
      
 
 

La Conexión Mexicana 
Escapees RV Club - Chapter 8 

APRIL 2022 

Escapees experiencing Mexico, its scenery, 
traditions, food, culture and folklore via RV travel 
while giving back through hands-on charity work and 

donations. 

A Few of the Many Highlights of the 2022 Rally 
Thank you to Shari Nova and Gary Hatt for a 

wonderful, successful 2022 rally. We all had new 
experiences, made new friends and hopefully 
added some joy to a few Mexican people. 

 
Who could resist the goodies at the bakery 

when we walked across the border to Tecate, 
Mexico during the pre-rally? 

  
Once we arrived at the zoo, we all got our 

rally jackets. Connie Farley shows off hers. 

  
After a group photo, we were treated to a 

delightful Mexican meal. 

 
 

Some of us got to feed the animals. Joyce and 
Larry Space are feeding the lemurs. 

 
 
 

Steve and Laurie 
Holmstrom feed a hippo. 

 

 
 
Dory Johnson feeds a tiger. 
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It was enlightening to learn about the ways 

they give the animals enrichment activities. 

 
And then it was on to La Jolla Beach Camp 

where we painted the Women and Children’s 
Shelter, Casa Esperanza, The House of Hope. 

 
 

A new 
refrigerator 
replaced an 
ailing one. 
Money was also 
given to help 
fund additional 
needs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition to the work, interacting with 
resident children was an added pleasure. Older 
children relished being pushed on the swings. 

 
 

 
 

 
The migrant workers were appreciative when 

we took blankets and food to them. 

 
This little girl was happy playing house when 

we took food and blankets to her family. 
Mexican Connection holds an auction to raise 

money for its charity work. The live auction netted 
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$3,320; the silent auction $595; and beverage sales 
$134 for a total of $4,049. One of the big items 
was this bottle of wine which sold for $300. 

Robert shared it at Happy Hour. Gary Hatt does 
the honors. 

 
All too soon the rally was over and we had 

our farewell dinner by La Bufadora with beautiful 

 
views of the Pacific. 

Our Mexican Experience by Sara and Bill Shipp 
After two years of driving all over the US in 

our 18-foot travel trailer, 
we were interested in 
expanding our horizons 
farther south. But like 
many inexperienced 
Americans, we were too 
nervous to venture over the 
border by ourselves. Most 
caravans we looked into 

were too long, too expensive, or both.  
Chapter 8 to the rescue! Their short but sweet 

introductory trip in February 2022 was just right 
for newbies like us. The organizers sent detailed 
lists ahead of time to tell us exactly what we 
needed and how to get them (e.g., insurance, 
FMM card - Forma Migratoria Multiple, a 
migration form so you do not need a Visa and can 
make multiple entries).   

A few days before we drove across the 
border, everyone met at a campground in 
California. We attended workshops where we 
learned about traffic regulations, money exchange, 
and cultural differences. The day before driving 
our rigs into Baja, we all walked to Tecate to get 
our FMM stamped. This was a great idea, since 
walking over the border is a much simpler 
procedure than driving in with an RV. 

When our line of rigs finally headed through 
the checkpoint, we felt comfortable and well-
prepared. We spent the next couple of weeks 
camping in two amazing places, including a zoo 
right next to the wolf and lion dens, and a 
beautiful site right on the beach. 

Chapter 8 is a non-profit, charitable 
organization, so we spent part of the trip helping 
people in the communities where we stayed. Our 
direct interaction with the community was limited 
this year due to Covid, but we painted buildings at 
a women’s shelter, and raised money for the 
shelter and the zoo with an auction. 

By the end of the official trip, we were 
confident enough to drive to the opposite shore 
and stay an extra week. We would definitely be 
okay going to Mexico on our own in the future, 
but more likely, we will join this group again. 
Thank you, Chapter 8!  



                                  La Conexión Mexicana                April 2022     4 

 
 
A Newcomer Experience by Sam Leader 

My wife, Barbara, has been after me for years 
to go to Mexico. I was 
concerned about crime and 
getting food illnesses and 
managed to avoid the trip. 
For the past six years, 
we’ve been RVing around 
the west and Barbara 
wanted to go to Mexico in 

our 32’ Winnebago Aspect. I had even more 
reservations due to bad roads and lack of 
understanding what was needed for travel in 
Mexico. 

We’ve been members of Escapees for several 
years and a friend pointed out the Chapter 8 
Mexican Connection Baja Rally. The trip seemed 
to come with the answers and support we’d need 
for a first Mexican trip. It DID have the support 
and answers. I’ll try to point out what was good 
for us. 

