
 

  
  

 

Food Waste Prevention 
Technical Assistance for Meal Programs & Food Banks 
  

 

 
COVID-19 + Food Waste Prevention 
The COVID-19 pandemic has amplified existing challenges around food waste and food insecurity, revealing a host of 
emerging needs throughout the food distribution and donation system. The most significant of these challenges have 
been disruptions in the supply chain, growing demand for food banks and meal programs, and gaps in data and logistics.  
 
Seattle Public Utilities (SPU) oversees Seattle’s solid waste system including garbage, recycling and composting. 
Preventing wasted food in the first place is the most effective way to manage City and business costs while protecting 
our shared environment. Moreover, the entire community benefits when nutritious, edible surplus food is recovered 
from businesses and donated to people in need.   
 

Project Goals 
SPU has contracted with NW Food Alliance during these emergency needs of COVID-19 to foster solutions. During this 
period of unpredictable food supply shortages and surpluses this project seeks to do the following: 

 Foster relationships between food suppliers and community nonprofits with a focus on waste reduction. 
 Provide technical assistance to nonprofits to reduce waste especially during unpredictable COVID conditions. 
 Identify lessons that prevent waste, increase food stability, and foster a more resilient food system. 

 
How Does It Work? 
 

Who Is Eligible and What Is Required? 
 Any food bank or meal program located in the City of Seattle can receive technical support services.  
 Services for Phase I are limited to 2 meal programs and 2 food banks. 

 
Participating organizations agree to: 

 Designate a member of the organization’s senior leadership team as point of contact. 
 Provide verifiable and transparent information related to operations. 

*note that all information shared with the technical support team is confidential 
 
What Is the Timeline? 
Email your interest in participating by July 15. Phase I assistance will run through August 30, 2020.  
 
How Will NW Food Alliance (NWFA) Help? 
NWFA will conduct an initial site visit and assessment focused on four key areas: 

 Asset Inventory and Infrastructure 
 Waste Reduction and Cost Management  
 Streamlining Food Donations  
 Volunteer Engagement 

Once the initial assessment is complete, the participating organization or program will be provided with a set of strategic 
recommendations and the opportunity for additional technical support.  
 

How to Learn More & Participate 
Contact:   Lydia Schulz     Learn about Seattle Public Utilities’ work in  
  Project Coordinator    food rescue at seattle.gov/utilities 
  Northwest Food Alliance 
  lydia@northwestfoodalliance.com 
  


