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Fellow Minsters in Christ, 

     In a time of always being right and choosing self-

servings solutions this Lent we consider walking 

with and listening to Jesus while we remember what 

Peter, the rock on which the church was built, 

preached: 

5In the same way, you who are younger must 

accept the authority of the elders. And all of 

you must clothe yourselves with humility in 

your dealings with one another, for 

 "God opposes the proud, 

 but gives grace to the humble." 
6Humble yourselves therefore under the 

mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 

you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on 

him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline 

yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion 

your adversary the devil prowls around, 

looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you 

know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the 

same kinds of suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the 

God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, support, strengthen, and establish you. 11To him be the 

power forever and ever. Amen.                   1Peter 5:5b-11 (NRSV)  

This speaks to me when I contemplate what is going on around us.  There is so much 

anxiety, yet we can turn that anxiety over to God. There are powerful forces in the world 

that can overwhelm us.  There is a global health crisis, severe economic challenges, 

attacks on core Christian beliefs, less interest in the society for religious organizations, 

racial and economic oppression, and many others.  The good news is Christ through the 

Spirit nurtures us and supports us during challenging times. Using the humbleness of 

Guiding Principles 
We are a people who:  

 Listen for God's Call  

 Believe and Trust in 

God's Call  

 Answer God's Call  

 Support each other in 

times of joy and sorrow  

 Live out our faith in 

prayer and service  

 Share food with the 

hungry  

 Believe the gospel is for 

all, not just Christians.  

 

 



Christ will serve us well in dealing with others. In my self-reflection this year Psalm 51:10 

speaks volumes to me.  

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

    and put a new and right spirit within me”. 

We do not have clean hearts.  Our hearts are dirtied by our own self-interest.  This is the 

constant struggle in our lives. Only God can give us a clean heart. By walking with and 

listening to Jesus, who was the only one to have a clean heart, can put a new and right 

spirit within us. Pr. Dr. Rick Barger wrote a book titled “A New and Right Spirit”. He says 

when the tomb was found empty, we should have no fear. He passionately asks 

congregations to reexamine what it means to be an "authentic church" in a culture where 

authenticity is hard to come by. Programmatic solutions to congregational problems 

aren’t the solution.  We have to make and shows the way to making adaptive change in 

a fast-paced rapidly changing world. Recognizing the spiritual needs of a success-

oriented society, he taught leaders to turn away from the story of our culture and to return 

to the story of the church that is grounded in Christ and the resurrection.  We are 

grounded in the fact that the tomb was found empty which changed the world forever. 

So in Lent we return to the story of the church and the core message as we are grounded 

in Christ. If we accept there is nothing to be afraid of and we can create an authentic 

church.  People are attracted to authenticity. 

How do we stay connected in this type of separation and isolation? This is especially 

important for a congregation where people love one another and enjoy connecting each 

week in worship and afterwards in fellowship.  People have been getting immunizations 

as the Covid-19 virus numbers are trending downward.  The cold, dark days of winter 

are starting to warm up and we are starting to meet again in person. Jon is leading Bible 

Study at 8PM on Sundays and there has been renewed interest. Our Confirmation class 

of 3 fine young people and adults were able to gather in person to share with one 

another.   Some things have been put on the backburner but are being discussed so we 

will be ready at the right time. We always look forward to the hope that is in Christ. At 

the same time, our hearts are with those who are not with us in person as we try to offer 

them an alternative as valuable members of our faith community. So are present with 

others through texting, cards, phone calls, ZOOM or whatever your preferred method 

you are present with others. Simple gestures are incredible gift and bring light to others.  

As the Gather Bible Study talks about angels; we humbly walk through life loving one 

another we become angels to others, even when we do not realize it. 

If you are not sure when online recordings are available, you can go to our website 

stpaul-el.org and click on worship and then click on any of the recordings in YouTube.  



In the lower right hand corner you can click on “Subscribe” and you will be automatically 

notified when a new recording posts and can share by hitting that button. 

On this journey we can continue to grow as the Spirit gives us a new and right spirit 

within us as we humbly become closer our Creator, a relational God wanting us to love 

one another and to have a close, personal relationship with each of us.  devotional and 

families the family devotional.  Norma will send an e-mail with further information. 

