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Tuesday-Friday 
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Staff    
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Mikaleh Esquitin 
 
 

Board of Trustees 
Brenda Starkey 
Janet Thomsen 

 
Finance 

Evan Carlson 
 
 

 Staff/Parish Relations 
Bob Rasmussen 

 
 

Worship 
 
 
 

 Mission-Outreach 
Mary Ann Rickertsen 

 
 

UMM 
Dave Snow 

Tom Knutson 
 

UMW  
Carol Tjernagel 

 
 

Education 
Nancy Harrington 

 
 

VBS 
Vacant 

 
Auditor 

Larry Hurlburt  
  
 
 
 
 

To the Congregation of St Paul, United Methodist Church 
 

This is to announce that through the discernment of the Cabinet of the Great 
Plains Conference and in consultation with the Pastor Relations Committee, 

your pastor for the Appointive Year 2020-2021 will be Rev. Dr. Susan 
Murithi.  Reverend Dr. Murithi will bring strong ministry to the mission field of 
the St Paul area and will continue to lead your ministries forward in service to 
Christ.  This appointment is to begin July 1, 2020 and as with all appointments 
will be fixed at the time set for Annual Conference.  We appreciate the works 

of ministry within your congregation and trust that you will make every effort to 
build on the many assets of the ministries of St Paul, alongside Rev. Dr. 

Murithi. Know that you are continually upheld in the prayers of the leadership 
of the Great Plains Conference.   

  
May God’s richest blessings be yours, 

Rev. Lance S. Clay 
Prairie Rivers/Elkhorn Valley District Superintendent 

Great Plains Conference 

    2020 
 stpaulneunitedmethodistchurch.com          

      United Methodist Church Newsletter 

April 

My name is Susan 

Murithi. I was born and 

brought up in a country 

called Kenya, in the East-

ern part of Africa. I grew 

up on a small farm with a 

close-knit community 

where we knew all our 

neighbors, their children, 

and their relatives. As 

children, we fetched wa-

ter, collected firewood, 

and helped our families 

with chores after school 

and during holidays. We 

trained in hard work and 

diligence, and yet it was 

so much fun because we 

did it together.  

Cont’d onto next page…. 
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….Cont’d from previous page 

I grew up in a Christian family and hence started going to church as a small child. My parents, who are 
Methodists, named me Susan after Susanna, who was John Wesley's mother. This shaped me as I grew to 
love Methodism and her stand on matters of faith. The church was always exciting. We enjoyed especially 
the time for music as we sang and danced energetically during praise and worship. We also acted plays in 
church once in a while about bible stories and characters. As an oral culture, the gospel was transmitted 
through songs, dance, drama, stories, proverbs, and riddles.  
My call to the ministry came one year after graduating from high school. I wasn't very eager at the time, but 
the calling was too strong I couldn't shake it off. I knew that God was calling me to something bigger, 
something greater than myself, but I was very scared to say yes at first. God, in His patient love, kept pursu-
ing me until I gave in to his grand plan. 

This is my sixteenth year in ministry. In this period, I have worked with both rural and town churches in 
Kenya. In my first appointment, I served with six churches. My next appointment was in a bigger parish 
with nine churches. Later I appointed as the senior pastor of a bigger town church, which had a small young 
church plant. Before my appointment here at St. Paul, I served Mentor/Gypsum charge in Salina District-
Kansas, where I will be until the end of June 2020. 

I trained for ministry at the Kenya Methodist University where I graduated with a Bachelor of theology. A 
few year’s later I joined Drew University in New Jersey and graduated with my Master of Theological 
Studies. I also taught a little in the seminary training pastors and missionaries before joining Asbury semi-
nary in Kentucky for my PhD in Intercultural Studies and graduated in May 2019. 

I am married to Geoffrey Murithi Iringo, who I call Jeff. I met Jeff in church. We were both passionate for 
ministry and were both serving the Lord in different capacities, first as friends. We later realized that we 
liked each other, and the rest is history as they say. Jeff serves the Lord as a local pastor and is a trained 
counselor. He is pursuing his PhD in Counselor Education at Kansas State University in Manhattan, KS. 
We are blessed with two beautiful children. Faith and Nem, who are the greatest gift God has given us. 
Faith is in the 9th grade and loves band, sports, and gymnastics while Nem is in the 5th grade and enjoys 
singing, acting, Girl scouts, and reading books. The two girls love serving God and are active participants 
during worship services. 

