
A WORD FROM PASTOR JOHN 

Giving financially to the mission and work of 

the church is not glamorous.  As a friend of 

mine in the congregation says, “It’s block and 

tackle work.”  You’re going to get some dirt 

under your nails in the process.  It has to 

involve intentionality – of sitting down with 

your budget and figuring out what God is 

calling you to do.  It’s going to involve looking 

at your priorities and what’s really important to you.  It’s going 

to mean having to say “no” to some things, even some needful 

things, in order to say “yes” to God’s work among us for the 

sake of the world.   
 

Some things we get for free, or at least that’s our perception—

such as a good public education, social services, etc.  Maybe we 

think the church is subsidized like the schools—that we get 

money to do church from some outside entity.  We don’t.  This 

isn’t Norway. The financial resources you put each week in the 

offering plate are all we have to convert into ministry and 

mission—nothing more.  Which is why it’s important for you to 

give—so God’s work can get done in this world through our 

hands. 
 

It doesn’t take much thought to throw in a ten or twenty dollar 

bill on occasion.  Maybe it even assuages someone’s conscience 

to do that.  But it takes work to put a regular percentage of your 

household income into the offering plate each month—especially 

when you’re faced with other financial obligations.  I understand 

that. 
 

I think sometimes talk of our financial stewardship gets messed 

up with all sorts of spiritual language.  We talk of stewardship as 

the giving of our time, talents and possessions.  That’s all fine 

and well.  It’s true—God wants us to offer all we have in praise 

and worship of him.  But let me here be very concrete.  I’m 

talking about money.  I’m talking about it because Jesus talked 

about it.  Sixteen out of thirty-eight parables Jesus told 

concerned money and possessions.  One in ten verses in the 

Gospels (288 in all) deal directly with money.  And while the 

Bible offers 500 verses on prayer and even fewer on faith, more 

than 2,000 verses deal with money and possessions.  Seems Jesus 

thought our attitude toward money was pretty serious. 

 

You need to know that the extent to which you give to the 

church is the extent to which we can do ministry; it’s the extent 

to which we can further God’s mission in the world, and extend 

God’s kingdom of light into the dark recesses of the world 

around us.  Your money = ministry and mission.  Sometimes 

you can throw money at something and nothing positive 

happens—no traction is generated and it seems there’s just a lot 

of waste and mismanagement.  I can tell you that at First of 

Richmond Beach that is not the case.  Your money translates 

directly into ministry. 
 

Look—we have a great God, the maker of heaven and earth, the 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us all we have.  

When we give back to God we shouldn’t cut corners.  We are 

called to give God the best—real things and good things, the best 

we can give, not hand-me-downs or leftovers.  And that’s a good 

thing because our God is not cheap with us, but gave the life of 

his own Son.  God gives us the best—God gives us himself!   
 

You have a lot of causes that beg for your charitable 

contributions.  But you need to know that only the church does 

what we do—no social agency—no other non-profit.  No one! 

The church is where we: 

 invite people to discover a confident faith in Jesus, 

 equip people with a real faith that works in real life, and  

 send out literally hundreds of ambassadors and servants to 

do as Jesus did – and that is to touch, and bring healing and 

wholeness and hope to a broken and hurting and sorry 

world.    
 

My friends, consider today all that God has done for you—how 

he has loved you, given you his Word to guide you, his grace to 

forgive and redeem you, his Spirit to empower and comfort you, 

his abiding presence to fill you and give you hope.  Are you 

giving your best to God—are you being generous with your 

financial giving?   
 

We give God our best when we give to our congregation as it 

strives to accomplish all the ministry we believe God is calling us 

to be about.   

     —Pastor John 
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SAVE THE DATE 

FLRB Annual Meeting - Sunday - June 3, 2018  - 11:45 am (Nursery Available) 

The business on the agenda includes voting on the 2018-2019 budget, electing new Council Members, reviewing and approving our 

Semi-Annual and Annual Meeting Minutes, and reviewing and voting on the Constitutional Revisions.  We will also receive reports 

on this past year’s ministry and look ahead to next year. 
 

Copies of the budget will be in the Annual Report which will be available in the church lobby beginning Sunday, May 27th. 
 

There will also be Constitutional Review Forums on Sunday, May 27th at 11:45 am and Tuesday,  May 29th at 7:00 pm if you 

would like to learn more about the proposed Constitutional Revisions.  Copies of the proposed Constitution will be available at the 

Hospitality Desk. 



CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY 

Tillamook Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip:  July 22nd 29th  
Every year we take a group of youth (entering 7th grade through 12th grade) down to Tillamook OR to help Habitat for 
Humanity. Both Habitat and the church we stay at are always excited to have us. We do a variety of service work for both 
Habitat and the church. This is a great opportunity for youth to live out their faith in service. We spend the week not only 
serving but talking about why we serve and what God teaches us about service. Then on Saturday we spend a fun day in 
Seaside and Cannon Beach. We attend worship at the host church on Sunday.   

All youth are encouraged to go at least once.    Cost: $300 

Flathead Bible Camp Wilderness Servant Trip 
This summer 7 youth and 2 adults will be heading to Montana to work with the wilderness service. The youth will be 
spending time in God’s creation while clearing trails. Please keep the group in your prayers.  
 

Please pray… That the youth may see God in all that happens during the trip.   For safe travels. 

EVBS is at FLRB 
Dates: July 16th-19th Monday-Thursday 

Time: 9:00 AM- 12:30 PM 

Cost: $20 for the first child $15 for each additional  

$50 max family  
(Registration includes a t-shirt for each child  

and a CD for each family)  

Visit www.flrb.org to register 
 

Pre-Kindergarten - 3rd Grade 
Kids entering Kindergarten - leaving 3rd grade. Rotation 
based curriculum highlights a daily scripture… 
  

4th-6th Grade Outreach 
Kids finishing 4th - 6th Grade. This group actively shares 
their faith out in our community by participating in 
community service projects, as well as exploring daily 
Scripture.  

Preschool Program 
A self-contained program 
(3 & 4yr. olds) with the 
same components as the 
school-aged group, but in a 
classroom environment. 
Each child needs to have a 
designated volunteer 

(parent, grandparent, nanny or friend). 
 

Nursery Care offered free for newborns through 2 
years of age for parents of on-site volunteers only. 
(No Fee for the Nursery) 
 

Scholarships  

Please include a scholarship request with your 
registration.  
No family will be turned away! 

FLRB PRESCHOOL AND KINDERGARTEN 

Registration for Fall 2018: Hard to believe—but it’s time to register for the fall of 2018.  In-House and 
Congregational Registration started January 29th. If you are interested in more information or would like a 
tour, please call Kären  in the school office.  We will again have classes for 2 1/2 year olds through 
Kindergarten.  Join us for our 47th year… Please tell your friends and neighbors as well! 

HOPELINK END SUMMER HUNGER 

End Summer Hunger is Hopelink’s grassroots effort to ensure that kids on summer break have enough to eat when meals 
at school are not available. The annual campaign brings together local businesses, organizations, schools and individuals 
to raise funds to provide supplemental food for kids who qualify for free and reduced-price breakfasts and lunches during 
the school year.  Donations help offset increasing demand at Hopelink’s five food banks during the summer months.  This 
program is a resource for some of the same students that rely on FLRB’s Backpack Kids Program during the school year! 
For more information on how to help, visit:   https://www.hopelink.org/take-action/end-summer-hunger 

Summer JaM 
Join us for Jesus and Music this summer!!! This is a great time for kids to grow together in faith, sing songs and learn 
music basics. Summer JaM is for kids 3 years-6th grade. It will be for 6 weeks. July 25th – August 29th. Please talk to 
Terry Baird or Joel Bevington for more information. 



Writers’ Group 
The Writers Group meets on the first and third Thursday of 
each month. Even if you don’t write, you’re welcome to 
attend and hear the writers read their work.  Arrive 
between 11:30am and noon. Bring a sack lunch. 
Adjournment is typically about 2pm The writers are a 
diverse group… some write children’s stories, others write 
poems or memoirs, some writing is fiction, some non-
fiction… it’s always a surprise.  Questions? Contact Marian 
Schroedl: 206-533-8994 or marian_ps_mo@frontier.com 

InAsMuch Quilters 
During the summer, we work from 9am-12pm on selected 
Tuesdays in the Fellowship Hall, with a break for prayer, 
coffee and goodies at 10am.  

SPIRITUAL FORMATION & FELLOWSHIP 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

May 30   
 6:00 pm Talent Show & Volunteer 

Appreciation Dinner 
 

May 27   
 Summer worship begins: 
 9:00 am Classic Worship  
 10:30 am Praise Worship 
 

May 28 - Memorial Day 
 Church Office Closed 

June 3 
 11:30 pm Annual Meeting  
 

June 10   
 Confirmation Sunday 
 Graduation Celebration 
 Bible Presentation 
 Cross Dedication 
 

 

 

July 4 - Independence Day 
 Church Office Closed 
 
July 16-19 
 9:00 am-12:30 pm Ecumenical 

Vacation Bible School    
 

July 22-29 
 Tillamook Youth Mission Trip  

Groups taking a break during the summer: 
Word Of Life, Mary-Martha Circle, and Women’s Bible 
Bunch. 

