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Isabella de la Sierra 

Troupe 89411 

 

 

 

How are you involved in your troupe?  
I am extremely involved in my thespian troupe. I am the President of the Junior Thespians at my school and I try my best 

to be involved in everything the Thespian Troupe and Theatre department does. I love encouraging students to be a part of 

the department and Thespians and helping students find a place in theatre. Not only do I attend and help plan and lead 

Thespian events, but I also volunteer my time to the department whenever I can. I help with set build or clean up days and 

help with productions whether I am in them or not. With my school having students from Kindergarten - 12th grade, I also 

enjoy helping the younger students and their productions. You can likely always find me doing something with our theatre 

department. 

 

Explain your strengths as a leader.  

My strengths as a leader are my abilities to encourage and facilitate responsibility among my peers. I always try to 

encourage my peers whether it is in the theatre program or not. I do my best to be motivating especially during hard or 

stressful times. I am very responsible with my Junior Thespian Presidential duties. I work with my school's Senior 

Thespian President to make itineraries for thespian meetings and co-lead the meetings. I also communicate often with my 

fellow officers and troupe director to plan things for thespians. One of my favorite things to help plan are department 

fundraisers and events. I love getting to be creative and watch something come together that will benefit our department 

and Thespian Troupe. 

 

Describe a situation that was very difficult for you and how you used your leadership skills to 

work your way out of the situation. 

A tough situation I experienced was when I auditioned for a musical at a local theatre and did not get the role I hoped for 

even though I worked so hard at the audition material and gave it my best shot. Instead of dropping out or complaining, 

like many others were doing at the time. I worked hard to show that I can handle responsibility and rejection in the theatre 

community. I studied my voice parts in the ensemble songs and reviewed blocking and choreography daily to show the 

director that I respected and trusted their opinion. I always paid attention during rehearsal and listened to everything the 

director told us. Not everyone was positive through this process and many were disrespectful. I found myself encouraging 

others and trying to set an example the best I could to younger actors to make the best of the production. Even through the 

revolt that was happening through the rehearsal process I kept focused on the show and encouraged others to do so as 

well. Eventually my hard work paid off and I was cast again and was proud of my role. Looking back I am proud of how I 

handled the situation and see how it paid off for the better. 



 

 

 

Kate Harley 

Troupe 88865 

 

 

How are you involved in your troupe?  

Starting my 6th grade year, I knew theater would be my life. I auditioned for Junie B Jones and was ecstatic to be cast! 

Though I was cast in the ensemble, I was able to help with other technical elements such as spiking the stage and assisting 

with set/strike. I jumped back into auditions in 7th grade in Charlie and the chocolate factory and created all kinds of 

sounds and rhythms with the Oompa Loompas. One of my favorite plays is School Daze by Lindsey Price. I enjoyed 

connecting to this play as it showcased challenges relatable to my life. I was able to show my leadership in class daily 

through continuous preparation and dedication, the same qualities that I hope to instill in my troupe as president my 

eighth grade year. 

 

Explain your strengths as a leader.  

Leadership is not only a strength I have but a passion that I plan to continue pursuing in different ways.  Throughout 

middle school thus far I have acted as one of eight class reps for two years running. As class representative I have learned 

how to communicate effectively with others, better manage my time and, and initiate and facilitate events like school 

dances and social gatherings. In 6th grade I initiated locker decorations to celebrate students on their birthdays. In 

seventh grade I help to spotlight academic extracurricular activities such as robotics, Debate and Math counts. I have 

served as chapel council lead and will plan and facilitate monthly school assemblies. My experiences with planning dances 

and assemblies this year will enhance my ability to prepare a stellar opening number for our 20/21 Junior Thespian 

conference. 

 

Describe a situation that was very difficult for you and how you used your leadership skills to 

work your way out of the situation. 

I play on a great basketball team but I was not having much success on the court. I was there at every game and wanted to 

be a contributing member of our team. I realized with the help of my parents that I wasn't verbally communicating to my 

teammates on the court. While is was hard to speak up, I found courage to self advocate to my basketball team. I talked to 

my teammates.  I let them know that I had the ability to successfully play - I was open when they needed me. Just through 

this little communication the problem was solved. The games went on, I got the ball, I was a contributing member of a very 

successful team. While communication is hard, especially at our age , its key to successful growth and team development.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Piper Hendryx 

Troupe 89327 

 

 

 

How are you involved in your troupe? 

I love theater and everything about it. From the hours of memorizing lines to the chaos that is tech week, the black 

box is my second home, and the people that do it with me are my second family. I do as much of it as I can pouring 

myself into shows such as Willie Wonka, Dual language edition Aladdin, The Odyssey, and Box.  I have been 

recognized with awards such as “the glue” which means I helped the cast stick together. 

 

How are you involved in your troupe? 

One of my biggest strengths is to lead by example. Demonstrating a positive attitude, strong work ethic, doing the 

best of your ability, and professionalism are some of my main leadership strengths. One of my strengths is being 

able to get off book quickly so I can then help other cast members memorize their lines as well. 

 

Describe a situation that was very difficult for you and how you used your leadership skills to 

work your way out of the situation. 

