
  

  

  

Polish   Hussar   Matchlock   Pistol   
─   

Lord   Aeden   of   Clan   Colquhoun   
Aka   Jason   Krueger   
Kingdom   of   Northshield   
Barony   of   Windhaven   
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Overview   
The   goal   of   this   project   was   to   make   an   aesthetically   pleasing   and   functional   rubber   band   
pistol   that   could   be   used   for   fencing   in   the   SCA   that   resembled   the   pistols   used   by   the   
mounted   Polish   Hussars   within   the   timeframe   of   the   late   15th   to   early   16th   century.   

Goals   
1. Create   a   functional   and   semi   accurate   rubber   band   weapon   

2. Recreate   a   visually   pleasing   and   accurate   model   of   existing   museum   pieces.   

3. Utilize   as   many   repurposed   materials   as   possible.     

Historical   References   
In   the   rapidly   changing   arms   race   of   the   european   nations   in   the   late   15th-16th   century,   
firearms   were   becoming   more   refined   and   numerous.   Matchlock   pistols   were   becoming   
more   common   on   the   battlefield,   but   required   two   hands   to   operate,   and   required   a   
burning   wick   to   ignite,   making   them   an   impossibility   to   use   on   horseback.    With   the   
invention   of   the   wheellock,   carrying   a   pistol   by   cavalry   became   a   possibility.   The   wheellock   
is   a   friction-wheel   mechanism   that   causes   a   spark   for   firing.   It   was   developed   in   Europe   
around   1500   and   was   eventually   replaced   by   the   better   known   flintlock   pistols   of   the   16th   
and   17th   centuries.    It   is   thought   that   the   wheellock   mechanism   was   invented   by   Johann   
Kiefuss   of   Nuremberg   in   1517   who   got   the   idea   from   a   commonly   used   tinder   lighter   at   
that   time   (Ricketts,   1972).    Many   examples   of   the   pistol   I   wanted   to   reproduce   still   exist   in   
polish   military   museums,   included   in   this   work.    As   these   pistols   only   offered   one   shot,   and  
would   be   difficult   to   reload   while   on   horseback   or   in   battle,   the   handles   not   only   provided   
balance   and   stability,   they   often   ended   in   a   ball   of   wood   or   brass,   which   could   be   used   as   a   
mace   if   needed.    Many   remaining   works   also   have   inlaid   bone,   antler   or   ivory   personalized   
by   their   owners   to   add   to   their   beauty   and   uniqueness.      
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Museum   Examples   
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Successes   and   failures   in   production   

I. Successes   
A. Overall   I   was   very   pleased   with   the   aesthetics   and   functionality   of   the   pistol.   

It   fires   very   accurately   with   a   range   of   about   20   feet.   I   used   a   brass   end   of   an   
antique   pulling   harness   that   I   had   found   on   our   farm.   It   added   not   only   
beauty   but   balanced   the   pistol   well.   The   barrel   is   made   of   aluminum   tubing   
which   I   plugged   with   black   latex   for   safety.   The   pistol   is   made   from   two   
halves   of   pine,   secured   with   countersunk   screws   plugged   with   dowels,   then   
stained.    I   covered   the   area   where   the   wheellock   mechanism   would   be   with   a  
brass   plate.   Additionally,   as   personal   pistol   holsters   were   not   commonly   used   
at   this   period,   I   bent   and   added   a   brass   tab   on   the   opposite   side   to   hang   
from   a   belt,   sash   or   sword   bardic.   There   is   mention   of   holsters   in   the   later   
1500’s,   but   most   were   mounted   to   saddles,   and   the   traditional   idea   of   
holsters   were   not   common   until   the   mid   1700’s   (True   North,   2020).   
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B. The   firing   mechanism   is   made   out   of   plate   aluminum.   It   consists   of   two   
pieces,   the   trigger   and   the   hammer   which   holds   the   ammo   in   place.    There   is   
no   safety   mechanism.     

C. The   ammo   used   for   this   pistol   is   made   of   surgical   rubber   band   tubing   fused   
at   the   ends   and   crimped   with   a   zip-tie.   This   area   is   covered   with   a   thin   layer   
of   duct   tape   for   additional   safety   if   the   union   would   break.     

  

D. I   would   like   to   eventually   make   a   belt   pouch   to   hold   the   rubber   ammo   and   
would   like   to   make   a   period   looking   powder   flask   to   complete   the   look.   

  

II. Failures   
A. The   brass   handle   added   complications   to   the   build.   It   did   change   the   angle   of   

the   handle   from   what   I   had   originally   wanted,   but   it   did   end   up   with   a   very   
comfortable   grip.   In   the   future   I   would   like   to   try   to   add   a   wood   ball   mounted   
by   a   wood   post,   and   possibly   try   to   do   a   horn   inlay.     
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B. I   would   like   to   have   had   a   reproduction   or   fake   wheellock   mechanism   for   
better   aesthetics,   however   I   do   question   how   this   would   affect   the   balance,   
firing   ability   and   handling.   I   am   in   correspondence   with   a   friend   who   does   
bronze   casting,   discussing   the   feasibility   of   creating   a   simple   wheellock   
mechanism   or   facsimile.     
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