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Home Slice
It’s Almost Tour Time Again!
December 10th & 11th

The holidays are right around the corner, and that means it’s 
time once again for the Virginia-Highland Tour of Homes!   
This year’s Tour dates are Saturday, December 10, from 10am 
to 4pm, and Sunday, December 11, from noon to 4pm. Ticket 
prices are $25 in advance (available early November on our 
web site at http://vahitourofhomes.org/tickets/ and $30 the 
weekend of the tour. Tickets may also be purchased at the  
following locations: Intown Ace Hardware, Aurora Coffee,  
San Francisco Coffee Roasting Company, and at the weekend 
ticket location (still TBD – check the web site for the exact  
location). As with past years, all proceeds directly benefit  
community projects sponsored by the VHCA, such as the  
Virginia-Highland Island renovation, the new park at 
N. Highland and St. Charles, safety initiatives, and local grants.

VOICE
The Virginia-Highland

by: Charlie Lefort and Cindy Kaufman

Volunteers Needed
If you would like to help spread the holiday cheer while 
supporting the neighborhood at the same time, come be a 
volunteer for the Tour!  Volunteers are still needed, and you 
will receive two tickets for the Tour, to use any time during 
the weekend!  For more information or to sign up, please  
visit http://vahitourofhomes.org/volunteer/.

Restaurant Tastings
As has become the Tour’s custom, seven of Virginia- 
Highland’s best restaurants will offer in-home tastings both 
Tour days from noon – 4pm.  Look forward to fantastic fare 
from neighborhood favorites like Goin’ Coastal, La Tavola, 
El Taco, Atkins Park, DBA BBQ, and newcomers Genki Sushi 
and HD1.

The Voice is going electronic! We’ll still print special editions of The Voice, but regular 

editions will be electronic. You’ll get more frequent updates with more timely information, including  

updates from the most recent Civic Association meetings and public safety information.  

Don’t miss out; get The Voice in your email inbox. 

Sign up at www.vahi.org (right above the calendar)



Here are brief descriptions and photos of the homes on this year’s Tour:

3. 825 Virginia Circle
This adorable bungalow was featured in an issue 
of Southern Living Magazine earlier this year, and 
when you see the kitchen, you’ll know why. As an 
ode to the original kitchen, the homeowners have 
transformed it into their spacious, functional, tasteful 
laundry room.

1. 1173 St. Louis Place
This home is one of the most charming on this year’s Tour, 
largely due to the homeowner being the interior designer as 
well. The beautifully landscaped exterior gives way to the 
calm and soothing interior with a sophisticated palette.

2. 820 Ponce de Leon Place
This neighborhood standout is a shining example 
of the Modern International Architectural Style. 
This LEED certified sustainable home is a must-
see for this year’s Tour!

4. 950 Virginia Avenue
This bungalow style home is entirely new construction, 
with custom accents throughout. The “bachelor pad” is 
ideal for entertaining indoors and out. Don’t miss out on 
this one.



7. 630 Virginia Avenue
Come see the arts and crafts treasure that you watched being 
built on this empty lot in 2010. From the wine cellar in the 
basement to the spacious kitchen and keeping room, you’ll be 
impressed that no detail was overlooked.
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5. 946 Virginia Avenue
This quintessential bungalow was renovated with the focus 
on the kitchen, as the homeowner wanted a space that could 
accommodate a family cooking together. This sweet home is 
warm and inviting, and you may just want to linger.

6. 901 Virginia Avenue
This delightful arts and crafts style home has undergone 
extensive renovations, which include such unique features 
as a custom music room and 2-level koi pond.

8. 882 Glen Arden
You’d hardly recognize this bungalow after the recent extensive 
renovation. A new second story boasts a stunning master’s suite. 
The kitchen opens into the family room and a new back deck 
making this “old” house now a perfect home for entertaining.  
The details are new and current while reflecting the original 
charm of a historic Virginia-Highland home.

For more information about the Tour, please visit our web site at http://vahitourofhomes.org/.



