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J U D G E S  C O M M E N T S

Dawn Emerson’s take on the show:

This show is a wonderful example of 100 different ways the humble pastel medium can be used 
to express the visual power of storytelling through imagery, and the healing power of witnessing 
and honoring and experiencing nature through painting. Their reverence for beauty in so many 
different expressions enriches our lives, and leaves me feeling restored and hopeful. Each pastel 
artist represented here has found their personal way to employ the medium and express what 
moves and sustains them.  This exhibit reassures me that humanity will survive and thrive as long 
as artists  remind us of the beauty around us we are blessed with each day. 

Best in Show
Maryann Mullett
Not Everything is  
Black and White

This striking painting of zebras is a tour de force of technique and design.  The painting seems to  
move as we look at it as our eyes follow the stripes the expand and contract in size like a slinky. We 
feel as though we are close in to the herd, yet able to see the subtlest changes of light, texture, and 
color on the surfaces of fur and skin. There is unity in the herd as a whole with this wide format, as 
well as individual nuances that let us enjoy each zebra separately. It’s a fun painting to explore from 
nose to tail, and we as viewers can enjoy witnessing right along with the artist. A beautifully executed 
painting!



Award of Excellence
Corey Pitcan, Seated Nude

This small painting is packed with enormous mastery of the pastel medium. 
It appears effortlessly  executed, yet demonstrates an exquisite handling 
of light and shadow, color, and form. The subject has such presence that 
we find ourselves wanting to know more about the model. The way the 
background is broken into simple dark and light horizontal intervals 
beautifully compliments the description of her skin and weight. Detail is 
delivered with minimum description, and the design is elegant.

Award of Honor
Alex Kasyan, Morgan

This classical portrait is executed with such loving attention that the viewer 
senses the quietpresence of this young man. Every inch breathes with 
nuance and subtlety, andsublimely  illustrates the magic of pastel medium 
to capture the feeling of  light and shadow on youthful skin, hair, and 
clothing.  There is also a mystery to the portrait that beckons us to want to 
know more about this person. 

Janet Schwartz,   Passing Lane

This painting is amazing for its unusual subject in many ways-- its 
technique of describing such sheets of water on a glass surface, and its 
ability to deliver an experience of altered perception. The viewer is at 
first disorientied, then transported behind the wheel of a car, straining to 
see through the flooded windshield.  The unusual composition creates 
wonderful tension, even fear. Intriguing subject, unusual design, wonderful 
technique...bravo!



Claudette Gamache, Coastel Garden 2

The quality of space and atmosphere in this tiny painting is uncanny. It is 
packed with subtle detail from forground to background. The eye moves from 
the frontmost flowers to the luminous fog hanging in the background, then 
back to the foreground, again and again. There is an intensity to this painting 
that makes the fog in the distance feel  as real and palpable as the smell of the 
flowers in the foreground. The painting sings with the experience of walking 
into the unknown

Mike Kolasinski, Melting Moments 

The unusual landscape draws the viewer in immediately, and holds them there 
with  a visual embrace. We sense the temperature of the day, the wetness 
and depth of the water, the texture of the branches against the sky. It is an 
experience we travel through our eyes, not a copy of a place. 

Diana Johnson, Goldenrod By The Marsh 

This painting appealed to me for its exquisite soft edges and feeling of spacious 
peacefullness. There is minimal description, yet the composition allows us to 
move into this scene effortlessly.  The viewer is transported to this space, and 
floats down the river with their eyes toward the horizon. Lovely.

Christine Bodnar, Pink Sky Cool Dunes

This painting sets up a kind of tension between earth and sky that is intriguing. 
We see a low horizon line with a vast underbelly of potentially ominous clouds 
that appear to be moving toward the viewer, while the land below sits in 
anticipation below.  

Wendi Smith, Diamonds at Dusk

After this year’s experience with Covid, this painting made me feel like 
everything in the world was at rest and okay..that nature was in control, and the 
intervals of tides and waves, sky and sun were all in sinc. The painting sparkles 
with the joy of painting.


