
Question Asker Name Answer(s)

Hello GIA friends! :) How many are 

actually participating this morning?

Jeannie Kim Good Morning Jeannie! We have 135 

people this morning!!!

Excellent! :) That’s AWESOME!! Jeannie Kim live answered

You might let the whole group know 

by posting in the chat that there are 

135 people this morning.

Jeannie Kim great idea! i can vocalize that after 

Carlos

What does "high school 

programming" mean in this context?

Beth Claassen 

Thrush

We are looking at all the 

course/career pathways from high 

school to community college to 

university to careers. We want to 

provide information to all educators 

so they have the regional data to 

better align with workforce skill 

needs.

Perfect! :) Jeannie Kim

135 participants=WOW!!! Mary McAllister-

Parsons

AB 705 and Guided Pathways should 

improve our college-level 

mathematics and English attainment 

for our region’s community college 

students. Although there will be 

challenges, we can all work as a team 

to further increase college-level 

attainment.

Todd Heibel live answered



Our students must compete against 

applicants from around the world for 

university admissions, especially in 

elite institutions. It is important that 

we keep that in mind when discussing 

equity. High-demand, high-wage jobs 

are often technical and require 

significant education and rigor. How 

then, with equity in mind, do we 

adjust how we teach math and 

science (for example) so that more 

students achieve the standards 

required for success. I fear that in a 

push for equity (which is necessary) 

that we focus on making the 

curriculum and standards lower or 

less and put our students at a 

disadvantage.

Anonymous 

Attendee

It is clear we need to have efforts 

that start early in students 

educational careers.

Yeah to respond to anonymous, if I 

may. The standards (ELA/Math) are 

not lowered this is why CASSPP 

testing is critical since it provides a 

clear mirror on how the region 

education is doing or NOT doing in 

fostering education within our future 

students.

MARCELINO 

PENA

A response from an attendee. Thank 

you Marcelino for engaging!



Every educator worth their salt 

knows that ambitious goals/high 

expectations for our students and 

(more importantly!) ourselves are an 

absolute necessity. Unequivocally. 

But is anyone else exhausted and a 

little discouraged? Perhaps it is my 

25+  years of doing this that is leading 

on a Monday (lol)--but how do we 

make sure this doesn't become 

hamster-on-a-wheel stuff: Same basic 

activity with no forward progress?

Anonymous 

Attendee

live answered

For median household incomes what 

is the breakdown for families with 

two or more incomes vs a single 

wage-earner in the house? Are they 

lower because only one parent is 

working outside of the home or do 

they earn roughly half of what their 

white counterparts earn?

Anonymous 

Attendee

Hi-Thanks for the question. We can 

look into these details and get back 

to you if you want to reach out with 

your contact info to me 

(sorrel@inlandempiregia.org).

Regional data shows some great 

improvements in post-secondary 

completion, especially in degrees 

conferred. Notable however, is that 

college-going rates have been fairly 

constant and lag 7-10% behind the 

state's average. What's in the 

pipeline that could help the region 

see greater gains there?

Anonymous 

Attendee

live answered



The concept of collaboration is so 

powerful -- the students will also see 

and appreciate as they move 

throughout the area.

Karen Engelsen

Is there going to be an inventory of 

effective practices?

Karen Engelsen Yes.  Our “On the Map project is 

focused on this”. Lets chat about the 

value of the inventory.

Working to close acheivement gaps, 

and bridge the gaps within education 

and the workforce requires creating 

and promoting new programs such as 

STEAM within the Inland Empire. 

Creating STEAM programs across the 

region will help prepare our students 

for future opportunities in these high 

need career fields. How are we 

working towards achieving goals such 

as these?

Melissa May What are you proposing?  I agree.   

Connect with me @ 

carlos@inlandempiregia.org to 

brainstorm.

Even though we are connecting our 

students and making sure they stay 

engaged during this pandemic in 

School.  I am concerned that if we 

don’t figure out ways to connect 

seniors to their next step and provide 

purposeful opportuties for them to 

apply, connect, and see themselves in 

those new environments, they might 

become lost in the rubble.  How does 

this group see their work shift or 

integrate new opportunities in this 

new environment?

Mariana Torres live answered



One of the continuing challenges is 

data sharing across K-16 so that we 

can measure and track our progress. 

Is it possible to place the information 

of all those that are a part of the data 

sharing partnerships via CCGI and 

other MOUs?

