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President’s Message  
to the Membership 

We are so pleased that you have joined us today 
for the 60th Annual Membership Meeting of the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation! 

Our past few meetings have been dedicated to mile-
stone celebrations – the 50th anniversary of Kettunen 
Center; the 60th Anniversary of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation – and this year is no exception. 

This year marks the 20th anniversary of the 
opening of the Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden. 
As the board representative from the Woman’s 
National Farm and Garden Association, it is 
exciting for me to see the lasting impact of the 
investments we’ve made as an organization, and 
hope that you as donors – many like Farm and 
Garden, 4-H donors for decades – also appre-
ciate that your support is still providing mean-
ingful growth opportunities for Michigan’s young 
people and the volunteers who support them. 

Today, we’ll spend some time celebrating not just 
the contributions the Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens bring to community youth education, 
but to also see its impact on the education of 
Michigan State University students. 

It’s not surprising that your support for 4-H has 
a continuum effect on the development of young 
people – from their first experiences in the 4-H 
gardens as toddlers to the pre-college prepara-
tion, scholarship support and engagement that 
follows them throughout adolescence and into 
their college career. 

This is about 4-H supporters seeing a need and 
using personal and organizational philanthropy to 
address that need and make a significant differ-
ence in ensuring 4-H’s ability to serve youth for 
generations to come. 

Today is about the difference each of you make 
for 4-H! 

Thank you!

 

 
Claudia J. Scioly, President 
Washtenaw County

Michigan 4-H Foundation
Annual Membership Meeting
October 4, 2013, 10 a.m. to noon 

Welcome & Introductions – President Claudia Scioly
American and 4-H Pledges – Youth Trustee
2012-13 Year In Review – President Claudia Scioly

The Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden at 20!  
A National Model for the Merger of Higher 
Education and Youth Public Outreach Education

• An MSU Student’s Garden Learning 
Perspective
Tiffany Shay, MSU Sophomore and  
4-H Children’s Gardens Student Employee 

• Informing public outreach program delivery 
through university student engagement 
Norm Lownds, Ph.D., Curator,  
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens

• The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens – 
The next 20!  
- From 1993 to 2013 – The Vision 
- From 2013 and beyond – The Future 
Norm Lownds, Ph.D., Curator, and Cheryl Howell, 
Executive Director, Michigan 4-H Foundation

Annual Membership Action 
for the Michigan 4-H Foundation

Secretary’s Report – Secretary Julie Chapin, Ph.D.
• Approval of minutes from October 5, 2012 annual 

membership meeting

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Ron Schoen
• Financial overview
• Introduction of auditors and presentation of the 

Michigan 4-H Foundation 2012-13 Independent Audit  
Jeff Irwin, President, McCartney & Company, P.C.

Board Development Committee Report – 
Trustee Sally Stuby, Board Development Committee Chair
• Trustee Elections

Executive Director Remarks – Mrs. Cheryl Howell
• Acknowledgements

Remarks from the Membership

Closing Remarks – President Claudia Scioly
Trustees and special guests proceed to the  
Clover Citation Luncheon, The Red Cedar Room.
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2012-13 Support for Michigan 4-H
2012-13 State and County  
4-H Programs 
In 2012-13, the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s Board of 
Trustees made grants totaling $517,298 to support 
state and county 4-H youth development programs. Of 
this amount, 79% or $407,511 supported statewide 
4-H programs and 21% or $109,787 was granted for 
county 4-H programs. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation endowment portfolio 
totals $3.8 million. The portfolio consists of 60 
endowments of which 54 are permanent and six are 
term endowments. Of this portfolio, 21 are held for 
county 4-H program support. This endowed portfolio 
provided approximately $55,000 in annual grant 
support for Michigan 4-H this past fiscal year. 

The foundation also provided $5,536 in college 
scholarship support to 4-H members this past fiscal year.

4-H volunteer training scholarships totaling $67,347 
were awarded for 4-H adults and older teens who 
attend training that takes place predominantly at 
Kettunen Center, the foundation’s facility in Tustin, 
Mich. Kettunen Center operational costs were main-
tained at $1.43 million in FY12-13, representing 55% 
of the foundation’s overall support expenditures. 

Kettunen Center 
Kettunen Center received gifts and grants totaling 
$29,040 to support its continued educational program 
delivery and facilities management. 

Kettunen Center hosted 1,913 adult and youth 
4-H volunteers during FY12-13 who participated 
in 12 weekend 4-H training workshops. Kettunen 
Center’s 4-H educational programming engaged 
2,429 participants. In total, the center hosted 172 
conference and workshop events that attracted 9,097 
participants representing an 11% increase over the 
previous fiscal year. These activities generated $1.12 
million in revenue. 