Officer’s Corner
by Jack White
President, Virginia-Highland Civic Association
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Lola Carlisle and I were trying to identify the central chal-
lenges that the new VHCA Board faces, and it didn’t take 
us long to get to the subject of the absence of institutional 
memory.  It was a fairly obvious point, at least when we 
realized – for perhaps the dozenth time – how many of the 
experiences and working assumptions of the board and 
its committees are transmitted only in stories and anec-
dotes. Some of the stories are well-known (in their circles, 
if not in the neighborhood) and many more aren’t, but very 
few of them are recorded in writing.  It’s a common phe-
nomenon in non-profit and volunteer institutions, and it’s 
problematic in a lot of ways. Information that is passed on 
orally is a lot less accessible to new board members and the 
larger community, which makes the learning curve for new 
participants a lot steeper and requires a lot of repetition 
and retelling, all of which makes folding new participants 
into committees more difficult. A corollary of the frequent 
retelling is a loss of accuracy, particularly as the stories are 
being repeated by those other than the actual participants.  

I thought of this topic when I read Lola Carlisle and Karri 
Hobson-Pape’s new book on the history of VaHi 
(disclosure: I helped edit the book), especially Chapter 
Four, which begins with the integration of schools in 
Atlanta (public schools, that is) and is quickly followed 
by the Georgia Highway Department’s attempt to build 
the infamous I-485 straight through the Old Fourth Ward, 
VaHi, and Morningside. Many of those who led the fight 
against the highway are still around, some with documen-
tation and photographs, but it wasn’t easy to sort out the 
many different versions of sequences of events and conse-
quences that were provided to the authors. (The highway, 
of course, never got built – that much is clear. But interest-

ingly, had the Highway Dept. not tried to ram it through, 
the neighborhood we know today wouldn’t be remotely as 
interesting or as lively as it is. But that’s just my perspec-
tive, and anyway it’s a story for another time.)  I’m not 
talking here about the variable nature of history  
itself – there is no one version, and all interpretation re-
flects perspective – but about how hard it is for communi-
ties to absorb and remember the lessons of the battles that 
those who went before them learned.  

Sometimes the focus is on those battles rather than their 
context; there’s also the reality that volunteers have other 
professional and personal lives and are often so consumed 
by trying to meet minimal community responsibilities that 
there’s little time for subsequent reflection. And when the 
outcomes aren’t favorable – and they often aren’t – it’s easy 
to walk away in frustration. 

One way we try to address these challenges in VHCA is by 
having functioning committees, ideally with a mix of both 
experienced and new members. While in terms of continu-
ity that approach provides the best outcomes, it’s frankly 
often less efficient and more work than just having one or 
two people organize things by themselves. The problem 
obviously is that when (not if) those folks burn out or just 
move on, we get to reinvent the wheel, which can be a 
rather slow process. 

We’ll see how we do with this challenge this year. It’s not 
easy – it requires effort, persistence, and patience.  And 
new members. Please step forward and volunteer; you can 
usually start slowly and figure out if you enjoy the work.  
If you do, you’ll be on the Board in no time. We need you, 
and we’d love to see you. 
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The Virginia-Highland Voice:  Published quarterly, by and for the residents of Virginia-Highland. We welcome your 
feedback on The Virginia-Highland Voice. Please send your comments to editor@vahi.org.

Virginia-Highland Civic Association   2011-2012 Board of Directors/Officers
Jack White - President
996 Drewry Street
Atlanta, GA 30306
404-454-6892
ctbold@gmail.com

Lola Carlisle – Vice-President 
Committee: Planning, Preservation  
& History
1030 N. Virginia Ave.
Atlanta, GA 30306
678-296-0652
lola@tailfin.com

Nicole Foerschler Horn –  
Secretary 
Committee: Planning
892 Rosedale Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30306
404-312-3999
nfoerschler@jmhconsulting.com

Frazier Dworet – Treasurer 
953 Highland  View
Atlanta, GA 30306
404-964-3751
frazier953@mindspring.com 

Rob Glancy – Committee: 
Parks
919 north highland ave ne
Atlanta, ga 30306
404-661-8719
arglancy@ratecapital.com

Brian Gross – Committee: 
Communications
1015 Adair Ave. NE
Atlanta, GA 30306
404-939-3303
brian@fbacvahi.com

Pamela Papner – Committee: 
Fundraising, 
New Highland Park, Summerfest
854 Highland Terrace
Atlanta, GA  30306
ppapner@earthlink.net
404-797-7061

John Wolfinger  - Committee:  
Public Safety
1054 Vance Avenue, N.E.

