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     EDITOR: Joel Graves  LionJoelGraves@gmail.com 

DECEMBER 2021 
 

 
 
MEETING 

Thursdays 7:30-8:30. 
Martin Way and 
College.  
Not meeting Dec 23 & 30. 

There are lots of volunteer opportunities this month. 
  

 

DECEMBER GUEST SPEAKERS 

 

2nd Dr. Antonio Sandifer, NTPS Dir. of Equity and 
Languages. 
9th Sara Boyd, President/Founder Operation Truth Gulf 
War Illness 
16th Karen Daily & Stowe Good—Christmas Music Sing-
a-Long (people at Denny’s won’t be singing). 
 
 

BOARD MEETING VIA ZOOM 

TUES DEC 7th @ 6pm 
 

CONTEST  Somewhere in this newsletter is a black Lions 
symbol—Can you find it? Some thought the Nov one 
was too easy. Good luck! Drop me a line and let me 

know: LionJoelGraves@gmail.com 

 

  
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
Potluck & White 

Elephant Gift 
Exchange 

Sat  Dec 18th  4:30 pm 
Please RSVP. Bring one 
gift per person, your own 
Liquor, and favorite Finger Foods. At the Bucknell’s 
2402 Abernethy Rd NE  Oly. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JERRY’S KIDS 
Jan's husband--Jerry--was a 
teacher at Pleasant Glade 
Elementary School. He started 
a program to help school 
families over the holidays 
(food/gifts). She kept it going 
after he passed and calls it 
Jerry's Kids. We budget $1,000 
each year, but also take donations over the holidays. In 
2020 we gave them over $2,000.    Let’s do it again.  
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

 

 
1st Sharon Sikes 
5th Paul Conroy 
7th Jan Goebel 
10th Greg Leppert 
12th Maria Diaz 
12th Berta Fender 
12th Juanita Lucas 
16th Kristen Lyons 
22nd Karen Taylor Good 
31st Judy Ann Bergvall 

 

KING’S KORNER 
King Lion Kathy Cross Reece 

 

Lions don’t hibernate in winter. 
They continue to serve because 
there’s always a need. When 
there’s a need there’s a Lion. It’s 
instinctively unique that the Lacey 
Sunrise Lions continue expanding 
in membership in the midst of a 
Pandemic. On the heels of 
Thanksgiving, I am extremely 

grateful to be a Lion and to have an amazing Pride of 
Lions to serve alongside. We had more opportunities to 
gather in person, and we have started to outnumber 
our zoom attendees at our Thursday morning meetings. 
The highlight of meetings was none other than Charter 
Night. It was a brilliant location to dress up, enjoy 
delicious food, give out awards and fellowship with one 
another.  

The 
Melvin 

Jones 
Fellowship 

was 
bestowed 

on me, 
and I was 

honored 
to be the 

recipient of LCIFs highest form of recognition to 
acknowledge an individual’s dedication to humanitarian  
 
 

 
 

service. Melvin Jones Fellowship is the backbone of LCIF. 
This recognition is a high honor and not an award. It was 
a complete surprise to me and I’m grateful to have 
received it. We will have a few more opportunities to 
connect in person as we celebrate the Holidays with a 
potluck/white elephant Christmas party at the Bucknell 
home and numerous volunteer activities. I look forward 
to seeing you and your families. KL Kathy 
 
What do you call a bunch of 
chess players bragging about 
their games in a hotel lobby? 
Chess nuts boasting in an open 
foyer! 
 
What do you call a broke Santa? 
Saint Nickel-less 
 
 
CHARTER NIGHT REVIEW   
We started arriving at 
3:30pm. At the door you 
could buy over-sized playing 
cards for the raffle. We 
started at 4:10. The long 
tables were filled with 
Silent Auction items. Dinner 
was amazing. KL Kathy was awarded the Melvin Jones 
Fellowship award. Then Mike Ragan won the raffle. Nice 
night—fun had by all. 
 
 
Charter Night 
Pat Bucknell 
receiving the Life 
Time Membership 
award.  
 
 
 
 
 

Deep in the dark and cold of winter,  
remember:  after December 21st  

the days start getting longer! 
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FEATURED LION 
John Colvin 

 

John Colvin retired from the 

Army after a long and decorated 

25-year career. He has 

experienced three deployments 

for a combined total of 36 

months in a theater of combat. 

His career took him clear across 

the Pacific and the Atlantic, visiting exotic places such 

as Guam, Thailand, and Vietnam. Not to mention 

Europe and the Middle East, as well.  

     After John’s retirement, he immediately jumped 

into the civilian workforce, where he found obstacles 

not normally experienced in the Army. For instance, 

communication styles between the military and 

civilian sectors are vastly different. He found that he 

had to re-learn how to communicate with people. 

