September, 2021
CALENDAR OF EVENTS:
HAYFEVER: FINAL THREE SHOWS! FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY NIGHT!
BOARD MEETING: September 14th, 6:30 p.m., Volcano Amphitheatre
OUTWARD BOUND: Opens Friday, September 17th—Cobblestone Theatre
See Article Inside This Issue!

FINAL THREE SHOWS!
Don’t Miss This Fun Show!
Friday, Saturday & Sunday!

All patrons must wear masks while inside
the Cobblestone Theatre.
Thank You.

The New Seats Are IN!!!
Many Thanks to Jim Estes, Jeff Fausett, Jim
Caudle and Bob Clark for the installation!

Welcome to the VTC Family! Sterling Auto owners,
Eric & Michelle Foyil who Sponsored HAYFEVER!
Dear Theatre Angels:
Last week during rehearsal of Outward Bound in the Cobblestone Theatre, a couple appeared in the doorway and stayed to watch rehearsal for quite a while. I handed them a program for Hayfever (which happened to
be in a box by the door) turned to the page with the Outward Bound poster on it so they would know what we
were doing, but as rehearsal was in full swing, I didn’t get a chance to speak to them.
After a bit, the man came up the isle and dropped something on an empty chair and they left the theatre.
Very curious what this might be, Director Patti Fredericks and I went up to take a peek and found . . . A HUNDRED DOLLAR BILL! (What?????)
Patti quickly ran after them as they were already well on their way down the street. Patti called out,
thanking them for their kindness and asked if they really wanted to donate so much, pointing out that it was a
$100 bill. Both of them said that it WAS their intention, that they had been to our productions in the past and
that THEY LOVED US! (wow!!)
Rehearsal resumed. About 15 minutes later, the man reappears, drops THREE HUNDRED DOLLAR BILLS
and a SILVER DOLLAR on the chair, turns and leaves again! (are you KIDDING me??!) Well, it happened so fast
and we were all so stupidly shocked at this unbelievable generosity, we didn’t even get his name!
So, to our Theatre Angel, if you are a Spotlight subscriber, I hope you are reading this and WE THANK
YOU SO MUCH! You made our night special beyond words and it is the kind of theatre story that is an instant
Volcano Theatre LEGEND!

Cobblestone Theatre has Dramatic Re-Opening
The Volcano Theatre Company invites you to join them on the voyage of a lifetime. The ship
sets sail Friday, September 17th and is Outward Bound.
Sutton Vane's Outward Bound sets the stage for this voyage, as nine travelers, most complete
strangers, begin to board, each so entrenched in their own life, yet none remember why they've
boarded or where they are going, but the secrets they harbor soon begin to unfold.
As the drama begins, the passengers each encounter Scrubby (Steve Cannon), the ship's steward and quintessential professional and are introduced as they make themselves known to one another.
Ann (Laureen Price) and Henry
(Jim Estes) board first. A secretive couple, they keep largely
to themselves, certain that no
one must learn too much about
them, lest their past separates
them. Mr. Prior (James Dove) on
the other hand, is comfortable
sharing details about himself
with whomever might be interested. His state however may be
influenced by his constant companion: a stiff drink of any sort.
Mrs. Cliveden-Banks (Arleen
Kingston) is also too willing to
share who she is, certain that
her impressive pedigree will earn her all the attention and entitlements she believes she should be
privy to. Reverend Duke (Theresa Hawk), a small-town Priest who loves her work within the impoverished Parish she serves, just needs a break. A good strong drink with Mr. Prior, a cigarette long denied, and she is sure the get-away will be just what she needs to refresh her soul. Mrs. Midget
(Roxanne Fausett) too just needs a break; in fact, a “proper holiday”, if she's remembering correctly.
Before too long, the booming voice of Mr. Lingley (Geoff Charles) draws the attention of all to himself, as he has done most of his life. Hiding his own insecurities behind making himself into a corporation who, not unlike Mrs. Cliveden-Banks, believes himself entitled to have his every whim and need
met. And, finally, we meet the Reverend Thomson (Margaret Lewis), who begins helping each passenger sort through their secrets, their hopes and their destination.
Born in England in 1888, playwright Sutton Vane begin his career as an actor but fate intervened and ultimately sent him down a different path serving in the British army during the First
World War. After contracting malaria and suffering from shell-shock, Sutton was discharged, but
never fully recovered from the emotional scars that remained. He did return to the war zone, albeit
as a civilian, to entertain troops so near the front that blasting could be heard during his performances.

continued next page . . .

OUTWARD BOUND, continues . . .
As Wikipedia claims: “none of this would have been terribly important, but for the seriousness which the experience - of living on what felt like the edge of eternity - imparted to the young
actor.” After the war, Vane began to write. His first two projects were without fanfare, but then
he wrote something so shocking for its time that no producer dared to attach his name to the project . . . and that project was Outward Bound, which Vane ultimately self-produced. The subject
matter, which touched all of England still mourning the losses of war, was an instant success and
Outward Bound became the hit of the 1923 theater season, ultimately running with great success
on Broadway where “critics were taken with the play's mix of serious drama and fantasy, interspersed with moments of comedy”, again, according to Wikipedia. In 1930 the play became a Hollywood film sensation staring Leslie Howard and in 1944 it was re-made (and re-named) as Between
Two Worlds staring John Garfield and Sydney Greenstreet, to name just two of the outstanding
ensemble cast.
For Volcano Theatre's production, sponsored by ACE Hardware of Jackson and Plymouth,
veteran director Patti Fredericks captains an eclectic group of new faces and old favorites. In addition to the cast mentioned above, her crew includes: Margaret Lewis, as Assistant Director, costumers Kathleen Rich and Alison Galloway, set builder Chuck Hagyard, prop construction by Tom
Herlihy and co-producers Paul Lewis and Karen Rovane. The production is currently in need of house
manager(s) as well as a light/sound operator once productions begin. Interested? Email us at volcanotheatre@volcano.net.
Outward Bound opens in the newly remodeled Cobblestone Theatre on Friday, September
17th and will run Friday and Saturday evenings at 8 p.m. Through October 16th with Sunday matinees at 2 p.m. September 19th and 26th and October 3rd and 10th. Tickets are available on line at
www.volcanotheatre.net. It is not uncommon for Cobblestone shows to sell out quickly so please
don't delay in reserving your seats. Due to the intimate nature of the venue and limited seating, and
in consideration of the health and safety of our community, all patrons will be required to wear a
face covering while inside the theatre.
Outward Bound is a thought-provoking work you won't want to miss. It is bound to create
much discussion about its meaning, message and characters. The cast and crew look forward to sailing way with you on this inspirational journey.