Once we joined Chapter 8, we were able to 
sign up for the 2022 Baja trip. (When this trip 
opens up, you need to jump on the signup; it fills 
very fast.) As we got closer to the trip, we 
received what seemed like mountains of emails to 
read. We read them all and they acquainted us 
with all the basic steps. The key initial steps are 
getting your FMM and Mexican RV insurance. 
Both steps were well explained and allowed us to 
complete what we needed before we left home. 

The trip started with two days in Potrero 
County Park near San Diego. These two days were 
packed with informative meetings and getting to 
know our new traveling companions. On the 
second day we carpooled to Tecate to finalize 
getting our FMM cards and to get some traveling 
cash in Pesos. Traveling with a large amount of 
cash it is not needed. A major bank debit card 
works fine in Mexican banks and ATM machines 
such as BBVA. And your credit card works fine in 
the major grocery stores. 

After all of our prep, we entered Mexico, our 
30-rig group broken into five RV convoys. Within 
our group of five, we all had working CB radios (a 
requirement of CH8) which are very helpful 
staying together, spotting hazards and helping auto 

drivers pass us. As we moved toward Ensenada, 
we had flaggers at all key turns. The flagging team 
is an experienced group that moves out early to 
check the route and mark it. 

At this point I should mention our co-
wagonmasters: Gary Hatt and Shari Nova. This 
pair really provided the core planning and details 
needed for the trip: routes, places to stay, and 
activities. We were fortunate to have such 
dedicated wagonmasters. At camp in Ensenada, 
our wagonmasters made sure that fresh water, 
propane and sanitary dump trucks came twice. 
Some of us even got a nice wash and wax for our 
rigs at great local prices. 

To me, one of the attractions of CH8 is their 
desire to be good neighbors to Mexico and provide 
aid where we can for local organizations. The time 
we spent at the Zoologico Parque in Guadalupe 
Valley resulted in a new X-ray machine for their 
large animals. At our time in Ensenada, we 
painted the exterior of several buildings at Casa 
Esperanza woman’s and children’s shelter. 

At both those stops we had time for fun, wine 
tasting and gourmet meals in Guadalupe Valley 
and off-roading, exploring Ensenada and more 
good meals there. The fancy meals were not part 
of the base price of the trip, but we never would 
have found these places without our experienced 
guides. 

For Barbara and me, local shopping was part 
of the fun. We ventured alone into Ensenada to 
Mercado Negro the large fish market. It is 
crowded but felt totally safe. It is a Mexican 
tourist attraction too. We found the Calimax 
supermarkets to be fun for cruising the aisles, 
looking at how and what is sold in Mexico. We 
even ventured into a small fish market near camp 
where the owner urged us to try the sea snails, like 
octopus and very fishy. All of our shopping was 
done with gestures or some English on the part of 
the vendor. Sometimes we had conversations both 
using Google Translate. 

A major feature of the C8 trips are the Add-
On excursions. I urge you to sign up for one. The 
large group breaks into smaller groups and 
experienced hands take on wagonmaster duties. 
We went 300 miles further south to Guerrero 
Negro for gray whale watching!!!  Wow. The 



                                  La Conexión Mexicana                April 2022     5 

 
whales were close enough to touch and we 
repeatedly got sprayed with their spouts. 

This smaller group of eight RVs really 
allowed us to get to know our fellow travelers. 
Barbara and I are pretty experienced RVers but 
found we could learn a lot from the full-timers in 
our team. On one of the narrow roads heading to 
Guerrero Negro, a speeding pickup camper 
swayed into our lane and sheared off the driver 
side mirror. With a few hours of shopping in town, 
using Google Translate, I had the parts we needed 
to do a temporary repair. With the help of Paul 
and Doug, both full timers, we crafted a solution 
in an hour’s time that rivals the original mirror in 
usefulness. 

In addition to being handy with tools, this 
group knew how to have a good pot-luck dinner. It 
was amazing what could come out of an RV 
kitchen. 

I’ve talked about the benefits of the C8 group, 
but I’d be remiss not to mention how beautiful 
Baja was. The deserts in Baja are vast and 
gorgeous and look to be in better health than many 
deserts in the Southwest. Baja is big; we were just 
over a third of the way down. The area near the 
border is dominated by BIG agriculture. I’m sure 
that many of the vegetables there were headed 
north. Seeing this bounty and the stores, we had 
no problems eating and cooking local food. The 
seascapes were always impressive and many were 
marked with miles of Osprey nests on power 
poles. As we did our exploring we were always 
treated in a friendly and welcoming fashion. 

Continuing south to San Ignacio, some of our 
group went on a second whale watching 
expedition. I took the time to get in a nice bicycle 
ride and Barbara and I explored the cute town. 
When we left San Ignacio, our new friends wanted 
to be sure we were comfortable traveling back 
alone. We were now well prepared and had a safe 
hassle-free trip up to San Felipe and home to the 
US through Mexicali. We made it through all the 
various checkpoints (there were quite a number) 
with no problems. The various agencies were 
always polite. Some in our group were inspected 
more thoroughly but no one reported a negative 
experience. 

