
 
 
To:  Mr Stefan Romaniw OAM 
 Chairman 
 Multicultural Arts Victoria 
 Fitzroy Town Hall 
 201 Napier Street 
 Fitzroy, Vic 3065 
Email: sromaniw@bigpond.net.au 
 
 
       From: Iakovos Garivaldis 
        Diasporic Literature 
        22 Raynes Street, 
        Caulfield South 
        Vic 3162 
       Email:  literature@diasporic.org 
 
24th October 2010 
 
Re: Victorian Writers in languages other than English 
 
Dear Mr Romaniw, 
 
We would like to bring to your attention a need which we feel is being overlooked by the 
established and government funded Victorian writers organisations.  
 
Personally I have a long involvement in the literary community in Melbourne. I have 
served as part of a variety of cultural and writers’ groups in Melbourne for the past 30 
years and served as President of Hellenic Writers’ Association from 1993 to 2004 
inclusive. I also keep ties and assist all literary organisations from a Greek background in 
Melbourne on a continuous basis. During this period of my involvement I have seen a 
profound need for writers’ organisations in Melbourne from a variety of backgrounds and 
ethnic groups to come into contact with the writers’ groups counterparts in the English 
language. These days I have undertaken to promote other language writers through a self-
funded website at http://www.diasporic.org/. This website supports works by writers in 
three languages being English, Greek and Spanish free of charge. We hope to 
accommodate more languages in the future; however funds in order to try and bridge 
language gaps are urgently needed. 
 



During my involvement in the literary communities in Victoria for all these years I have 
also realised that writers who write in other languages are not represented in the 
Melbourne Writers’ Festival, they’re not part or being promoted by government funding 
to the Victorian Writers’ Centre and in general there’s a great distance between writers 
who write in English and those who write in other languages. I feel this is something that 
should be set right on behalf of the multicultural society we live in. 
 
Recently I have undertaken to write to Mr Roderick Poole, Director of the Victorian 
Writers’ Centre voicing these concerns. I attach here a copy of that letter for which I am 
expecting a reply from the VWC board.  
 
Here, in Melbourne we have an opportunity that very few other countries around the 
world have, to expose and be thrilled about literature in so many different tongues. Please 
correct me if I am wrong; there are hundreds if not thousands of writers in Melbourne 
alone who write in languages other than English and I doubt if the Victorian Writers' 
Centre or any other government funded literary organisation is showing adequate interest 
in them. Yet, funds are spent in organizing events which portray other language literature 
from other parts of the globe when the literature created right here in Australia does not 
seem to be encouraged.   
 
A number of writers from various ethnic groups have made a tremendous contribution to 
literature in Australia in the English language (i.e. from a Greek background Christos 
Tsiolkas, Dimitris Tsaloumas and others). There are other brilliant writers in the Greek 
language and I am sure the same applies in Chinese, Japanese, Italian, Spanish, Turkish, 
French, German etc. who may have been left out.  
 
Furthermore, as a writer myself, I can say that writing is more than a hobby; it is a way of 
life for some, a way of expression and this inter-cultural expression which stems from 
Victoria is unique around the globe and should not be stifled. Writing is also a way of 
connecting the conscious within and life’s reality; it is the struggle for perfection against 
raw nature. This struggle is found in every conscientious writer's work and it is as real as 
daylight. Yet, these realities are not being made available to the wider community for 
writers who write in languages other than English in Victoria.  
 
Please be assured that I am available to discuss further these issues with you or anyone 
else and contribute in any way I can on this issue.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Iakovos Jack Garivaldis 
Diasporic Literature Spot 
Founder, Administrator 
Mob: 0413057426 
www.diasporic.org 
 


