
Coronavirus – Advice for Prep Schools

I recently saw a quote from Jeff Bezos where he said, “Human beings are not good at understanding 
exponential growth”, and there is ample evidence for this.  Unfortunately for us, coronavirus is 
spreading in just this manner, so while preparing “for the worst” may seem peremptory, it is also 
very wise for schools to do all they can.  Prep schools in particular have vulnerabilities due to their 
smaller size meaning they are less resilient against staff absence compared with larger schools, and 
also many children have contact with siblings who may be at schools all across the country.

There are three types of disruption schools should consider:

 Individual child / children absent for more than a week
 Individual member / members of staff absent for more than a week
 Site / school closure (for deep cleaning or by order)

In order to continue educational provision within the school’s obligations, preparations to enable 
remote teaching and learning should be carried out.

Audit Existing Services / Devices

Every school is likely to have some services that can be useful for remote teaching and learning.  For 
instance:

 Email
 Office 365 / Google Apps
 Virtual Learning Environment
 Subscriptions to online platforms

A list should be made of these services, along with which staff and students are registered to use 
them.  If the school has a 1:1 device strategy in place, then this can also be used to great effect and 
the ability for these devices to work effectively from home should be audited.  Staff should be made 
aware of what is available, and training offered if necessary.

Consider subscribing to additional services

Any online learning platform will be an asset in the event of having to teach remotely.  Some 
services which normally cost are being offered free to any schools closed by coronavirus, such as 
CenturyTech and Yacapaca.  These offers are at the providers’ discretion but are well worth 
investigating.   

For remote teaching, I would recommend Zoom as a platform.  The free version allows multi‐user 
video conferencing for up to 40 mins in a single session, and Zoom have extended this for some 
schools affected by coronavirus.  Sessions can be initiated by a teacher by distributing a web link.

Atom Learning have their free “Prime” platform which can be set up remotely in under 20 minutes 
with usernames and passwords emailed to parents.  Teachers can even teach remotely directly 
within the platform ‐  especially if combined with a Zoom session – where the teacher could run 
through videos and worked examples of KS2/3 Maths, English, VR and NVR content in Zoom and 
then switch over to the Atom website for a set task which is then marked and fed back to the 
teacher.  For more information see this video.  Remote training is also available.

Install Apps on 1:1 Devices



If the children have their own device that is managed by the school, then apps for remote teaching 
and learning can be installed.  These may be apps associated with new or existing services, or a video 
conferencing app such as the Zoom client.

Get Resources Online

Many schools have a range of resources already available online, often for short term closures such 
as a “snow day” but teachers should be encouraged to add to these as much as they can to ensure 
continuity of provision.  Many photocopiers will scan a book to a PDF, so that could be considered 
(assuming this is to make an already purchased book available remotely rather than to avoid 
purchasing).

Train staff and students in remote teaching

Applications like Zoom are simple to set up and use, but a quick lesson and demonstration in school 
time is so much easier than leaving it until school is closed.  Zoom allows the sharing of camera, 
desktop or even another device like an iPad screen.

Get your online data up to date

A number of online services may not be directly linked to school systems, so it is a good time to go 
through and make sure that all of these student lists are up to date, especially in prep schools where 
new pupils join throughout the year.  It is also worth making sure that teaching groups are up to 
date where relevant.

Usernames and passwords

Ensure that pupils have all the usernames and passwords they need to be able to access online 
services, without them having to be in school.  Lists of these could be circulated to staff.

Remote Access to school systems

At the very least, the IT team should be able to access school systems remotely.  Ideally the school 
management information system and accounts packages should also be remotely accessible.

Ensure a communication channel to pupils

Children in most schools have email addresses, so steps should be taken to ensure they can all 
access those accounts from home.  Ideally it will be possible to message children by teaching group 
(usually via a VLE), or at the very least by year group.

Conclusion

Remember that nothing is ever wasted and any or all of these preparations are likely to have value 
regardless of whether or not a school is forced to close.  The most important thing is that staff feel 
confident that they can do something to keep things going for their students, and that those 
students have the ability to access the resources on offer.


