
Michigan State University (MSU) Extension 4-H youth 
development has launched a new program in southeast 
Michigan for youth interested in exploring coding and 

creative arts through technology.
In addition to helping youth to grow their skills and explore 

their interests, the 4-H Clovers CODE (Creating Opportunities 
Designed for Everyone) program will expose youth in Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties to high growth, high paying 
jobs in technical and creative career pathways.

“Our goal is to advance STEAM (science, technology, engineering, 
arts and mathematics) learning opportunities in communities that are 
traditionally underserved by offering new and innovative learning 
experiences through a variety of camps, clubs, after school and 
in-school partnerships,” said Jake DeDecker, MSU Extension associate 
director for children and youth and state leader for Michigan 4-H. “We 
are thrilled to partner with Apple and other community organizations 
to help youth learn critical life skills, and to provide an opportunity 
for them to create and explore using state-of-the-art technology.”

The 4-H Clovers CODE program is supported by a gift from 
Apple. As part of its Community Education Initiative, Apple provided 
MSU Extension 4-H with hardware, scholarships, and professional 
learning and support, including iPads and MacBooks, and additional 
support for a staff member to focus on STEAM programs using Apple 
curriculum. This creativity curriculum provides hands-on learning in 
the areas of coding, photography, video, drawing and music.

“We believe technology can play an important role in 
empowering students to learn, create and engage,” said Stacy 
Erb, director of Apple’s Community Education Initiative. “We’re 
thrilled to support the 4-H Clovers CODE program to help bring 
critical coding skills to the next generation of Michigan innovators.”

Developing positive youth-adult partnerships is at the core of 
the 4-H program model. As such, five youth will be recruited and 
identified to help with project implementation. These youth will 
serve in leadership roles, recruit participants, provide input into 
the educational sessions offered, advise on program scheduling, 
and help facilitate instruction. 

Terrell Jordan, a Wayne County 4-H’er and member 
of the Michigan 4-H State Youth Leadership Council (SYLC), is one 
of the youths serving as a teen leader for the project.

“The iPads donated from Apple will help expand 4-H to more 
people in Wayne County by making sure people have the right 

materials to help them develop skills that they can use to help them 
go further in life,” Jordan said. “I’m excited about learning some 
coding, which is a skill that I really can use in life and in college.”

In addition, staff and volunteers who are trained on the curricula 
will be charged with sustaining and expanding the program, as well 
as serving as mentors to the youth.

“This project is important to me because our youth will one 
day be solving problems, exploring their creativity, and driving 
progress as a direct result of this programming,” said Amanda 
Campbell, a Macomb County 4-H volunteer who is 
helping to launch this program locally. “I am most excited about 
learning new ways to interact with our youth and to help our youth 
develop skills that will guide them on their journey in life!” 

“STEM fields are growing at an exponential rate,” Campbell 
added. “It’s more important now, more than ever, to ensure our 
youth have the skills to excel them forward. The skills that will help 
our youth drive progress and innovation as well as battle challenges. 
Although not every youth will become a scientist, an engineer, a 
computer programmer, or a mathematician, STEM programming 
provides our youth with the skills and methods of thinking to enable 
them to problem solve, explore options, and engage creatively.”

4-H Clovers CODE is open to youth ages 5-19 in Wayne, 
Oakland, and Macomb counties with a special emphasis on middle 
school youth. The program launch includes five short-term 4-H SPIN 
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The Kettunen Center sale was finalized in November 
2021. The proceeds will establish two new 
endowments to support 4-H and create a reserve 
fund for the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

On Nov. 18, 2021 the Michigan 4-H Foundation sold the 
Kettunen Center property to Bais Chabad of Kalkaska, 
Inc., a religious youth organization which previously 

leased the center for a youth camp during summer 2021.
A full-service conference center in Tustin, Mich., Kettunen 

Center was the first 4-H volunteer and youth training center in 
the nation, owned and operated by the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
from 1961 to 2021. The center permanently closed its doors 
July 1, 2020, after the Michigan 4-H Foundation board agreed 
that closing and selling the facility was in the best interest of the 
nonprofit organization.

“We know and understand that Kettunen Center was near and 
dear to the hearts of many within our Michigan 4-H family,” said 
Sheila Kneeshaw, Michigan 4-H Foundation president. “This was 
a very difficult decision for the board to make. However, given 
the compounding issues of the pandemic, selling was in the best 
financial interest of the Michigan 4-H Foundation.”

“The Michigan 4-H Foundation remains committed to 
supporting Michigan 4-H programs, including 4-H volunteer 
training and learning experiences for youth,” she continued.

Appraised at $1.5 million, the Kettunen Center property was 
sold for $1.7 million. Located on Center Lake with 2,000 feet of 
water frontage and 137 acres, the property comprised three main 
buildings (split into five lodges with 72 lodging rooms and 13 
meeting rooms), a full-service kitchen and dining hall, and a private 
earth-sheltered residence situated on 2.47 acres of the property.

Realtor, legal fees and debt from the center is estimated to total 
$885,000. This leaves approximately $815,000 in net proceeds 
which the Michigan 4-H Foundation Board of Trustees voted to 
allocate as follows:

$250,000 to create the A.G. Kettunen Endowment.
The A.G. Kettunen Endowment honors the legacy of Arne G. 

(A.G.) Kettunen, whom Kettunen Center was named after, and 
will continue to subsidize and expand upon the types of 4-H 
programs historically held at Kettunen Center. The earnings from 
the fund may support statewide 4-H learning experiences, training, 
events and other Michigan 4-H strategic program priorities. 
A.G. Kettunen served as Michigan state 4-H leader from 1925 
to 1956 and incorporator of the Michigan 4-H Foundation. He 
envisioned a site where 4-H could grow through the training of its 
volunteers and members and this endowment continues to support 
that vision. In 1956, the Michigan 4-H Foundation acquired 137 
acres in Osceola County and launched its first major fundraising 
campaign to construct “Camp Kett” (renamed Kettunen Center in 
1972). Although A.G. Kettunen didn’t live to see his dream made 
real, the center continued to bear his name. 

