Proof of Parentage.  

http://www.huguenotsociety.org/
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The following items are examples of sources for documentation: Birth and death records are not usually 

available before c. 1915, so other items must be found to provide proof of parentage before this date. 
 
Wills, deeds, court and probate records   Documented/footnoted books and articles 
Birth, marriage and death records   Bibles (including title & copyright pages) 
Tombstones  Memorials and land records 
Parish/church records    Contemporary diaries & letters 
Census records     Military records 
Obituaries (include name of paper and date)  Other official records 
 

These items can only be used as proof of parentage if they give the names of the parents of the individual. 

   
Not all published material is authoritative or documented and the Board of the Society 
reserves the right to judge the reliability of all references and all documentation.  Family 
histories which give names, relationships and dates without indicating the source of the information 
are not usually accepted. Not all genealogies and not all articles in Transactions of the Huguenot 
Society of South Carolina are fully documented. In some cases, these items can be used for dates 
and locations, but they may not be accepted as proof of parentage. 
 

5. Names and lineage: The person listed on the first line of each generation must be in the 
direct line of descent from the Ancestor(s) who is/are Gen. 1.  Women should be listed by 
their maiden names only. Please note that the lineage ends with the applicant. 

 

6. Dates must be typed as follows: day month (abbreviated) year (21 Apr 2015). 
 

7. Marriages: The space before the name of the spouse in each generation is to indicate 1st, 
2nd, 3rd spouse and should be left blank if a person married only once. Marriages other than 
the one through which the lineage descends must be listed under References to provide as 
complete a record as possible for each generation. If a woman in the line marries multiple 
times, her name changes should be documented each time. 

 
8. Staff review: The Staff of the Society will work with prospective members to help complete 
an application, but does not review applications before they are submitted. Copies of 
documentation should be included with the signed, notarized application form when it 
is sent with the application fee. If Staff review indicates that an application needs to be 
corrected or has insufficient documentation, the applicant will be so notified and the 
application will be held until the necessary changes are made.  Applicants who wish to re-
submit an application with additional documentation may do so without paying additional 
fees if the resubmission is made within a reasonable time period. A reduced or new 
application fee may be charged if too much time has gone by and/or if the form has been 
revised. No applications, fees or copies of documentation will be returned once they are 
received by the Society. 

 
9. Electronic Copies: Applicants must provide an electronic (e-mailed) copy of the 
completed application form. Please do not send electronic copies of the documentation 
unless so requested by the Staff.  

 
10. Final Approval: Applications are reviewed by the Staff of the Society in the order in 
which they are received. Applicants will be notified after the staff review if anything needs 
further documentation. After receiving staff approval, applications are presented to the Board 
for final approval at the next following Board meeting. After approval by the Board, new 
members will be sent a membership card and certificate which may take some weeks. 
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Membership Information: 
 
Membership in the Society includes: 

- Support of the mission of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina, including research and 
the on-going work of the Society. 

- A copy of the annual journal of the Society, Transactions of the Huguenot Society of South  
     Carolina (not sent to Junior members unless requested).  
- Copies of The Huguenot Herald, the newsletter of the Society which is published three or  

four times a year. It is also available on our website where it can be read or downloaded.  
- Research privileges (no fee) at the library of the Society, located at 138 Logan Street in 

Charleston, SC and open weekdays from 9 am until 2 pm.  
- Consultations with the staff of the Society are offered at no charge to members. 
- 10% discount on requests for research to be done by the staff of the Society. 
- Advance notice and possible discounts on trips and events sponsored by the Society.   

 
Note: Only one copy of Transactions and the Herald will be sent to an address, unless members 
request separate copies. Anyone can receive an electronic copy the Huguenot Herald by signing up 
on the website to receive notification that it has been published and is available on-line. 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Society is held in mid-April, close to 13 April, the date of the 
Promulgation of the Edict of Nantes in 1598. It is open to all members. There is a fee for on-
members. The meeting includes a collation, business meeting and a talk on some aspect of 
Huguenot history. A service in French is held at 10:30 am by the French Protestant Church of 
Charleston on a Sunday close to the date of the Annual Meeting.  
 
The Fall Service is held in the French Protestant Church of Charleston on a Sunday in October in 
memory of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (22 Oct 1685). It is followed by a collation in the 
Parish House on Queen Street.  
 

Fees: 
 
Lineage fee:  The $50 lineage fee covers Staff time and research in filling in an application with 
information from the files of the Society. It is not required and applicants may use the files of the 
society to complete the forms themselves. If applicants want the Society to do more extensive 
research on the lineage, the fee is an additional $50 an hour. 
 
Application fee: The application fee is $100 or $50 for three or less generations needing 
documentation. This fee must accompany the final application and is non-refundable.  
The fee for members submitting additional (Supplemental) ancestors is $50. 
 

Annual dues for the Society are presently as follows. These amounts are subject to change.  
Junior Members (birth through 17)  $10.  
Young Adult Members (18 through 29)  $50. 
Regular Members (30 through 80)  $60. 
Senior Members (81 through 89)   $50.  
Life Members (category no longer available) and members aged 90 and above do not pay dues. 
 
The website of the Society is www.huguenotsociety.org. 

 
We look forward to welcoming you as a member of the Huguenot Society of South Carolina. 
 
 
Please contact Katie Hyman, Registrar and Office Manager, at office@huguenotsociety.org for more 
information.  

http://www.huguenotsociety.org/
mailto:office@huguenotsociety.org
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HUGUENOT SOCIETY OF SOUTH CAROLINA         Lineage Sheet  

           Date    
Applicant’s Name:        
           Fee Pd.   
 
Ancestor(s)         
  
For Supplementals, Name of Primary Ancestor       
                                       
Lineage 
             Name of person through whom line runs             Name of Spouse  

 
Ancestor(s)             
 
Gen. 2              
 
Gen. 3              
 
Gen. 4              
 
Gen. 5              
 
Gen. 6              
 
Gen. 7              

 
Gen. 8              
 
Gen. 9              
 
Gen. 10                  

 
Gen. 11             
 
Gen. 12             
 
Gen. 13             

 
Gen. 14             
 
Gen. 15             
 
Contact information: 
 
Name              
 
Address        
 
Phone Number    e-mail address      
 
To be completed by Registrar: 
 

Membership Number:                     Date approved:                              
 
Type of Application:           New           Amend             Supplemental Form 


