
2020 Junior Thespian Conference Workshops

Class Title Workshop Description
Presenter/ Adjudicator 

Name Presenter/Adjudicator Bio

Wonderful World of Wigs

Fibers and Wefts? What are those? Can a Wig 
make or break the look for your Character? Can I 
dye a Wig? This workshop will help you answer 
these questions. From learning the Anatomy of a 
wig, various styling methods, and learning the 
quality of a wig. Attendees will get a hands on 
demonstration from learning how to  Detangle, and 
how to wear a wig. 

Aleathia Burns

Aleathia is an Atlanta Native, Wig stylist, and Costume 
Designer,. She has over  15 years of Costume 
Construction, 5 years of Wig Styling, and hosting Panels 
at various Conventions on the subject of Costuming.  
She has over 25 awards for her work  in Cosplay and 
has served as a Craftsmanship Judge in 
Cosplay/Costume Competitions. 

Hands On Technical Design
Through a series of hands on practical design 
challenges, students will practice the principles of 
design, and apply them to a world-premiere play!

Michael Tarver
Michael Tarver is a teacher at Central Gwinnett High 
School in Lawrenceville, GA, and is honored to be 
invited back for a third year in a row!

Prop Fabrication

Prop makers might make anything from fake 
jewellery to replica weapons and moving models. 
They work with a broad range of materials, 
including metal, latex, fibreglass, wood and textiles. 
Prop makers use a range of different skills to create 
props, such as carpentry, sculpting, casting, 
sewing, painting, welding and computer-aided 
design.

Ryan Bradburn

I am Ryan Bradburn, a graduate of Ringling College of 
Art and Design. As an Atlanta artist, I specialize in 
props, sets, creative styling and illustrations. My work 
has been part of award-winning campaigns for 
companies including Georgia Pacific and Boy Scouts of 
America.

Staged Combat- Distance and Line

Students will be presented with an overview of the 
technical elements of Unarmed Staged Combat 
including out-of-distance on-target technique, in-
distance off-target technique, in-distance on-target 
technique, and the use of knap to produce the 
illusion of sound and force in a theatrical blow. 
Students will then learn a brief phrase of combat 
choreography to perform. 

Benedetto Robinson

Benedetto Robinson is a New England-born professional 
actor, staged combat choreographer, and performer of 
theatrical violence. He is based in Atlanta, where he has 
been choreographing fights and playing on stage and 
screen for the past five years. Recent contracts have 
taken him as far as North Carolina, Ohio, and New 
Hampshire to teach and perform staged combat.

Dance for Musical Theatre

Nail your next audition with this fast-paced, high-
energy dance workshop. Practice the core 
techniques you’ll encounter in the audition room, 
get some tips for standing out in a cattle call (even 
when you have no idea what you’re doing), and 
dance a number from a Broadway show. No 
experience necessary—just bring your brain and 
your A-game and get ready to rock your body. 

Janie Young

Janie is an actor, dancer and MAT Award-winning 
choreographer in the Atlanta area. She is passionate 
about bridging the perceived gap between actors and 
dancers and is especially fond of challenging “actors 
who move.” With a collaborative approach and a marked 
emphasis on storytelling, Janie has taught a variety of 
dance genres working with groups from schools to semi-
professionals.  

Improv-A-Palooza Learn the basics of Improv through exercises and 
exploratory games! Taryn Spires

Taryn Spires is the Education Associate of Georgia 
Ensemble Theatre. She works in conjunction with the 
education department to develop arts based 
programming for local and global students. 

Finding your inner Clown 

This workshop will encourage our young 
performers to find the innate clown/comic that lives 
in all of us and let it come out organically without 
pushing the comedy. We will achieve this by 
allowing ourselves to PLAY!