In this appointment, I look forward to working with this community as we serve our neighbors and God ac-
cording to our calling. I hope that we actively seek to be kingdom people that have Jesus at the center of 
their lives. I envision a community that is passionate about making disciples for Jesus Christ, and that lives 
according to God's kingdom ethos. I visualize a time when all people in this community are faithful to what 
God calls us to be, keen to explore an adventure in Christ, and be joyful to partner with God in his agenda 
of redeeming the world. 
We are so glad to be part of this community. Thank you for welcoming us to your church. We are excited to 
see what God has in store for all of us as the St. Paul’s community. I hope to meet you all and interact fur-
ther both in church and in the neighborhood. Stay safe and may God protect you from this Pandemic that 
we are all experiencing. You may contact me at my conference email smurithi@greatplainsumc.org 

Welcome 

mailto:smurithi@greatplainsumc.org
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Dear church family, 

“I’ve said these things to you so that you will have peace in me. In the world you have distress. But be encouraged! I 
have conquered the world.” (Jn 16:33) 

Jesus spoke these words to his disciples who found themselves troubled over their current circumstances. All they 
knew was being disrupted. Life was getting messy for them. They were feeling lost and confused, and not exactly 
sure what to do next. So, Jesus tells them that nothing in this world, not their current troubles, not their fears, not 
the chaotic time they found themselves living within was greater than he was. Trust in him, he told them. Trust in 
the comfort and peace that only he could give and know he would always be with them. 

Physically distancing ourselves from one another, empty store shelves, and news reports of the coronavirus spread-
ing has rocked our world and set us back on our heels. But if we can keep our minds on the things of Christ – trusting 
Christ – and know that he is with us, all that disrupts us will dissipate in the peace that only Jesus can offer. So hold 
on to that peace and know God is with you during the difficult times. 

I want to give you an update from the executive steering committee that met March 25th, and some of the things 
going on within the church and community. My biggest concern is keeping us all connected as we physically distance 
ourselves from one another. Some of you have expressed your loss to me, as we are no longer able to meet for wor-
ship and see one another at fellowship times and all of the other things that happen here at the church. Believe me, 
I get it. I, too, am missing all of you and our gathering together. 

In order to help us remain somewhat connected we decided to implement a “Care of Members Team.” All chairper-
sons will have a list of church members whom they will call and “check in” with weekly. I will then “check in” with 
those leaders to learn of pastoral needs, or they will call me. Carrie is formulating this calling list, which may take a 
couple of weeks before this system is up and running. If you, after prayerful consideration, would like to help out 
and be one of the Care Team leaders who call church members please contact me or the church office so we can 
add you to the list. Additionally, during this time, I think it is important for you to have my cell phone number if you 
don’t already have it, (620)714-1499. 

We also discussed the importance of sending cards to our members in the care homes, which have had to imple-
ment plans to keep visitors away during this time. This is a simple way of staying connected to them when they are 
isolated. Currently in Matelyn we have Buck and Dixie Buxton; Russ Swigart, Vanice Bahensky, and Jeannette Har-
vey. At Brookefield is Dorothy Jorgensen. If you could drop them a quick note to let them know you are thinking of 
them, that would be great! 

We also thought it was important to let the community know the church is thinking about them. So, we thought it 
would be great if church members could donate plastic eggs and prepackaged candy, or even the pre-filled eggs to 
the church. A team of volunteers would then be needed to sanitize the eggs, and with gloves on, fill the eggs placing 
them in quart/gallon size baggies with a note from the church saying we are thinking about them. Church members 
could then pick them up the sanitized Easter bags to distribute to the homes in your neighborhood with children. If 
you would like to help with this outreach, please contact the office or Mary Ann Rickertson. We will let you know 
when the Easter bags are ready for distribution. Just remember to wear your disposable gloves while you placing the 
bags on the doorstep of your neighbors. 

Volunteer drivers are needed for the Meals on Wheels food program. The Senior Center, like all restaurants cannot 
seat patrons at this time, so this has increased the deliveries. If you could help deliver meals please contact the Sen-
ior Center.  

