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OCTOBER 

October 2020 Newsletter- Wesley and Small Group Communities 

The founder of Methodism was called John Wesley. He was born to Samu-
el and Susanna Wesley in the year 1703. His father was an Anglican priest and 
his mother stayed at home and doubled as the children’s teacher. Both Susanna 
and Samuel were committed Christians. They brought up their children according 
to what they perceived to be Biblical standards of parenting. John had eighteen 
or nineteen siblings in total and he was the fifteenth of them. Their family had 
origins in dissenting Christians as seen of his great grandfather Bartholomew 
Westley, and grandfather John Westley. His father was a high church Anglican 
priest. His mother also had the same origins. John Wesley therefore came from 
such a rich lineage of religious tradition. 
 One of the reasons as to why Methodism spread so widely was the fact 
that Wesley employed special disciplines to enable revival. He introduced the 
Wesleyan bands and classes. Meetings in small groups were becoming popular in 
England even before Wesley tried utilizing them. For example, his mother Susan-
na had begun a small fellowship in her house for prayer and short sermon times 
on Sunday evenings.  
 The small groups’ popularity grew even more as John and his brother 
were undertaking university education in Oxford. When the small group at their 
school was formed; it developed to be called the society of the Methodists.  
Methodist societies were soon divided into classes and bands. Membership in a 
class was required before one could join the society or what we could today call 
a congregation. Wesley’s smart ways of making disciples were way ahead of his 
time. Key to his method was reproduction. The people met with a single purpose 
of seeking holiness and growing deep in faith. Howard Snyder gives us a snippet 
into their rigorous routine “The little band followed a strict discipline including 
private prayer from four till five each morning, joint Bible study from five to sev-
en and public prayers from eight till nine… the four met at noon prayer and dis-
cussion and again at eight.” 
 Small groups are part of methodism’s foundation. Growth in faith happens 
in small groups, in smaller communities. No one can assume that they are strong 
enough to go the journey of faith alone. Like Wesley advised, it helps to identify 
a group of God seekers in the church either through prayers groups, bible study 
groups and Sunday school classes where one will meet often and examine the 
trajectory of the growth in faith. I therefore welcome all of us to be part of a 
small group in our church. It could be the Sunday School class on Sunday morn-
ing, the prayer group on Wednesday morning, the youth on Wednesday night, 
the choir on Wednesday night. The UMW, the UMM, the quilters, or maybe you 
want to join a small group that is not here yet and you would like help to start it. 
Please let me know and we together can see as to how we can start one. 

Have a God-filled community this month!            Pastor Susan 
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School Children Milk 
Money  

 
Our church is committed to the St. Paul Pub-
lic Schools for those children who otherwise 
would not have it available. Please keep this 
mission in your prayers and consider donat-
ing to this wonderful cause. Make sure and 

note it on your check.  

  AUGUST Offering Totals              

        August 2nd:                $3,838 

    
          August 9th:              $2,010 

    
          August 16th:                      $2,960 

    
          August 23rd:       $5,046 

  
          August 30th:                  $1,635 

        

      AUGUST Attendance 
      

      August 2nd:       35 In-person 
       494 views/FB 
         
        August 9th:            41 In-person 
       175 views/FB 
         
        August 16th:            44 In-person 
       212 views/FB 
         
        August 23rd:             46 In-person 
        192 views/FB 

        August 30th:         42 In-person 
               164 views/FB 

         

 

Just a note:  
 

In-person worship began as of June 21st.  

Safety and social distancing precautions 

are still in place. A Safety video has been 

posted onto the church’s Facebook page 

for reference. Masks are still required at 

this time for in-person worship. 

 

Online Giving 

Exciting news! You now have the option to give 

online to the church!  If you go to our website 

stpaulneunitedmethodistchurch.com, there is now 

an option on the menu bar to ‘Give Online’.  

Once clicking on this button it will redirect you to 

a secure site in which you can enter in your infor-

mation and give the amount you are interested in 

giving. This can be a one time offering or you 

may set up a recurring amount. 

