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James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich 

visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show 

partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s 

gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods 

meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking out of his human worldview, 

but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her reply? 

Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who 

brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 

  

(Please rise if you are able.) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross in remembrance of baptism as the 

presiding minister begins: 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, whose 

presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 

C:  Amen. 

P:  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.  

(Silence is kept for reflection.) 

P: God our comforter:  

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance 

and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and 

oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us 

from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace 

in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the 

forgiveness of all your sins.  

C: Amen. 



 

GATHERING SONG All People That on Earth Do Dwell ELW 883 

 

All people that on earth do dwell, 

sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 

him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell; 

come ye before him and rejoice. 
 

Know that the Lord is God indeed; 

without our aid he did us make. 

We are his folk, he doth us feed, 

and for his sheep he doth us take. 
 

Oh, enter then his gates with praise; 

approach with joy his courts unto; 

praise, laud, and bless his name always, 

for it is seemly so to do. 
 

For why? The Lord our God is good: 

His mercy is forever sure; 

his truth at all times firmly stood, 

and shall from age to age endure. 
 

To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 

the God whom heav'n and earth adore, 

from us and from the angel host 

be praise and glory evermore. 

  

GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

C:  And also with you.  

 



 

KYRIE ELW Setting 2, Page 120 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation,  

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

C: Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into 

health and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and 

make us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world, 

through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.  Amen. 

(Please be seated.) 

 

THE WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 35:4-7a 

These verses are a word of hope to the exiles in Babylon. Isaiah 34 portrays 

God’s vengeance on Edom, Israel’s age-old enemy, which makes the path 



from Babylon to Zion safe for the exiles’ return. The desert itself will flow 

with water to give drink to the returning exiles. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 
 

 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7athe burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 146 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live. (Ps. 146:2) 

  
1Hallelujah! 

  Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

 2I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

 3Put not your trust in rulers, 

  in mortals in whom there is no help. 

 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 

  and in that day their thoughts perish.  

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

  whose hope is in the LORD their God; 

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 



  who keeps promises forever; 

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who 

hunger. 

  The LORD sets the captive free. 

 8The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those 

who are bowed down; 

  the LORD loves the righteous.  

  9The LORD cares for the stranger; 

  the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the 

wicked. 

 10The LORD shall reign forever, 

  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING  James 2:1-10 [11-13] 14-17 

Faithful Christians do not show partiality to the rich and powerful of the 

world, especially at the expense of the poor and weak. Likewise, faith does 

not pay mere lip service to God’s will. Instead, a living Christian faith 

expresses itself in acts of compassion and mercy for those in need. 
 

1My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in 

our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine 

clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also 

comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and 

say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, 

“Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made distinctions among 

yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved 

brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in 

faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love 

him? 6But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? 

Is it not they who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the 

excellent name that was invoked over you? 

  8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, 



“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show partiality, you 

commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10For whoever 

keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of 

it. [11For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You 

shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you 

have become a transgressor of the law. 12So speak and so act as those who 

are to be judged by the law of liberty. 13For judgment will be without mercy 

to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.] 

  14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but 

do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and 

lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm 

and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the 

good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

Word of God, word of life.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise if you are able.) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting 2, Page 124 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

 Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL ANNOUNCEMENT Mark 7:24-37 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the seventh chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in 

Jesus’ ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks 

the beginning of his mission to the Gentiles. 
 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house 

and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape 

notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit 

immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his 



feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged 

him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the 

children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 

the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat 

the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying that, you may 

go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found the 

child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon 

towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to 

him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged 

him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the 

crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 

tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, 

“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were opened, 

his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them 

to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 

proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has 

done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to 

speak.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

(Please be seated.) 

 

SERMON  Kathy Griffin 

 

(Please rise if you are able.) 

HYMN OF THE DAY Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing ELW  886 

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 

my great Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

the triumphs of his grace! 
 



My gracious Master and my God, 

assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 

the honors of your name. 
 

The name of Jesus charms our fears 

and bids our sorrows cease, 

sings music in the sinner's ears, 

brings life and health and peace. 
 