The 3rd Annual 5K Trail Run at Kettunen Center was 
held Saturday, Aug. 10 and had over 50 registrants. 
The 5K Trail Run/Walk course is a multi-terrain 
experience that starts with a short spurt on asphalt 
that quickly leads to Kettunen Center’s extensive 
trail system. Runners managed hills, woods and the 
lakeshore. Proceeds from the 5K supports youth 
and family programs at Kettunen Center, making it 
more affordable for schools, camps and other youth 
organizations to attend these events. 

To welcome Kettunen Center’s new director, Chris 
Gentry, and his wife, Julie, the earth-sheltered home 
was completely renovated for their occupancy.

Kettunen Center said goodbye to long-term program 
manager Andrea Grix, who launched many of the 
educational programs Kettunen Center is well-known 
for such as TRACKERS, 4-H Learning Science through 
the Arts Camp, and the facility’s on-going partnership 
with the Road Scholars program (formerly Elderhostel). 

Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 
The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens continued to host 
visits from schools, 4-H clubs, families and other visitors 
that resulted in a very busy season that saw more than 
150,000 annual visitors to the gardens. 

This was the year to begin working on the infrastructure 
plan for the garden’s next 20 years. Some needed 
improvements included the recasting of the garden’s 
entry sunburst and international garden rainbow with 
colored tiles that replaces the need to annually paint 
those iconic features of the gardens. These improve-
ments were made possible with a gift from BASF. 

The three featured gardens – The Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Garden, the Indoor 4-H Children’s Garden 
and the Pete and Sally Smith Schoolyard Demonstration 
Garden, provided learning environments that attracted 
more than 10,000 participants in staff and volunteer 
led learning experiences.  

These experiences included Butterflies in the Garden; 
18 themed educational programs during the summer 
season; Seeds of Science, Garden Discovery Tours; 
in-school visits; science fairs; and other elementary 
and secondary school outreach programs; as well 
as programs targeted in support of undergraduate 
education at Michigan State University. 

The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens joined the 
MSU Horticulture Gardens in celebrating their 20th 
anniversary with a Garden Gala held on Aug. 1. The 
gala featured a progressive dinner with dessert in the 
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden.

As the gardens conclude this 20th anniversary celebra-
tion year, Dr. Norm and the garden’s support staff are 
looking to the future and developing plans that will 
secure the garden’s infrastructure while positioning it 
continue as a popular and relevant learning landscape 
for the next 20 years. 
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Michigan 4-H Foundation  
Financial Summary in Brief
For the years ended June 30, 2013 and June 30, 2012

Michigan 4-H Foundation
2012-13 Program Support

Total 4-H Grants Distributed:
$517,298

79%
State 4-H Programs

21% 
County 4-H Programs

 

Michigan 4-H Foundation
2012-13 Revenue

Total Revenue:
$2,833,497

40%
Conference-Related

Revenue
41%

Gifts & Grants

15% 
Investment Revenue4% 

Administrative Fees

Michigan 4-H Foundation
2012-13 Expenses

Total Expenses:
$2,635,566

55%
Kettunen Center

Operations 20%
Administration

7% Fundraising

 

18% 
4-H Program

Grants

JUNE 30, 2013 JUNE 30, 2012
ASSETS
Current Assets  $963,968  $857,867 
Net Fixed Assets (Primarily Kettunen)  3,255,966  3,384,442 
Investments and Other Assets 4,440,101 4,175,116 
 Total Assets $8,660,035 $8,417,425
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities  $814,952  $799,643 
Long Term Liabilities  903,643  917,278 
 Total Liabilities $1,718,595 $1,716,921

Net Assets  $6,941,440  $6,700,504 
 Total Liabilities and Net Assets $8,660,035 $8,417,425

REVENUES AND SUPPORT
Kettunen Revenue $1,123,196  $1,120,773 
Unrestricted 525,915 466,095 
Restricted 1,184,386 763,425 
 Total Revenues $2,833,497 $2,350,293
EXPENSES
Kettunen Operations  $1,430,158  $1,432,806 
4-H Programs  463,459  613,234 
Administration 525,974 443,457 
Fundraising 172,970 146,069 
 Total Expenses $2,592,561 $2,635,566
Change in Net Assets $240,936 $(285,273)



5

In attendance were 14 trustees, 2 trustee emeriti, 2 
honorary trustees, 3 former trustees, 11 members, 5 4-H 
staff members, 7 foundation staff members and 2 guests.

