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Opening of the new
school block by Mr.
Balaguruswami,who was
also chief guest for
Sports Day
Holding of the first TED
youth talk at Vidya Va‐
nam in December
Project Day on the rivers
of India ‐ event inaugu‐
rated by Gopal Gandhi
Received accreditation
for open basic education
and vocational stream











The school has 249 children enrolled
A new middle school class added—Ganga group
Teacher strength now at 19
Received accreditation from National open school cur‐
riculum
Formal audit of the school’s activities were performed
and assessed by Sociology Dept. of Indian Institute of
Technology
Ornithological award for Manav
Rahul and Kanya were interviewed by radio Mirchi a lo‐
cal radio station with the discussion on why they like
Vidya Vanam
Celebration of Gandhi Jayanthi and the visit of Mr. Aru‐
mugaswami

Profile of Divya— interview with Sara
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When I first started teaching at Vidya Vanam in June
2012, I instantly noticed P. Divya’s commitment to her
education—both in academic subjects and extracur‐
riculars. Divya is often chosen to participate in dance
and musical performances that are generally filled
with students from the Ganga and Krishna groups; but
her artistic talents shine through strongly, allowing
her to perform with Vidya Vanam’s eldest two classes.
Divya is now 11 years old, and has been attending
Vidya Vanam for five years. She also has a younger sis‐
ter at Vidya Vanam: Aswini, who is currently in Jamun
class.
Divya lives in Alamaramedu, about a 20 minute ride in the Vidya Vanam bus to
campus. She told me that she often helps her mother with cooking Iddli and
dosa for breakfast. If she reaches home in the evening to find the house empty,
she cleans the house before her mother gets home as a means of helping her
with the house work. Divya’s father works as a home builder, and her mother
works in the house, caring for her and her sister, Aswini. Her two strongest pas‐
sions in school are Bharatnatyam Dance and Social Studies. When I asked why
she enjoyed social studies class, Divya replied, “That teacher is a very great,
Akka”. Divya excels in Math, Tamil and Science as well, constantly showing dedi‐
cation and commitment to her studies. She told me that when she grows up,
she would like to be a doctor; the career would make her mother very proud,
she said.
Outside of school, Divya many activities keeps her busy. Awhile back, she won
a yoga contest in Thudiyalur, and received a first place medal! In our recent
choir performance in Coimbatore, Divya’s perseverance shone through once
again. Despite dehydration and the hot stage lights that required her to leave
stage several times during the performance, Divya reentered the program mul‐
tiple times, unwilling to miss out on the Vidya Vanam and Government School
joint performance.
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She sang proudly, front and center on the stage, and ended the performance
with a big smile, despite feeling a bit under the weather. It has been incredible
to have the opportunity to get to know Divya throughout the year. Her dedica‐
tion to her studies and passions of dance and music are always welcomed with a
smile.
United Kingdom Project Trust —— Report by Caitlin and
Nuala

Project Trust is an educational charity based in the UK which specializes in send‐
ing school leavers to longterm volunteering placements in Asia, Africa and the
Americas; with over 40 year’s experience, Project Trust operates with the aim of
providing volunteers with an incomparable intimate experience of the inner
workings of their chosen country, whilst benefiting the local community. It is en‐
sured that volunteers are not taking work from local people, instead providing a
host of skills that are valuable in the field of education and social care. After an
initial application, potential volunteers complete a weeklong selection course on
the remote Scottish isle of Coll. If successfully chosen, the volunteer takes an in‐
tense training course on what to expect from the coming year. There is one final
trip to the island after returning home for a debriefing course to reflect on the
year and a chance to look to the future. For both of us, going away with Project
Trust has been a long term goal and to pursue this we fundraised over £5000
each. We achieved this target through individually organising various events and
from donations from our local community and charitable trusts. There are nearly
300 volunteers overseas this year, with 20 working and living in India.
Being in Anaikatti provides the exposure to a culture completely unlike our own.
We have spent the last 5 months embracing and adopting this new way of life
and learning about the religions, environment and struggles which characterise
this area of rural India. The friendly smile from the man at the fruit stall or the
look of recognition at the bakery is a constant reminder of how we have man‐
aged to integrate ourselves into the community.