Mary and I continue to pray for you, your safety, and your family as we look forward to 

being with you and the bright future. 

Blessings, 

Pr. Carl 

 Council 

President’s Column for February-March 2021 by Chuck Nelson 

It seems I have been in this seat before as the president of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

as I was re-elected to this post at the January 2021 Council meeting. I want to personally 

thank Paul Collins for his outstanding leadership during his tenure as president as he 

happily handed over the gavel. He became a master at scheduling supply pastors, 

dealing with COVID regulations, while remaining positive throughout.   

But, coming back to the presidency after a two-year break for me, most of us are finding 

that it is not an especially “normal” time and that things don’t operate the way we did in 

the past. We have all had to learn new things about meetings with technology, how to 

navigate signups for a vaccination against COVID, being unable to directly visit and 

comfort those in need, wearing a mask to protect others and ourselves and doing a lot 

of cooking that in the past perhaps a restaurant worker did for us.  

We have lost a leader, mentor and spiritual guide with the passing of Pastor Rich Moe. 

It was a privilege to know Rich, to have him interpret the Word and administer the 

sacraments. He was also a friend, great conversationalist and very interesting person. I 

treasure the times I would meet Rich and Barb when they were out for a meal at Coral 

Gables or Bob Evans and a chance encounter would turn into a long and fulfilling 

conversation.  

As always through life, we need to keep moving forward and adapting to the future. For 

example, many of you connected to the food pantry have been vaccinated thanks to Bev 

Johnson’s understanding of the health care system and our partnership with the Greater 

Lansing Food Bank. Others are finding their way to vaccination through the various 

signups with health departments, pharmacies and hospital systems. We have begun in 



person worship again with our first Sunday service this past Sunday, February 21st with 

21 in attendance and resumed face to face catechism with Pastor Carl and Craig 

Anderson teaching.  

The St. Paul’s family is adapting to the present and focused on the future. Let’s all work 

together to keep our mission moving forward to feed one another spiritually, to worship 

meaningfully and to reach out to the community through the food pantry and other ways 

to spread God’s love and welcome new members to St. Paul’s.    

 Worship 

MARCH READINGS 

Sunday, March 7h  Sunday, March 14h  

Third Sunday in Lent Forth Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 20:1-17 Numbers 21:4-9  

Psalm 19 Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 Ephesians 2:1-10 

John 2:13-22 John 3:14-21 

 

Sunday, March 21st Sunday, March 28th   

 Fifth Sunday in Lent Palm Sunday  

 Jeremiah 31:31-34 Isaiah 50:4-9a  

 Psalm 51:1-12 Psalm 31:9-16 

 Hebrews 5:5-10 Philippians 2:5-11 

 John 12:20-33 Mark 14:1-15:47 

    

Wednesdays of Lent 

Using Devotional ~ Steadfast Love 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Next Worship Committee meeting ~ Monday, April 22 at 6:30. 

 

 

Weekly Bible Study has MOVED to Thursday Mornings at 10:00 am.  The new 

schedule will begin on the 11th.  No meeting on March 7th.  

Jon Keune will be our leader. The Bible Study has moved facilitate Jon’s schedule and 

daylight saving time. We continue our study on the Book of Galatians. 



Many thanks to Bev Dirkin as she usually sends out an email reminding us of the day 

and time, along with the scripture we will be studying.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Bar Theology is on the fourth Sunday evening at 6:30 pm.  Please join us. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Women's Bible Study 

Our Gather Bible Study will continue with the next ZOOM 

meeting on March 10th at 11:00 a.m.  Mary Ballard will be leading 

our study.  

The Bible features numerous encounters with angels who show 

up on an array of missions, from wielding a sword (Genesis 3:24), to rescuing a child 

(Genesis 22:11-12), to a mass choir singing, “Glory to God in the highest” (Luke 2:14). 

Angels are not a major focus of holy Scripture, nor are they ever mentioned in our 

Christian creeds. Yet they show up with frequently and at pivotal moments in both Old 

and New Testaments. Church Reformer Martin Luther is quoted as saying, “If you picture 

the Bible to be a mighty tree and every word a little branch, I have shaken every one of 

these branches because I wanted to know what it was and what it meant.” 

