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was considering Historic Designation. Virginia-Highland is not 
a Historic District, but these design principles may be helpful. 





Why Preserve?
presence of small neighborhood parks, and the mature landscape identify Virginia-
Highland as an established urban neighborhood. Protection of these features 
facilitates the enjoyment of the area for residents and visitors alike.

.

Standards for Rehabilitation for both interior and exterior improvements (found in 
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History of Virginia-Highland
The Virginia-Highland neighborhood is an accumulation of a number of different 
subdivisions that were built three miles outside the heart of the city of Atlanta 
from 1889 to 1955. The land was used for agricultural and recreational purposes 

until the late 19th century. The first 
documented white settlement of 
the Virginia-Highland area was by 
Revolutionary War veteran, William 
Zachry, who was granted the land 
encompassing most of the present-
day historic district soon after the 
War of 1812 by the United States 
government for his “patriotic 
service.”  The land was part of the 
neutral territory designated by 
feuding Cherokee and Creek 
Indians. In 1821, the Creek Nation 

relinquished land that included the area of Virginia-Highland to the United States 
government. Zachry farmed his property until 1822 when he sold it to Richard 
Copeland Todd from South 
Carolina. Todd built a farm house 
o n w h a t i s c u r r e n t l y 8 1 6 
Greenwood Avenue. The house 
burned in 1910, but an apartment 
building can be found in the same 
location today. The advent of the 
trolley car to Atlanta in 1871 
changed the neighborhood as 
more and more city workers were 
drawn to it as an opportune place 
to live due to its  proximity to 
downtown At lanta and the 
expansion of the line into the suburb in 1889. Virginia-Highland has remained 
intact and still has the appeal that drew residents to it from its beginnings.

The area developed as many typical American suburbs did during the early 20th 
century. It was originally a white, middle-class residential neighborhood with 
initial growth beginning in 1889 when the Fulton County Street Railroad 
Company’s Nine-Mile Circle trolley line cut through the area.  The street car started 
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downtown and traveled along Highland Avenue (now North Highland Avenue), 
Virginia Avenue, North Boulevard (now Monroe Drive), and back to Highland 
Avenue before returning to the city. Before the area was developed, Atlanta 

residents would take the 
trolley to the “country,” as it 
was called, to enjoy the cool 
b r e e z e s a n d r e l a x i n g 
a tmosphere . The o ldes t 
s t r u c t u r e s i n V i r g i n i a -
Highland can be found along 
the trolley line. The impact of 
this line on the area is  evident 
in the community’s street 
pattern. The area employs a 
grid system of streets because 

real estate values at the time were determined by proximity to the streetcar line. A 
grid pattern achieved the shortest distances to the line from individual properties. 
The effects of the trolley on the neighborhood are also felt in the curving 
intersections of Virginia Avenue and Boulevard (now Monroe Drive) and of Virginia 
and Highland Avenues. Space was needed to accommodate the trolleys wide 
turning radii when maneuvering around corners. Later subdivisions in Virginia-
Highland incorporated curvilinear streets and a semi-rural feel as a direct result of 
an increase in automobile usage and ownership.

The majority of development in the neighborhood occurred between 1905 and 
1936. Various real estate companies purchased the land and subdivided the lots 
over a 23-year period. Prominent cotton merchant, Green B. Adair, subdivided his 
property southwest of the intersection of Highland and Virginia Avenues in 1904.  
Adair set up his own residence on a large lot on Rupley Drive. Most of the houses 
in this area are Craftsman-style bungalows and American Foursquares. New 
subdivisions, created along Virginia and Highland Avenues between 1909 and 
1913, contained mainly Craftsman-style bungalows and garden-style apartments. 
The North Boulevard Park  Corporation purchased 64 acres of undeveloped land in 
1914 to be platted and developed. This subdivision, North Boulevard Park, was 
located in the northwest corner of the district and utilized curvilinear streets. 
Houses in this neighborhood are usually Craftsman-style bungalows, American 
Foursquares, English Vernacular Revival-style cottages, and side-gabled cottages. 
The construction of these houses, however, was delayed until after the Park Drive 

History of Virginia-Highland
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History of Virginia-Highland
Bridge was built. World War I hindered development as well and is the reason 
these residences date to the 1920s instead of the 1910s.

The northern and eastern parts of the historic district were platted a few years 
later. Typical of middle-class housing of the 1920s and 1930s in the United States 
at this time, this subdivision is comprised of mostly English Vernacular Revival 
and Colonial Revival homes. It was during this time that smaller subdivisions were 
created that included Virginia Hills and Virginia Highlands (which is  not to be 
confused with the district as a whole). Orme Park is the largest of these 
neighborhoods that was created in the 1920s. It is  located in the northeast portion 
of the district. Houses in this subdivision are large Craftsman-style bungalows and 
English Vernacular cottages. The area also employs curvilinear roadways and 
includes a park, named Orme Park like the subdivision itself, with a small stream 
running through it. This park, however, was not named Orme until a developer 

with The North Boulevard Park Corporation, 
A.J.Orme, gave the area to the neighborhood for 
public use. The park was originally an extension 
of the North Boulevard Park subdivision. The 

southern portion of 
t h e d i s t r i c t 
e n c o m p a s s e s 
mostly multi-family 
h o u s e s w h i c h 
include garden-style 
apa r tment s an d 
duplexes. 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e 
1960s, the area of Virginia-Highland fell into an 
era of decline. This  was not uncommon in other 
intown neighborhoods in Atlanta and other large 
American cities during this time. More and more 
middle-class families were moving to the 
suburbs, resulting in decreasing property values 

and neglect in Virginia-Highland. Many single-family homes were converted into 
multi-family residences. In the 1970s, families began to slowly move back into the 
neighborhood and began  renovating existing structures.  The neighborhood began
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to experience growth again with property  values and home ownership increasing steadily. 
In 1975, the Virginia-Highland Civic 
Association (VHCA) was founded with 
the mission of defeating the proposed 
Interstate 485 that was intended to run 
in a north/south direction through 
many  existing neighborhoods in the city 
like Virginia-Highland. The highway 
was aimed to ease traffic flow in and 
around downtown Atlanta. A massive 
interchange was planned in Virginia-
Highland at Virginia Avenue that would 
have encouraged strip development and 
ruined the community feel of the area. 

Naturally, commercial corridors built up around the district  as it grew over  the years. 
Business establishments, situated at the intersection of Virginia Avenue and North 
Highland Avenue, were present as early  as 1908 with the bulk of development occurring in 
1925. This is the main business node in Virginia-Highland, but other commercial areas can 
be found along other parts of North Highland Avenue including the area near  Atkins Park. 
Historic structures in these areas are mostly  brick, one and two-story,  attached buildings. 
Much like today, historic businesses addressed the needs of residents.  There were 
restaurants, stores, and gas stations to name a  few.  Due to the walkability  of Virginia-
Highland, these areas will continue to develop and adapt to the needs of the people that live 
in  the community  and to visitors alike. Most of these properties, however, are not included 
in the proposed local historic district.

The Virginia-Highland district is a prime 
example of typical subdivision development 
of the early  20th century.  The houses found 
in  the area are characteristic of middle-class 
residences of this era.  Today, the area  is 
densely  populated due in part  to easy  access 
to downtown Atlanta but  also, more 
importantly, because of the community  feel 
and history  of the neighborhood and the 
efforts of property  owners who are 
personally invested in Virginia-Highland.

History of Virginia-Highland

*This information was gathered using information found in the National Register of Historic Places nomination form, and in Linda 
Merrill’s “History of Virginia-Highland.”




















































































































