Atlanta, GA 30306
404-876-5023 
jjonww2@earthlink.net

Peggy Berg – Committee: 
Traffic/Transportation & Sidewalks
1111 Rosedale dr ne 
Atlanta, GA 30306
404-512-9142 
pegberg1111@gmail.com

Genny Ferrero – Committee: Planning,  
Communications
1122 Stillwood Drive, NE
Atlanta, GA  30306
678-900-6258
genny.ferrero@gmail.com

Lauren Wilkes Fralick  
Committee: Fundraising, 
Atlanta Major Developments, Parks
Lauren Wilkes Fralick
945 Highland View
404-520-2254
lauren.fralick@gmail.com

Fundraising: 
Pamela Papner: ppapner@earthlink.net   
404-797-7061
David Wolfson: ndc.wolfson@gmail.com
404-578-0348
Lauren Wilkes Fralick: lauren.fralick@gmail.com 
404-520-2254

Fundraising - Tour of Homes: 
Charlie LeFort:
charlielefort@greenwaymedical.com
770-853-7409 (off committee after 2011)
Ann Guy: aguy@verabradley.com 
404-895-9807 (off committee after 2011)
Cindy Kaufman: cbkaufman@comcast.net  
(off committee after 2011)
Mandi Robertson: mandi.robertson@gmail.com 
404-644-4457- (off committee after 2011)
Eleanor Barrineau: ebarrineau@aol.com 
404-444-6834
Lauren Wilkes fralick: lauren.fralick@gmail.com 
404-520-2254

Fundraising - Summerfest: 
Pamela Papner:
ppapner@earthlink.net 
404-797-7061- (off committee after 2012)

Ann Guy: aguy@verabradley.com 
404-895-9807
(off committee after 2012)

Kris White (+ friend): Parade chairs
Arturo Cruz-Tucker: Kidsfest chair 
825 Highland Lane NE Unit 1103
404-433-8502
Paige Hewell: Kidsfest co-chair 
916 Virginia Circle - 404-593-4986

Parks: John Howell Park, 
Orme Park, Va-Hi Island and 
Streetscape, New Highland Park: 
Rob Glancy: arglancy@ratecapital.com 
404-661-8719
Lauren Wilkes: laurenewilkes@gmail.com 
404-520-2254 
Parks - New Highland Park: 
Pamela Papner: ppapner@earthlink.net 
Cell: 404-797-7061
David Wolfson: ndc.wolfson@gmail.com
404-578 0348

Communications: 
Community Newsletter (The Voice): 
Brent Schnee
Editor: brknpoet@hotmail.com
770-713-7825
Preeti Ayyangar 
Designer: preeti@spungedesign.com 
678-575-9871
Chritopher Fling
Business Manager: cfling@christopherfling.com
404-444-8446
Community Emails/Website: 
Brian Gross: brian@fbacvahi.com
404-939-3303

Memberships/Subscribe For Emails: 
Brian Gross: brian@fbacvahi.com
404-939-3303

Safety: 
John Wolfinger: jjonww2@earthlink.net  
404-876-5023
Eleanor Barrineau  
Street Captain Coordinator: 
ebarrineau@aol.com  404-444-6834

Safety -Traffic /Transportation 
& Sidewalks: 
Peggy Berg: pegberg1111@gmail.com 
404-512-9142
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Jack White – President
I have lived in Virginia-Highland and worked for environ-
mental non-profits for over 30 years. My kids graduated 
from Grady High School, and I refereed and coached soc-
cer locally for two decades, much of the time in Piedmont 
Park.  I believe that while fair processes don’t ensure good 
outcomes, they are strongly correlated.