 

Cont’d onto next Page…. 
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February Offering Totals              

    Feb. 2nd:          $4,193 

    Feb. 9th:          $1,729 

    Feb. 16th:          $8,833 

    Feb. 23rd:          $960 

   February Attendance 

      Feb. 2nd:   74 

         Feb. 9th:   73 

        Feb. 16th:   67 

        Feb 23rd:   68 

...Cont’d from previous page 

 
The latest recommendations by Governor Rickettes is for our limited gatherings to continue through May 6, 
2020. However, I am sticking with the “until further notice” I put out in last week’s letter. Any date given just 
seems to be extended anyway. As you have probably heard the prognosis put out by the officials yesterday is 
not good. We have a long ways to go, and many more vulnerable people will succumb to this horrible virus 
before it is over. 

I have been working on several things, including the purchase of an updated laptop computer through Me-
morial gifts. This was approved by the Memorial Committee and the Executive Steering Committee. With the 
purchase of a laptop computer this will enable Carrie the flexibility to work from home where Caleb can be 
cared for and be in his own home environment instead here at the church office with his mom. Carrie will be 
working both from home and the church as needed. Once we get on the other side of the COVID-19 crisis 
and things return to normal this laptop with replace the old and failing laptop in the pastor’s office. I still 
plan on being at the church office as many days as I can. Therefore, before you come to the church office 
you may want to call first to see if anyone is here. With the recent passing of CARES stimulus plan the church 
should be able to keep Carrie working her normal hours. I am trying to stay abreast of what that stimulus 
package means for non-profit small businesses like the church. As I learn more I will let you know. 

We are still hoping to have the Easter bags available for distribution next week. Additionally, with great 
thanks to Chad and Carrie Hancock, an Easter banner I ordered is up in the church yard bringing a little ray of 
hope in these troubled times. Speaking of Easter, I have secured the use of the Howard County Fair Grounds 
for our Easter Sunrise service, providing nothing changes from our current status. We will gather at 6:45am 
at the fair grounds where the carnival rides normally set-up. Please remain in your vehicles as the fair board 
is allowing us to use their sound system and assures me you will hear just fine. Later that morning you can 
watch the recorded video on the church’s Facebook page. Easter flowers are still on order and Carrie will let 
those who order know when they are at the church. 

Please continue to practice safe and healthy habits. And remember, most of all, God is with us and will al-
ways be with us. You are in my prayers. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Russ 
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April at a Glance 

April 1 Lonny and Janet Thomsen 

April 2 Udell and Marlene Kremlacek 

April 3 Don and Lynda Berggren 

April 4 Ryan and Erica Krauss 

April 21 Don and Tracie Dearmont 

April 1 Nancy Harrington April 18 Harold Rickertsen 

April 3 Russell Schwenk April 22 Darlene Hanson 

April 4 Jami Wemhoff  Heather Pearson 

April 10 Hunter Gravatt April 24 Marilyn Wall 

April 13 Nick Pedersen April 25 Andrew Thomsen 

April 17 Daylene Fox   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

The Food Pantry here in St. Paul is always looking 

for food donations.  Please help us stock the 

shelves. Any food or paper item is accepted but 

these items are in high demand every month. 

 

Jelly                                                  Syrup 

Pancake Mix                                  Dish Soap   

Cake or Brownie Mixes                 Laundry Soap 

Puddings                                          Pie  Fillings 

Jello            Ketchup 

Toilet Tissue         Cereal 

Mustard          Fruit 

Food Pantry  
The United Methodist Church is responsible for oper-

ating the Food Pantry every third Saturday from 9-11 

am.  If you could volunteer to help any one of these 

Saturdays, it would be greatly appreciated.   

April 18th is our next work date. Precautions are 

taken to insure the health and protection of both the 

worker and the consumer. 

 

Thank you, Theda Van Horn 

 

                       Food Pantry hours 

          Saturday              Tuesday 

    9:00-11:00 am                        4:00-6:00 pm 

Beginning in 2018, February will be the month for Unit-

ed Methodist Church to donate to the Food Pantry. 

 

 

Just a note: 

With the COVID-19 pandemic recommendations in 

place, all in-person worship services, Sunday school 

classes, Youth Group meetings, Bible studies, UMW 

and UMM meetings are cancelled until further no-

tice. This includes any church or community related 

event over ten people that may have been previously 

scheduled with the church. We will keep you in-

formed of any changes.  

