
JUST L IKE  A  ROLL  OF  T ISSUE , the end of this year
will be here before you know it. The year of 2022, will
be … well, it will be new and offer a clean slate.  In
many ways, 2021 has not been as difficult for as
many people as was 2020, but it still presented abun-
dant challenges both for ordinary folks and most
small businesses like Lamar Electric Cooperative.

Your cooperative, thanks to the hard work and
dedication of its employees and the forward-think-
ing leadership of the board of directors, is meeting
the challenges of this unusual business climate.
The February 14 storm is still in the minds of many.
The future price for wholesale electricity will cer-
tainly be higher for everyone in Texas due to
increased winterization plans being implemented
at electric generating plants as well as natural gas
facilities.  This expected increase will likely pale
compared to the $5 Billion dollar increase in ERCOT
power for that one week in February.

The good news is that Lamar Electric had all our
wholesale power costs locked in under contract
with a third party and have not and will
not be absorbing any of that $5 Billion.
This contract was executed in 2019 and
locked wholesale power costs for 2020,
2021 & 2022.   Lamar electric members paid
exactly the same price for electricity in
February as January and March.  Various
electric utilities, including some electric
cooperatives short paid their February
ERCOT wholesale power bill by almost $3
Billion.  It now appears ERCOT will now
finance most of that $3 Billion using secu-
ritized bonds and the utilities that owe the
money will repay ERCOT for the bonds
plus interest.  This will mean many electric
customers will be paying an “Up Lift”
charge for the next 20-30 years.  Lamar
Electric members will not have to pay any
of this  $3 Billion.  

Unfortunately, all wholesale power is
sure to go up, but many other electric customers
will be stuck with Up Lift charges in addition to the
expected increase for winterization.  Thanks to the
vision of your board of directors, Lamar Electric
members will not be paying any of the $3 Billion Up
Lift charges.  Lamar Electric has all wholesale
power costs locked in through 2022.  Requests for
proposals for 2023 & 2024 electric power needs will

be sent in the first quarter of 2022 and we will know
more about what winterization will cost Lamar
Electric members when those proposals have been
received. 

Wholesale power is only part of the planning that
must be done to keep the lights on.  There seems to
be a shortage of almost everything, which includes
materials and transformers that are necessary to
deliver power.  In addition to shortages, the prices
have escalated dramatically.  Lamar Electric has
taken steps to ensure the basic materials will be on
hand when needed. 

In addition, Lamar Electric continues to upgrade
power lines to make sure there is good voltage all
the way to the end of the line.  Electricity is one of
the very few items everyone expects to use as much
as they want, any time they want it. Power is
expected to be there when you turn on a switch, but
that takes planning.  Folks add big-screen TVs,
microwaves, air fryers and all sorts of electric gadg-
ets, but you never hear of someone contacting their

electric cooperative to give their projected needs for
electricity. 

Recently, an additional 7,000 electric poles were
inspected and re-treated.  Re-treating will extend the
life of each pole.  This inspection helped spot 400
poles that will need to either be replaced or have
other repairs done.  This does not mean strong winds
and trees will not break poles, but it will make the
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5225 US Hwy. 82 e., Blossom 75416
P.o. Box 68, Blossom, tX 75416
phone (903) 784-4303
web lamarelectric.coop

General Manager and Ceo
Jerry D. Williams
board of Directors
George M. Wood, President, Blossom
Lyle Yoder, Vice President, Pattonville
Mike Williams, Secretary-treasurer,

Detroit
Matthew Albus, Roxton
Allen Branch, Sumner
James D. Floyd, Annona
Jeremy D. Hamil, Sumner
Harry R. Moore, clarksville
Ron E. Tippit, clarksville

MeMber benefits
• level billing
• Automated meter reading
• Free bank draft service
• e-Bill
• Visa and mastercard accepted
• Prepaid  metering

te x as Co - op power
lamar electric provides Texas Co-op 
Power and texascoopPower.com to 
give you information about events, 
safety, special programs and other
activities of your cooperative. if you 
have any comments or suggestions, 
please contact the co-op office.

Visit Us online
lamarelectric.coop

Contact Us
For information and to report 
outages, please call us.
(903)  784-4303

entire system more resistant to future weather events. This summer, over
700 miles of brush in the right-of-way was sprayed to keep the brush from
growing into trees.   It is more efficient and economical to remove brush
with men walking with back pack sprayers, while the brush is still small.

It takes a lot of planning and effort to keep the lights on but we are your
neighbors and we can handle it.   You see, the cooperative exists solely to
fulfill one mission: to provide you the best possible electric service at the
lowest possible cost, consistent with good business judgement and plan-
ning. That’s what all of us who work here—from the front desk to the tree
trimmer, from engineering to accounting and everywhere in between—
dedicate ourselves to, year in and year out. 