Prayer Group 

A prayer group has started on Wednesdays, from 

11am-12pm in the sanctuary of the church. 

  Pastor Susan strongly encourages us to find time 

to join with other believers for prayer within the 

week. We will pray for each other, our families, our 

community and God’s world. 

Please join us if you can! 
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St Paul UMC 

Administrative Council Minutes  

September 15th, 2020 
 

In attendance: Pastor Susan Murithi, Mikaleh Esquitin, Carrie Hancock, Janet Thomsen, Brenda Starkey, Bob and Francine Rasmus-

sen, Tom Powell, Deb Wells, Mary Ann Rickertsen, Abby Fuller, Darla Voigt, and Lynda Berggren. 

 

Mikaleh began the meeting at 7:35 pm with a prayer. 

Mikaleh entertained a motion to accept the July minutes. Bob made a motion, and Mary Ann seconded. Motion passed. 

 

Pastor’s report:  Pastor Susan led the group through some forms from Charge Conference paperwork, Form 1-Seek Justice, and 

Vision and Goals/Outcomes for 2021. This was in preparation for Charge Conference coming up in October. We discussed and 

filled them out. These completed forms will be brought to the October Admin Council for approval. 

Susan brought up an online conference happening on Friday, September 25th from 6-8:30 pm. If interested, this free event will be 

livestreamed at the church sanctuary.  This can be livestreamed from home also, but registration online is required. 

Finance:   

Treasurer’s Report: 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Tom Powell: Operating Checking account $13,140, Trustees Maintenance Acct. $12,207, Re-

sources Available $57,130, Giving $14,973, Total Income $40,526 Total Expenditures $9,597, Current Month Gain/(Loss) $30,929 

and the Year to Date Gain/(Loss) is $6,837. Mikaleh entertained a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report. Brenda made a motion, 

Deb seconded. Motion passed. 

SPPRC: Bob reported that they have gotten someone interested in helping as an AV/Tech,  

Calee Thomsen. They would like to know if any other people may be interested in helping with this, including some kids from the 

Youth Group.  

He reported that the church will need a custodian as our regular group have not been coming since March.  A job will be posted 

on Facebook by Carrie. Mary Ann made a motion to go ahead and find a custodian, all in attendance approved. 

Trustees:  Brenda reported the windows that were ordered for the parsonage are currently in Lincoln, so those will be installed 

soon. The money for these (approximately $6,000) will come out of the Trustees Maintenance account.  

She reiterated the discussion that was done in Finance on the parsonage proposal she had brought there. She discussed the 

things that have been done in the parsonage and the things that need to be done, whether long-term or short term.  Brenda pro-

posed to Ad Council that they work towards the immediate repairs (the Master Bathroom remodel, adding an Egress window, 

fixing electrical outlets) and then proposing that the consensus from Finance was that the current parsonage be sold and a new 

parsonage be purchased (stressing that we will need a house that is ADA compliant). Everyone agreed that this is something that 

needs to be thought about and discussed. This will be brought up again next meeting. Pastor will touch base with the District to 

get some guidelines/rules from them.  

Memorial: Deb reported that she had got some information from Carrie on the Advent Candles that were mentioned for the 

Christmas season. She will get the Memorial committee together and discuss the specific types and decide the best way to go 

with those. 

Education:  Sunday School has started with a schedule for the teachers for each group (PreK-2nd and 3rd-4th). They are still needing 

teachers for the 4th Sunday of the month. The Youth group started this last week, with quite a few kids showing up. This is some-

thing else that may need some more people to help lead this. Pastor Susan pressed that if anyone would be interested in helping 

with either Sunday School or Youth group, please come forth and do so. 

Mission/Outreach: Mary Ann reported on the Neighborhood Mic Night, a showcase of talent, on Oct. 4th at 4:00 in the St. Paul City 

Park.  If anyone is interested, it was stressed to encourage these groups/individuals to sign up.   

