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Looking Forward While Looking Back 

Joshua 4:4-9 

In our text, Israel is now on the other side of the Jordan and has entered the 
Promised Land. For Israel this is not a vacation resort but a place of battle. 
Most importantly, it is a place of trust. God’s people know they have to trust 
God in everything. The challenges are bigger in the Promised Land but so 
are the blessings. After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the 
Israelites finally arrive at their future. Joshua, however, challenges them not 
to become completely future focused. He does so by instructing the 
Israelites to build two memorials of twelve stones with the stones in each 
monument representing one of the twelve tribes. Why did Joshua want these 
memorials built? Joshua tells the Israelites: “…that this may be a sign 
among you. When your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those stones 
mean to you?’ then you shall tell them that the waters of the Jordan were 
cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord. When it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. So these stones shall be to the 
people of Israel a memorial forever” (Joshua 4:6-7 ESV). 

First, we must capture our memories before they leave us.  

Second, we must be committed to sharing our memories.  

Third, we must give credit where credit is due.  

Seeing that rock memorial and hearing the story, the people of Israel know 
clearly that they have not crossed the Jordan on their own. Those stones cry 
out, "God did this! By His hand we have forded this river. By His power and 
faithfulness we have accomplished this!" With the lessons of the past in 
hand, we understand more fully what to do and what not to do. With the 
people of the past in our memories, we are ready to live into the people we 
can become. With the tales of sacrifice, courage, wisdom and inspiration 
newly remembered we find a blueprint for the way those same 
characteristics can be lived out in our own lives. 

Discussion Guide 

What are the great events in your life that you should memorialize? What 
encounters with God would you consider writing down for future generations 
to recall as a way of encouraging them to trust God? 

How can you make sure to remember these things God has done for you? 
What are some practical memorials we can make to remind ourselves of the 
great things God has done in our lives? 

What memorials has God given us by which we can remember Him? (1 Cor. 
11:23-26) 


