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Vidya Vanam 2007—2015. A barren piece of land (2007) now
has 284 different varieties of plants trees and shrubs.

Highlights of 1st and 2nd Term







Vanamahotsav was celebrated to respect and honor the trees
and vegeta on in and around Vidya Vanam.
Construc on of the new Science block began September 2015
and completed January 2016.
Students completed field trips to Mysore and Sriranga‐
patna
Two students were honored for their essays on ecology and
conserva on
Prema Rangachary was honored by the Times of India for her
leadership in educa on of tribal and underprivileged children
Pankaj Sekhsaria was the honored chief guest for Project Day

India Independence Day and Sports Day August 15th 2015
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As always, Vidya Vanam’s sports day was held on August 15, 2015. This year, our Chief Guest
was Mr. V. Baskaran, former captain of the Indian hockey team that won the gold at the 1980
Olympics. A er the march past, the whole school assembled before the flagpole. Once the
chief guest hoisted the tricolour, the children sang thaayin mani kodi and then took the oath.
As it was also India’s independence day, the children presented a tableau featuring the lead‐
ers of Indian independence such as Subramania Bharathi, Dr. Ambedkar, Lakshmi Sehgal,
Mahatma Gandhi and Rabindranath Tagore. Once the cultural events were over, Mr. Baska‐
ran declared the sports meet open.
The junior school had its turn first with events
like Car Race, Build A Tower/Flagpole, I Too Can
Spell, Balloon Blast, Crab Race, Sack Race, Tug
of War, and Burrowing Bunny. There was also
a Yoga demonstra on by the Krishna group.
Then the senior school took centre‐stage.
First was the aerobics drill by the girls. Then
came events like 100m, 200m & 300m races;
the hurdles & relay races; shot pu & javelin
throws; fitness relays and Kabbadi . Mr.
Baskaran was all praise for the children’s
enthusiasm and commitment. He commend‐
ed the teachers for pu ng up such a grand
display and said that he had never a ended a
sports day that showcased such a variety of
spor ng disciplines.
Mr. Baskaran also gave an interview to
Archana of Vindhya group and Rishikesh of
Aravalli group. He spoke of his rural upbring‐
ing in an agricultural family in Tiruvannamalai
and of how his father inspired him. While his
most memorable moment as player was, of

course, winning the Olympic Gold, he coached the Indian team that was the runner‐up in
the 2002 Asian Games. In a light‐hearted rapid‐fire, he answered ques ons about his favour‐
ite actor (Kamal Haasan); favourite food (idli & chutney) and favourite sportspersons outside
hockey (Roger Federer and Sachin Tendulkar).

Page 4
Project Day November 28th 2015
Every year, Vidya Vanam picks a theme and uses it to show how all subjects are interlinked.
So whether it is science, math, social science or languages, teaching is centred on one theme
and the learning from this is the focus of Project Day in the second term. This year the theme
was Forests. The children of Grade 6, 7, 8 &9 visited the Salim Ali Centre for Natural History
and Ornithology on October 31 & November 7, as part of the prepara on for project day and
to integrate their learning into the models that they planned to display.
The project day opened with a dance recital by the students. The dance was choreographed
to depict the story of The Man Who Planted Trees .Wri en in French by Jean Giono, this is
story of one shepherd's long , successful and
singlehanded eﬀort to reforest a desolate val‐
ley in the foothills of the Alps in Provence,
France in the first half of the 20th century.
The tale is short—only about 4000 words long
but relevant to our lives today.
Choreographed to Bharatanatyam style, the
dance depicted how barren land can be saved
and trees made to bloom(see picture on Page
1 of the changes in Vidya Vanam Campus).
This was followed by a debate on the topic:
Development at what cost? Two groups of students from the Nilgiri and Aravalli group took
the for and against posi ons and conducted a spirited but disciplined argument on the
pros and cons of development. Dr. Pankaj Sekhsaria, a well‐known environmentalist who
has worked in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and the chief guest for the day,
applauded the students for bringing forth diﬀerent views on how resources should be
managed.
Dr. Sekhsaria then formally inaugurated Project Day and spent over two hours quizzing the
students, listening to and cha ng with them. The children also brought out two newspapers
— one in English and one in Tamil — that brought out the importance of the local ecology
and how this shapes our understanding of India. The newspaper can be accessed on Vidya
Vanam’s website and on h ps://ruralindiaonline.org/ar cles/a‐newspaper‐from‐the‐forest‐
of‐learning/
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Performance of Music and Dance by Vidya Vanam
October—November was a very exci ng month for the arts.
October and November were
very exci ng months for the
arts. On October 24, children of
grade 7 sang along with Vidwan
T.M. Krishna for the album re‐
lease of Mu uswami Dikshitar’s
No usvaras. The event took
place in Coimbatore at a packed
auditorium. The No usvaras
are, perhaps, the earliest
a empts of fusion between
South Indian Carna c Music and
Western Classical music. Mu uswami Dikshitar, a famous composer of Carna c music lived in
Chennia near the Bri sh army garrisons and was exposed to their mar al tunes. He recon‐
structed the elements of the music and wrote Sanskrit krithis (lyrics) called No usvaras.
These 35 songs were sung by Vidya Vanam’s students along with T. M. Krishna. Dr. Sudha Raja
con‐ducted the choir. Due to the overwhelming response, the students performed again in
Chen‐nai two weeks later to an even larger audience.