Lola Carlisle –Vice President
I am a new board member of the Virginia-Highland Civic 
Association and will be serving as Vice-President for 
this term. I have lived in Virginia-Highland since 1993 
with my husband Tom Beisel, and teenage daughter, 
Carli. I own and operate a business, Tailfin Marketing, 
in Virginia-Highland and am also co-author with Karri 
Hobson-Pape of the recently published Images of America 
– Virginia-Highland. I will serve on the Planning and His-
tory Committees.

Frazier Dworet – Treasurer 
My wife, Gloria, and I have lived in the Virginia-High-
land neighborhood for 18 years. I am a native Atlantan 
who became active in the VHCA when it started the work 
on Neighborhood Commercial Zoning about 5 years ago, 
when I asked to be an active member of that Steering 
Committee. I had an interest in city zoning, and I wanted 
to ensure that both residents and commercial property 
owners were equally heard throughout the process. I 
served on the VHCA Planning Committee for 4 years, 
and after being elected to the VHCA Board of Directors 
2 years ago, I also serve as Atlanta Projects Liaison (e.g. 
Atlanta Beltline, Connect Atlanta, etc.). There is a lot 
going on at the City right now that requires neighbor-
hood input, and I would like to help make sure that our 
neighborhood’s voices are heard. 

Nicole Foerschler Horn – Secretary
I am a business owner, community advocate, and mom to two 
amazing children. Along with my husband Jon, I own and 
manage JMH Consulting, Inc., which partners with university 
continuing and executive education departments across the 
country to market, launch, and improve educational experi-
ences. I oversee client relations and strategic planning initia-
tives for universities and am an organizing member of Step Up 
or Step Down: a group formed to preserve accreditation and 
advocate for Atlanta Public Schools. I also serve on the board 
of the Springdale Park PTO and the League of Women Voters 
in DeKalb County. I have called the Virginia Highland neigh-
borhood home for the past 4 years and am excited to have the 
opportunity to serve on this year’s Civic Association board. 

Peggy Berg
I’ve been a neighborhood resident since 1984 and have had a 
consulting business here since 1988. My husband and I raised 
our two sons here and were active with the Morningside, In-
man, and Grady PTAs. Our family business is the Hampton 
Inn at Northlake Mall. I’m enjoying working on my Masters 
in Public Policy at Georgia Tech and am looking forward to 
working with the neighborhood on the VHCA Board.

Brian Gross
I moved to Atlanta in 2009. I have a background in technolo-
gy and communications, and social media and communication 
tools are part of my current technology work. In 2009,  
I began involving myself with FBAC (security patrol), creat-
ing a website, then, after a wave of muggings, expanding the 
patrol into southern Virginia Highland. Before joining the 
Board, I helped plan the VHCA website redesign. I am also a 
Voice contributor.

Genny Ferraro
I am new to the Virginia-Highland neighborhood, having only 
recently relocated to Atlanta from Chicago with my family.  
In Chicago, I was a commercial real estate and finance at-
torney with the law firm of Baker & McKenzie. I also devoted 
time to the Legal Assistance Foundation of Metropolitan Chi-
cago. I am now a stay-at-home mother to my son, Henry.
 
David Wolfson
I recently was elected APNA Vice President, which places me 
on the VHCA Board.  I came to Atlanta on vacation for the 
1996 Olympics and have been in GA since.  I have lived in the 

Board Bios
The Virginia-Highland Civic Association 

Board has seen some changes of late, and 

we have some fresh faces. Old or new, here 

are your representatives in the VHCA:”
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Atkins Park section of VaHi since January of 2010.  My 
undergraduate degree is in Banking and Finance from 
Hofstra University, and I have an MBA from the Universi-
ty of Georgia.  I am a depletion consultant with National 
Distributing Company.  I live with my wife, Nancy, and 
dog, Penny Lane.  I strive to bring safety and quality of 
life for the residents in Virginia-Highlands. 