President Smallwood Holoman, Jr. called the 59th 
Michigan 4-H Foundation annual membership meeting 
to order at 10:08 a.m. at the MSU Henry Center. The 
group recited the pledges. President Holoman then asked 
all those present to introduce themselves.

President Holoman then presented The Year in Review 
Address: 2011-12. He noted that: 
• Trustees have taken time to reflect on what it means 

to govern a 60-year-old organization with an eye to 
making sure the decusions and actions we take today, 
really will reflect well on our tenure 10, 20 and 60 years 
from today.

• Our operational goals remain the same, to build stra-
tegic partnerships and leverage the reach and impact 
of Michigan 4-H to create opportunities for Michigan’s 
young people.

• We see the potential to strengthen the base of private 
support for 4-H in local communities; to inspire youth 
academic success particularly where it counts – in the 
sciences; to help kids keep making healthy life choices, 
and to be sure that when they are ready to take on the 
world, they are both career ready and money smart.

• We won’t back away from our commitment to develop 
and support the volunteer base needed to deliver on 
the promise of 4-H in local communities.

• This year, trustees made some investments in increased 
staffing that we hope will help us leverage greater 
private support for Michigan 4-H for the future. He then 
introduced Vonda Marrow, the new major gifts officer. 
He noted that we said goodbye to John Grix, after 
24 years as Kettunen Center Director, but welcomed 
Christopher Gentry who now leads the center.

This work and 4-H’s presence in communities would not be 
possible without our donors’ continued personal and orga-
nizational investments in 4-H. President Holoman reported:
• The Michigan 4-H Foundation was able to renew 

endowment spending for 4-H and secured gifts and 
grants that allowed for an increase in support for 4-H 
to $608,158 which represents more than $200,000 
increase over the past fiscal year.

• Of this support, 90% or $547,904 supported statewide 
programs and 10% or $60,254 was granted for county 
4-H programs.

• The Michigan 4-H Foundation maintained its endow-
ment value at $3.44 million of which $2.78 million 
is permanently endowed. The portfolio consists of 60 

endowments, of which 21 are held for county 4-H 
program support.

• Operations at Kettunen Center continue to be the foun-
dation’s largest program investment at $1.43 million. 
This past year, the board granted $53,400 for 4-H adult 
and older teen volunteer training scholarships.

• Donors contributed $1.16 million in new gifts and 
grants to support Michigan 4-H in this past fiscal year.

President Holoman then introduced Dr. Julie Chapin, state 
4-H leader and director of the MSU Extension Institute for 
Children and Youth.

Dr. Chapin’s presentation, The Michigan 4-H Foundation at 
60!: Still Working to Advance the Mission and Opportunity 
of Michigan 4-H Youth Development provided highlights 
from the 2011-12 4-H program year. 
• 4-H enrollment remains steady with approximately 

187,000 youth and 25,000 volunteers participating 
in our programming.

• 35 4-H program coordinators have been hired since 
January to provide support to county programs.

• Participation in state events continues to be strong. 
Great Lakes Natural Resources Camp was selected as 
one of the top 8 science programs in the country by 
National 4-H Council.

• Michigan 4-H was selected to develop two national 
curricula based on our work in the areas of careers/
work force preparation and nutrition & fitness.

• New resources for volunteer training and global youth 
leadership are in the final stages of production and will 
be available for staff use in the coming year. 

• Our efforts to tell the story of the difference 4-H makes in 
communities across this state continues as we highlight 
the contributions young people are making to address 
the needs of others.

President Holoman then recognized leaders who charted 
the way for the Michigan 4-H Foundation over the past 
60 years: former state 4-H leader, Dr. Russ Mawby; former 
executive directors Mr. Ralph Kirch and Mr. Donald Jost; 
and Trustee Emeritus George House. 

President Holoman then asked Trustee Emeritus Faye Adam 
to reflect on Leveraging Private Partnerships for Michigan’s 
Youth. She served as a trustee for 20 years and also served 
as the foundation’s first female president.

Dr. Leah Cox Ritchie spoke on Transforming Program Delivery 
and Youth Impact. She was a 4-H program leader who 
launched the vision that resulted in the largest program delivery 
grant ever received by 4-H, SPACES, which re-defined 4-H 
program delivery in Michigan and across the nation.

Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting Minutes  
October 5, 2012
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Mr. Chris Gentry then remarked on the importance of 
Kettunen Center as a place for 4-H programming. He 
noted that Kettunen Center’s mission is to serve 4-H and 
that it provides a place to learn 4-H skills, meet colleagues 
and new people and pass on life-changing skills to others 
in their communities. Kettunen Center provides a place 
for people to get away from their normal schedules in 
a natural environment with like-minded people working 
toward a common goal.

Dr. Norm Lownds then reflected on the importance of place 
in youth programming at the Michigan 4-H Children’s 
Gardens. He noted that the gardens 1) promote an 
understanding of plants and the role they play in our 
daily lives, 2) nurture the wonder in a child’s imagination 
and curiosity, and 3) provide a place of enrichment and 
delight for children of all ages. The gardens don’t only 
offer physical space, but also virtual space, social space, 
program experience and people that all help to create a 
community that promotes curiosity and wonder.

The membership then heard a report from Onaca Bennett, 
a 2012 International Travel Scholarship Recipient and 
Mackinac County 4-H’er. Onaca reflected on her two-
month 4-H international exchange trip to Japan in the 
summer of 2012. She shared how life changing it was to 
experience the culture and language of another family in 
another country.

At this time, President Holoman thanked the presenters 
for reflecting on the past 60 years of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation. He then formally opened the business portion 
of the annual membership meeting. 

He invited Secretary Chapin to present the motion for the 
approval of the Oct. 7, 2011 annual meeting minutes. 
Honorary Trustee Don Jost moved to approve the 2011 
annual meeting minutes as presented. Supported by 
Trustee Claudia Scioly; motion carried. 

President Holoman then asked Treasurer Ron Schoen to 
present the foundation’s 2011-12 fiscal year financial 
report. He provided a summary report of the foundation’s 
2011-12 financial position. Total revenues were $2.35 
million with 48 percent generated from operations of 
Kettunen Center, 46 percent from the support of donors, 
1 percent from investment revenue and 5 percent from 
administrative fees. Expenses last year totaled $2.6 
million with 77 percent spent on programs; 17 percent on 
administration and 6 percent on fundraising. This leaves 
net assets at June 30, 2012 of $6.7 million and total 
liabilities and net assets at $8.42 million.

At this time, Treasurer Schoen asked Mr. Jeff Irwin, president 
and independent auditor from McCartney and Company 
to present the foundation’s 2011-12 independent audit 
results. Mr. Irwin thanked Michigan 4-H Foundation and 

Kettunen Center staff for their assistance in the audit process. 
He reported the foundation’s new accounting software 
was working well. He noted the foundation received nearly 
$475,000 in cash and cash equivalents, however most was 
in endowments and are therefore not available cash. Pledges 
receivables were $213,000. Several improvements were 
included in this year’s Fixed Assets including new mattresses 
and a roof at Kettunen Center and the software upgrade. The 
line of credit was paid back June 2013. Conference revenue 
was down about $65,000 due to a loss of registrations. 
Unrestricted grants were up $118,000, however. Investment 
value gained $28,000, which is not as high as last year, 
but that is out of our control. Restricted fund receipts were 
$652,511, but we also saw an increase in program expenses. 
The Unrestricted-Unappropriated costs reflect ongoing legal 
issue with an estate gift and campaign costs.

At this time, President Holoman introduced Trustee 
Sally Stuby, Board Development Committee chair. She 
introduced a motion for approval to add an Article XI 
and XII to the Articles of Incorporation to reflect change 
in Michigan law:

BE IT RESOLVED, the members of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation approve the addition of a new Article XI and 
Article XII to the foundation’s Articles of Incorporation, to 
read as follows:

ELEVENTH: The Corporation assumes all liability to any 
person other than the Corporation for all acts or omis-
sions of a volunteer director, as that term is defined in 
the Michigan Nonprofit Corporation Act, as amended, 
incurred in the good faith performance of the volunteer 
director’s duties.

TWELFTH: The Corporation assumes the liability for all 
acts or omissions of a volunteer officer or other volunteer 
if all of the following are met:
(a) The volunteer was acting or reasonably believed he 
or she was acting within the scope of his or her authority.
(b) The volunteer was acting in good faith.
(c) The volunteer’s conduct did not amount to gross 
negligence or willful and wanton misconduct.
(d) The volunteer’s conduct was not an intentional tort.
(e) The volunteer’s conduct was not a tort arising out of 
the ownership, maintenance or use of a motor vehicle for 
which tort liability may be imposed as provided in Section 
3135 of the Insurance Code of 1956, Act No. 218 of 
the Public Acts of 1956, being Section 500.3135 of the 
Michigan Compiled Laws.

