
 “Although this edition will be effective from after New Year's
until April 30th, “I thought that since its distribution will
start during the Christmas Holidays, that the Holidays most
common symbol be the focus of this editorial - - the
Christmas tree! 

Why do we use a tree to celebrate Christmas and how did
this tradition start?
 
 To answer this, we must turn back the clock many
millennia to ancient Egypt and Rome where the use of
evergreens was used at the beginning of winter. The
Germans can be credited with using candles to illuminate
their evergreen trees, a tradition that has morphed into the
use of electric lights on trees to this very day. 
 
For a little more background on this, we need to travel back
to a time before the advent of Christianity when plants and
trees that remained green all year (hence the term
“evergreen”) had a special meaning for people during the
winter months. Just as people today decorate their homes
and offices with coniferous (cone-bearing) evergreens such
as fir, spruce and pine to celebrate the Holidays, ancient
peoples hung evergreen boughs over their doors and
windows to instead keep away witches, ghosts, illnesses
and evil spirits. 

 The winter solstice, which has the shortest day and longest
night of the year, typically falls on December 21st or
December 22nd. The ancient Egyptians celebrated the
winter solstice thinking that their sun god Ra had become
sick and that he would regain his strength over the ensuing
months. Evergreen boughs and green palm rushes filled
their homes, symbolizing for them the triumph of life over
death and reminding them that the rebirth of green plants
would appear again and that spring and summer would
soon return.  
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Frazer Fur Christmas tree

 The early Romans also celebrated the winter solstice
using evergreen boughs in their homes and temples
with a feast called Saturnalia in honor of the god
Saturn, the god of agriculture. The Romans knew that
once the winter solstice had passed their farms and
orchards would once again be green and fruitful. 

Germany, however, is credited with starting the
Christmas tree tradition as we know it today. In the
16th century, Protestant reformer Martin Luther is
alleged to have been the first to add candles to an
evergreen tree after he was inspired by a star-filled
night on his walk home.

Continued on page 2



The Christmas Tree Comes to
America!

  The German settlers of what is now Pennsylvania
brought this tradition with them to America as early as
1747. As late as the 1840's, however, many American and
European Christians viewed the celebration of Christmas
and the use of Christmas trees as being a symbol of
paganism, often referred to as Yule. Many puritanical
Christians led a charge to ban the Christmas celebration,
with notable puritanical figures such as Plymouth Colony
Governor William Bradford and English general and
statesman Oliver Cromwell allegedly leading such efforts. 

  By the 1890's these bans were met with such resistance
that the puritanical clamp down on Christmas started
coming to an end. Declarations outlawing the December
25th celebration and the use of trees started to one by
one disappear and that Holiday in this country and other
parts of the world, as well as the recognition of the use of
the Christmas tree, has flourished to this day. 

  Christmas trees are now grown in all 50 states in
America. In Florida the most commonly grown Christmas
trees are Sand Pine (Pinus clausa), Southern Red Cedar
(Juniperus silicicola) and Virginia Pine (Pinus
virginiana). Homeowners in central and south Florida
often plant the Norfolk Island Pine (Araucaria
heterophylla) as  Christmas trees, while homeowners in
central and north Florida plant Arizona Cypress
(Cupressus arizonica), Southern Red Cedar and Deodar
Cedar (Cedrus deodara). Native Florida plants often used
for wreaths or boughs include American Holly (Ilex
opaca), Southern Magnolia (M. grandiflora) and Longleaf
Pine (Pinus palustris). 

This Edition of the Arbor Bio is 
Dedicated to Karen Cashon

 Karen passed away on December 3, 2021 after a
courageous 3-month battle with breast cancer.
Karen was the wife of 33 years to TREE, Inc.
President William Moriaty. 

She was a Landscape Architect for the City of
Tampa Parks and Recreation, and was a
member of the American Society of Landscape
Architects. She enjoyed reading, American
muscle cars, folk art, pottery, animals, and
social causes. 

Donations can be made in her honor to T.R.E.E
Inc. 



COMPLETED PROJECTS 

Camp Bayou Nature Preserve and Outdoor Learning Center, Phase 2, Part One Saturday October
16, 2021 and Part Two- Saturday December 4, 2021, Ruskin: The first phase of planting that TREE,

Inc. conducted here was on June 13, 2020. Longleaf Pine (Pinus palustris), Sand Pine (Pinus
clausa), Turkey Oak (Quercus laevis) and other trees indigenous to xeric natural communities
such as those at the Preserve were planted. Part One of a second phase planting occurred on

Saturday October 17, 2021 with 8 volunteers planting more Longleaf Pine and Turkey Oak, as well
as other native plants such as Winged Sumac (Rhus coppalina), and Pignut Hickory (Carya

glabra), all totaling 59 plants.
 