In Winter 2021, the Rev. Christa von Zychlin will present the four-part study “Journeys 

with angels” in which we will shake those biblical branches, watch for angels and listen 

for God’s calls to action. 

Session topics: 

March: Loneliness, Abandonment and Holy Comfort 

April: Feasting Angels 

The Rev. Christa von Zychlin has served Lutheran churches around the world through 

ELCA Global partnerships. She co-pastors St. Luke Lutheran Church in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico, where she also loves exploring the spirituality of mountains and deserts. 

Please join us! Contact Norma (officemanager@stpaul-el.org) for more information and 

a copy of the Study. 

 Help Wanted 

 

We are in immediate need of Readers and Worship Assistants for both virtual worship 

and in person worship.  Please let Pastor know if you are willing to help. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

mailto:officemanager@stpaul-el.org


 

 

Meijer / Simply Give  

In a letter dated January 25, 2021 Meijer wrote the following: 

“In our continued deep-rooted relief efforts, we will be launching an additional fourth 

campaign in 2021 to help feed hungry families.  The newly added Winter Simply Give 

Campaign will run a total of eight weeks for the dates of Sunday, February 14, 2021, 

through Saturday, April 10, 2021.” 

Double Match Days will continue: 

• During the winter campaign, the Double Match Days will be held on Saturday, 

March 13, 2021, and Saturday, April 3, 2021.  

• For every $10 Simply Give card purchased on these dates, Meijer will provide an 

additional contribution of $20, bringing the total to $30 for a single customer 

purchase. 

• Our partnering Meijer store for this campaign is: 1350 W. Lake Lansing Road 

You must make the purchase of the $10 donation card at this location to benefit 

the St. Paul Food Pantry. 

• Purchases up to $5,000 between the two Doubling Match Days will be matched by 

Meijer up to a maximum donation of $10,000 per pantry/campaign. 

The sole purpose of the Simply Give program is to help our food pantry partners feed 

the growing number of hungry families in the communities we serve.  Meijer is working 

diligently to be good stewards of these generous donations by ensuring they are only 

used to purchase food to stock your shelves. 

Food insecurity continues to be on the rise in the communities we serve, which makes 

our commitment to the cause vital.  Thank you for joining us as we work to help end 

hunger. We couldn’t do this without your support and partnership. 

THANK YOU, MEIJER! 



 Social Outreach & Ministry 

Food Pantry Report  

February 2021 

A total of 93 clients were served during the month of January 2021, 

which meant 31 families were helped.  We are continuing to serve Food 

Pantry clients on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Wednesdays of the month from 

5:30-7:30 p.m. and on the2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  

Thank you to all of our volunteers who help to keep providing this valuable service to 

our clients.  We couldn’t run this program without you. 

St. Paul’s Food Pantry is being included in Meijer’s Winter Simply Giving Program The 

campaign will run from Sunday, 2/14/21, through Saturday, 4/10/21.  We have once 

again been partnered with the Meijer store on Lake Lansing Road.  Double Match 

Days will continue and be held on Saturday, 3/13/21 and Saturday, 4/3/21.  For every 

$10.00 donation card purchased on these dates, Meijer will provide an additional 

contribution of $20.00.  A pantry kit with cards that the congregation can access has 

been set up in the Narthex.  Cards are also available at the Meijer’s store at the end of 

the aisle. 

We also received news from the CEO at the GLFB last week letting us know that the 

board of directors voted to extend free food and shipping through the end of December 

2021.  They encourage us to increase the amount of food that is distributed per 

household to help distribute more pounds of food into the community this year.  Their 

goal is to increase food distribution by 25% in 2021. 

The Food Pantry is still seeking volunteers who are able to work on Thursday 

afternoon pantry distribution days. Please contact Bev Johnson, Char Smith or Tracy 

Collins if you would be able to help out. 