He speaks, and list'ning to his voice, 

new life the dead receive; 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

the humble poor believe. 
 

Look unto him, your Savior own, 

O fallen human race! 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

be justified by grace! 
 

To God all glory, praise, and love 

be now and ever giv'n 

by saints below and saints above, 

the church in earth and heav'n. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 



he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

THE PRAYERS 

A: Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all in need. 

 (A brief silence) 

A: Holy One, you bring your people together in worship. Enliven your 

church. Guide all evangelists, preachers, prophets, and missionaries who 

seek to share your love through word and deed. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: You provide water for thirsty ground and sunshine to feed hungry plants. 

Bless all who advocate for healthy forests, unpolluted air, and clean 

waterways. Inspire all people to show care for the world you have made. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: You show no partiality. Increase justice in all nations. Encourage leaders 

and governments to work with one another for the good of our common 

world. Unite us in seeking the health, safety, and dignity of all. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 



A:  You protect those serving in our armed forces.  Watch over them and 

assure them of your never-failing strength.  We pray especially for Beth & 

Ryan, Jonathan, Noah, Irene, and Alex. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: You accompany those who are most in need. Shelter all fleeing violence 

or persecution, protect any who are in danger, and sustain them through 

uncertain and unstable times.  We pray especially for those we silently lift 

before you now.  (a brief moment for those names to be shared in prayer) 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

(Ahren, the Anderson family, Barb & family, Bev, Charles, Cindy, Deb, Gary, Harrison 

& Sara, Helen & family, Jon, Judy’s family, Kris, Lawton, Lizzy, Lori & Russ,  Lynne & 

Jim, Marge, Mary, Bev & family, Adam & Shani & Ezra, Steve & family, Stacy & Char, 

the family of Malachi Williams) 

A: You support the work of your disciples. Continue to nurture the 

leadership and ministries of this congregation. We especially lift up to you 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth, our Synod Bishop Craig, and Pastor Carl. We 

ask that you be with their respective staffs as they live out their callings to 

serve.   

As we are called to be one, even as Jesus and the Father are one, be with 

the leaders and the congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church in Grand 

Rapids. Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

A: You embrace all who have died in the faith and brought them into your 

glorious presence. We thank you for their example and rejoice in their lives. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C: hear our prayer. 

P: Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to 

you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 



 

GREETING OF PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you.    

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

LORD'S PRAYER 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  

P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering 

world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

 

 



SENDING HYMN    On Our Way Rejoicing ELW 537 

  

On our way rejoicing 

gladly let us go. 

Christ our Lord has conquered; 

vanquished is the foe. 

Christ without, our safety; 

Christ within, our joy; 

who, if we be faithful, 

can our hope destroy? 
 

Refrain 

On our way rejoicing; 

as we forward move, 

hearken to our praises, 

O blest God of love! 
 

Unto God the Father 

joyful songs we sing; 

unto God the Savior 

thankful hearts we bring; 

unto God the Spirit 

bow we and adore, 

on our way rejoicing 

now and evermore.  Refrain 

 

DISMISSAL 

A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

C: Thanks be to God.  
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St. Paul Lutheran Church uses Vanco eGiving tools, to provide the 

opportunity for on-line giving.  You may use the free GivePlus App (Google 

Play or Apple Store). On-line giving may also be accomplished on our 

website at https://stpaul-el.org/donations/ 

 

Check out our Facebook page, St. Paul Lutheran Church. 

 

Pastor Carl’s office hours are by appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

 

 

“God’s Work. Our Hands” Sunday at St. Paul Lutheran 

Refugees who have lost everything are being resettled in Southeast and 

West Michigan. Once housing is located these refugees need housing 

essentials.  Therefore, we as a church will be collecting new and gently 

used items to share with them.  Examples include: 

 Pots and Pans  Utensils Plates/Bowls  Silverware 

 Sheets – any size Blankets Towels – Bath  Towels – Kitchen 

 Personal Needs Monetary Donations 

Also, with a severe shortage of affordable homes and apartments, should 

you know of any landlords, hotels, or companies that can help, please kindly 

contact Samaritas at 313/823-7700. 

 

           

                                       