$250,000 to create the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Operational Endowment.

The Michigan 4-H Foundation Operational Endowment is an 
unrestricted endowment to support the general operations and 
other areas of greatest need for the Michigan 4-H Foundation. 
The fund earnings may be used to ensure that the foundation can 
meet its budgeted operational expenses and may also provide 
support for Michigan 4-H strategic program priorities.

These two funds are established as board-designated 
endowments, or quasi-endowments, which are funds functioning 
as endowments. These funds are intended to be perpetual, where 
the principal or corpus of the fund is invested and the income is 
used to provide annual support. 

$315,000 to the Michigan 4-H Foundation Reserve Fund.
The remainder of the net proceeds, calculated to total 

about $315,000, pending any post sale expenses and the final 
repayment of the COVID-19 Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL), 
will be allocated to the Michigan 4-H Foundation Reserve Fund. 
This fund is a safety net to cover unforeseen expenses and the 
areas of greatest need for the Michigan 4-H Foundation. One 
of the key goals of the foundation’s strategic plan is to grow this 
reserve fund to a level equivalent of one year of Michigan 4-H 
Foundation expenses to ensure against a 23% market drop on the 
endowment corpus value. The amount of 23% was selected as this 
is the largest drop our corpus has seen during down market times. 

“We look forward to continuing, and growing, our long-
standing relationship between the Michigan 4-H Foundation and 
Michigan 4-H,” said Jake DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 
4-H and associate director for MSU Extension Children and Youth. 
“These investments will provide a source of long-term financial 
stability and growth, for not only the Michigan 4-H Foundation, 

michigan 4-h foundation

Apr. 1 – Outdoor Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 
opened. The outdoor gardens are open dawn to dusk until 
Oct. 31. Learn more at: 4hgarden.msu.edu.

June 30 – Donation deadline for FY2021-22 gift credit.
Oct. 5-16 – TSC 4-H Paper Clover Promotion. Visit 
your local Tractor Supply Company store to purchase a $1 
paper clover to support your county 4-H program. Learn 
more at: www.tractorsupply.com/4H. 

Oct. 7 – Michigan 4-H Foundation Annual 
Membership Meeting at Michigan State University.

calendar of events

Michigan 4-H Foundation sells Kettunen Center;  
proceeds create two new endowments and reserve fund
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Midland County 4-H volunteer 
Ervin Currie II, of Midland, 
was elected to the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation board of trustees in April.
Trustees are volunteers who manage 

foundation policies and operations, and 
are community advocates for ongoing and 
increasing support for 4-H. They are also 
charged with overseeing the activities of foundation staff members 
and working on committees to facilitate foundation operations. 

Currie is a project manager for Dow Inc. with a primary 
focus on IT infrastructure projects. He is responsible for project 
planning and management throughout the project lifecycle and 
is accountable for budget, contingency, scope, as well as issue 
and risk management. He also facilitates the Agile training for 
the company’s project management office. He has spent the last 
22 years supporting the success of the company in multiple IT 

leadership positions which included short assignments in Freeport, 
Texas, Philadelphia, Brazil, and India.

Currie’s four young boys all participate in a multitude of sports and 
4-H activities. They are all current members of both Gray and Northern 
Dreamers 4-H clubs in Midland County where Currie is an active 
adult leader. He is the current vice president of the Midland County 
4-H Council and has been an active council member since 2018. 
He is a certified archery instructor through the 4-H Shooting Sports 
Program and uses his knowledge to conduct the archery activities at 
the weeklong Camp Neyati program for the Midland County 4-H 
youth. As an avid gardener, livestock farmer, outdoor sportsman and 
entrepreneur, Currie took his passion to the next level and launched 
Open Season Coffee. The company spends a portion of the proceeds 
on youth hunter safety programs and wildlife habitat improvements.

Currie earned both an associate’s degree in science from 
Delta Community College and a bachelor’s degree in general 
studies with a focus on project and business management from 
Baker College.

MICHIGAN 4-H FOUNDATION

but also for Michigan 4-H Youth Development. This will provide a 
new, continual pool to help support our signature 4-H programs 
like 4-H Exploration Days, Capitol Experience and 4-H workshops, 
as well as ensure support for youth and volunteer training and 
strategic program priorities for Michigan 4-H.” 

Prior to the sale, historical 4-H and Kettunen Center items of 
significance were donated to either MSU Archives or the 4-H History 
Exhibit at the MSU Museum. Additional items are on display at various 
locations on the Michigan State University campus, including the 
China Art mural which is now on display in Wells Hall. The sponsored 
bricks from Kettunen Center have been relocated to the Schoolyard 
Demonstration Garden at the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens. The 
Michigan 4-H Foundation President’s Wall is now displayed in the 
hallway leading to the MSU Extension Director’s Office on the fourth 
floor of the Morrill Hall of Agriculture.

On Nov. 18, 2021 the Michigan 4-H Foundation sold the Kettunen 
Center property to Bais Chabad of Kalkaska, Inc., a religious youth 
organization which leased the center for a youth camp during 
summer 2021.

Ervin Currie II

MSU EXTENSION Children  
and Youth Institute 
leadership changes

Julie Chapin, Ph.D., returned to 
MSU Extension as director of the 
Children and Youth Institute (CYI) on 

June 1. Chapin has served as a Michigan 
4-H Foundation trustee since 2010 and 
will continue her  trustee service.

Chapin retired in 2018 after a 
36-year career with MSU Extension 
where she served in multiple roles from an educator and 
program leader to becoming the first director of CYI when 
institutes were first established. Her strong vision, leadership 
and passion for the 4-H Youth Development program make 
this an ideal opportunity for CYI and MSU Extension. Chapin  
replaces Erica Tobe, Ph.D., as CYI director who recently 
stepped down to take a six month study leave.