John Wolfinger
I have lived in the City of Atlanta since 1965 and in VaHi 
since 1976. I became more involved in the community in 
2006 when Conne Ward-Cameron nudged me into run-
ning for a seat on the VaHi board.  After being elected, I 
created the VaHi Safety Team (our neighborhood watch 
system).  This has led to my being a graduate of both the 
Atlanta Citizen’s Police and Fire Academies, becoming a 
CourtWatcher for the Fulton County D.A.’s office, being 
appointed to the D.A.’s multi-jurisdictional burglary task 
force and to the board of Keep Atlanta Beautiful, as well 
as volunteering to be the Public Safety Chair of our NPU 
“F”.  Last year I was extremely honored and humbled by 
receiving the Aaron Gross Award for Community Service 
and the CourtWatcher of the year award for 2010.
 
I am tentatively planning on this being my last year to 
serve on the VaHi board. I would like to give attention to 
my long-neglected house and garden and have some time 
to travel to do other things that retired folks do.  But, first 
we need to find the right person to carry on the Safety 
Team and other public safety initiatives here in VaHi.

Rob Glancy
I have lived at my home on North Highland since 1998 
and have been a committee chair on the VHCA Board 
since 2001 and an elected Board member since 2002.  My 
wife Leigh and I have a 3-year-old son and a second on 
the way, in addition to three dogs and two cats.  Profes-
sionally, I own a RateCapital, a ten-year-old independent 
residential mortgage company and am a Real Estate 
Agent with Buckhead-based Dorsey-Alston Realtors. 

For the 2011-2012 term, I am primarily focusing on de-
veloping some fundraisers to support neighborhood Park 
initiatives, including developing the neighborhood’s first 
10k road race to benefit John Howell Park and restarting 
the John Howell Park Brick program.

Pamela Papner (No response from this member)

The Virginia-Highland Voice
 

Editor: Brent Schnee
Design: Preeti Ayyangar
Business Manager: Christopher Fling 

We welcome your feedback on The Virginia-Highland Voice.  
Please send your comments to editor@vahi.org.

The Voice is going electronic!

Sign up at www.vahi.org (right above the calendar)

VHCA Calendar
  
Monthly Board Meetings  

When:   Second Monday of each month, 7 pm.   

Where:  Public Library on Ponce de Leon Ave. 
 
Planning Committee Meetings 

When:   Last Wednesday of each month 

Where:  Public Library on Ponce de Leon Ave.  

Meeting locations subject to change

Keep up with community news and events on 
www.vahi.org.
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Spotlight on Public Safety

Keep Your Dollars  
at Home!
by: John Wolfinger, 
 
Does where you decide to go for breakfast, lunch, dinner, or 
a snack, where you go to buy a light bulb, a gift, an Oriental 
rug, dog food or which gym you join, also have public safety 
implications – the answer is a definite ”yes”.

Our VaHi community is blessed with a plethora of local busi-
nesses that satisfy a large percentage of your everyday needs 
– either within easy walking distance or a very few minutes 
of drive time from your home.  I am thinking not just of the 
obvious North Highland Avenue commercial spine, but also 
such business streets as Monroe Drive, Ponce de Leon Avenue, 
Amsterdam Walk, Ponce de Leon Place, and Virginia Avenue/
Rosedale Drive districts.

The first thing most folks think of in terms of our local 
business community is that we have one of the city’s most 
incredible and diverse array of restaurants and food pur-
veyors – ranging from Mexican, American, Italian, seafood, 
hamburgers, pitas, ice cream, yogurt, gelato, Oriental, coffee, 
pizza, barbecue, and much more.  It could take you days to 
eat your way along Ponce de Leon Avenue from Bonaventure 
Avenue westward to Ponce de Leon Place alone.  Our enter-
tainment and drinking venues range from MJQ to Amsterdam 
Atlanta Bar, from Limerick Junction to The Warren Club, and 
a lot of varied establishments in between.