In November, Vidya Vanam’s students were
asked to perform at the inaugura on of the
24th session of the Na onal Indian History
Congress held at Kumaraguru College, Co‐
imbatore. The children performed one of
their favourite pieces: the Spinach Dance
that depicts the many quali es of the
diﬀerent varie es of spinach grown around
Annaika . Prema Rangachary was feted for
her passionate support of educa on for
tribal and underprivileged students.
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Science block is completed and ready to occupy
Thanks to the eﬀorts of our board
and the support of our donors, the
science block was completed on me
and on budget. The four-room block
is designed to house chemistry, biolo‐
gy and physics laboratories. We are
now in the process of fi ng the
chemistry laboratories with all the
equipment to make it func onal by
the end of the academic year.

Field Trips— Mysore and More
There was a buzz in the school on August 19, especially among Vindhya and Aravalli groups.
They were going for their first‐ever field trip to Mysore. The first stop was the house of R.K.
Narayan, the well‐known author of Malgudi Days and Guide. However, the students’ were
disappointed at the dilapidated state. They had heard and read the Malgudi stories and
wondered why the house of such a famous writer could not be preserved properly as a me‐
morial. The next stop was the Mysore Zoo, and then the Mysore Maharaja’s palace. Now a
museum, the palace showcased the royal lifestyle during the 1700s through the clothes and
jewellery. The intricate carvings and designs on the doors enchanted the children.
On the second day, the children visited the Jagmohan Palace art gallery. A er spending a
couple of hours admiring the artworks, the children shopped in the stalls around the
grounds. The next halt was Srirangapatna on the river Cauvery, Tipu Sultan’s summer palace
and his tomb. The children gathered a lot of informa on on the man who played a vital role
in shaping the history of South India.

Trip to Salim Ali Center
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The students of Vidya Vanam are very fortunate to have the Salim Ali Centre close to
the school. The Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON) came into be‐
ing in 1990, at the beginning of the decade that set the twin issues of conserva on of biodi‐
versity and its sustainable use in the agenda for global ac on. The richness of India’s biodi‐
versity and its rapid erosion in the last few decades need no telling. Most ecosystems have
been degraded, fragmented and depleted to an extent that their conserva on requires in‐
tense and informed management.
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Dr. Sálim Ali in the last years of his life was more convinced than ever that con‐
serva on in India would be fu le exercise unless it also conferred benefits to the people who
bear the costs of conserva on. In the 1980s, his eﬀorts were on establishing an ins tu on,
which would take up the challenging task of developing exper se and knowledge in conserva‐
on.
Dr. Pramod, a senior scien st at the Centre, is a frequent visitor to the school. The students
visit the centre as part of their biology program and have a direct exposure to the fauna and
flora of the region. In addi on, they go on trips and iden fy the many birds of the region and
their migratory pa erns.
Their visits to SACON have also given them an understanding of the close interac on be‐
tween biology and the use of the plants. The spinach dance (previous page) is one such ex‐
ample. They have learnt about the diﬀerent plants in the school campus and their next pro‐
ject is to label them all to understand how these trees and shrubs play a role in the ecosys‐
tem.
There is a close interac on between the biology of the plants and what the children bring in
to the discussion on the use of the plants. The spinach dance (previous page) is one such in‐
terac on. They have learnt about the diﬀerent plants in the school campus and their next
project is to label them all for us to understand how these trees and shrubs play a role in the
ecosystem.