CARING MINISTRIES 

Oberammergau Passion Play 2020 
Pastor John is putting together a tour of Classical Europe 
from June 28-July 8, 2020 to Germany, Hungary, Slovakia, 
and the Czech Republic. They will be attending the Passion 
Play in Oberammergau that happens only every ten years. 
See Pastor John for more details or pick up a brochure in 
the church office. 

Care Teams Have Started 
In April, a wonderful group of caring people from FLRB got together to share their hearts and interests in serving/helping 
God’s people. It was heartwarming to share why we serve, how we can serve and enjoy serving, and reaching out to those 
people who need a little help, for a little while.   
 

Over 30 people have signed up, giving us enough people to care or decline when there is a need. There was enthusiasm for 
including kids, youth and adults too. It’s not too late to join this team effort. Cathy has a spreadsheet with names, emails 
and interests/strengths. Your gift might be doing yard work, making a meal, driving people to appointments, praying, or 
using your own special gift. Thank you for all who came…and it is an honor to support those of you who have a need.  If 
you know of someone with a need, put a request on the pew card and turn it into the office, Pastor John or Cathy Thomas 
(Parish Nurse). 

Prayer Teams  
Did you know there are people in our church who dedicate their time to pray for your specific needs?  Our Prayer Chain 
members are available 24/7 (email) to lift specific people’s needs to our Lord…who hears our cries and our 
delights!  These prayers are confidential, and if desired they are published in the church Navigator.  For highly confidential 
prayer concerns, the Prayer Cord is available.   If you would like to be a member of our prayer chain, contact Cathy 
Thomas, RN, Parish Nurse and/or if you would like to submit a prayer request, you can tell Cathy, write on a pew card or 
email nurse@flrb.org  

Who is missing?  
Look around the pews near you…is someone who used to sit near you not there? Is there someone you usually see in Bible 
Study or sharing a cup of coffee in the Fellowship Hall absent? I so appreciate when I’m told about a member or family 
that hasn’t been attending so we can follow up and bring “church” to them, or lend a hand. You matter, and they matter! I 
look forward to hearing from you! Cathy Thomas, RN, Parish Nurse 
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Summer Worship Schedule (begins May 27) 
9:00 am Classic Worship 

10:30 am Praise Worship 
 

The church office will be closed 5/28 & 7/4 

WORSHIP TIMES 

Social Media, Website, Newsletter 
Follow us on Facebook             Visit our website:  flrb.org 
 

If you would like to receive the weekly e-mail 

newsletter or would like to receive our seasonal 

Beachcomber newsletter electronically, please 

contact office@flrb.org 

STAY CONNECTED 

First Lutheran Richmond Beach 

 flrb.org will take you to an online donation page where 

you can make one-time contributions or setup recurring 

payments. 

 The GIVE+ app for iPhone or Android allows the same giving 
options as our website.   

 Bill-pay from your bank: Do you already pay your cable and 

phone bills through your bank? Add us as a payee and they 

will send us a check when you want to contribute. 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

“Through Generosity We Change Lives”  
On Generosity Sunday, March 18, 2018, First Lutheran of 

Richmond Beach took a big step in securing support for our 

current missions.  We asked our church family to do two things: 

formalize gift plans with a pledge and increase giving by 10%. 
 

42% of those families that gave to First Lutheran in the last year 

submitted a commitment card. The giving for those that pledged 

increased by an average of 15%. Wow, what a wonderful show of 

generosity. 
 

For those that have not already completed a commitment card, 

they can be found at the Hospitality desk and returned in any 

Sunday offering or directly to the church’s business office. Should 

you have any giving status questions, you may contact Karen 

Ewing in our church office. 

WAYS TO GIVE 

ASSET MAPPING 

An Abundance of "Assets" 
We often start with the problems or the deficits and are defeated 

before our dreams or visions take shape. That's why we at FLRB 

have been "asset-mapping" a process of identifying what our 

members see as opportunities for ministry that they would like to 

help make happen.   We started the process by asking: What are the 

assets we have in our 1. Facilities, 2. Our members, 3. Our Local 

Community?    And then which of those assets would you like to 

work with others to help God's "kingdom to come, on earth"? 

Interested in learning more?  Contact the Stewardship Team. 