Trustee Polly Diehl moved to approve the motion. Motion 
supported by Trustee Babbitt; motion carried.

She reported that members have received notice in the 
last issues of Vantage, the foundation’s newsletter of the 
change in addressing for the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 

Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting Minutes October 5, 2012 continued
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corporate offices. The Articles require that the address is 
kept up to date and on file in the secretary of state’s office 
and that requires the membership to vote on the address 
change as presented in the Articles:

BE IT RESOLVED, the members of the Michigan 4-H 
Foundation approve the change to Article III to update the 
foundation’s current address in the Articles of Incorporation 
as follows:

THIRD: The location of the registered office and post 
office is: 
Michigan 4-H Foundation
535 Chestnut Road, Room 240
East Lansing, MI 48824

Trustee Stuby noted that the foundation’s physical office has 
not moved, but that the Michigan State University campus 
underwent a campus-wide re-addressing to now reflect 
street addresses rather than building names. Trustee Doug 
Lewis moved to approve the motion. Motion supported by 
Trustee Sheila Burkhardt; motion carried.

Trustee Stuby then noted that the foundation’s board of 
trustees has the capacity for 30 members and that we 
currently have 21 trustees, but noted that with trustee 
elections and trustee attrition, the board will consist of 20 
trustees after the meeting. 

Trustee Stuby then presented three trustees for confirmation 
that the board voted to elect previously in the current year. 
Hannah Haynes, Oakland County 4-H member, Jennifer 
Vincent, Editor of Michigan Farmer, and Michael Wehner, 
Vice President of Finance and Treasurer for Cooperative 
Elevator Company. 

Trustee Stuby also presented three trustees for re-election 
to the board for three-year terms: Pamala Babbitt, Mary 
Draves and Claudia Scioly. Trustee Stuby stated that this 
completed the nominations from the Board Development 
Committee and then entertained nominations from the 
membership, and hearing none, proposed a motion to 
accept the slate of trustees to be confirmed and returning 
trustees as presented to the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
membership. Trustee Emeritus Faye Adam moved to 
approve the trustee slate. Supported by Trustee Tom Coon; 
motion carried.

Executive Director Cheryl Howell thanked President 
Holoman for his leadership of the day’s proceedings and 

for his leadership as president of the board. She thanked 
all of the day’s presenters for helping to celebrate the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation’s 60th anniversary. She recog-
nized the legacy of great leadership including Dr. Mawby 
and Don Jost, who have been supportive in her work as 
executive director. Mrs. Howell then paid remembrance to 
two great friends who we lost in the past year. Dr. Norm 
Brown who served as state 4-H leader for seven years and 
later as president of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. She 
also remembered Mike McIntyre who served as Michigan 
4-H Foundation trustee for 12 years and as treasurer from 
2006-2010.

She then recognized and thanked the foundation’s 
administrative team for their support and preparations 
for the annual meeting: Cindy Acton, Kathy Kregger, 
Vonda Marrow and Abbey Miller. Mrs. Howell thanked the 
board for their support and encouragement for the work 
we continue to do for youth. She then thanked all those 
in attendance for their continued support for Michigan’s 
young people.

President Holoman then opened the floor for closing 
remarks from the membership. Trustee Scioly spoke 
on behalf of the Woman’s National Farm and Garden 
Association, stating how exciting it was to listen to Miss 
Onaca Bennett’s presentation on her exchange trip 
to Japan. She also was happy to have Dr. Mawby in 
attendance today.

With no further business, President Holoman thanked Mrs. 
Howell and the foundation staff members as well as all 
those present for their dedication and commitment. He 
then provided directions for those joining us for the Clover 
Citation Luncheon and thanked everyone for attending. 
He adjourned the meeting at 12:14 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

 

Dr. Julie A. Chapin 
Secretary, Michigan 4-H Foundation

Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual Membership Meeting Minutes October 5, 2012 continued
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About the Michigan 4-H Foundation
The Michigan 4-H Foundation is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion dedicated to encouraging and supporting Michigan 4-H Youth 
Development to prepare youth from all segments of society for meaningful 
and productive lives. The Michigan 4-H Foundation is a $7 million 
organization that seeks, manages and distributes support from private 
individuals, organizations, foundations and corporations to support the 
mission and vision of Michigan 4-H Youth Development.

535 Chestnut Road, Room 240 
East Lansing, MI 48824
Phone: (517) 353-6692
Fax: (517) 432-3310
Email: info@mi4hfdtn.org
Web: www.mi4hfdtn.org
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