Denise Arribas

has worked at Alliance Theatre, Emory Theatre, Actor’s 
Express, Aurora Theatre, GET and Synchronicity. She’s 
a proud Humorologist with Humorology Atlanta where 
she also serves as the Marketing/Community Outreach 
Coordinator. When not clowning around at CHOA, she is 
an on-camera actor with Houghton Talent and a 
translator/ voice over actor with Enghouse. 
Insta @denisetheawesome   

Improvise your Audition (In a Good 
Way)

Ever been ready for you audition....until there's a 
piece of paper in your hand? Cold reads are scary, 
but improv can help! In this workshop, we'll learn 
how the rules of improv can help your audition- and 
have fun while we're at it!

Christopher Freeman

Chris has his Theatre Education degree from CSU, and 
is a Thespian Alum. He has performed at Lexington 
Children's Theatre, Prairie Fire Children's Theatre, and 
is currently working at Clarence Brown Theatre- East 
Tennessee's Regional Theatre. He has been teaching 
young people since 2011 and is excited to return to 
Columbus for Junior ThesCon for a 2nd year!

Shake Some Stuff Around: movement 
in puppetry 

This workshop will explore humanoid movement as 
expressed through the ancient art of puppetry. 
Students will learn manipulation techniques to bring 
puppets to life through individual and collaborative, 
group based exercises. 

Qate Bean

QateBean is an Atlanta based performer, puppeteer, 
builder, and teaching artist. Bean has a degree in 
Performance Studies, but most values education gained 
from trying and failing and trying again. She is also Bean 
of Bean&Bear! A dynamic, creative partnership 
performing puppetry, magic, and other bizarre stuff for 
audiences of all ages. 

Shaking-Up Shakespeare 

Who says shays Shakespeare has to be boring?! 
In this unconventional workshop we will move our 
bodies and explore Shakespeare in a whole new 
way!

Tetrianna Beasley

Tetrianna is honored to be joining the conference for her 
second year! Tetrianna is a professional actress in the 
Atlanta area and LOVES share what she does with the 
youth! She has been performing for over 10 years in 
shows such as: Ragtime, Hairspray, Taming of the 
shrew and much more!!  "All the worlds a stage" so lets 
play!!

Tennis Theater

"Creativity is inventing, experimenting, growing, 
taking risks, breaking rules, making mistakes, and 
having fun." -- Mary Lou Cook

Who said a tennis ball is just for the tennis court? 
Through rhythm, movement and play, participants 
of this workshop will venture into a world of 
creativity, improv, and focus using a tennis ball.

Maghan Holmes

Maghan Holmes is a music educator for the Morgan 
County Charter School System where she has been 
teaching for eight years. She graduated from Piedmont 
College in Demorest Ga. BA '10, MA '12, EDS '15. The 
arts and young people are her passion. She always 
looks forward to meeting new faces and exploring the 
world of the arts with others.

NAIL THE AUDITION

When theatre companies hold auditions, they’re not 
just hiring actors - they’re hiring people. They want 
to know who YOU are. You can learn to prepare 
like the pros and show up at the audition with 
confidence, ready to perform as the best version of 
yourself. Come learn how to nail the audition and 
book the gig!

Jeremy Wood

Jeremy Wood is an actor/educator based out of Atlanta. 
Jeremy has toured nationally and internationally with the 
national tours of GREASE and RING OF FIRE: THE 
MUSIC OF JOHNNY CASH.  Recent credits include “Bill 
Starbuck” in Theatrical Outfit’s 110 IN THE SHADE, and 
“Craig/Gov. Slaton” in The Wallace Buice Theatre 
Company production of PARADE. 



Finding your Fierce with Musical 
Theatre 

I will be leading a Musical Theatre Dance workshop 
that will include breaking down a jazz/ Hip Hop 
combination for the students to learn and perform 
at the end of class. We will focus on executing the 
style and technique of the piece from a Broadway 
show and incorporate our facial expression and 
performing into the movement. I will also give tips 
on standing out and the do’s and Dont’s! 

Candy McLellan

I have a bachelor’s in performance from University of 
West Ga and did a professional acting apprenticeship 
with Aurora theatre. I have performed Professionally all 
around Atlanta. I’ve worked at Aurora theatre, Theatrical 
Outfit, Actor’s Express, Horizon theatre, Atlanta Lyric 
and Dad’s Garage. I teach Musical theatre, Improv and 
acting to all ages at the Alliance theatre. 