One role that was particularly difficult to receive was Kaa Coil 2 and 4 and a swing in Jungle Book. Since there are 

not many people who try out for Middle School productions, this was a big upset. I scheduled a meeting with my 

director and asked her why I got the role I did and I asked for feedback. She said that she wanted to give me a swing 

role so that I could lead more than I typically would in an ensemble role.  She explained to me that she still wanted 

me to be in the show and being a part of the Kaa snake was the best way to do that. I made the best of it by 

memorizing everyone else's lines and in turn helped everyone else with their lines. Through this experience I learned 

that leadership isn’t about getting a big role.  Leadership is about being a role model and how to make the best of 

each situation and giving your all to the production. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sam Montag 

Troupe 88865 

 

 

 

How are you involved in your troupe? 

My Thespian Troupe is on it's first year, but when it comes to theatre in my school, I have a strong history of involvement. 

When I was in 6th grade I did my first real show, and I loved it. In the show, I didn’t have a huge role, but decided to try to 

make the role as good as it could be. I knew immediately that acting was my most favorite thing ever. I took a Musical 

Theatre Class that same year where I performed Alice in Wonderland. In the show, I learned how to help with lights, 

blocking, and other things for theater; Everything I learned could help us do the show to the best of our abilities. The same 

year, I tried out for the musical Singing in the Rain. In the show, I was put in the ensemble, but still found a way to help 

make the show run smoothly. I also did the best I could to take the character deeper than appearance. Now I am doing 

another performance of Alice and Wonderland, and have a bigger part in the show. For this character, I am trying to find 

out what the best way to play Tweedle Dee would be while still making him seem relatable to the audience. 

 

How are you involved in your troupe? 

One strength I have as a leader is that I can help people get through situations that could be difficult. I have helped people 

accomplish tasks that they never thought they could complete. For instance, when I was working on a show for a class I 

had a friend who thought he could never learn his lines. I went and helped him learn his lines until he knew them like the 

back of his hand; because of this, in the show he did amazing. I find that I am also very good at helping people remain 

calm even when it seems like there is no way to accomplish the task at hand. 

 

Describe a situation that was very difficult for you and how you used your leadership skills to 

work your way out of the situation. 

There was once a show that I was in that my friends and I were writing by ourselves. In our group, it was difficult because 

none of us had ever written a show, and didn’t know the “proper” way to do it. I decided that day that it would be awesome 

if we made a show about what we think of ourselves on the inside. This made it much easier for us to write the show, and 

make it interesting and relatable. For this, I had to think of all the possible ways that the show could have come out. 

However, because we were all playing ourselves we all nailed the parts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Lamyai Scott 

Troupe 88801 

 

 

 

How are you involved in your troupe? 

I joined  my thespian troupe in the 7th grade.  I was in the musical production of Addams Family Young at Part 

and I fell in love with musical theater!  I am in chorus and it just made sense that I joined this team of actors 

and singers.  My life really changed when I went to my first Jr Thespian conference.  I mean they had it all! I 

went to so many workshops like improv, dancing, tech challenge and Individual events. I knew I would be a 

part of this group in 8th grade as well. We performed Addams family and I was in the ensemble.  We ended up 

performing the show five times to our school and to the community. It was a lot of fun but also very 

challenging. Much of the time the cast would get off task and it was my job to bring them back together so we 

could perform our best. 

 

Explain yourself as a leader. 

My strength as a leader involves me being able to respect others, keep others in control and on task and give 

advice to my fellow actors. I am always willing to help other actors and give them good advice. I am aware of 

other people and my surroundings and I always try to support and help my troupe director with whatever she 

needs. I am always encouraging my classmates to be their best on and off the stage. 

 

Describe a situation that was very difficult for you and how you used your leadership skills to 

work your way out of the situation. 

It stresses me out when my cast members are not using their time wisely or goofing off backstage during 

rehearsal. When we set aside time to rehearse most of our male cast would waste our time playing around 

instead of focusing.  They think that they were being funny but in actuality they were wasting important 

rehearsal time and  making the whole process very difficult. I asked my director if I could talk to them and she 

agreed. After our peer to peer conversation most of the behavior issues just stopped.  We were able to get it 

together and the play was one of the best ones I have ever been in. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sameeha Sultana 

Troupe 88801 

 

 

How are you involved in your troupe? 

My Thespian journey started in 7th grade when I went to my first Thespian Conference. At this conference I went to many 

workshops including dance film and acting. Going to that conference change my life. I am a very contentious student and 

work very hard in my academic classes. I have tried out for honor band and All State band which takes so much dedication 

and time.  I work hard at my music and at keeping my grades at all A’s.  I love school but there came a point that I realized 

that being a part of something bigger than myself was going to bring me great joy. My theater class does just that for me. 

It gives me a family and a place to express myself.  

 

Explain yourself as a leader. 

My strength as a leader revolve around the ability to deal with difficult situations, and I learned to respect and understand 

the environment and the people around me.  Like I said before, I am a big fan of music and band and being a part of that 

helped me gain leadership abilities as I worked beside different people with different personalities.  I realized that 

everyone has something that they are good at to bring to the table. 

 

Describe a situation that was very difficult for you and how you used your leadership skills to 

work your way out of the situation. 

During performances I make sure I provide support and encouragement to my peers. I am always ready to help my 

director and my fellow cast members. I have set props, calmed people down, move set pieces and helped cast members 

remember their entrances and cues. There was a situation last year during Addams family where two of the cast members 

started the wrong kind of drama. I was able to help the situation by staying out of the gossip and rumors and actually 

helped the two girls resolve their differences.  In the end I made sure the main cast members were emotionally prepared to 

perform and ready to do their best. I definitely think being a leader is having the ability to help others in emotional or 

difficult situations. 

 

 