Office: No report 

Old Business: The PPP Payroll Protection Plan, the loan the church received from the government, is still being processed through 

Paul’s office. 

New Business: It was brought up on whether we need to have one night to meet for both Finance and Admin Council or if it 

needs to be separate.  The consensus was that it was nice to only have one night for meetings.  It was decided to try it again for 

next month, only that some restructuring may be done so as to not to have as many things repeated. 

 

Mikaleh entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting. Bob made a motion, and Mary Ann seconded. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 

pm. 

 

Recording Secretary, Carrie Hancock 
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*Please watch services on-line on  

Facebook under United Methodist Church 

in St. Paul, Nebraska.  These services are 

now a live-streamed service! If you can’t 

watch on Sunday Morning, you can always 

watch anytime under the “videos” section. 

We encourage you all to do so! 

Also kindly ‘like’ our church Facebook page 

and share our services with friends. 

October 2nd Todd and Terri Alberts 

October 12th Joe and Stacie Swanson 

October 13th Tim and Susan Ross 

October 15th Bill and Darby Greenway 

October 19th Mac and Arianne Killinger 

October 24th Nick Pederson and Susie Wolfert 

October 31st Jens and Sue Nielsen 

Oct 1 Katelin Coghlan Oct 18 CaLee Thomsen 

Oct 3 Todd Alberts Oct 21 Don Berggren 

 Amanda Rasmussen Oct 22 Carol Phillips 

Oct 4 Ann Tuma Oct 25 Carol Bushhousen 

Oct 11 Linda Jacobsen  Kaitlyn Kezeor 

Oct 12 Cleo Edwards Oct 27 Caleb Coslor 

Oct 13 Jennifer Mitteis  Rachel Kellogg 

Oct 16 Arianne Killinger Oct 28 Suzie Wolfert 

Oct 17 Marilyn Brehm   

The Food Pantry here in St. Paul is always looking 

for food donations.  Please help us stock the 

shelves. Any food or paper item is accepted but 

these items are in high demand every month. 

 

Jelly                                                  Syrup 

Pancake Mix                                  Dish Soap   

Cake or Brownie Mixes                 Laundry Soap 

Puddings                                          Pie  Fillings 

Jello            Ketchup 

Toilet Tissue         Cereal 

Mustard          Fruit 

Food Pantry  
The United Methodist Church is responsible for oper-

ating the Food Pantry every third Saturday from 9-11 

am.  If you could volunteer to help any one of these 

Saturdays, it would be greatly appreciated.   

October 17th is our next work date. Precautions are 

taken to insure the health and protection of both the 

worker and the consumer. 

 

Thank you, Theda Van Horn 

 

                         Food Pantry hours 

              Saturday              Tuesday 

         9:00-11:00 am                        4:00-6:00 pm 

Beginning in 2018, February will be the month for Unit-

ed Methodist Church to donate to the Food Pantry. 
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  Prayers for:    Healing            Family

 Strength            Health           Peace              

            Anxiety Recovery 

 

 

United Methodist Church Prayer Chain 

The purpose of the prayer chain is to offer special prayers for individuals in critical need.  The chain cannot be 

activated without the permission of the family in need.  Call prayer requests to the church office 754-4247.  

The prayer request will be called to the first person on these lists.  Each caller then calls the next person on the 

list.  If that person is unavailable, a call should be placed to the following name and contact made with the first 

party later in the day.  Last name on list does not call anyone. We are in need of more people joining the 

 prayer chain.  Praying for each other is an important ministry that we can do for our church family.  If you 

would be interested in becoming part of this mission, please contact the church office. 

Marilyn Wall 754-5100 Martha Voigt 754-4666 Jackie Cook 754-9115 

Deb Wells 754-5620 Rose Ross 754-4993 Charlene Craig 754-5503 

Nancy Harrington 754-5136 Darla Voigt 750-1401 Mary Ann Rickertsen 754-4038 

Theda Van Horn 754-4541 Lory Thomsen 754-4286 DeEtte Lukasiewicz 750-0246 

Cleo Edwards 754-4853 Charlotte Rasmussen 308-863-2281 Brenda Starkey 750-7967  

Ashley Meyer 308-627-2808 Vanice Bahensky 754-7873 LuAnn Todd 308-380-5022 

    Dorothy Jorgensen 754-4126  

      

Sunday School and Youth Group 

2020-2021 

Sunday school for ages PreK– 4th grade has begun!

