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How long will we have to follow the COVID protocols and have closed campuses? 

 

Main Campus: Closed Groups this Week  
The Main Campus had several students test positive for COVID-19, but thankfully contained within only two 
residence halls! All of the students are doing well and on their way to recovery, but out of an abundance of 
caution, the Main Campus will REMAIN in closed groups this week. If there is no further COVID activity, then the 
Main Campus will resume regular class schedules next week (Jan. 25).  
The Center for Autism has resumed a regular schedule this week, since they have had no COVID activity! 
 



Calendar, Visits, Etc. 
Several parents have asked if campuses are “reopened” for visitors, overnight visits, etc. NO. The “regular school 
schedule” that we are referencing is simply “regular school rotational groups,” where students can be in class—
masked—with students from other houses, rather than staying with their housemates for all classes. 

KDS COVID Protocol & Calendar (Closed Campus) Returns 
Because the COVID numbers remain high, and many of our students have been unable to receive the 
vaccine due to their age, KDS remains under COVID protocols: essential visitors only, on-campus visits 
from family members, etc. If your student leaves campus for a visit, the next return date will be 
during/after Spring Break. This is so that we can ensure minimal exposure to COVID and keep students in 
school! (There are some upcoming changes for those who have received the vaccine; see more on that 
below.) 
Weekend & Weekday Visits  
We DO have weekend visit dates on the calendar! Saturday, Feb. 6 is our first weekend visitation date, 
so if you would like to schedule a visit that day—or any weekday!—please contact your Case Manager. 
We will do our best to facilitate visits that work around your schedule, but please do be aware that 
during cold weather months, our indoor space is a little limited. But we are eager and excited to make 
these visits happen for you! 

 

Spring Break 
Many students are asking if Spring Break is still on, and IT IS! We are planning on moving forward with Spring 
Break, and you will receive a Spring Break letter in about 6 weeks with more information.   

Spring Break Dates: 
Pick up Sat., April 3, 10 a.m.-3 p.m, or any weekday before/during Spring Break, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Return Sunday, April 11, 10 a.m.-3 p.m., or Monday, April 12, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Negative PCR Test Required  
Students will be required to have a Negative PCR (or molecular) test prior to return; we will NOT accept 
antigen tests for return upon Spring Break, due to the number of inaccurate results that they produced 
for students returning from Winter (Christmas) Break. (We will re-offer websites for locating PCR testing 
prior to Spring Break.) 
Additionally, if your student has tested positive for COVID within 90 days of returning from Spring Break 
(on or after Jan. 11, 2021), OR if your student has completed 2 doses of the vaccine and met the timeline 
for being considered “immune,” you will NOT need a negative COVID test upon return from Spring 
Break. 
Prom 
Traditionally, KDS holds Prom the Thursday before Spring Break, and invites parents and students from 
Columbia Academy! We are committed to making this special night happen for our students, but Prom 
this year will be CLOSED, and only KDS students ages 16-22, plus essential staff will be attending, and the 
date is still to be determined. We will make sure to post plenty of pictures and to share more details as 
they are finalized. 
Family Day 
Traditionally, KDS holds Family Day the Friday before Spring Break, with in-person parent-teacher 
conferences and workshops. Due to COVID and our closed campuses, we are reworking Family Day into 
virtual parent-teacher conferences, and more information will be provided as the details are finalized. 
There will NOT be an in-person event on the Friday before Spring Break. 



 

Vaccine Information: If your student DID receive the vaccine! 
We have had several questions about the vaccine, and we’d like to share some information with you to date; 
please know this is constantly changing, and we’re working diligently with our Dept. of Health on ensuring that 
we and you are as up-to-date as possible! 

What is the date of the 2nd dose for my child’s vaccine? 
We have been working with the Dept of Health on a date, but they will not be able to commit to a date 
until later in January because of scheduling and access to vaccine supply. We anticipate that students 
will receive the second dose of the vaccine in the first or second week of February, but again, our Dept 
of Health cannot yet commit to a date. Please know that we ARE in discussions with them about this, 
and it WILL happen. We will let you know once the date is set. 
When will my child be considered “immune”? 
The CDC and the FDA Briefing document on the Moderna vaccine have indicated that an individual will 
be considered “immune” from COVID-19 approximately two (2) weeks after receiving the 2nd dose of the 
Moderna vaccine. Since we do NOT yet know the date of the second vaccine, we do not yet have an 
“immunity” date, but we will let you know once that is established.  
**For planning reasons, if your student received the vaccine on either 12/30 or 1/6, please assume s/he 
may not be considered “immune” until as late as Feb. 26. ** 
What will my child be able to do once considered “immune,” and when? 
We are very excited about the additional opportunities that immunity will provide. Once your child is 
considered “immune,” we expect the following: 