Effective July 1, Jacob DeDecker, Ph.D., will step 
down as associate director of CYI and state 4-H leader 
to assume a new role with the College of Agriculture, 
Biotechnology and Natural Resources at the University of 
Nevada, Reno, as director of Extension and associate dean 
for engagement.

Drs. Quentin Tyler and Julie Chapin will work on a plan 
for an interim state 4-H leader and a search for a permanent 
associate director for the Children and Youth Institute.

Currie elected to michigan 4-H foundation board of TRUSTEEs

Julie Chapin, Ph.D.
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LEGACY GIFTS

An estate gift from long-time 4-H supporters and 
alumni George and Deanna House will grow the 
Founders Fund.

Wisconsin 4-H alumni George and Deanna House 
were active Michigan 4-H volunteers at both the county 
and state level, including serving as judges at the State 

4-H Poultry Show. Trustee emeritus George House served as a 
Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee for three decades and passed 
away in 2014. Deanna served on the Michigan 4-H Centennial 
Celebration Committee and co-authored the 4-H curriculum, The 
Microwave Connection. Deanna passed away Feb. 17, 2022. 

“As dedicated donors to 4-H, George and Deanna had a strong 
passion and belief in 4-H. They had a clear understanding of the 
value of giving and were true philanthropists by documenting a 
planned gift designating a portion of their estate to the Michigan 
4-H Foundation. Legacy gifts like this make a lasting difference for 
the future of 4-H,” said Julie Chapin, Michigan 4-H Foundation 
Resource Development Committee chair and MSU Extension 
institute director for Children and Youth. 

Their charitable estate gift will grow the Founder’s Fund, 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation’s first unrestricted endowment. 
Established in 2006 by George and Deanna with both a major 
leadership gift and a planned gift, they encouraged and solicited 
additional gifts from current and former trustees to help grow this 
fund which ensures the foundation’s ability to be advocates and 
stewards for Michigan 4-H by supporting the annual operation 
and grant-making needs of the foundation.

When elected as trustee emeritus, former executive director 
Cheryl Howell said, “George’s wisdom and generous sharing 
of it has significantly benefitted the work of three decades of 
Michigan 4-H Foundation board and staff leadership. His 
contributions really defined the meaning of extraordinary. Aside 
from his years of service and expertise to the board, George’s 
major long-term impact for the Michigan 4-H Foundation was 
the advocacy for and creation of the Founder’s Fund. His vision 
was to create a perpetual source of income to eventually fund the 
entire operations of the Michigan 4-H Foundation.”

George served as Michigan 4-H Foundation trustee from 
1979 to 2009 and was elected trustee emeritus in 2010. His 
service to the board included terms as president, vice president 
and treasurer, Personnel Committee chair and many years on the 
Finance Committee. He also provided trustee leadership to the 
Vison 2021 renovations at Kettunen Center. In his professional 
career, George held positions as president of Production Credit 
Association of Kalamazoo, vice president of Hamilton Farm 
Bureau Cooperative, president of AgriDirections, Inc. and later 
as executive director of Michigan Allied Poultry Industries. He 
was a 1963 graduate from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Born and raised on her family farm near Footville, Wisconsin, 
Deanna was very involved in 4-H growing up. After graduating 
from Janesville High School in 1957, she went to the University of 
Wisconsin – Stout, which was then called Stout College. Deanna 
majored in home economics and was involved in the Alpha Phi 
Sorority. Early in her career Deanna taught high school home 
economics in Wisconsin. After moving to Michigan, Deanna 
taught community education classes on microwave cooking. The 
classes expanded and she started giving cooking demonstrations 
for churches and organizations. From 1981 to 1995, Deanna 
published four cookbooks: House Specialties, More House 
Specialties, Even More House Specialties, and House Specialties 
Encore. Deanna continued providing cooking demonstrations 
until 2012. To show how much she valued her education, Deanna 
served on the Stout Foundation Board for six years and annually 
sponsored a scholarship for students going into education.

The Houses were recognized by the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
as members of both the Cornerstone Society and the A.G. 
Kettunen Society, which provides lifetime recognition to donors 
who have made documented future gifts to 4-H. To learn more 
about leaving a legacy with a planned gift to support 4-H, contact 
Carrie Horstman, assistant director of development for 4-H at 
517-353-7075 or greenca5@msu.edu or visit https://mi4hfdtn.
org/gift-types. 

Gifts in memory of George and/or Deanna may be made 
online at: https://mi4hfdtn.org/memorialtributedonation or by 
check to the Michigan 4-H Foundation, Justin S. Morrill Hall of 
Agriculture, 446 West Circle Drive Room 160, East Lansing, MI 
48824.

An estate gift from long-time 4-H supporters and alumni George 
and Deanna House will grow the Founders Fund. Deanna passed 
away Feb. 17, 2022; George died in 2014.

estate gift creates lasting legacy; grows endowment
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MICHIGAN 4-H

Twenty-one Michigan 4-H’ers enjoy the 100th  
National 4-H Congress 
Youth from 11 counties traveled to Atlanta, Georgia 
for the 2021 five-day leadership conference. 

As it celebrated 100 years of existence, 21 Michigan 4-H’ers 
from 11 different counties headed south to Atlanta, 
Georgia for the annual National 4-H Congress. The five-

day conference held Nov. 26-30, offered youth a chance to enjoy 
educational, service and recreational experiences related to diversity, 
various cultures, leadership, team development and much more. 

“National 4-H Congress allows youth from all over to advance 
their leadership skills and develop a network of other teen leaders 
across the country,” said Janelle Stewart, MSU Extension 4-H youth 
educator, who attended the event with the Michigan delegation.