We learned so much about Mexico and 

traveling there; it’s only a matter of time before 
we return. I heartily recommend this trip as an 
intro to Mexico RVing.  Just the cost of camp-
grounds, some group meals and guidance, this trip 
is a deal. When you add in all the learning and 
new friends, it is more than doubly worth the cost. 
 
Current Board Members 

 
Our current board members were elected at 

the general meeting at La Jolla Beach in Baja 
California, Mexico. Left to right: 
Back Row:  
Lisa Moritz-Nance - Treasurer 
Mark Burchfield - Second Vice President/Co-Asst.  
     Wagonmaster 
Steve Bufty & Donna Patten - Co-Membership 
Bill Johnson – Webmaster 
Connie Farley (in blue) – Historian 
Dori Johnson - Secretary  
Robert Pimental - Second Vice President/Co-Asst.  
      Wagonmaster 
Gary Hatt - First Vice President/Wagonmaster 
 
Front Row: 
Kassandra Dennis – Past President 
Larry & Joyce Space – Co-Newsletter Editors 
Jay Hoult – President 
 
Not Pictured: 
Ron Wroblewski - Assistant Treasurer 
 
Fun Fact  

Did you know that an ostrich has two toes and 
an emu has three toes? If not, then your life has 
been enriched with new information. J 
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Escapade 2022 – Kim Cunningham was 
volunteered (and graciously accepted) to be our 
rep at “The Row” at this year’s Escapade June 19 
– 24 in Lebanon, Tennessee. If you are going to 
Escapade, she would appreciate your help at the 
table and with the reception. Please contact her at 
lakeviewkc@yahoo.com 

 
2023 Rally- Wagonmaster, Gary Hatt and co-
assistant wagonmasters, Mark Burchfield and 
Robert Pimental are hard at work planning the 
2023 rally so stay tuned for details and further 
information. 
 
Mexican Connection Thanks Steve Bufty for 12 
years of service as treasurer. He and his wife, 
Donna Patten, are now membership co-chairs. 
THANK YOU, STEVE – a job well done. Kim 
Cunningham painted the Mexican Connection 
logo on this rock as a gift for Steve.  

 
 
Introducing Some of our Board Members: 
Steve Bufty and Donna Patten, Co-membership  

We believe that Steve Bufty, as treasurer, may 
have been one of the 
longest serving board 
members for 
Mexican Connection. 
In the mid-90’s, 
Steve retired from 
his 32-year career in 
the aerospace 

industry (yes, folks, he really was a rocket 

scientist) and Donna retired from her 24-year 
career in the Air Force. They immediately set out 
on the road to try full-timing. It must have been 
OK because they were on the road full-time for 24 
years before switching to part time with a 
“vacation home” in southern California. 

Over the past 26 years since retirement, they 
have traveled much of North America by 
motorhome from Alaska to Newfoundland and 
deep into Mexico. Their hobbies over the years 
have included scuba diving, sailing, water skiing, 
snow skiing, racquetball, and travel. Their Scuba 
diving activities as well as their overall 
enthusiasm for travel have taken them all around 
the globe from pole to pole, to every continent, 
and to over 80 countries. Their two sons and two 
grandchildren never know where to find them.  

They have been members of the Mexican 
Connection since the late 90s but mostly traveled 
by motorhome with friends each year to various 
destinations throughout much of Mexico. It wasn’t 
until around 2010 when they decided to try 
traveling with the Mexican Connection 
organization that they had belonged to for more 
than a decade, and their reward was that Steve got 
elected as Treasurer of Chapter 8. He dutifully 
held the role as Treasurer for the next 12 years 
until he just retired from that position. And now, 
as a couple, they have taken on the duties as Co-
Membership Chairmen effective this year.  

They are looking forward to another great 
Rally with the Mexican Connection in February of 
2023. 

 
Dory Johnson, Secretary 

I am a fifth-generation Texan and have 
been married to Bill since 1999. We have two 
grown daughters. Twelve years ago, I retired from 

a career in 
insurance. 
We’ve been on 
the road eight 
months a year 
for the past 
five years with 

our two Baja loving pups, Ginger and Lacey. 
Since June 2021 when we sold our home in 
Dallas, we have been new fulltime RVers. We are 

mailto:lakeviewkc@yahoo.com
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leaseholders at the Escapees Co-op Park, 
Evergreen Coho, Chimacum, Washington. We are 
grateful for all we’ve gained as Mexican 
Connection members: dear friends we regularly 
connect with as we travel, the experience of 
putting ourselves in unfamiliar (and sometimes 
uncomfortable) places and situations, a love for 
and connection with the people in Mexico, and 
experiencing miles of stunning beaches in a way 
nobody except an RVer could. I’ve enjoyed 
serving as your secretary the past three years but I 
feel it is time for someone new to take my place 
and bring a new voice to the board in 2023. 