• Healthier students! 
• Off campus activities beginning in early March 
• Off campus visits with families (including overnights) at the family’s discretion (NOT on the KDS 

calendar, but open again, and with NO negative COVID-19 test required upon return) 

What if my child contracted COVID AFTER his/her first vaccine? 
If your child contracted COVID AFTER his/her first vaccine, and BEFORE his/her second vaccine, we must 
wait at least 90 days for the next vaccine. This is required by our Dept. of Health. We have not yet 
received guidance on if the student will “start over” (and receive two additional doses after 90 days) or 
if s/he will only need the second vaccine (and receive just one additional dose after 90 days). Our Dept 
of Health is aware of this question, but is also awaiting guidance. We will let you know more once we 
know more.  
Will my child test positive for COVID because s/he received the vaccine?  
No. According to the CDC, there is no deactivated virus in the Moderna vaccine, so a PCR (molecular) 
test will NOT produce a “false positive” result. There is some concern that an antibody test COULD 
produce a “false positive.” As a result, KDS is recommending only PCR testing for all students, and no 
test will be required for students who have completed two rounds of the vaccine and waited two weeks 
to be deemed “immune.” 
Can my student still get COVID-19 even is s/he is vaccinated? What do I do if that 
happens? 
The vaccine is the best defense against COVID-19! However, there is still a slight chance—approximately 
5- 10%--that any individual who is vaccinated could still contract the virus. If that happens, we would 

https://www.fda.gov/media/144434/download
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/facts.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fvaccine-benefits%2Ffacts.html


expect a milder case of COVID-19 for your student, and we would ask you to implement your Emergency 
Pickup Plan. 
Will KDS be offering airport transportation for students who are immune?  
Yes, at some point, we WILL begin offering airport transportation again, for students who are vaccinated 
and deemed “immune”! At this point, though, we cannot commit to a date, as staffing for actual and 
potential COVID needs remains our #1 concern. We cannot, for example, commit to airport 
transportation for Spring Break; we simply do not know if we will be in a staffing position to be able to 
offer that. However, we know that getting your student to and from the airport is important, and we will 
update this as soon as we have more reliable information on a start date. 
Will students (and staff) who are vaccinated still have to wear masks?  
For now, yes. Currently, the CDC is providing guidance that everyone should wear masks, even if they 
are considered “immune,” because of the potential that an immune person could still pass the virus on 
to others. We’re all eager to “unmask” and we will watch this carefully; but we will continue to follow 
CDC guidance. 

Vaccine Information: If your student did NOT receive the vaccine 
Why is there no vaccine for students under age 18? 
The Food & Drug Administration (FDA) has only provided emergency authorization for two vaccines: 

• Moderna: for ages 18 & above 
o Our Health Dept CAN get this vaccine! 

• Pfizer: for ages 16 & above 
o Our Health Dept can NOT get this vaccine! 

We are eager to offer the vaccine to as many students as possible, and we continue to be in contact with 
our Dept of Health, so that if/when the FDA approves a vaccine for younger students, and if/when our 
Dept of Health can get that vaccine, we will offer it at KDS!  
There are also other students—over age 18—who cannot take the vaccine for a variety of reasons. 
What will my student do if s/he cannot get the vaccine? 
Your student will continue to follow the COVID protocols and COVID calendar (attached). That means 
they still enjoy on-campus visits with families, on-campus activities with friends, and a full school day!  
How will KDS make sure that my student does not feel “left out” when others begin 
traveling and/or going off campus?  
We are extremely sensitive to this, and we never want students to feel left out. There is often jealousy 
when a schoolmate gets to do something fun that another may not get to do, even in “normal” times! 
However, we will be working diligently to keep that to a minimum. We anticipate that groups of 
“immune” students may go off-campus for activities while groups of “non-immune” students participate 
in the amazing on-campus activities that they have come to enjoy over the past several months! We will 
watch closely for this, and be sure to “play up” and offer wonderful activities for ALL students. 
What if my student has already had COVID? Why can’t s/he do the same things as the 
students who are vaccinated and considered “immune”? 
The CDC advises that “natural immunity” from having COVID-19 is less uniform than vaccine-induced 
immunity. That means natural immunity could potentially be less effective than vaccine-induced 
immunity. As a result, for KDS purposes, “immunity” refers to vaccine-induced immunity, so that we can 
best protect our students and staff.   

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html


How long will we have to follow the COVID protocols and have closed campuses?  
We wish we knew… we hope and pray for relief from COVID for many reasons. As soon as we can safely 
put away our COVID protocols, we will! In the meantime, though, we know we can offer a warm, 
structured, healthy learning environment for all students, and we are honored to be able to do so! 
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