Jeannie Kim Yes.  CCGI, the national student 

clearning house and the PDP 

postsecondary partnership must be 

expanded.   We know that campuses 

and districts that use these have 

seen valuable insights and made 

progress.

Educated parents are significant role 

models for youth.  Educated parents 

are provided avenues to family 

sustaining wage positions.  However 

many of our IE households do not 

have these degrees/certifications.  

How is the GIA positioning itself to 

apply resouces to attract and serve 

adult students, either returning to 

school for higher degrees or 

attending for the first time.

Carol Tsushima With the support of Bank of America 

and our Hiher Ed Networkd, GIA is 

launching their Adult and 

Professional Education Action 

Network Team. The goal is to impact 

the 25% of adults with some 

education and no attainment in the 

IE.  

https://inlandempiregia.org/action-

network-teams/



What are we doing on the teacher ed 

front? Are they being trained on how 

to effectively integrate electronically 

mediated technologies?

Anonymous 

Attendee

live answered GIA has put evaluation 

processes in place and will 

continue to collaborate in 

this work to help support 

our network in evaluating 

effectiveness and impact. 

Our Action Network 

Teams 

https://inlandempiregia.or

g/action-network-teams/ 

allows our partners to 

engage in collective 

impact work and 

conversations to share and 

scale best practices. This 

information is captured 

and inventoried through 

our Tactical Plans that 

support the regional goals.  

We are also working on 

asset maps to capture and 

inventory this information 

and initiatives.



Completely agree with Dr. Ayala's 

focus on Dual Enrollment. We also 

need to get the California 

Department of Education to 

recognize Articulation as another 

equalizer for early college access. 

This data will change the 

conversation as the IE has worked 

hard on articulation agreements 

between CTE k-12 and College CTE

Tracey Vackar Yes Tracey.  We need to get all the 

aspects of  “College in High School” 

systems.

This is, perhaps, outside of the work 

that is being done but there are 

significant cognitive and academic 

benefits to kids growing up 

multilingual. I understand that many 

districts have dual-immersion 

programs. Are there discussions 

happening about implementing  them 

region-wide?

Erin Brinker Erin, I have not heard about a larger 

regional effort.  Our multilingual 

community is one of our biggest 

assets.  Are there districts who are 

moving into this space—langauges 

for all



Thank you, Lauren. Forgive me if you 

mentioned this and I did not hear 

your statement about this. It seems 

that parents of color could have deep 

mistrust of public systems. When you 

are talking about the importance of 

parents parenting with the schools in 

the education of their children, are 

their examples that you have seen 

where that mistrust is turned 

around? Parents must be respected 

and feel respected and that systems 

have actually changed in order to 

build that trust. What are your 

thoughts on this issue?

Erin Brinker live answered More than half of the K12 

districts and regional 

colleges have either signed 

on or are in the process of 

signing MOUs for CCGI and 

the PDP. Happy to share 

details if you'd like!

Sorrel says: More than 

half of the K12 districts 

and regional colleges 

have either signed on or 

are in the process of 

signing MOUs for CCGI 

and the PDP. Happy to 

share details if you'd 

like!

Correction: parents partnering with 

schools, not parenting with schools

Erin Brinker live answered

Lauren which alternate education 

funding?  Which programs in your 

research or experience has shown to 

"clean the groundwater"?

MARCELINO 

PENA

live answered CSUSB,  RCOE,  SBCSS, UCR 

and some CBO are 

working on building a 

diverse teacherpipeline.  I 

know that eTeaching is a 

piece of this work.

How robust is the new information 

regarding the impact of urgency on 

change?  We certainly have all made 

big things happen most recently 

because of urgency.

Beth Higbee live answered



When do we hear from the fish as to 

what they want and need? Especially 

millennials and Gen Z. Lots of 

dialogue going on with attendees 40, 

50, and up. Younger people need to 

be included in identifying their issues 

and suggested solutions. 

These ‘dialogues’ have been going on 

for many years.

Linnie Bailey live answered

Dr. Smith, 

First, thank you for your comments. 

Second, I don’t know if this audience 

knows of the work FSG is engaged in 

to address these systemic issues of 

racial economic inequity that is built 

into the system. Could you please 

share that work to edify the work we 

can do on the local level?

Third, what is the ONE thing we could 

each do in our organizations to 

address the systemic flaw that 

perpetuates racial economic 

injustice?

Jeannie Kim

It’s not “the” systemic flaw but rather 

“a” common flaw

Jeannie Kim










































