In total, more than 800 youth nationwide attended the conference 
that aims to inspire youth to make an impact in their club, community, 
country and world. Throughout the event, attendees heard from 
speakers that included Dan Clark, New York Times best-selling author; 
Dr. Carrie Castille, director of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture; John Beede, worldwide 
adventurer and motivational speaker; and Manny Ohonme, a 
philanthropist, social entrepreneur and businessman who provides 
shoes to those in need.

“Our main speakers were incredible to listen to,” said Kathleen 
Bailey, a 17-year-old 4-H’er from Branch County who attended 
the event. “Manny created a company that creates and distributes 
shoes to developing countries. He taught us so much about 
how the life we live can be used to change the world. John is a 
mountain climber and his stories of courage and perseverance 
have stood the test of time.”

Attendees also took part in various educational workshops, 
community service projects, tours and other recreational 
opportunities during their time at National 4-H Congress, 
for which the 100th anniversary theme was “A Century of 
Empowering Youth.” Among the many highlights for youth were 
the International Dinner night, Congress Gala and the Night of 
Culture at the Atlanta History Center.

“At the International Night of Dinner, the atmosphere was so 
lighthearted,” said Allie Johns-Devries, a 17-year-old 4-H’er from 
Alger County. “It was amazing seeing all the work that had been put 
into making the different exhibits and truly feel as though you had 
gone to these different countries to see a glimpse into their culture.”

Beyond the many activities offered, National 4-H Congress 
also builds a network of teen leaders and grows relationships 
beyond state borders.

“When people from all across the country gather in one 
location you have the opportunity to learn from each and every 
person you speak to,” said Bailey. “I met so many interesting and 
unique people from across the country, many of who I am still 
talking to months later. I made friends from Georgia, Tennessee, 

Oregon, Virginia, Florida, Louisiana and Iowa.”
Johns-Devries agreed that the opportunity to meet and interact 

with so many new people was incredibly useful.
“The valuable thing to me was learning how to just walk up to 

new people and strike up a conversation,” she said.
After returning home, the Michigan delegation continues to 

put the lessons learned and skills developed to good use in their 
own communities.

“Every single part of the trip has had a lasting impact on my 
life,” said Bailey. “I learned no matter how insignificant you feel 
like your actions may be, they can have a monumental impact on 
someone else’s life. I was able to make connections with people 
from all across the country, my goal is to be able to use these 
connections with people and solve problems that affect people 
from West Virginia to Oregon.”

“This experience will impact me in the future by teaching me 
how to improve my community,” remarked Johns-Devries. “It 
has taught me more about 4-H in the rest of my country. It also 
helped me to know what to do in situations where you have to 
problem-solve with people you don’t know.”

Although both were first-time attendees, Johns-Devries and 
Bailey would encourage anyone to attend National 4-H Congress 
in the future, if given the chance.

“You hear from amazing speakers, make connections with 
people of all different walks of life, and participate in entertaining 
activities,” said Bailey.

“This was my first-time taking part in a 4-H opportunity that took 
me out of Michigan,” said Johns-Devries. “It was so hands-on and 
inclusive, yet somehow was still always fun and a learning experience.”

For Stewart, who has attended in previous years, the experience 
was as remarkable as the first time she attended.

“Being able to travel with a group of outstanding teen leaders 
from Michigan and meeting others across the country was an 
awesome experience. Seeing how resilient the teens were and 
how they adapted to protocols that allowed them to have the 
experience was just a great feeling as well as reflective of how 
important providing these opportunities are for the youth.”

2021 Michigan delegation of 4-H’ers at National 4-H Congress.
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Gifts received Oct. 28, 2021 to June 1, 2022 in memory of:

memorial gifts | In memory of

Memorial gifts make lasting tribute to the 
memory of family members and friends. Tribute 
gifts recognize the contributions and talents of 
living persons or celebrate a special occasion. 

To make a memorial or tribute gift today, 
complete the form below or donate 
online now at https://mi4hfdtn.org!

4-H Clovers Code
Continued from cover

(SPecial INterest) Clubs in each of the three counties, one club in each of the 
five areas – coding, photography, video, drawing, and music. In addition to 
the SPIN Clubs, two camps will be offered over the summer months. 

MSU Extension is actively seeking additional community partners 
(after school programs, in-school programs, libraries, etc.) interested in 
collaborating on program implementation. To learn more about how to 
partner or how youth may join the program, visit www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-
clovers-code.
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MEMORIAL AND TRIBUTE GIFTS
Memorial and tribute gifts are charitable contributions that support Michigan 4-H. Memorial gifts are made in memory and tribute gifts in honor of special 
people. If you or your group would like to make a memorial or tribute gift, please complete this form and send it with your gift to the Michigan 4-H 

Foundation. Gifts can also be made by calling the Michigan 4-H Foundation at (517) 353-6692 or online at https://mi4hfdtn.org.

Enclosed is a gift of $ . ❒ In loving memory of  ❒ In tribute to 

Send announcement of this gift to: Name 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

Sent by: (Donor’s Name) 

Address  City  State  ZIP  

County  Phone ( )  Email 

4-H affiliation: ❒ 4-H alumnus, ❒ 4-H volunteer, ❒ 4-H member, ❒ 4-H friend, ❒ 4-H parent, ❒ 4-H staff member. 

Payment by:

❒ Check (Make checks payable to Michigan 4-H Foundation.)

❒ Please charge my credit/debit card (check one): ❒ MasterCard ❒ Visa ❒ Discover ❒ American Express 

 Name (as on card)  Credit Card No.  Exp. Date (mm/yy)  

Mail to: Michigan 4-H Foundation, Justin S. Morrill Hall of Agriculture, 446 West Circle Dr., Room 160, East Lansing, MI 48824                  MICS 2751

4-H CHILDREN’S GARDENS

Norm Lownds, Ph.D., known as “Dr. 
Norm,” curator of the Michigan 4-H 
Children’s Gardens since 1997 will 

retire June 30. 
The Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens 

opened in 1993 as a place for children 
to learn about plants and science while 
satisfying their innate wonder and curiosity. 

The Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden was designed by MSU 
Parks and Planning designers Jeff Kacos and Deb Kinney, working 
in consultation with the garden’s founding curator, Jane Taylor. The 
Michigan 4-H Children’s Garden was the first garden in the United 
States developed specifically for the education of children on a 
university campus and launched a national and international focus 
on the development of gardens designed specifically for children. 
It has been called the “most creative half-acre in America.” 

Under Lownds’ direction the gardens have received many awards 
for its innovative design as well as for the incorporation and use of 
technology, including an online virtual tour; Wonderwall – a website 
for students and teachers to ask questions and interact with MSU 
experts; Wonder casts – time-lapse videos of plants growing; and 
a Digitally Integrated Garden Network (DIGN) – an online digital 
community that connects schools and school gardens from across 
Michigan to the 4-H Children’s Gardens and to scientists at MSU.

The garden footprint and reach nearly doubled under Lownds’ 
leadership. In 2003, the indoor garden opened providing year-
round educational access to science-based learning. The Curiosity 
Classroom and Garden Gateway Classroom were also added 
as indoor classrooms for 4-H Children’s Gardens programming.

In 2008, the 2,500-square-foot Pete and Sally Smith 
Schoolyard Demonstration Garden opened to provide educators 
with ideas and learning concepts in developing outdoor gardens 

in schoolyards and community spaces, and as a demonstration 
space for environmentally-friendly landscape materials.

In 2018, community partnerships were established with the 
Capital Area District Library to install a story walk with book pages 
on display throughout the garden. Local artist Kelly Boyle also led 
a community mural project which is now on display in the gardens.

Over the past two decades, the 4-H Children’s Gardens 
program reach also increased significantly with Lownds’ vision. 
Each year approximately 100,000 people visit the gardens. This 
totals more than 2 million people, mostly kids, who have walked, 
ran, touched and often hugged their favorite things in the garden.

Annually, 14,000 youth, primarily in grades K-4, have participated 
in the Butterflies in the Garden and other programs through school-
based partnerships. Head Start on Science (HSOS) is creating and 
testing new ways of professional development for Head Start teachers 
to specifically increase their comfort with, interest in and ability to 
teach science to preschool children. Seeds of Science multi-day 
4-H Children’s Gardens field trip experiences develop and evaluate 
student attitudes toward science and changes in their specific content 
knowledge. For the last seven years, the 4-H Children’s Gardens 
educational programs have provided the Broader Impacts connection 
for numerous National Science Foundation grants where students 
have been engaged in cutting-edge plant science, how plants tell 
time and even strawberry DNA extraction. 

The Michigan 4-H Foundation looks forward to continuing 
its partnership with MSU Extension and the MSU Department of 
Horticulture in supporting and identifying the next curator for the 
Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens.

Gifts to the Michigan 4-H Children’s Gardens in honor of 
Norm Lownds, can be made to the Michigan 4-H Foundation 
at: https://mi4hfdtn.org/memorial-tribute-gifts or by mailing a 
donation with the gift form below.

Dr. Norm, 4-H Children’s Gardens curator, to retire June 30

Norm Lownds, Ph.D.
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COUNTY 4-H

Suzanne Threadgould established the Earl W. and 
Suzanne Threadgould Endowment for Ingham 
County 4-H with the Michigan 4-H Foundation in 2016 

to honor her husband’s life and career with Michigan 4-H. Late 
last year, Suzanne made an IRA charitable required minimum 
distribution gift to grow the fund, increasing the many ways the 
fund will benefit Ingham County 4-H’ers for years to come.

“My husband had been a 4-H youth agent at one time, and we 
were always involved with 4-H,” Suzanne Threadgould said. “4-H is 
so good for kids. I think it’s important for kids to get involved in 4-H.”

An endowment is a fund that is permanently restricted — the 
corpus of the fund is invested and held intact, and the earnings 
from the fund are used to support the 4-H program each year. 
Endowments provide a dependable and perpetual source of 
funding that, combined with other annual support, ensures that 
4-H opportunities are always available for youth.

The Threadgould endowment provides annual support for 
Ingham County 4-H youth leadership and 
recognition. The fund may also be used to 
support out-of-county 4-H experiences for youth 
and to encourage and recognize 4-H youth 
engagement and leadership in Ingham County.

“I decided now would be the time to do it,” 
said Suzanne. “My husband always wanted to 
give back to 4-H.”

Earl was a long-time Wayne County 4-H member and earned his 
bachelor’s degree from the MSU College of Agriculture and Natural 
Resources. After college, he served in the Peace Corps, traveling 
to El Salvador to work with the Central American 4C program, the 
sister program to 4-H. Earl and Suzanne met and were married 
while serving in El Salvador. They returned to Michigan and Earl 
pursued a master’s degree, while Suzanne went back to earn her 
education degree, both from MSU.

Earl continued his service to 4-H by becoming a 4-H youth agent 
with MSU Extension in Ingham County for 25 years. He also served 
as president of the Michigan Association of Extension 4-H Youth 
Staff and helped facilitate hosting the National Association of 4-H 
Youth Agents Conference in Michigan in 1996. Earl was an avid 
gardener and market master of the Meridian Township Farmers 
Market for over 20 years. The Threadgoulds were well-known for 
Threadgould’s farm-fresh vegetables, flowers and herbs.

Suzanne taught elementary school in Mason and Holt, Mich. 
mostly as a substitute teacher, but had a few longer-term positions 
over the years. She enjoyed working with children, and as such 
served for many years as the administrative 4-H volunteer leader 
of the East Alaiedon 4-H Club in Ingham County. The club boasted 
well over 50 members at times, including the Threadgould’s 
children, and 15 volunteer project leaders.

