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     EDITOR: Joel Graves  LionJoelGraves@gmail.com 

AUGUST 2021 
 

 
 CLUB MEETING 

breakfast, fellowship, 
and hot coffee every 
Thursday 7:30-8:30 
while still zooming 
along. Guest Speakers 
come to Denny’s now, 
so when can we expect 
to see you? 
 

 

AUGUST GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

 
Aug 5 Amy Stull—Thurston County 
Park History 
Aug 12 Kathleen Anderson (LEFT) 
and Lions Member 
Aug 19 Lakewood Gardens  
Aug 26 Club Business Meeting 
 

a 
 

AUG BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

Lyell Clark 1st 
Mike Pierce 3rd 
Gary Matti 4th 
Bill Miller 7th 
Gil White 10th 
Marion Christiansen 17th 

Roberta Pinson 20th 
Dave Noble 26th 
Dick Nelson 29th 
 
 

 

 
 

 

KING LION CORNER 
KATHY CROSS REECE 

 

We started this Lions year “Hot” in 
more ways than one. Temperatures 
soared over 100 degrees all over 
Washington, causing many to seek 
refuge in nearby hotels, with friends, 
and in backyards. In good fashion, the 
clouds and rain came to remind us of 
new ways to serve.  
     During our MD19 Banner Passing 
event on July 17th, Joel was awarded 
the Zone 6 and MD19C Lion of the 
Year. This was appropriately given to the hardest working Lion 
we know. This means out of over 1,300 Lions, he’s #1. Always 
ready to serve. 
     With our golf tournament, we heated up the books with our 
most prosperous fundraiser ever. Loads of support, 
camaraderie, and teamwork made it our most supportive event. 
Everyone who wanted to participate found a way to lend a 
hand. 
     Small groups are in full swing and serve as a way to connect 
with each other, with results reported at our monthly board 
meetings.  
     We said farewell to another 
Lion in a good way. On July 22nd, 
ANNA BAZIL attended her last 
Thursday morning meeting at 
Denny’s. She is moving with her 
family on a military transfer to 
Austin, Texas. Her grandfather 
was a life-long Lion, so she was 
interested. She is a nurse and 
started as a volunteer at an 
elementary school when we were doing the hearing and vision 
screening and quickly agreed to membership. 
     We are Lacey Sunrise Lions, who serve with a spirit of Family, 
Friendship, and Fun. 
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FEATURED LION 
MICHAEL RAGAN – 2nd Vice President 

 

More about Michael 
“Mike” Ragan…from the 
person who has known 
him longer than anyone! 
     Mike was born on the 
very small Pacific island of 
Kwajalein in Micronesia in 
1966, and he and his older 
sister and brother will 
argue until breathless to 

convince anyone that their childhood was the best 
anyone ever had! 
 

     That changed in 1981 when their beloved father 
lost a three-year-long cancer fight. The family returned 
stateside to Pullman, and the kids finished high school. 
Mike was such an agreeable kid that our family called 
him “Switzerland”— guess what? We still do.  
 

     After a couple of attempts to find his dream career 
path in short college stints, Mike joined the United 
States Navy. He was stationed at Naval Air Station 
Whidbey Island and spent the next four years in micro 
miniature soldering on avionics. 
 

     He joined his mom, grandma and new stepdad (Ed 
Taylor) in Kennewick and managed a bowling 
center/snack bar for a couple of years before heading 
to Olympia where he worked for an IT company and 
Tacoma School District. 
 

About two years ago Mike and his wife divorced, and 
they now share custody of Livia (16) who will be a 
junior at Olympia High this fall. Liv is a beautiful, 
talented, intelligent young woman, and Mike is pretty 
sure he is the luckiest dad in the world! 
 

     Like many young adults who have experienced a 
different lifestyle during this pandemic, Mike is going 
through a pivoting period—searching for a career to 
fulfill his inbred need and intense desire to care, teach, 
coach, encourage, cheerlead, love, respect, and yes, 
share sorrow with fellow humankind in need. (Ask 
Mike what Yokwe means).  
 
 
 

 
 

I put my old couch out by the 

street with a sign that said, 

“Free for the taking.”  It sat out 

there for ten days. I replaced 

the sign with “For Sale $2500.” 

It was stolen that night. 