Additionally, he learned that although he had a good 

deal of experience managing large budgets, large 

workforces, and large projects, he had little to no 

experience with business or the laws and regulations 

governing civilian workers.   

     One of the greatest skills the military taught John 

was adapting to his environment. Therefore, John 

spent a great deal of time learning how to become a 

leader within his community and his new career. 

John currently works as a Maintenance and 

Operations Supervisor for Pierce County Facility 

Management, as well as a Planning Commissioner for 

the City of DuPont.  

     Because John has a heart to serve, especially within 

the military community, John volunteers for several 

organizations. He is currently the treasurer for 

Thurston County Veteran Services and for the MD-19 

Lions Project New Hope Northwest; he also sits on 

the board for the Association of the United States 

Army—Captain Meriwether Lewis Chapter—as the 

Awards Chair.  

     John, and his wife, Isabella, founded HEROES 

CHALLENGE, a nonprofit organization serving the 

military community (Active Duty, National Guard, 

Reserve, Veterans, and their families), including first 
 

 
 

responders. Their 

organization’s flagship 

program is the Military, 

First Responder, and 

Family Conference held 

annually in Cannon Beach. 

Other programs include 

peer-to-peer and other 

types of counseling. To date, they have positively 

impacted more than 300 families. 

     John’s plans for the future are quite modest. He is 

dabbling in politics and recently ran for the DuPont 

City Council. Unfortunately, he proved not to be the 

favorite. However, he may run again in a future 

election – whether it is for the city or the county 

remains to be seen.  

PS: From the editor: John leads the Bob Kelley Wheelchair 

Ramp program, is a Flag Captain for the Flags Over Lacey 

program, and helps where needed with just a little notice. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

HOLIDAY COFFEE FUNDRAISER 
Nov 18th thru Dec 10th 

Get your orders in early. $12 per item. See flyer and order 
sheet sent by email and on website home page, of course. 

POC: Peggy   twovettes@comcast.net 
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VOLUNTEER AT THE FOODBANK WAREHSE 
December 16th - Thursday after meeting 

(Judy Ann and Frankie in photo) 
  

Do you see the stacks of boxes behind Judy Ann and 
Frankie? To the ceiling! The warehouse is brimming 
with donations. Our volunteers take the bulk items 
and pack them into family-sized portions—grocery 
bags and boxes—for easy delivery/pick up.  
     Immediately following our Thursday morning meeting – 
9am to 11:30 or so @ Thurston County Foodbank Warehouse 
:: 2260 Mottman Rd SW, Tumwater.  
     VOLUNTEER CRITERIA: Most jobs require standing, but 
there are chairs to sit and rest in. Light to moderate lifting—
your choice. Some jobs are seated.  
Let Lyell Clark know if you want to help.  

 

WHEELCHAIR RAMP INSTALL  Sat Dec 4, 9am 
Volunteers needed. If you can pick up a six foot board, 
hold the end of a tape measure, hand screws to 
someone, then EVEN YOU can help. Let Pat Bucknell 
know you are available, then meet at his house at time 
above.   Pat.Bucknell@gmail.com 
 

A HOLIDAY EDITORIAL 
For more reasons than I can count, we live in a divisive 
world right now…all you have to do is watch the 
evening news. To keep the peace, we have the old 
adage for relatives visiting over the holidays: don’t talk 
politics and religion. In Lions, we consciously live by that 
motto. The key is to keep our focus on serving others. In 
this way, we honor the Lions historic community 
emphasis and people in need enjoy the benefits. 
Hopefully, our altruistic behavior is contagious.  

 

 
 

LACEY FIREFIGHTERS CHRISTMAS CHARITY 
December 11-12th, Sat & Sun 

In conjunction with the Adopt-a-Family program, Lacey 
Sunrise and Midday Lions join the LFD to help at least 50 
families (150-175 kids) with food and gifts. Families drive 
through Fire Department 34 (across from Ostrom’s 
Mushroom Farm, stopping at stations for food and gifts. We 
helped 8 families in 2020 and 10 this year. The volunteer shop 
for families by gender and age group, wrap the presents, 
then give the presents to Frankie, who gives them to the Fire 
Station. 
To help, please contact Frankie   sokso@comcast.net.  

 
 

Wed Dec 15th & Wed 22nd  Salvation Army Bell 
Ringing  at the Lacey Fred Meyer 

700 Sleater Kinney Rd SE. 
Money raised here changes lives. Each day -- Five 2 hour 
shifts: 10am-12pm,  12-2,  2-4,  4-6pm. Please let Peggy know 
what shift(s) you want -- twovettes@comcast.net. 
 
 

 
 

    
 

 
 

 