As the new year nears, I’d like to take this time to thank all of the
employees at Lamar Electric. I’ve never seen a more dedicated group of
people. All of them come to work each day with service to the co-op’s
members on their minds and the safety of themselves and their fellow
workers foremost. And I’d like to thank the members of the co-op’s board
of directors who have taken on the responsibility of running a multimil-
lion-dollar utility. It takes a real commitment to keep up with the latest
standards of this complex and fast-changing industry while making deci-
sions that affect thousands of their fellow members. I’d especially like to
thank you, our member/owners, who make all of our jobs possible. Thank
you for your support and understanding when things don’t go right; thank
you for paying your bills on time, which keeps the cooperative financially
strong; thank you for sharing your suggestions, compliments and com-
plaints—they all help us do a better job for you. Without you, there would
be no cooperative. As we say goodbye to 2021 and look ahead to 2022, let
us hope it will be a banner year, for all of us. D
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MERRY CHRISTMAS
The board of directors and employees of Lamar Electric 

wish you and your family a Merry Christmas and prosperous New Year.
Our office will be closed December 23–24 and January 3 for the holidays.

LamarEC2112_  11/11/21  2:57 PM  Page 19



“The Government-In-Action Youth Tour is a once-in-a-lifetime
experience. It makes the history books come alive.  Getting to ex-
perience firsthand things like the White House, National Mall,
and the Library of Congress, truly made me appreciate our coun-
try and the opportunity it affords to us all.  I met some amazing
people from all over our great state and nation on the tour in 2016
and remain friends with many of them to this day.  I can't thank
Lamar Electric enough for the experience of Youth Tour and en-
courage all eligible students to apply.  You will learn valuable
leadership skills and have the time of your life doing so each and
every day of the Tour!”

—Cameron Edwards, 2016 Youth Tour Alumnus 
and City of Paris Firefighter
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Each year, Lamar Electric Cooperative selects exemplary high school students to
attend the Government-in-Action Youth Tour, an all-expenses-paid 10-day trip to
Austin & Washington, D.C., where participants tour the U.S. Capitol, meet members
of Congress, and visit many historical sites, monuments, and museums.  However,
this year, the top two winners will be provided with a choice – attend Youth Tour or
receive a $1,000 scholarship!  The scholarship may be used for expenses related to
post-high school studies including college, community college, trade schools and/or
technical training.  

Youth Tour Application 
Process Now Open

2019 Youth Tour winners Damon Hall and Jaymee Blount
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Who Is Eligible?
10th, 11th, and 12th grade students who
live full-time in a residence served by
Lamar EC or attend one of the three high
schools served by Lamar Electric which
are: Prairiland, Detroit, or Faith Christian.
Home-schooled students served by
Lamar Electric are also eligible.

How to Apply
Go to https:/lamarelectric.coop/youth
and complete the 2022 Youth Tour Appli-
cation Process which includes:
1)Online application 
2) 1–2-minute self-interview video*

that includes a personal introduction
and your future plans after high school) 
3)Written essay** on this year’s essay

topic: “What are the Future Sources of
Electricity in the United States?”

For questions or further assistance,
please contact Andrea Williams McCoy
at: youthtour@lamarelectric.coop or 
903-783-4949.

Deadline
The application, video, and essay must
be received no later than 5pm on Janu-
ary 31, 2022.  Submissions must include
all 3 elements.  Incomplete submissions
will not be considered.  Selections will 
be announced no later than February 15,
2022. D

*Video specifications: (mP4, moV, or AVi
video formats preferred; most common
video applications on Android/ iPhones)

**Essay specifications: (2 page minimum,
double-spaced, 12-pt. font, 1 in. margins)
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T H E  H O L I DAY  S E AS O N  is already upon us, and Santa and his elves have
been especially busy gearing up for their biggest night of the year. 

Santa has no choice but to run an efficient workshop—how else could
he make all those toys in time for Christmas Eve? Rumor has it that one
way St. Nick ensures a productive workspace is through energy-saving
measures. 

We’ve got the inside scoop on four ways the man in red saves power in
the most efficient workshop in the world.

Santa leaves his decorations up year-round, but even so, by using LED
holiday light strands, he prevents his energy bills from taking a big hit.
LED holiday lights use up to 90% less power than their traditional incan-
descent counterparts, can survive up to 40 seasons without burning out
and are safer since they don’t get hot. Those are all good reasons LEDs are
a great option for any festive home. 

Santa requires an array of power tools to make a year’s worth of new
toys. That’s why he insists on using cordless power tools that earn the
Energy Star seal of approval. The Environmental Protection Agency finds
that if all power tools in the U.S. used Energy Star-rated battery chargers, 2
billion kilowatt-hours of electricity could be saved. That’s equivalent to
reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 1.7 million tons! 

Mrs. Claus loves to keep warm by the fire in the evenings, and Santa
knows one of the best tricks to ensure fireplace efficiency. While a
fireplace can keep a small area of your home cozy and warm, it can also do
the opposite, pulling heated air from the room up through the chimney.
That’s why Santa always closes the flue when a fire isn’t burning. 

Santa also saves energy by using power strips, which are ideal for work-
shops, craft nooks, game rooms and other spaces in your home. With one
simple switch, you can control several devices and electronics that plug
into the power strip. 

This holiday season, let’s take a page from Santa’s book and remember
to save energy when possible. With these four tips, you’ll be well on your
way to savings (and hopefully Santa’s “nice” list!). D

4 Ways Santa Saves

LAMAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE 
2022 YOUTH TOUR
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