Faculty Trip to Santiniketan

Twenty members of the staﬀ took a trip to visit the beau ful center begun by Rabindranath
Tagore to inculcate the value of art in one’s life. Arun, one of our art teachers, is a San niket‐
an graduate and was able to guide the teachers and talk about how the centre influenced his
personal development. The Viswabharati University, the, cra centre at Sriniketan and the
outdoor classrooms of Pata Bhavan were all points of interest. They also visited the cra s
mela organized and run by the students of Viswabhara University and its prin ng unit. They
heard the Baul singers perform and experienced the atmosphere of art, cra and beauty that
was evident in every street in San niketan.

Awards and recogni on of students and faculty
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Chithra’s journey in Vidya
Vanam excerpted from an
ar cle in “The Hindu”,
September 2015.
“For many years, nobody in my
village knew me,” says V.
Chithra . She was, in their eyes,
just another brick kiln worker.
It was, a er all, the only job
available in Thekkalur (a village
in the 24 Veera Pandi Panchayat,
near Coimbatore). Agriculture
had collapsed; nobody dared cul‐
vate the land, as hungry ele‐
phant herds roamed the area and destroyed ready‐to‐harvest crops.
And so for nearly three years, Chithra — who had studied up to std. 10th — spent her days
standing around a table with six other people, under a le‐roofed shed, making 2050 bricks
a day. When the bricks were removed from the mould, she made hundreds of trips from
the table to another shed where the bricks were stacked, carrying one wet brick on her
head, and one in each hand. Eight years ago, this hard labour fetched her Rs.150 a day.
She doesn’t know the going rate now. That’s because Chithra is now a teacher. And back in
her village, people don’t just know her; they respect her. Chithra’s journey from the brick
kilns to the classroom was made possible because of Vidya Vanam, Now, she is a second
year student of B.A. Music, at Annamalai University. Chithra’s talent was spo ed by
Rangachary, an educa onist and Carna c musician. She encouraged her to take a degree in
music. When she graduates, Chithra will probably be the only person from her community
with a degree in classical music.
And Chithra is determined to succeed. Rangaswamy, Chithra’s husband, is also a kiln work‐
er. But, with mechanisa on, the demand for human labour is going down. “He’s not had
much luck recently and is out of a job. It is my income that feeds the family.” Thekkalur vil‐
lage is just 1.5km from Anaika . But Chithra, clearly, has travelled a long way.

Vidya Vanam students par cipated in an English
essay compe on organized by the Niligiri Bio‐
sphere Park. The topic was Environment and
Conserva on. Archana of Grade 9 and Pavin Ku‐
mar of Grade 8 won the 2nd and 7th prizes re‐
spec vely from among 30 contestants from
diﬀerent schools across Coimbatore. All con‐
testants received par cipa on cer ficates from
Dr Santhana Krishnan, Dean Research, Krish‐
nammal College on October 16th 2015.

Vidya Vanam's director Prema Rangachary fea‐
tured in a coﬀee‐table book “Angels of Change”
published by the Times of India Coimbatore.
The book features 15 prominent women in
the city of Coimbatore who have contributed
to the growth of educa on and pioneered
change.

List of Visitors to the school
Nalini Sankar, Australia
Aparna Karthikeyan, Mumbai
Paavendan, Professor, Tamilnadu Agriculture University, Coimbatore
Uma & Karthik Narayan, Chennai
Jim Brickell, Jay Brickell & Kamala Saha, Global Pathways School, Podanur
Kajari Bharadwaj, Pearson EDEXCEL
Viola Krishnamani, Scholarius
Namita Waikar, PARI, Pune
Krishnaswamy (Kichami), Chennai
Gopalkrishna Gandhi, Chennai
Gnani, author, social ac vist and theatre person, Chennai

TJS George, author & journalist, Bangalore
Pankaj Sekhsaria, Environmentalist & Author, Pune
K. Rajiv, Chennai
R. G. Mishra, Chennai
D. Renuka, Hopes School, Coimbatore
Lavanya Prasad, Storyteller, Bangalore
G. Gurusankar and D. Gurumurthy, Singapore & Udumalpet
M.R. Yoganand, Consul ng Engineer, Bangalore
T. Balachandran, Ellowrah Construc on, Coimbatore
Lisha Das Sivadasan, Teach For India Fellow, Chennai
Sucharita Ranganathan, Chennai
Gauri Subramani, USA