*Please watch services on-line on  

Facebook under United Methodist 

Church in St. Paul, Nebraska.  These 

services are not a live-streamed ser-

vice, but are recorded and posted 

soon after the initial recording. If you 

can’t watch on Sunday Morning, you 

can always watch anytime under the 

“videos” section. We encourage you 

all to do so! 
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The quilters and crafters have been busy!  
The corona virus has taken us out of the 

church, but it cannot, and will not take the 
church out of us! Even though we are una-
ble to meet at church we are keeping busy 

at home. To date, we have made and donat-
ed nearly 60 facemasks for use by the staff 
and patients at Aseracare! The Grand Is-
land office serves Valley, Greeley, Sher-
man, Howard, Hall, Adams and Webster 

counties. In addition to the facemasks two 
more quilts were also donated. They are 
always very appreciative of our help and 
we look forward to continuing to assist 

them in the future. Once we can start meet-
ing again and you think this is something 
you might be interested in, please contact 
Ursula Sorlie, Marlene Kremlacek, Carol 

Phillips or Marian Odabasi. 

 

Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, 
to mind your own business and to work 

with your hands.   
1 Thessalonians 4:11 

Quilters and Crafters 
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We are starting a new prayer request list.  If you 
would like your name added to this list, please let the 
church office know. 

Thank you 
 

 
Note:  We can only publish prayer 
concerns with the permission of the 
people involved. Also, Pastor  
Russ often does not find out about 
hospitalizations.  HIPPA regulations do not allow 
the hospital to call  unless they are requested to do 
so.  Please give him a call (Church 754-4247). if you 
or someone you know is in the hospital or desires a 
call.  Thank you for your help. 

For the month of April, there are currently no 

Worship services, Fellowship, Children’s Sun-

day School, Youth Group or Come and Go 

coffee time scheduled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

       

Sunday 

Worship time 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Adult Bible Study  

Sunday morning 9:00 am  

 

Children’s Education  

Sunday School 11:00 am. 

*New time –after Worship  

 

Youth Group 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 pm dur-

ing school year 

 

Thursday 

Come ‘n Go Coffee 10:00-11:00 

a.m. 

MISSION STATEMENT   

‘Making and  
Nurturing Disciples’ 

 
  UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ST. PAUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 

No Circle Meetings this month 

April 

Epworth Village Needs: 

Monetary gifts 

Gift Cards to Walmart, Walgreens 

Bosselman’s or Casey’s gas purchase cards 

Menard’s gift cards for maintenance needs 

Reams of plain white copy paper 

Antibacterial soap, hand pump or refillables 

Alcohol-free hand sanitizer 

Hand lotion-unscented 

Generic hygiene products-hair products, body wash, 

feminine hygiene products 

Infant-toddler hygiene products 

Infant-toddler baby wipes and disposable diapers 

Paper towels, toilet tissue, napkins 

Medium laundry baskets 

Large duffle bags for foster care belongings 

Basic cleaning supplies for a home 

Letter/brochure folding machine 

Manila folders and label stickers 
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Why video or live stream the church service?   

This question has been asked in numerous churches recently. There isn’t just one answer to this question; there are 
several good reasons to offer this service.  Let’s have a little bit of background first.  A year ago a committee was 

formed to study the feasibility and necessity of live streaming our service.  This committee consists of Bob Rasmussen, 
chairperson, Tom Knutson, Brittni Meyer, Bill Greenway, Pastor Russ and Carol Phillips. Brian Clymer was initially on 
the committee but has since moved away.  Bill had contacted Yanda’s Music for an estimate of equipment needed.  

This estimate came in higher than anticipated so an alternative was suggested. For a few Sundays we live streamed the 
service through Facebook Live.  This wasn’t ideal, we also realized we needed to be careful of any copyright violations.  
In the meantime, this project was presented at the Round Table meeting where the Memorial Committee pledged some 

monies to help with the project. At the next Finance Committee a decision was made to proceed with the project with 
the approval of live streaming committee mentioned above. The live streaming committee wasn’t able to meet for a few 
months so no progress was made. The church has had home bound members ask about this service so we know it is a 
real need and will benefit our congregation.  So….back to the reasons for live streaming the service, homebound mem-

bers will be able to stay in touch with their church family, being a part of the worshiping community, learning what we 
are learning and growing as we grow. Members that go to warmer destinations during the winter will be able to stay in 

communion with their home church. College students or families that have moved away will also be able to stay in con-
tact with their church family.   