Thanks to a generous $500.00 grant from the Suncoast Chapter Florida Native Plant Society

In addition, the Hillsborough County Conservation and Environmental Lands Management
Department matched the Suncoast Chapter's donation, resulting in a Part Two planting of 71

native xeric plants again with 8 volunteers on Saturday December 4, 2021
 

TREE, Inc. wishes to sincerely thank both the Suncoast Chapter of the Florida Native Plant
Society and the Hillsborough County Conservation and Environmental Lands Management

Department for their generous contributions! 
 

Vice President Bob Scheible plants a 
Beauty Berry Bush

Richard Strickland plants a Longleaf Pine
Sappling



Tree Inc. Tablecloth 

NEWS AND FEATURE STORIES INSIDE:

Pending Projects

Hillsborough Community College Wetland and Stormwater Enhancement

Project Phase II, Plant City

Hillsborough Community College Wetland and Stormwater

Enhancement Project, Phases 2 and 3, Plant City: 

 The first planting of native wetland trees such as Pondcypress (Taxodium ascendens),
Baldcypress (Taxodium distichum) Swamp Gum (Nyssa sylvatica var. biflora) and others, were

planted on the Plant City campus of Hillsborough Community College  on March 7, 2020. In
addition, a massive invasive plant removal was conducted along the Park Road Outfall Creek

that runs through the campus.  
 

 Like Camp Bayou in 2021, this project will have two parts. Part One is a project awarded in the
amount of $1,717.75 from the MetLife Foundation  on December 2, 2021. The participation of

volunteers will be limited to TREE, Inc., HCC and MetLife involving removal of invasive Sword
Fern and the planting of native understory and wetland trees such as Flatwoods Plum (Prunus

umbellata), Dahoon Holly (Ilex cassine), Redbud (Cercis canadensis) and Fringe Tree
(Chionanthus virginicus).

 
 Part One is scheduled for Saturday January 22, 2022 at 10:00 AM.  

 Part Two involves a second grant, this one by Tampa Bay Water  in the amount of $2,000 that
was approved on November 28, 2021. Will went to TBW's Board meeting of December 13, 2021

to officially accept the awarded grant “check” for it. This project will involve the removal of
invasive aquatic plants and the installation of native aquatic plants and the creation and 

 installation of educational signing.
 

 Part Two is scheduled for Saturday February 19, 2022 at 10:00 AM. Many thanks to Pat
DePlasco for bringing this grant opportunity to TREE Inc.'s attention and to Deb Hilbert for her

assistance on this application! 
 

Forrest Bluff Park Native Plant Education and Restorative Effort,

St. Petersburg: On February 27, 2021, 

TREE, Inc. conducted a planting of native understory trees and shrubs such as Persimmon
(Diospyros virginiana), White Stopper (Eugenia axillaris) and Marlberry (Ardisia 

 escallonioides) at Forrest Bluff Park in St. Petersburg. It plans to have another planting of
native understory plants possibly by the end of this late winter. A Tampa Bay Estuary Program  

Mini-Grant in the amount of $4,586.83 was applied for in September 2021 to help for the
funding of this initiative. Many thanks go to TREE, Inc. member Ray Wunderlich for writing

this grant application and Keep Pinellas Beautiful Executive Director Pat DePlasco for
completing the application and submitting on TREE, Inc.'s behalf! 

 
 
 



Ft. DeSoto Park Pine Planting, Tierra Verde: February 5th: 

1,000 Trees for 1,000 Years: 

 It was determined in November 2021 by Keep Pinellas Beautiful Beautification Program
Coordinator Evan Earle that Brooker Creek Preserve did not want to move forward with this

proposal. He also found out that Cherry Lake Tree Farm had already committed their
Baldcypresses for winter 2022, making them unavailable. He did report, however, that some

might be available come July of this year. If so, TREE, Inc. will resume working with the
Hillsborough County Conservation and Environmental Lands Management Department to

conduct a planting at the Lake Dan Nature Preserve (Hillsborough County -  Lake Dan Nature
Preserve) whose waters contribute to the Brooker Creek watershed. 

 Scheduled for Saturday February 5th. 150 7-gallon South Florida Slash Pines and 100 native
maritime hammock trees are to be planted at Ft. DeSoto Park (Pinellas County, Florida, Park &

Conservation  Resources - Fort De Soto Park ). Will and Ray Wunderlich conducted a site
analysis for the project on November 8, 2022. A $4,000 donation from the Pruitt Foundation

will be used to underwrite the event. Will was very excited about this location and the benefits
that such a planting would afford the Park and its barrier island natural community history.