 
Bill Johnson, Webmaster 

I’ve enjoyed working on the website as 
Chapter 8 webmaster the past four years. I will, 
however be glad to turn over the keys to the 
website, Mailchimp, and the Facebook page at the 
end of the rally next year. I spent six years in the 
Air Force learning my lifelong career in the IT 
world, either working on Microwave Radio, Fiber 
Optics, Telecommunications and programming to 
make systems that “can’t talk to each other”, talk 
to each other. My last 20 years was with an oil 
company working to integrate their diverse 
systems and processes which most are stranger 
than your average everyday company. Five years 
ago, I retired happily during a slump in prices and 
the company was happy to pay me to do so. I’m 
now happy to drive to the next place Dory tells me 
to go and not think about technical things 
anymore. 

 
Joyce and Larry Space, Co-Newsletter 
In 2001, Larry and I retired and sold our house 

near Rochester, N.Y. 
We have spent the last 
20 years traveling 
somewhere in the world 
in an RV or enjoying 
our family cottage in 
Vermont. We got our 
first “travel bug” as 
Peace Corps volunteers 

at a teacher training college in Ghana, West Africa 
1967-69. In 2013, we shipped a camper to 
Amsterdam for exploring Europe and later shipped 

it to South America and traveled from Cartagena, 
Columbia to Ushuaia, Argentina where we took an 
18-day cruise to Antarctica. We have traveled in 
Mexico many times, three times with Mexican 
Connection. While I do most of the writing, Larry 
is the “behind-the-scenes” person who proof 
reads, edits, and fixes computer problems. 
 
Foods in Mexico 

At La Jolla Beach Camp about 20 people 
learned how to make molé (sauce) which is

 
usually served on chicken. There are many 
versions so each molé will taste a bit different. 
Sylvia, the cook for the workers at La Jolla Beach 
Camp, shared the recipe her family makes 
whenever they get together. She had already 
boiled a chicken with a head of garlic and onion to 
make stock.  

I didn’t get the exact process but you’ll get 

the general idea for making molé. In a large pot 
she had water (or maybe some chicken stock) and 
added ¼ kilo of three kinds of red seeded, dried 
and toasted chilis (guajillo, California, and 
pasilla). They are not hot; they are just for flavor. 
To this she added 1 toasted tortilla and a bread roll 
to thicken it and 3 cakes of Abuelita chocolate.  

In a frying pan she toasted onion, raisins, 
garlic, almonds, broken cinnamon sticks, and 
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peanuts. After this mixture was well toasted, she 
added two cut-up plantains (similar to bananas). 
All of this was put into the pot with the chilis and 
then was blended and strained. She put it back on 
the stove to heat and cook further. After tasting it, 
she added more salt. If it had been too thick, she 
would have added some of the reserved chicken 
broth. 

 
Once she added the cut-up boiled chicken to 

the sauce, she served samples to us. Roasted 
sesame seeds can be added to the sauce or 
sprinkled on after it is served which is what Kathe 
is doing. She usually serves it over rice. 

 
Making molé is a lengthy and complicated 

process. Sylvia admitted that if she’s not making it 
with her family, she buys it ready-made from the 
store. J 

 
Off the beaten path in Baja California 

While in Todos Santos in March 2020, we 
drove north of town and were delighted when we 
found that a turtle release was going on. The turtle 
eggs are dug up from the beach and moved to a 
greenhouse type tent like structure where the sand 
is warmer. The eggs are buried until they hatch 
and then released. We got to go into the structure 
and watch three people dig in the sand to find any 
turtles that had hatched but not gotten to the 

surface yet. They also found eggs that either had 
not hatched yet 
or were 
unfertilized. 
Those went back 
into the hole and 
were covered 
again. 

The turtles 
were put into a 
dishpan of sand 

for people to take to 
the water at dusk 
and to be released 
into the sea. The 
instructor drew a 
line in the sand to 
not cross when we 
released the turtles. 
He was the only one 
allowed to touch the 
turtles or they would lose their license to do the 
rescue program. Once everyone had released their 
turtles, 

we all watched and cheered them on as they made 
their way to the sea.  

 

For more information visit 
www.mexicanconnection08.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesMexican
Connection 

 
Joyce Space, Editor 

joycespace2@gmail.com 

http://www.mexicanconnection08.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/EscapeesMexican
mailto:joycespace2@gmail.com

