NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2017

HIGHLIGHTS
Students of Std X clear the first leg of the EdExcel IGCSE
exams and take the Tamil Nadu State Board Std. X public
exams as private candidates
Seven students won prizes at various events conducted
by the Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural
History
Vidyavanam won an award for the Best Contribution to
Environmental Conservation and Awareness from the
Nature Conservation Society of Coimbatore
Visitors to the school in the third term included wellknown activist Kavita Krishnan, eminent educationist
Vibha Parthasarathi, delegations from Bishop Appasamy
College, Coimbatore and RVS College, Coimbatore
A lec-dem by Sinam Singh Basu and his troupe of
Manipuri dancers organised by SPIC MACAY

Honours
The Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History had conducted a host of
competitions for schools to celebrate its Silver Jubilee. Vidya Vanam’s students came home
with a clutch of prizes. Keerthana of Aravalli (Std VIII) won the first prize for Tamil poetry in
the Junior category. Karthika of Hima (Std X) won the second prize for Tamil poetry in the
Senior category; Manav of Hima (Std X) won the third prize for bird watching; Manav and
Abhiijeet of Vindhya (Std IX) won the first prize in the quiz competition; Prashanth of Vindhya
(Std IX) won the third prize for Tamil elocution; Prakash of Nilgiris (Std VII) won the second
prize for drawing. The teachers were not far behind. Preethi Mahalingam, the Chemistry
teacher, won a prize for Tamil essay writing.
Vidya Vanam’s efforts in creating awareness about the need for conservation were
recognised by the Nature Conservation Society of Coimbatore in the NCS-Eco Awards 201617. The school was among the top 10 green campuses chosen by the society.

Exam Fever
The first batch of Vidya Vanam’s Std X students gave the first lot of the EdExcel IGCSE exams
in January 2017. When the results were declared in March, all the children had not just passed
but had done extremely well too. But they had no time to rest on their laurels. Within a week,
they took the Tamil Nadu State Std X Board exams and are currently preparing for the second
leg of the EdExcel IGCSE exams in June.

Visitors
Students and teachers from Bishop Appasamy College and RVS College visited the school to
study the Vidya Vanam methodology. Bishop Appasamy College invited our art teachers
Somnath Hazra and Baisakhi Mehatori to do an art workshop for their students.
A group of parents and teachers from the Vidyodaya School from Gudalur visited the school to
learn the Montessori method implemented in kindergarten.
Sridevi Subramaniam of Koodam conducted a storytelling workshop for middle school
students. She had prepared stories that relate to the children’s environment. Sridevi described
the experience as “two hours of fun, learning and understanding; spent wonderfully with the
alert, open and young minds interacting through stories and activities.

Kavita Krishnan, the well-known activist, interacted with the children and teachers. “The
atmosphere is refreshingly different from the oppressive atmosphere of fear and submissiveness
found in other schools. One impression that I got was that it isn’t only children doing the learning
here; the teachers are also learning and growing.”
Eminent educationist Vibha Parthasarthy, who founded Sardar Patel Vidyalaya, Delhi, was another
visitor. “The children are obviously enjoying their time here, their future being sculpted with holistic
education.”
Sinam Singh Basu led a Manipuri dance troupe to showcase this ancient dance form. After a lecdem, he got the children to dance with him and members of his group. The visit was organised by
SPICMACAY.

Voices
Manoj M from Aravalli (Std VIII)
"Manipuri dance is a traditional dance from Manipur. In the 1950s, Bharatnatyam, Kuchipudi,
Kathakali, and Manipuri were the only classical dances. Manipuri was usually danced in temples.
The group that came to our school was led by Sinam Singh Basu. One performer danced the
‘Dasavatharam’ or the ten avatars of Vishnu. I liked the Narasimha avataram.
Another dancer performed with the drums. This was called called ‘Pung Cholom’. It was so dramatic.
I loved the way the flute was played as an accompaniment. Vasantha Leela and the peacock dance
were among the other items that they showed us. Some students learnt the basic steps and their
names. I don’t know about others but I enjoyed the fabulous performance."

Support Vidya Vanam and its work by donating on
www.milaap.org/fundraisers/Vidyavanam