The following is a list of items needed for the Food Pantry which are not available from 

the Greater Lansing Food Bank: 

 Dish Soap Toilet Paper 5# Flour Laundry Soap 

 Paper Towels 4# Sugar Shampoo  Kleenex  

 Cooking Oil Conditioner Deodorant Boxed Salt 

 Catsup Mustard    Syrup Spices  

 Hot Cocoa Mixes Tea Coffee Cereal  

 Baby Shampoo Jell-O  Disposable Razors  

 Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 



 Mark Your Calendars 

 St Paul Happenings for March 2021 

 3 Lenten Bible Study – 7:00 pm 

 7 Pantry Offering 

10 Women’s Bible Study – 11:00 am ZOOM Meeting 

 Lenten Bible Study – 7:00 pm 

13 Meijer Double Match Days – Simply Giving 

17 Lenten Bible Study 

18 Council Meeting 

24 Lenten Bible Study – 7:00 pm 

  Worship Committee Meeting  

28 Palm Sunday 

 Bar Theology  

29 Newsletter Deadline  

 Celebrations 

   Birthdays 

17 Beth Roberts   

30 Kathy Klingensmith   

 Mark Buzzitta   

 
Anniversaries  

 
 27 Lynne & Jim Fortune 

  

  
Please note:  If your birthday or anniversary is NOT listed and it 
should be, we may not have it on file.  If you would like to have 
your day recognized in the future, please let the office know. We apologize for any 
errors that may have occurred, as it was not our intent.  

 

 Thanks 

Heartfelt thanks to all those who offered prayers, sent emails/cards/text messages, and 

brought meals during Rich's illness and after we lost him.  The prayers of others carried 

us through a very dark time, when I found myself too exhausted even to pray. And the 

Lord gave me strength.  I would SO love to come to church now, but as yet have not 



received a vaccination, so I look forward to seeing you all when it feels safe, and I know 

I will cry.  Even seeing the picture and the black ribbon on the church door brought tears. 

Love, Barb 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

A friend of Mary Hoffmann and her daughter Rachel, has donated at their suggestion, 

an instant pot for our church kitchen.  They also wanted everyone to feel free to borrow 

it at anytime, especially if someone were thinking about purchasing one and would like 

the opportunity to try one out first.  It can be found  on the kitchen counter.  Please feel 

welcome to take and use.  Thank you Kari. 

Kay Seppala- Hospitality Committee. 

 

 Reflections 

“FOLLOW ME”  Bev Dirkin 

 

We began the theme “Walking with Jesus” in our worship services this Lent. Jesus knows 

that he is making his last human journey, as he knows what is going to happen to him in 

Jerusalem. The Disciples are walking with him, but have little idea what they will 

encounter. The Disciples are afraid for Jesus because they are aware of the angst that 

Jesus has caused in the religious officials.  They hear the words from Jesus that explain 

what is going to happen, but they have a hard time understanding. So they make the 

journey fearful and unprepared. As the journey unfolds the crowds of people still come 

to get their needs met by Jesus. Some of them may have made the journey with Jesus 

and the Disciples, but most probably did not. 

Then there is you and me. We hear through the Gospels about the journey and the 

ending of Jesus’ time as human. We know about the horrific events of Jesus’ death. It 

seems to me that we have an advantage. We are blessed to see the events that follow 

his human death.  Jesus knew where the journey would end. Since we do too, we can 

focus on his teachings along the way. How important these words and actions are for 

our understanding and action. 

Jesus says many times “Follow me.” He spoke these words to gather his companions in 

this last journey and all of his journeys. He also speaks these words to us. Jesus wants 

us to accompany him as he journeys to the cross. The best part is we don’t have to stay 

at the cross. We can follow him to the Resurrection and beyond. May we live in the joy 

of the Ressurection and live our lives in this hope. We can walk with Jesus and pay 



attention to what he says and does. As Jesus says, “Follow me.” We respond “Yes, Lord, 

we will.” 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Life is like a journey on a train 

with its stations, with changes of routes and with accidents! 

At birth we boarded the train and met our parents, and we believe they will always 

travel on our side. However, at some station our parents will step down from the train, 

leaving us on this journey alone. As time goes by, other people will board the train; and 

they will be significant i.e. our siblings, friends, children, and even the love of our life. 

Many will step down and leave a permanent vacuum. Others will go so unnoticed that 

we don’t realize that they vacated their seats! This train ride will be full of joy, sorrow, 

fantasy, expectations, hellos, goodbyes, and farewells. Success consists of having a 

good relationship with all the passengers…requiring that we give the best of ourselves. 