It is after every Sunday’s 

Worship service and will last about 45 minutes. 

Snacks will be provided. 

Youth Group for grades 5th– 12th has started! It is 

6:30 pm on Wednesdays.  Meals will be provided. 

For both Sunday School and Youth Group, masks 

will be required for both teachers and students 

when inside the church. Social distancing will be 

practiced when eating. Classes will be held outside 

whenever possible so masks will not be needed as 

much. 

Heart of the Matter “It Takes a Village” 

Epworth Village will be having an Online 

Benefit and Auction on October 15th, 2020.  This 

year it will be a virtual and online event due to 

Covid-19 restrictions.   

Please go to http://www.charityauction.bid/

epworthvillage2020 for more information on this 

event. 

tel:(308)%20750-7967
tel:(308)%20750-7967
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Neighborhood Mic Night 
October 4th,2020 
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United Methodist Women 

The United Methodist Women met September 9, 2020 
at 1:30 PM.  President Carol Philips called the meeting 

to order with 12 members present. We are happy to 
welcome Pastor Susan to our meeting. Charlene Craig 

presented the devotions. 
The Purpose was recited by the members. We took 

time to reconnect by sharing positive news. 
Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Treasurers report was given showing $804.69 in our ac-
count at the end of August. 

Carol Philips reported she has ordered the new program 
book “Knitted Together for God’s Good Work”. Charlene 
Craig reported on Epworth Village.  Next month Charlene 
Craig will be the leader and Marian Odabasi will do the 

devotions and our fellowship time. Carol Philips presented 
a lesson. 

We concluded our meeting with a recognition of Marlene 
Kremlacek. We wish her well as she moves to Missouri. 

Ursula Sorlie served lunch. 

Marian Odabasi 
Secretary ProTemp 

We are starting a new prayer request list. If you 
would like your name added to this list, please 
let the church office know. 

Thank you 
 

 
Note:  We can only publish prayer con-
cerns with the permission of the people 
involved. Also, the Pastor  
often does not find out about hospitalizations. HIP-
PA regulations do not allow the hospital to call  un-
less they are requested to do so.  Please give us a 
call (Church 754-4247) if  you or someone you know 
is in the hospital or desires a call.  Thank you for 
your help. 

 

*Fellowship and Come and Go Coffee time 

has been suspended until further notice.  

Adult Sunday Bible Study has started! 

9:00am Sunday mornings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 

Worship time 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.* 

 

Adult Bible Study  

Sunday morning 9:00 am * 

 

Children’s Education  

Sunday School 11:00 am. 

*New time –after Worship  

 

Youth Group 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 pm dur-

ing school year 

 

Thursday 

Come ‘n Go Coffee 10:00-11:00 

a.m.* 

MISSION STATEMENT   

        ‘Making and Nurturing Disciples’ 
 

 UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ST. PAUL 
 

Epworth Village Needs: 

Monetary gifts 

Gift Cards to Walmart, Walgreens 

Bosselman’s or Casey’s gas purchase cards 

Menard’s gift cards for maintenance needs 

Reams of plain white copy paper 

Antibacterial soap, hand pump or refillables 

Alcohol-free hand sanitizer 

Hand lotion-unscented 

Generic hygiene products-hair products, body wash, 

feminine hygiene products 

Infant-toddler hygiene products 

Infant-toddler baby wipes and disposable diapers 

Paper towels, toilet tissue, napkins 

Medium laundry baskets 

Large duffle bags for foster care belongings 

Basic cleaning supplies for a home 

Letter/brochure folding machine 

Manila folders and label stickers 
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