Volunteers ‐ Caitlin and Nuala
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Caitlin:
I have always wanted to spend a year overseas with Project Trust, primarily as the
result of my aunt’s going to Kenya in the 1970s with the charity. Since then she
has gripped me with her memories and photographs. I have emerged myself into
life here at Vidya Vanam and so far my year has been challenging, yet hugely re‐
warding. The staff and students have been extremely welcoming and continue to
inspire and motivate me. Getting to know the children has been the most enjoy‐
able part and they daily put a smile on my face. This opportunity has allowed me
to gain invaluable skills, which inevitably will be of great use in the future. After
returning to the UK, I am going to study architecture at the University of Cardiff;
being in India has enabled me to observe a wide range of architectural styles
which are very different from those of my home environment.

Nuala (left ) and Caitlin
(right ) at the Vidya Va‐
nam campus

Nuala:
So far, my year in India has been eye‐opening. I have gained a greater knowledge
and understanding of the beautifully contrasting and diverse country of India.
Working with the hilarious characters (both children and staff) at Vidya Vanam
has furthered my enjoyment and allowed me to feel welcomed into life in Anai‐
katti. I chose to commit to a year overseas with Project Trust as my ultimate ca‐
reer goal is to work internationally with children, in the field of Human Rights.
Having spent three weeks working in a school in Malawi in 2009, I was inspired to
broaden my horizons and committed to working towards a better future for a so‐
ciety less privileged than my own. This is what motivated me to study Law at the
University of Aberdeen, where I will commence my further education in Septem‐
ber.

Project Day — 2012
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In the shortened time of the second term, the entire school engages in project
day. The junior school had a variety of themes, including themes of colours,
shapes, homes, coconut trees, and the states of India. The senior school focused
on rivers, evaluating the topic in each of its academic and extracurricular sub‐
jects.
This year, Project Day was combined
into a single event for both the jun‐
ior and senior schools. Throughout
the weeks leading up to Project Day,
the campus was transformed into a
magical display of the children’s
knowledge.
The Chief Guest for Project Day was
Sir Gopalkrishna Gandhi, Gandhiji’s
grandson and the former governor
of West Bengal. During the opening
programs, he interacted with the
Vidya Vanam students, engaging
them in dialogue about what they
wanted to be when they grew up.
Six students from the Ganga and
Krishna groups debated as to whether or not the proposed dam should be built
on the Siruvani River. Students from Banyan performed a hilarious and adorable
South American folk tale about rivers, and students from Kaveri sang an English
song, “My Roots go Down,” articulating their connection with the environment.
Dance was used to show an artistic interpretation of a river experience, and mu‐
sic was intertwined throughout the program to add cultural understanding of
rivers.

Project Day — 2012
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A journey through the classrooms on Project Day revealed impressive sights of
colourful charts decorating the
walls, and intricate clay models
standing proud throughout the
rooms. The classrooms buzzed
with excitement as the children ex‐
posed their hard work to guests
and parents.
In the Social Studies room, an In‐

dus Valley Excavation Site was fea‐
tured in the center, and the stu‐
dents welcomed the guests with
magnifying lenses. In the Science
room, a river made from tarpaulin
wove across the floors, with live
fish and algae. The children were
vividly excited and proud of their
hard work. They spent countless

hours dedicated to the production of such a beautiful display,
and their effort showed. Their knowledge of the topics was
extensive, and their smiles big as they showed the guests all
that they had learned.
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The English zone had countless descriptions and poems about rivers, while the
Tamil zone contained an impressive waterfall model. In the Hindi display, several
river stories were featured on charts. The Math zone had a statue of Srinivasa Ra‐
manujan, the famous mathematician of Tamil Nadu. In the junior school, smells
of coconut rice drifted through the Neem classroom, and colourful shapes deco‐
rated the walls of the Mango classroom. The Orange class contained creative
charts and models of various homes from around the world. The Pipal class suc‐
cessfully turned the room into a colourful exhibit of wonder, revealing their ex‐
tensive knowledge on colours. The Jamun classroom featured various dresses of
India, creative cardboard models standing proud with the sarees draped over
their shoulders.
At the end of the meeting, Mr Gandhi and his wife left this moving message in
our visitors log:

TEDx Youth Event — 2012
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On 8 December 2012, Vidya Vanam was the lucky host of a TEDx event, a confer‐
ence that engages in dialogue about the power of ideas in promoting global
change. This TEDx event was independently organized by Adhiti Parekh, a 16‐
year old from Coimbatore, who frequently comes to the school to teach the stu‐
dents Bharatnatyam Dance.
Visitors from around India flooded the Vidya
Vanam campus to discuss ideas for change,
ranging from topics on health and fitness, to
education, to the possession of superpowers!
Each speaker brought unique ideas to the ta‐
ble. Each challenged the youth of India—as
well as the youth of the globe—to inspire
change. The speakers were passionate, spreading their inspirations and experi‐
ences throughout the minds of those in the audience.
A wide variety of approaches were discussed in this TED forum. Famous blogger
and romantic comedy writer Judy Balan challenged the ever‐present idea of ‘go
out there and do something.’ Weaving in her personal experience and anecdotal
quips, Judy advocated a life philosophy of
serendipity. Sakhi Nitin Anita challenged the
structure of conventional education. Since
leaving school, she has adopted strategies of
self‐learning at Swaraj University, a school
that offers no degrees, but rather support for
self‐learning.
Popular film director M. A. Khan gave an interesting perspective on the clash of
current economics with the availability of Earth’s resources. He urged govern‐
ments, individuals, and of course economists to rethink current strategies of
growth, advocating for a transition away from these limited resources. Radha
Gopalan, ecologist and conservationist from the Rishi Valley School, detailed her
experiences with rural farmers and grassroots ideas of development. She chal‐
lenged current development approaches, advocating greater dialogue with all
involved.
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Kudos to Manav—Ganga Group

Project day 2011 was the birds of Anaikatti. Since then we have had numerous
students who have become our resident orni‐
thologists. They can identify all the birds in the
area by sound and color and have had great
support from the Salim Ali ornithological insti‐
tute nearby. It is therefore not surprising that
one of our students was awarded the bird‐
watcher of the year. The accolade went to
Manav, who has said to everyone including Mr. Gandhi at his visit, that his ca‐
reer choice is made, and that it is in ornithology! No surprise.

Gandhi Jayanthi Celebration—October 2 2012
On October 2, Gandhi Jayanthi Day, we had
an exhibition of our children's work. Per‐
taining to the life of Mahatma Gandhi. Mr.
Arumugaswamy , a philanthropist and one
who life’s mission is to educate all children,
was invited . Subash, Ganga student, intro‐
duced the guests and followed by prayer
song and exhibit in different class rooms.
The banyan group performed a drama.
There was Bihu dance, stories from the life
of Gandhiji, Oyillatam. Vote of thanks was
given by Nandini ‐Kaveri group. Th chief
guest addressed the audience and then vis‐
ited the exhibition. The exhibition con‐
tained a chart of facts about Gandhiji, an
embroidery work of Gandhi's picture, sto‐
ries from Gandhi's life and models of
charka. Children also showed how to spin
cotton thread using charka.
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Gandhi Jayanthi Celebration— Gallery
Visitors and Events
1) Mr. Milind & Mr. Muralidharan from Indian Institute of Technology spent a
week in the school to assess the strengths and areas of growth for the school.
2) Mr. Yoganathan ‐ Saritha Jain Trust.
3) Dr. Uma, provided a medical check up to the students
4) Dr. Uma & Dr. Sheila Nambiar gave a lecture on sexual health and hygiene.