The mystery to everyone is: We do not know at which station we ourselves will step 

down. So, we must live in the best way – Love, forgive, and offer the best of who we 

are. It is important to do this because when the time comes for us to step down and 

leave our seat empty, we should leave behind beautiful memories for those who will 

continue to travel on the train of life without us. 

I wish you a joyful journey for the coming years on your train 

of life. Reap success, give lots of love and be happy. 

More importantly, be thankful for the journey! 

Lastly, I thank you for being one of the 

passengers on my train! 

~Unknown 

 

 

  



 On the Lighter Side 

                         

 

                                
 
 
 Funny Church Bulletin Announcements 

 

Church office will be closed Monday. Halleluia. Halleluia. 

 

This being Easter Sunday, we will ask Mrs. Lewis to come forward and lay 

an egg on the altar. 

 

Mr. Bradford was elected and has accepted the office of head deacon. We 

could not get a better man. 

 

Thank you Steve, who once again has worked hard to clean the pastor off 

the basement floor. 



 

The ‘Over 60s Choir’ will be disbanded for the summer with the thanks of 

the entire church 

 

The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people 

who are not afflicted with any church. 

 

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our church and community. 

 

Attend and you will hear an excellent speaker and heave a healthy lunch. 

 

A cookbook is being compiled by the ladies of the church. Please submit 

your favorite recipe, also a short antidote for it. 

 

The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and 

gracious hostility. 

 

Life groups meet on Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM for food, fun, and 

fellowwhipping. 

 

The missionary from Africa speaking at Calvary Memorial Church in 

Racine: Name: Bertha Belch. Announcement: "Come tonight and hear 

Bertha Belch all the Way from Africa." 

 

Ushers will eat latecomers. 

 

Hymns of Praise . . . and Giggles 

 

Hymn: I Need Three Every Hour 

 

Hymn of Response: Crown Him With Many Cows 

 

Visitors are asked to sing their names at the church entrance. 

 

Stewardship Offertory: "Jesus Paid It All" 

 

 



March 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

28 
 

10:00 AM – In Person 
Worship   

 
  6:30 PM - - Evening Bar  

Theology Hour 

 

1 
  

 

 

2 

 

3 
 5:30 PM - Pantry Dist 

 

7:00 pm – Lenten 
Devotion and hymns 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

6 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

7 

PANTRY OFFERING 

 
10:00 AM – In Person 

Worship   
  
 

 

8 

  

  

 

 

9   

 

10  

11:00 AM - Women’s 
Bible Study on ZOOM 

 

7:00 pm – Lenten 
Devotion and hymns 

 

11 

10:00 am – Galatians 
Bible Study 

 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

 

12 

 

13 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

14 

 
10:00 AM – In Person 

Worship   
 

 

  

15 
  

 

 

16 

 

 

17 

 

5:30 PM Pantry Dist. 

 

7:00 pm – Lenten 
Devotion and hymns 

 

18 

10:00 am – Galatians 
Bible Study 

 

7:00 PM Council Meeting 

 

 

19 
 

20 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

 

21 
 

10:00 AM –In Person 
Worship   

 
 

22 
6:30 - Worship 

Committee Meeting 

 

 

23 

 

 

24 
7:00 pm – Lenten 

Devotion and hymns 

 

 

25 

10:00 am – Galatians 
Bible Study 

26 

 
 

27 
Worship 

Facebook & 
You Tube 

 

28 

 
10:00 AM – In Person 

Worship   
Palm Sunday 

  
6:30 PM - Evening Bar  

Theology Hour 

29 

NEWSLETTER 

DEADLINE 

 

30  

 

1:00-4:00 PM- Pantry 
Dist. 

 

31 

 

5:30 PM - Pantry Dist 

 

April 1 

 
 10:00 am – Galatians 

Bible Study 

 
Maundy Thursday  

 

 

2  
 

 
Good Friday 

3 

Worship 
Facebook & 
You Tube 

 



 

 

Our Purpose: Feeding God’s people both inside and outside while listening to what the people need. 