We have specialized establishments for medical care, pet care, 
vitamins/supplements, tattoos, self-storage, marketing/adver-
tising, dry cleaning, furniture, gifts, bicycles, Oriental rugs, 
baked goods, real estate services, gasoline, hair care, hard-
ware, bridal gowns, t-shirt printing, hobby and craft supplies, 
fine jewelry, clothing, bed and breakfasts for your guests, legal 
services, and probably a ton of categories I failed to mention.
So what’s the connection to public safety?  All of these busi-
nesses are occupying neighborhood buildings that could very 
well be empty and boarded up if they do not have enough 
support to stay operating and pay the rent.  Empty build-
ings spell trouble – as they become targets for graffiti, ad hoc 
homeless shelters, and accumulating places for trash and litter 
– all things that tend to make our neighborhood less safe, se-
cure, and inviting, as well as affecting our home values. Then, 
these businesses also provide employment income for many  
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of our residents – folks who can walk or bike to work and 
keep some cars off our streets. 

The biggest event of the holiday season is, of course, our 
Home Tour. We as residents have an obligation to gently re-
mind our visitors to completely clean out their vehicles before 
enjoying the tour. We have yet to have a car break-in incident 
during the tour, and we should keep it that way.   There is no 
better way to send bad reports back to the suburbs about this 
neighborhood would be to have someone have their car bro-
ken into while on the tour. We should do our part to ensure 
that everyone in Virginia-Highlands–residents and visitors 
alike–have safe and enjoyable experience.

I am also a realist and know that some needs require us to 
leave VaHi, but we do not have to venture far to get to the 
supermarkets on Ponce de Leon Avenue, the varied stores at 
Ansley Mall, the Edgewood Retail District, Midtown Place, 
Midtown Promenade, Atlantic Station and Little 5 Points.

I’ve lived here long enough to remember that if you wanted to 
go shopping for items you could not find at the Sears store on 
Ponce de Leon Avenue, you had to go downtown, to Lenox 
Square, or to the suburbs.  Now, we have a world of mer-
chandise within a few minutes of here and these stores deserve 
our support to help keep sales taxes in the city and help to 
provide employment for our neighbors.
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RRISA will host an extraordinary benefit concert and internation-
ally-themed reception on Thursday, Nov. 17, at 7 p.m. Proceeds 
from the concert will support RRISA’s humanitarian programs 
serving refugees in Atlanta. 

Rarely performing together, renowned local children’s book 
author Carmen Deedy and multiple Grammy nominee John 
McCutcheon have generously offered their time and celebrity 
to entertain a crowd of up to 250. The Episcopal Church of the 
Epiphany, at 2089 Ponce de Leon Avenue in the East Lake area, 
has offered their venue for the event. John and Carmen will also 
sign books and CDs for concert-goers after the show. 

Many Atlanta-area restaurants have graciously agreed to par-
ticipate in the benefit and are providing a variety of traditional 
ethnic foods from many of the international populations RRISA 
resettles and serves in Atlanta. Wine, beer, and non-alcoholic bev-
erages will also be available at the reception. Tickets are available 
online at  www.rrisa.org and also at Finders Keepers Furnishings 
on 2753 East College Avenue, Decatur, GA, 30030. Tickets are 
$25 in advance and $30 the night of the show.

ABOUT CARMEN
Carmen Deedy has been writing and traveling around the world 
telling stories for more than twenty years. Born in Havana, Cuba, 
she came to the United States as a refugee and, like most immi-
grants, sees the world from multiple perspectives.

ABOUT JOHN 
John McCutcheon has been described as “folk music’s Renais-
sance man.” John is not only a powerful singer-songwriter and a 
master instrumentalist, but also an activist, storyteller, and author 
whose work appeals to all generations. 

ABOUT RRISA
RRISA is a local nonprofit organization that supports survivors 
of war and persecution as they rebuild their lives in Atlanta.  
Resettlement involves a variety of services, including providing 
housing, enrolling children in schools, employment assistance, 
access to medical care and teaching the family English. RRISA 
works together with the Atlanta community to meet the needs of 
the refugee families we serve and engages over 1,500 community 
members as volunteers each year.

Learn more about RRISA at www.rrisa.org

An Evening With Carmen Deedy  
& John Mccutcheon: 

A Concert To Benefit 
RRISA




