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Two new teachers
join the faculty

Prema Rangachary
receives two awards

Vidya Vanam
celebrates its 10th
anniversary with a
programme in
Coimbatore

Vidya Vanam’ students
perform at Shanti
Ashram’s Peace
Conference and Bharathi
Park Ladies Association

SCHOOL
EVENTS
The school opened with a series of
workshops for our teachers: theatre in the
classroom by Samyuktha PC; maths through
origami by Praveen KS; and Integrating
Culture and Language in the Classroom by
Mathangi Krishnamurthy.
Vidya Vanam’s faculty saw the addition of
three new teachers: Ms R. Rekha, MPhil,

Workshop: In Mathematics by Praveen KS

Bed; and Mr Sarbamit Chowdhury for
senior school science; and Ms Veda
Vinnarasi, BA, Bed for English. We welcome
them and hope they have a long and fruitful
association with the school.
The second leg of the IGCSE exams was
completed on June 15. Seventeen children
wrote this exam. The first batch of Std X
students passed all the exams. The current
Std X passed the three papers that they took
and will complete the rest in January 2018.
The school has organised Science, Maths,

Peer Learning: By the children; for the children

Social Science, Languages and Arts Clubs.
Students from these clubs take turns to
conduct programmes every morning for half
an hour for the middle and senior school.
The students of Std X conducted an intraschool quiz involving Stds VI, VII, VIII, and
IX. They divided these classes into mixed
groups and helped them with preparing for
the quiz.
Peer learning got a fillip this term when the
Std X students conducted seminars on
science topics for the students of Std IX.

Training programme for teachers from Gudalur

10 YEARS OF
VIDYA VANAM
The junior school annual day was held on
July 27 at the school premises in Anaikatti.
The chief guest Mrs. Vasantha
Lakshminarayanan, Board Member of the
Bhuvana Foundation. Students from
kindergarten to std V performed a variety of
dances, skits, and plays. Of special note was
a mime on the need to save forests, a
humorous Tamil play the Jhummar dance of

Dance drama depicting the life of Avvaiyar

Assam and the Virginia Reel. The audience
comprising the parents and invited guests
were very appreciative of the performances.
2017 marks the 10th year of the school’s
existence. To celebrate this anniversary, the
school celebrated with a grand Annual Day
function held in the PSG College of
Technology. The performances by students
from Std VI to X covered a wide range.
Dances included one from Sri Lanka, the
Russian Bereska, the sailor dance from the
comic opera HMS Pinafore; a
Bharatanatyam dance drama based on Tamil

Scene from Merchant of Venice

poet Inquilab’s work on Avvai; the famous
courtroom scene from Shakespeare’s
Merchant of Venice; an English play The
House Next Door among others. The finale
was a play in the Irula dialect and Tamil
based on the Tamil epic Silappathikaram,
which was received with much applause.

Folk dance, the Virginia Reel

ACHIEVEMENTS

Vidya Vanam’s director Prema Rangachary received two awards: Mahila Ratna Award for her
Outstanding Contribution to Society in the field of Education given by the Bharathi Park Ladies
Association, Coimbatore; and Woman Achiever award conferred by the Thrissur Obstetric and
Gynaecological Association.
She was also a delegate at two conferences on education: one in Chennai Children’s Garden School, to
celebrate its 80th Founder’s Day, and the second held in Bengaluru by RV Education Consortium. In
the first, she spoke about Impact of examination oriented system on overall development of students.
In the second, she explored the good, bad and ugly sides of teacher narratives.

Vidya Vanam’s students were
invited to perform at the
International Peace Conference
held at Shanti Ashram Coimbatore.
Prema Rangachary was honoured
for her work in education and
spoke about how the methodology
of Vidya Vanam was evolved.

Vidya Vanam has been designated as the resource centre for
training teachers from the government-run bridge schools and
courses for dropouts in Attapadi district of Kerala. The first batch
of 50 teachers has completed 17 sessions of training including
methodology, philosophy of education and child psychology.
Another 100 teachers will be trained in the subsequent terms.
Vidya Vanam has initiated a teacher-training programme for those
working in the villages around Gudalur in association with
Vidyodaya Viswabharati.