-- Larry The Cable Guy 
 

 

VOLUNTEER AT THE FOODBANK WAREHSE 
August 19th  Thursday after meeting 

  

 Right after our morning meeting – 9am to 11:30 or so @ 
Thurston County Foodbank Warehse :: 2260 Mottman Rd SW, 
Tumwater. Repackage items from bulk into family portion 
sizes, and any other tasks they need done.  
VOLUNTEER CRITERIA: Most jobs require extended standing, 
but there are chairs to sit and rest in. Light to moderate 
lifting—your choice. Some jobs are seated. POC: Lyell Clark  
lyellc@comcast.net  Let him know if you want to participate.  
 

 
 
 
 

NEW CLUB OFFICER TRAINING  
LAST OPPORTUNITY 

MD19 offers a Saturday zoom seminar to help 
prepare incoming and existing club officers 
for the new year. Sept 25th is the last 
training session, so if you did not attend in 
May or July, get signed up for this last one. 
The emphasis this year is on teamwork.  

Sept 25—Sat, 9am – 12:30 pm 
Register by Sept 21st 

Visit our website to register and see the flyer. 

 
 

SCOOBY DOO SAYS DUES ARE DUE 
Congratulations!  A lot of people have 
gotten ahead this year and have already 
paid for six months or for the whole year.        
                     Again, well done!  
$43 per person for six months (Jul-Dec). 
$33 for each family member. Double 
everything to pay for a whole year, like 
some of us did and be done with it. 
Pay by check or credit card. Please visit 
our website to see payment options, address, billpay setup, 
etc.     http://LaceySunriseLions.org 
 
 

http://laceysunriselions.org/
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AND THINK ABOUT THIS: Between now and December, 
new members do not pay the usual $35 processing fee, so 
now is a good time to ask people to join our club. Most 
people join Lions, because someone invited them. Who can 
you invite? Why don’t you invite someone to breakfast at 
Denny’s? Or, to help out at the Foodbank? Or another 
activity we put on? (see our website EVENTS page for a list 
of activities by date). When people get involved and see 
what we do and how we are together, they often join. Need 
a goal? KL Kathy said she wants to see our club reach 100 
members this fiscal year. We are at 79 now. POSTSCRIPT: 

Where have you seen this New Members graphic before? 
HINT: Ck our Website. 
 
 

THE GOOD BOY 
by Del Gustafson of Duvall 

 
There was a little boy 

who was very, very good. 
He never got into mischief 

in our neighborhood. 
He was the teacher’s pet 

and his mother’s joy. 
Other mothers asked, 

“Can’t you be more like that boy?” 
He didn’t ride his bicycle 
recklessly down the walk, 

or sass the fussy ladies 
who lived here on our block. 

He always ate his turnips 
and he loved cottage cheese, 

and if he asked for something, 
he prefaced it with, “Please.” 

He never teased the girls 
or dipped their hair in glue. 

His clothes were always clean 
and his fingernails too. 

He was every mother’s dream, 
of this there is no doubt. 

He went to Sunday School and church 
and never did sneak out. 

He always did his homework, 
and we never heard him swear, 

Till on a field trip to the zoo, 
when we fed him to a bear. 

 
 
 

 
 

HOW TO ORDER A GOLD LIONS VEST 
Wear your vest to 
weekly meetings, when 
out putting up and 
taking down flags, 
picking up paper along 
the road, at any service 
project or fundraiser.  

GOLD LIONS VEST  

Item A138BM  $34.95 
Made of 100% poly-twill 
in gold/yellow color with 
blue trim. Full length 
with trimmed pockets on 
each side as shown. Lions 

emblem sewn to left chest. Confirm sizes prior to placement 
of order. Allow 4 weeks for delivery. 

     HOW TO ORDER 
1. Go to www.LionsClubs.org. 2. In the upper right, click on 
SHOP. 3. Upper left see Apparel. A dropdown menu will show 
clothes—on the far right see Vests and Lion Vests. 4. Choose 
the first vest—it is the best quality and what everyone else 
has—as pictured above.  
 

CAPTAIN PICARD AND COMMANDER RIKER 
STAR TREK—NEXT GENERATION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BE HONEST…how many of you had to study this cartoon 

more than once to figure out what was being said? 
 