Developing the Actor
Teaching scene studies, movement, breathing 
techniques to help young rising actors make strong 
character choices. 

Parris Michelle Sarter

Parris Sarter is from Rock Hill, SC. She holds a M.A. in 
Performing Arts from Savannah College of Art and 
Design and is a working actor throughout the Atlanta 
area. Some of her credits include Angels in America 
(Actor's Express), Eclipsed (Synchronicity Theatre), The 
Revolutionists (7Stages), An Octoroon (Actor's Express), 
The Cake (Horizon Theatre), and The Grown Up (Out of 
Box Theatre). 

Make it Sing: Finding the Scene in 
Your Song

Get ready to shine in your next musical!  Using 
songs from current broadway hits, we will dive into 
connecting to a song, find the journey of the piece, 
and presenting it. The skills you will learn will help 
you every time you perform, whether in a show or 
an audition. Come dressed to move and ready to 
play! 

Bridget McCarthy

Bridget is an Atlanta-based theatre maker. Recent 
adventures include Much Ado  as Beatrice. Atlanta 
Shakespeare: Hamlet, Henry V. Cincinnati 
Shakespeare: Merry Wives, Macbeth, R&J. BA in 
Theatre (Hope College).  Bridget is the Producing 
Artistic Director of AtlantaSpeaks, an organization 
dedicated to harnessing the power of creative 
storytelling to amplify underheard voices. 

Fun Arsenal: Long Form Improv

Improv is easy, and anyone can do it! In this 
workshop, you’ll learn some “cheat codes” that will 
help you get an improv scene on its feet in 
seconds. With the help of a few tips and tricks, you’
ll be improvising like a pro and creating full length 
improv scenes within the hour!

Nick Rulon

Nick Rulon is a graduate from Columbus State 
University with a BFA in Theatre Performance. He’s the 
founder and former coach of CSU’s improv team, Fun 
Arsenal, and has been teaching improv from Georgia to 
Wisconsin for five years.

Dancing with D

This is a class for ALL levels! So, if you have 
never danced before in your life or if you 
have been dancing all your life you will still 
be able to find enjoyment in the class! Come 
ready to move, and ready to have fun!

DeAnte' Hall

My name is DeAnte' Hall and I graduated from 
Columbus State University with my theatre, and dance 
degree. I am so excited to teach this workshop at the JR 
Thespian Conference! 

Basics of Unarmed Combat

I will share information about Unarmed stage 
combat, along with teaching basic moves to 
students. I will have a short questionnaire 
afterwards if they have any questions. 

Alexander Williams

My name is Alexander Williams. I am certified in 
Unarmed Stage Combat by the Society of Americans 
Fight Directors. I am happy to lead workshops to teach 
students basic concepts of unarmed combat. 

Musical Theatre Workshop This will be a Musical Theatre Workshop lead by 
our Keynote, Tim McDonald. Tim McDonald

Timothy McDonald, a respected educator, playwright 
(Roald Dahl’s Willy Wonka, The Musical Adventures of 
Flat Stanley, Jim Henson’s Emmet Otter) and director; 
Tim founded iTheatrics to create innovative programs 
that allow students to experience the transformative 
power of the arts. Before founding iTheatrics, Tim 
created Music Theatre International’s Education 
Division, working side by side with theatrical greats, 
including Cameron Mackintosh, Stephen Sondheim, 
Arthur Laurents, Stephen Flaherty, Lynn Ahrens, 
Stephen Schwartz and Sheldon Harnick, to create age-
appropriate versions of classic musicals.

The After Party: Learn How to Lead

This is an interactive workshop taught by your 
JSTOs that will help you to build leadership skills, 
learn some great icebreaker games you can put to 
use in your Thespian Troupe, and have some fun 
while you’re at it! 

JSTO/STO JSTO/STO