“We did conservation, entomology — my son was very into 
entomology at the time — as well as flowers and vegetables,” 
she recalled. “My daughter did sewing, although I didn’t lead it… 

I was the administrative leader for quite a while.”
“We had 50-60 4-H club members at one 

point. We always met at the Alaiedon Township 
Hall. It was a great place to meet. Our members 
exhibited their projects at the Ingham County Fair.”

After Earl passed away in 2011, Suzanne 
created the Earl Threadgould 4-H Scholarship 
Award in his memory with annual gifts. This award 

provides an annual post-secondary education scholarship to an 
Ingham County 4-H youth.

“Earl was very passionate about the 4-H youth in Ingham 
County,” said Glenda Weiss, Ingham County MSU Extension 
4-H program coordinator. “Growing up in the 4-H program, I 
remember the encouragement he gave to strive toward goals such 
as state awards. This scholarship allows our current 4-H members 
to continue to reach their goals for their future.”

By creating the Threadgould endowment five years ago, Suzanne 
has ensured an annual source of income for the Threadgould Award 
and other support for Ingham County 4-H for generations to come.

Suzanne decided to increase her investment in Ingham County 4-H 
by growing the Threadgould endowment with an additional gift in 
December. She opted to make this additional investment through an 
IRA charitable required minimum distribution (RMD) gift, commonly 
called the IRA charitable rollover. This type of gift allows donors aged 
70½ or older to donate to charity each year by transferring an amount 
directly from an IRA to a charity, such as the Michigan 4-H Foundation, 
and thereby reducing their taxable income for the current tax year.

“I needed to give some money away and it was to my advantage 
to make the gift,” said Suzanne. “I might even decide to do it again.”

Now by investing in, and growing the Threadgould endowment, 
Suzanne has ensured the fund will continue to have an impact on 
many generations of Ingham County 4-H youth. To date, 11 Ingham 
County 4-H youth have received the Threadgould Scholarship to 
pursue post-secondary education.

Threadgould grows endowment for Ingham County 4-H 

Suzanne Threadgould established the Earl W. and Suzanne 
Threadgould Endowment for Ingham County 4-H in 2016. Recently, she 
grew the fund with an IRA charitable required minimum distribution.

“4-H is so good for kids. I think 
it’s important for kids to get 
involved in 4-H.”

— Suzanne Threadgould
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4-H alumna credits 4-H Capitol Experience 
for leading to her career choice

Alger County 4-H alumna 
Kennedy DeFrancesco 
has served as a Michigan 4-H 

Foundation youth trustee since January 2020, 
giving her time as a means of giving back to 
a program she says gave her so much. 

As a former member of Michigan 
4-H, she participated in Alger County’s 
Munising 4-H Club for eight years in 
the 4-H project areas of crafts, sewing, 
s c rapbook ing,  l eade r sh ip ,  c i v i c 
engagement and community service. 
Through her experiences with 4-H, she 
developed critical life skills and found a 
passion for a career path that she is actively 
pursuing today.

“I am very fortunate that I was able to 
be involved in 4-H,” DeFrancesco said. 
“4-H programs create situations in which 
our youth can be inspired for their futures 
and provides them the motivation that they 
have the ability to make a difference.”

Her 4-H experience gave her the 
courage to stand up for what she believes 
in and provided her with the skills to be a 
good and effective leader. DeFrancesco 
also met people with shared interests who 
became lifelong friends.

”4-H impacted my life in more ways 
than I can say. I would not be the person 
I am today if I had not had the 4-H 
experience in my life,” she added. “4-H 
guided me down the path I needed to 
pursue to achieve my goals.”

According to DeFrancesco, one of 
the greatest life lessons she learned in 
4-H was the importance of community 
and leadership. 4-H was also one of the 
first places she felt fully accepted and 
surrounded by people that genuinely 
supported her.

“Being able to have the courage to 
take charge and not be afraid to speak 
up for what I believed in was instilled in 
every 4-H member. Through this leadership 
and sense of a community, I was able to 
become my own individual and discover 
different things that interested me, and it is 
still something I strive for today,” she said.

DeFrancesco worked to develop her 
leadership skills through statewide events 
such as 4-H Exploration Days, 4-H Capitol 
Experience, the Michigan 4-H State Youth 
Leadership Council, the Michigan 4-H 
Youth Leadership and Global Citizen 
Spectacular, as well as national events like 
4-H Citizenship Washington Focus and 
National 4-H Congress.

“Although I have a countless number 
of amazing 4-H memories, I would have 
to say my ultimate favorite would be 
attending National 4-H Congress. This 
event was organized so beautifully and 
was so incredibly fun. All the people in 
the Michigan group were immediately 
fast friends, the adult chaperones were 
the coolest, nicest people. Everything I was 
able to experience during that event was 
so fun and educational. I am so grateful 
that I was able to have such an amazing 
experience at this particular event. I would 
encourage any eligible 4-H member to go 
if they have the opportunity!”

However, DeFrancesco says that 4-H 
Capitol Experience is the event that 
ultimately helped her find her career 
choice. 4-H Capitol Experience is an 
annual conference that helps prepare 
youth for active citizenship by focusing 
on civic engagement and public policy. 
DeFrancesco was excited that she was 
able to attend a real-life Supreme Court 
hearing, watch the proceedings of the 
Senate or House of Representatives, learn 
to write bills, and meet with real politicians 
to talk about the validity of the bills. She 
also met Gov. Whitmer (a senator at the 
time) who signed the mock bill presented 
by 4-H’ers at the event.

“4-H was responsible for my chosen path 
for my education and career. I attended lots 
of awesome 4-H events around the United 
States and had the absolute best time at 
each one of them, but it wasn’t until one 
specific program that I realized this is what 
I needed to be doing in my life: 4-H Capitol 
Experience, it gives 4-H members a whole 
governmental experience.”