Will also provided Ray and Pinellas County additional recommended native plants for the
event. Will hopes that TREE, Inc. will chip in its own funds for additional 40 3-gallon and 10 15-
gallon South Florida Slash Pines and will propose a vote for it at this meeting. Free admission

into the park will be made available for volunteers with food provided after the planting. 
 

Students From East Lake High's Evergreen Club help us at our Forrest Bluff
Planting!



Tree Inc. Tablecloth 

NEWS AND FEATURE STORIES INSIDE:

Saturday, January 8th, 2022
 at 11:30 AM

Gaspar's Patio Bar and Grille, Temple Terrace 
8448 N. 56th Street 

Temple Terrace, FL. 33617 
 

Bring your favorite mask and beach chair and hear about up exciting plans
and projects. 

 
If you would like a copy of the meeting agenda prior, please email

treeinctampabay@gmail.com

TREE INC. 1ST QUARTERLY MEETING

Make your purchases on Amazon and support TREE Inc!

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible items to T.R.E.E. Inc. when you use it! What
better way to buy gifts and support T.R.E.E. Inc. than using AmazonSmile? 

 
Click here to take advantage of this unique offer!

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/59-2350005


American Basswood  Tree
Details 

 Regional varieties of American Basswood grow
throughout portions of Norther America from
from SE Manitoba east to New Brunswick , west to
NE Oklahoma, eastern Texas and Nebraska and
south to Central Florida. The caroliniana variety
of American Basswood or Linden, is typically
found in mesic hammocks from the Alabama
Georgia borders south to Hillsborough, Polk and
Osceola Counties. 

American Basswood is typically grown from
cuttings as its seeds have a low germination rate.
Both its twigs and 
 leaves contain a mucilaginous sap. Many health
benefits to humans, however, are determined to
come from the American Basswood

The National Champion variety heterophylla of
American Basswood (or White Basswood) is
located in Fayette County, Kentucky. That tree is
102' tall, has a crown spread of 85.5' and a
circumference of 276”. The Florida and National
Champion var. caroliniana of American Basswood
(or Carolina Basswood) is located in Wakulla
County, Florida. That tree is 120' tall, has a crown
spread of 75' and a trunk circumference of 122”.

American Basswood is a very under utilized and
under appreciated native tree for use in the urban
forest in the Tampa Bay region. It makes a very
desirable ornamental shade tree due to the mass
of foliage it produces, yet it can also adapt well to
understory applications in woodland settings. 

Educational Profile 

AMERICAN BASSWOOD/LINDEN(TILIA AMERICANA
VAR. CAROLINIANA) LINNAEUS – 

MALLOW FAMILY (MALVACEAE)

American Basswood, Photo Curtesy of Ohio
Department of Natural Resources



Mature Height: 60' - 120'. 

Bark: Gray to light brown with narrow well-defined
fissures. 

Crowns: Crowns are domed, often with pendulous
branches. 

Leaves: Are deciduous, dark green, alternate, simple,
and ovate to cordate, asymmetrical at base. 4” to 10”
long and broad. Leaves turn yellow-green to yellow
in the fall.. 
 
Flowers: Small, fragrant, yellowish-white, 13/32” to
9/16” in diameter with cymose clusters of 6-20 with a
whitish-green leaf-like bract attached for half of its
length at the base of the cyme. A mildly spicy and
excellent honey is manufactured by bees from the
flowers of this tree. 

Fruit: Is a small, globose, downy, hard and dry
cream-colored nutlet.  

Growth Rate: Moderate to rapid (2' – 5' annually). 

Soil: American Basswood prefers moist soil rich in
humus as well as soils that are slightly alkaline, but,
can also prosper in drier and sandier conditions if
watered well during establishment. 

Sun: Full sun to part shade.  

Drought Tolerance: Moderate. If in full sun, water
thoroughly through droughts during establishment. 

Wildlife Value: The flowers are fragrant and insect-
pollinated. 

Leaves of an American Basswood Tree

OTHER FLORIDA MEMBERS
OF THE MALLOW FAMILY: 

Hibiscus spp

There are numerous varieties of native and non-
native evergreen and deciduous Hibiscus
naturally occurring or cultivated throughout
Florida. 

Kosteletzka depressa- White
Fenrose

Kosteletzkya pentacarpus-
Seashore/Saltmarsh Mallow

This evergreen native shrub grows along coastal
salt marshes throughout Florida and produces
light violet to pink Hibiscus-like blooms through
the summer. 