This equipment will have the capability to record the service so we could also have a DVD made and take it to care 
homes for residents to watch our worship service at their convenience. Additionally, the worship service could be ar-

chived on the website for anyone to watch at a time convenient for them. Funeral services and weddings would also be 
recorded on DVD at a cost for those that can’t travel or attend the service or as a keepsake, and possibly live streamed.   

The spaghetti feed that was originally planned for Wednesday, March 25
th
 as a fundraiser for this project has been post-

poned until further notice. 

If you have any questions, please contact any of the committee members.   

Thank you 
Video/Live Stream Committee members 

World Day of Prayer 

World Day of Prayer was held at the church on March 6th, 2020. A Service was held at 2:00 pm with a 

fellowship time following. In all, approximately 30 ladies were in attendance. 
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United Methodist Church Prayer Chain 

The purpose of the prayer chain is to offer special prayers for individuals in critical need.  The chain cannot be 

activated without the permission of the family in need.  Call prayer requests to the church office 754-4247.  

The prayer request will be called to the first person on these lists.  Each caller then calls the next person on the 

list.  If that person is unavailable, a call should be placed to the following name and contact made with the first 

party later in the day.  Last name on list does not call anyone. We are in need of more people joining the 

 prayer chain.  Praying for each other is an important ministry that we can do for our church family.  If you 

would be interested in becoming part of this mission, please contact the church office. 

Marilyn Wall 754-5100 Rae Lee 754-5209 Jackie Cook 754-9115 

Deb Wells 754-5620 Marlene Kremlacek 754-4876 Charlene Craig 754-5503 

Nancy Harrington 754-5136 Martha Voigt 754-4666 Mary Ann Rickertsen 754-4038 

Theda Van Horn 754-4541 Rose Ross 754-4993 DeEtte Lukasiewicz 750-0246 

Cleo Edwards 754-4853 Lory Thomsen 754-4286 Brenda Starkey 750-7967  

Ashley Meyer 308-627-2808 Charlotte Rasmussen 308-863-2281 LuAnn Todd 308-380-5022 

  Vanice Bahensky 754-7873 Carol Tjernagel 750-2830 

    Dorothy Jorgensen 754-4126  

Preparing a Worship Space 
As we prepare our hearts and our minds to do worship in a way we are unaccustomed -- staying at home -- I invite you to do 
this; set-up a space, a place in your home to call sacred, holy. Perhaps this is a corner of the den, or maybe part of the dining 

room table or the breakfast nook. Maybe for you it’s in your study or office, or in your living room or bedroom. Wherever it is, 
set it aside for the next several weeks, or for however long we need to worship this way before we can all come back together in 

the church building. 

Find something that is meaningful to you such as a picture of Jesus, or a saying, or a wall plaque and set it up there. Decorate 
the space with a nice cloth or some flowers or a vase. Again, make it meaningful to you. Find a cross to place in the center. If you 

have a candle be sure to place it in the space as well. Make sure you have your Bible present. 

As the 10:00 hour approaches on Sunday mornings, I encourage you to gather around that space. Still your heart and your mind, 
and invite the Holy Spirit to come in. Light the candle as a reminder of Christ’s presence. Allow yourself to just be in that space. 

I will post a video to the church’s Facebook page at that hour. I invite you to watch it if you can. If not, numerous churches are 

going to be livestreaming their service tomorrow. Find one that is not going through their Facebook page, but through their 

website. Perhaps there is a local congregation that televises their service, watch it. Just be in worship tomorrow. As we talked 

about several weeks ago at the beginning of Lent, worship is what Jesus did and so too should we if we are to follow in his foot-

steps. (As a side note, I am concerned and can’t help but to wonder if Facebook will be overwhelmed tomorrow by the sheer 

volume of churches using this platform. If so, be patient and keep watching for the video). We hope you can join us! 

Pastor Russ 

tel:(308)%20750-7967
tel:(308)%20750-7967
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Address Service Requested 

 

APRIL 