“This event gave me a real life look 
at the inside proceedings of our state 
government,” DeFrancesco stated. 
“The experience spurred my love for 
governmental proceedings. I returned 
home and told my mom that I had decided 
to go into political science. I now have 
my bachelor’s in political science and am 
looking to pursue a career in law. I don’t 
think I would be on the same path I am 
today if it weren’t for 4-H!”

Currently working towards a master’s 
degree in philosophy at Eastern Michigan 
University, DeFrancesco earned her 
bachelor’s degree in political science from 
Ferris State University, where she was a 
member of the Speech and Debate Team, 
Model United Nations (UN) Club, and 
focused on women’s advocacy.

“My 4-H career helped shape the 
decisions I made for my future. By 
participating in 4-H programs throughout 
high school, I discovered a passion for 
leadership, political science, and the need 
to help make a difference.”

DeFrancesco continued, “If you are 
thinking about joining 4-H, please do it. 
You will meet so many amazing people, 
get to experience so many different 
incredible opportunities, and be a part of 
an amazing community who will support 
you continuously.”

Kennedy DeFrancesco, Alger County 4-H 
alumna and Michigan 4-H Foundation youth 
trustee, is working towards a master’s degree 
in philosophy at Eastern Michigan University.



Michigan 4-H Foundation, VANTAGE, Spring 2022, Volume 43, No. 1mi4hfdtn.org/vantage10

awards & grants

Outstanding 4-H volunteers recognized with  
MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards
Two outstanding Michigan 4-H volunteers were 
honored with 2021-22 Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) 
4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards Feb. 19 at MFB’s 
Growing Together Conference in Grand Rapids.

Michigan 4-H volunteers Dave Galer, of Macomb 
County, and Madaline Knight, of Muskegon 
County, are the recipients of the 2021-22 Michigan Farm 

Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards,  jointly awarded 
by Michigan 4-H and MFB, and funded by the MFB 4-H Excellence 
in Agriculture Endowment at the Michigan 4-H Foundation.

Honorees are nominated and selected for their outstanding 
volunteer efforts for 4-H youth development and education in one 
or more agricultural project areas, including beef cattle; dairy cattle; 
goats; horses; horticulture, crops and soils; poultry; rabbits; sheep; 
swine; and veterinary science programs.

Award recipients will each designate $1,000 grants to help 
support a 4-H agricultural program of their choosing for volunteer 
training, supplies or curricula to enhance 4-H programming locally 
and statewide.

Dave Galer, Macomb County 4-H volunteer
Dave Galer has been a Macomb County 4-H volunteer of the 

Detroit Arsenal (DTA) 4-H Club since 2013. Through his leadership, 
a new youth gardening project was developed. He instructed and 
assisted youth in building raised garden boxes, bean tepees, a Mrs. 
Potato Head potato patch, scarecrows and a vegetable stand. He 
also partnered with the Macomb County 4-H Master Gardeners to 
assist in maintenance and educating children.

Galer took the gardening project to a higher level when he 
challenged the youth to develop an irrigation system for tomato 
plants that promoted water conservation, built a worm farm for soil 
development and constructed a compost pile to replenish the garden 
nutrition.

“Mr. Galer recognizes and understands that 4-H can help build 
young people’s skillsets, provide them with the tools needed to thrive 
as an adult and create positive relationships that last a lifetime,” said 
Katelyn Golembiewski, Macomb County MSU Extension 4-H program 
coordinator, who nominated Galer for the award.

During club meetings, Galer guides and encourages the members 
to make decisions, lead projects and create a positive impact in 
their community. He also encourages involvement in more than just 
the county 4-H program by promoting statewide and national 4-H 
opportunities for his club members to participate in.

Prior to the pandemic, Galer led a 4-H youth day of service in 
which 4-H members came together to create flower garden beds 
and landscaping at the Macomb County Animal Control Facility. 
The purpose of this was to provide a nicer looking space to invite 
community members to the facility for adoptions.

“I have watched youth learn about new things in our club as 
pre-teens that became favorite interests as teenagers, and ultimately, 
drove their education and career paths as young adults. There is no 
greater reward that I can imagine as a youth mentor and educator,” 
Galer said.

Madaline Knight, Muskegon County 4-H volunteer
Madaline Knight has been a Muskegon County 4-H volunteer for 

the Hop-A-Doodle Doo 4-H Club since 2017. She has also served as 
president of the Muskegon 4-H Leaders Council since 2020. Despite 
the COVID-19 restrictions in place during 2020 and some of 2021, 
Knight held monthly Zoom club meetings and tried her best to keep 
club members engaged.

Under her leadership, the council came up with two learning kits to 
keep Muskegon 4-H members involved in 4-H during the pandemic. 
She has been nominated to serve another year as president of the 
council.

“Maddie’s positive attitude and engagement with her club is 
a shining example for other 4-H volunteer leaders in the county,” 
said Tonya Pell, Muskegon County MSU Extension 4-H program 
coordinator, who nominated Knight for the award. “In both her role 
as a club leader and as the president of the council, she brings fresh 
ideas and a passionate attitude towards youth development.”

Knight encourages full participation among 4-H club members. 
Since 2018, club members have planned and hosted a county-wide 
rabbit clinic each year and assisted in other showmanship clinics for 
Muskegon 4-H members. Knight is well-known throughout the county 
as an expert in the rabbit project and for her willingness to help all 
4-H members learn and grow as rabbit showmen.

She also encourages kids to become Muskegon 4-H Ambassadors 
and to learn about everything 4-H has to offer.

“My greatest reward has been watching the kids in my club 
build confidence within themselves,” Knight said. “Being a role 
model for them is the greatest accomplishment of my life. I love 
watching the kids build friendships with each other because the 

4-H volunteers Dave Galer, of Macomb County, and Madaline 
Knight, of Muskegon County, received the 2021-22 Michigan Farm 
Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellencein Agriculture Awards Feb. 19.

See MFB 4-H Excellence in Ag Awards, page 11
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friends I have made in 4-H are now family to me. 4-H builds such a community of love 
and support.”