This non-native evergreen tree with its yellow
flowers and dinner-plate sized heart shaped
leaves is often seen growing in coastal locations
in Lee, Miami Dade and Keys Monroe Counties,
and has become an invasive plant in that area. 

Tilipariti tiliaceum var.
parnambucense- Yellow Mahoe:

This evergreen native shrub with white Hibiscus-
like blooms in summer naturally occurs in
Miami-Dade and inland Monroe Counties. 

Tilipariti tiliaceum var.
tiliaceum- Seaside Mahoe:

This non-native evergreen tree with its
red/orange to yellow flowers and dinner-plate
sized heart shaped leaves is often seen growing in
coastal locations in Hillsborough, St. Lucie, south
to the Keys portion of Monroe County, and has
become an invasive plant in that area.



$2,000.00- Denise and Michael Riebe Foundation, Inc., Lakewood
Ranch, Florida $2,000.00- Tampa Bay Water, Clearwater, Florida 

$1,717.75- MetLife Foundation, New York, New York 
$100.00- David Markwood, St. Petersburg, Florida 

$150.00- Kathy Beck, Tampa, Florida 
$50.00- Hugh Gramling, Plant City, Florida 

$100.00- Harvey and Shana Hunt, Temple Terrace, Florida
$50.00- Laurie Portier-Brown, Tampa, Florida 

$100.00- Richard Bailey Professional Forester, Inc., Plant City, Florida
$50.00- Peg Bors, Sarasota, Florida 

$100.00- Robert Colaninno, Palm Harbor, Florida 
$100.00- Theodora Rainey 

$50.00- James Aultman 
$30.00- Deborah MacArthur, Winter Park, Florida 
$20.00- Lance Grace, P.E., Wesley Chapel, Florida 
$50.00- Dean Landsman, St. Petersburg, Florida 
$50.00- Peter Cruz-Ginorio, Riverview, Florida 

$100.00- Elizabeth Blechschmidt, Rochester, Indiana 
$25.00- take Flight Travel

 
 

Questions? Comments? Send us an e-mail to
treeinctampabay@gmail.com

If you would like to include your organization's events that will occur between
April - June 2022, please e-mail TREE Inc. at treeinctampabay@gmail.com Please

include the type of event, its location, date, time and contact information.
Deadline for submissions is March 15, 2022

Thank you for your generous
Donations!



T.R.E.E. Inc. Board of Directors
President: William Moriaty

Vice President: Bob Scheible
Treasurer: Harvey A. Hunt, P.E.

Secretary: Matt King
Public Relations: Olivia Thompson

Environmental Program Director: Deborah Hilbert, Ph.D.

 
Mable Patterson, Riverview, Florida 

 

Questions? Comments? Send us an e-mail to
treeinctampabay@gmail.com

If you would like to include your organization's events that will occur between
April - June 2021, please e-mail TREE Inc. at treeinctampabay@gmail.com Please

include the type of event, its location, date, time and contact information.
Deadline for submissions is March 15, 2021.

Lifetime Members and Founders
William Moriaty (Founder)
Bob Scheible (Founder)

Greg Van Stavern (Founder)
Greg Howe (Founder)

*Nancy Buckley (Honorary Founder)

Welcome New Memeber!



LIFETIME MEMBERS 

Autumn Eve Anderson
Sheryl Bowman
Cliff Brown
Sydney and Rick Brown
Debbie Butts
*Karen Cashon
Dade City Garden Club
*Alice Earle
Dr. Sylvia Earle
Michelle Elrod 
*Ross J. Ferlita
Harvey A. Hunt, P.E.
Hillsborough Soil and Water Conservation District
Horticultural Alliance, Inc.
Hugh Gramling
Dr. India Imperatore
William Jonson
Keep Pinellas Beautiful
Brightman Logan
Matt King
The Maldonado Macia Family
Revello Medical Centers
Denise & Michael Riebe Foundation, Inc.

Howard and Christina Saytor
Richard Strickland
Olivia Thompson
* Barbara Waddell
Wilcox Nursery and Landscape
Dr. Richard Wunderlin
Devin Sanderson
Brett Youngster
Richard A. Bailey (Honorary)
Kathy Beck (Honorary)
John L. Blechschmidt Jr. (Honorary)
Kathy Caffentzis (Honorary)
Dana Carver (Honorary)
Bob Der (Honorary)
Steve Graham (Honorary)
*Gary L. Henry, R.L.A. (Honorary)
Susana Thompson (Honorary)

*- Deceased

Questions? Comments? Send us an e-mail to
treeinctampabay@gmail.com