 
 
 

http://www.lionsclubs/
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MULTIPLE DISTRICT 19C 
PICNIC & BANNER PASSING 

 
On July 17th, Joel (at left 
with immediate Past 
District Governor and 
Sunrise member Donna 
Murr) was recognized as 
the 19C District Lion of 
the Year. First, he won 
the Zone C6 Lion of the 
year, then the six Zone 
winners were evaluated 
and he was selected as 
the winner of 19C. Our 
club won first place for 
the Newsletter and 
Brochure, and first place 

for the Scrapbook (thank you Judy Ann and Carol); second 
place for the Sunrise Website.  

THINK OF BANNER PASSING like runners in a race, 
handing off the baton from the old team to the new team. 
We started with a memorial service for members who died 
in the last two years (remember, we didn't have a Banner 
Passing last year), then passed out awards for the items 
above (yes, Sunrise did well), and District Governors spoke 
and gave personal awards. Two hours well spent. Plan to 
attend next year. 
 

STAR TREK 

Spock:  Jim, what do the Enterprise and Toilet Paper 
have in common?  
     Jim:  I give up.  
Spock:  They are both headed to Uranus in search of 
Klingons.  
 
 
 

 
 

Do you remember, back in school, when kids said, 

“Sticks and stones may break my bones, but words will never 
hurt me?” What a big fat lie that was. All you have to do is 
think back and you know those words are not true.  
     We all have examples of words cutting us to the core—
sometimes intentionally, sometimes not—but hurtful all the 
same. I think it is part and parcel to the human condition and 
being around people in relationships. Sometimes, we just say 
things we wish we could pull back in. But out they go, 
colliding with folks, mowing them down. Sometimes you can 
see them wince, when your words strike bone and soul, and 
you know they hurt, that you hurt 
them. Sometimes you do not 
mean to strike; but at other times, 
you hope to stick it to them.  
     IN THE MOVIE, You’ve Got 
Mail, Meg Ryan can’t seem to say 
the mean thing she is thinking of. 
But later, when she meets Tom 
Hanks [Joe Fox of Fox Books] at 
the coffee shop, she unloads on 
him. At first, she thought it was a 
revelation and breakthrough. But 
as he predicted, within a few 
moments, she feels remorse, because she knew her words 
hurt him deeply.  
     HERE’S THE DEAL: Although we sometimes send zingers at 
people unconsciously, make a supreme effort to NOT send 
them knowingly. They are darts that can cause instant and 
long-lasting damage. If you accidentally hurt someone, 
apologize right away. Don’t let it linger. If you zapped 
someone in the past and know it, think about apologizing 
now. Why? Because it is a kindness, and what do we always 
say about kindness?  
     WHAT IF YOU WERE ZAPPED? We all know someone who 
left Lions because their feelings were hurt. We also know 
many others (maybe yourself), who understand that 
sometimes people can be unpleasant, but you focus on the 
good people you know, and the good things Lions do as a 
group, as a community; and yes, even as a family.  
     If we are going to live by the motto, Kindness Matters, 
then start by paying attention to how we speak each other 
and focus on the good we do. Kind words. Helpful. Gracious. 
Comforting. With a little effort, we will become better people 
and our club will grow stronger.  Joel 
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DISTRICT GOVERNOR VISIT 
 

 
On September 30th, 
our new MD19C 
District Governor Luis 
Montes-Gonzalez will 
visit our club—Thurs 
7:30am. Would be 
nice if you could 
attend in person, but 
zoom will work also. 
 

 
 

FOOD HANDLERS CARD 
 

The website link 
below takes you to 
the training class, 
where you learn 
about food safety 
and then take the 
test. Let Joel know 
how it worked for 
you. Our club 

reimburses you for the cost. Then you can help Gil 
cook the spaghetti! 

https://www.foodworkercard.wa.gov 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To order Contact Isabella Colvin 

Visit our website for ordering link. 
 

FLAGS OVER LACEY 
LABOR DAY WEEK  

 
SEPT 4 FLAGS UP Sat 
8:45am @ Lacey City Hall 
SEPT 11 FLAGS DOWN Sat 
8:45am @ Lacey City Hall 
 
Soldiers of the 1-2 Striker 
“Ghost” Brigade will help us 
put up and take down the 
flags. The Iraqis gave them 
this name, because their 
Striker vehicles were so 
quiet they sneaked up on 
the bad guys. 

   
 

 
 

 