The MFB 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Awards are supported by an endowment with the 
Michigan 4-H Foundation, established by Michigan Farm Bureau in 2006. County Farm 
Bureaus and individuals were asked to build the endowment and Michigan Farm Bureau 
matched gifts received from county Farm Bureaus up to $50,000, resulting in a $100,000 
endowment. The awards have been given since 2008.

Learn more about the award and the award winners online at: https://mi4hfdtn.org/ 
4-h-emerald-awards/michigan-farm-bureau-4-h-excellence-in-agriculture-award.

MSU Extension celebrated 24 volunteers who gave 50 or more 
years of service to Michigan 4-H. In recognition of their service, 
50-year volunteers received a custom cutting board as a gift of 
appreciation from MSU Extension leadership.

As individuals and organizations across the country 
celebrated National Volunteer Week April 17-23, MSU 
Extension celebrated 24 volunteers who gave 50 or more 

years of service to Michigan 4-H.
“Volunteers are an essential part of many MSU Extension 

programs,” said Quentin Tyler, director for MSU Extension. “We 
appreciate each and every one of those volunteers, but these 24 
volunteers in particular have truly gone above and beyond. For 
a half century, they have given their time and talent to 4-H youth 
in their communities.”

Michigan 4-H is the flagship youth development program of 
MSU Extension. Annually, Michigan 4-H provides approximately 
200,000 young people ages five to 19 with experiential learning 
opportunities that help develop critical life skills. These experiences 
are offered through numerous delivery models and countless 
program areas, thanks in large part to the generous support of 
more than 13,000 volunteers. 

4-H volunteers help lead young people and grow their skills in 
many venues, including after-school programs, summer camps, 
short-term special interest groups, year-long clubs, special events, 
fairs, mentoring programs and more. As they provide hands-on guidance and real-
world experience, these volunteers also offer young people another crucially important 
element: a healthy adult role model who helps to grow their confidence and ignite their 
dreams for the future.

“We simply could not operate our 4-H programs without the support of caring 
volunteers,” said Jake DeDecker, state leader for Michigan 4-H Youth Development 
and associate director for MSU Extension’s children and youth programs. “In their 50 
years of service, these 24 people have made an immeasurable impact. They’ve led and 
supported many programs, championed numerous initiatives and changed countless 
lives and for that ongoing commitment and dedication to Michigan 4-H and youth in 
our state, we thank them.” 

In recognition of their service, 50-year volunteers received a gift of appreciation from 
MSU Extension leadership, as well as a personal note of thanks. 

Tribute gifts in honor of any or all of these 4-H volunteers may be made to support 
4-H at: https://mi4hfdtn.org/memorial-tribute-gifts/ or by mailing a donation with the 
gift form on page 7. 

2022 Michigan 4-H  
50-year volunteers

Carole Billig, Lapeer County
John Cregg, Mason County
Virginia Ferris, Ionia County
Jeannette Flynn, Calhoun County
Mike Flynn, Calhoun County
Lester Gerstenberger, Sanilac County
Grant Gettel, Tuscola County
Joan Gould, Lenawee County
Larry Gould, Lenawee County
Raymond Jacobs, Shiawassee County*
Margaret Kingsbury, Muskegon County
Janet Lucius, Tuscola County
Bonnie McCarthy, Cass County
Floreine Mentel, Monroe County
Angelea Michel, Monroe County
Daisy Myers, St. Joseph County
Howard Pennington, Lenawee County
Joanne Richardson, Hillsdale County
Donna Shoup, Mason County
James Shoup, Mason County
Pennie Tomac, Saginaw County
Roxanne Wheeler, Midland County
Beverly Winter, Monroe County
Dennis Winter, Monroe County

*Denotes a posthumous recognition. 

Michigan 4-H volunteers honored for 50 years of service 

mfb 4-H excellence in ag awards
Continued from p. 10
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In the newsIn the news

MSU Extension 4-H staff members receive 
MSU, CANR awards
MSU Extension 4-H staff members have been 
honored for their outstanding service. 
• Elizabeth (Lizz) Duran, Macomb County 

MSU Extension 4-H program coordinator, 
received the 2022 Ruth Jameyson “Above 
and Beyond” Award from MSU.

• Leah LaVanway, Charlevoix County MSU 
Extension 4-H program coordinator, received 
the 2022 MSU College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources (CANR) Staff Service Award. 

• Jodi Schultz, MSU Extension 4-H educator, 
received the 2022 MSU All-University 
Distinguished Academic Staff Award. 

• Brian Wibby, MSU Extension youth educator, 
was named a CANR Global Scholar.

MSU Extension names new 4-H livestock and 
veterinary science educator 
Autumn Converse has been named the MSU 
Extension 4-H livestock and veterinary science 
educator effective June 20. Converse will have 
statewide responsibilities for the 4-H livestock 
and veterinary science programs which includes 
the beef, sheep, swine and goat project areas. 

2022 Michigan 4-H Mark of Excellence 
award winners announced
Every year, counties across Michigan offer 
4-H youth ages 11 and 12 the opportunity to 
participate in Michigan 4-H Mark of Excellence 
essay contest. The essay theme is “Because of 
4-H, I can…” and each county may select two 
essays to be recognized as winners. Overall, 15 
4-H members from 11 counties were honored 
as 2022 Mark of Excellence county winners. 
Read  full story at: https://www.canr.msu.edu//
markofexcellence.

Animal Science Career Quest introduces 
youth to animal science careers
A joint program of Michigan 4-H and the MSU 
Department of Animal Science, Animal Science 
Career Quest was held for the first time March 
18-20, 2022 at Michigan State University. Youth 
ages 12-19 were introduced to the many animal 
science programs available at MSU and where 
those educational efforts could take them post-
graduation. In total, 23 youth and six adults from 
18 different Michigan counties took part in the 
event. Read full story at: https://www.canr.msu.
edu/ANScareerquest.


