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 Office Hours 

Tuesday-Friday 

9:00 a.m.—3:00 pm 

754-4247 
 

Staff    

Rev. Dr. Russell  

Anderson 

 

Church Secretary 

  Carrie Hancock  

 

Custodian 
Integrated Life Choices 

Call Office 

 

Committee Chairs 

Admin Council 

Joe Swanson 

750-6063 

 

Board of Trustees 

Buzz Todd 

Brenda Starkey 

 

Finance 

Dave Harrington 

750-2551 

 

 Staff/Parish Relations 

Bob Rasmussen 

750-0151 

 

Worship 

Lynda Berggren 

750-2324 

Becky Schwenk 

687-6483 

 

 Mission-Outreach 

Nancy Harrington 

754-4247 

 

UMM 

Dave Snow 

Tom Knutson 

 

UMW  

Carol Tjernagel 

750-2830 

 

Education 

Nancy Harrington 

754-4247 

 

VBS 

Vacant 

 

Auditor 

Larry Hurlburt  

  

Laity Event – Prairie Rivers District 
February 8, 2020  

 
Pastors and Lay Leaders:  
 If you remember, at our Church Conferences this year, we discussed the dy-
namics of the changing culture and the need to reflect more intently upon the Scrip-
tures when it comes to how we continue to do ministry.  I presented the upcoming 
Laity Event for the Prairie Rivers District with Kay Kotan, February 8th.  Yes, it’s a 
long letter, but please, follow along…    

It is part of the numerous other opportunities we are making available.  For 
example, I appreciated the conversations that we held at the Fresh Expressions 
training a few weeks ago.  Some of the things shared are included in the following, 
along with my own thoughts.   

We have been strategizing and restructuring for 30 years or more without 
fully weighing the impacts of the changing culture around us.  In the words of man-
agement consultant, educator, and author, Peter Drucker, “Culture eats strategy for 
breakfast.” Things are different. While the needs of people have not changed, what 
they often feel that they need and where they place time, money and effort has transi-
tioned significantly.   
 To reflect on the studies of Walter Bradford Cannon as to how we respond 
when our survival is threatened. I think many of us are aware of the flight or fight 
reactions. In the Fresh Expressions training we were told- Often, when we speak of 
doing church differently or making significant changes to our ministries fight or 
flight responses are most often what meets us.  What can we do differently?  
 Reference was made to the 1960’s concept of the “Diffusion of Innovation” as 
a consideration to moving forward. (https://www.smartinsights.com/marketing-
planning/marketing-models/diffusion-innovation-model/)   Simply framed – How 
do we generate buy-in when it comes to leading our churches to health in a challeng-
ing time?  What is the better way to help bring change? I remember pastors and 
worship leaders who would attend church growth or worship seminars who then re-
turned to their local settings and tried to flip things over to the new ways. They 
wondered why people became upset or worse- left.   
 We are at a point in time that change has moved beyond us. Yet, we hold to 
our old forms and watch as churches close due to loss of members to deaths or lose to 
other churches that seemingly might have more going on… I have also received let-
ters and emails commenting how these other churches proclaim the Bible (which 
they feel the UMC has abandoned).  Does this fall on our leadership, outmoded forms 
of structure, or are there other dynamics…?   
  
 

Cont’d onto next page…. 
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…...Cont’d from previous page 
 
 
A question is- can we do better at leading the church forward? Rather than making abrupt changes, perhaps 
we could strategically introduce transitions at random over longer periods of time… Would doing this allow 
time for these conversations to incubate, leading to a shared vision? What if the leader is intentional about 
inviting others into the vision and building a team? What about creative problem solving?  (An issue in 
moving forward with Fresh Expressions has been the need for changing the culture in the church).  
  There are numerous processes that can help in bringing change.  The speaker of the training for 
Fresh Expressions presented many of them…  A key factor of which we were reminded is that change hap-
pens best from the bottom up… not top down.  While we absolutely must honor the history and the things 
that our churches are doing well, we must look forward, inviting laity to walk alongside us, allowing laity 
into the journey, and creating a shared vision that will bring life and ministry back into our local settings.   

The church must be relevant.  The message must be relevant.  These are thoughts that run through 
my mind as I hear many of the needs shared each week in church services that seem to show our inward fo-
cus. Can anyone remember hearing a prayer request for people in the community to come to know the life 
Christ brings?  More often I hear organ recitals: prayers for hips, knees….  Not to diminish our need to be 
concerned for others… I’m simply asking to rekindle the passion to reach out to others… So, Fresh Expres-
sions is such a tool and resource to help focus outside the four walls.    

Another key component to our DNA as United Methodists would be our past identity:  having been 

birthed as a movement… specifically, a Lay Movement with Class and Society Leaders!  We were not origi-

nally built upon pastor centered models. Perhaps the best gift of innovation for the church today would be to 

rebuild the strength of our ministry: We need lay ministry, lay leadership and lay involvement.  (Ephesians 

4:12- Equipping the saints for the work of ministry…)  How?   

What does developing ministry among lay people look like?  What should the focus be upon?   

•  Gifts and Graces each individual possesses? 

•  Developing spiritual leadership?  

•  Discipleship mentoring/coaching – Who am I and what does this look like?  

•  Discipleship process – looking at all the systems in the church?  

•  Discipleship process – ongoing discernment process?  

This is a framework for the Pastor to be more of a coach, mentor, equipping the laity.  I like the image of the 

Conductor of a symphony.  For that, I realize the importance of seeing the current realities: Again… asking:  

     What has been done in the past?    

     What worked and what no longer works?  

     What in shared lay ministry is positional and what if the result of true Discipleship?   

I hope you have begun these innovative conversations- (not sermons and lectures). Asking: What is 

happening in our churches and in our culture?  What are the challenges?  What can we do to be more Christ 

focused?  What would it take to reflect our DNA as United Methodists?  What would it take to make disci-

ples who will bring transformation to our communities and to our world? What has to change?    

In our church conferences this past fall, I spoke about another tool and resources that we are bringing to the 

Prairie Rivers District:  Please, be a part of the Lay Event:  Launching Lay Leaders – with Kay Kotan  - 

from Arkansas Conference. Director of the Center for Vitality, beginning July 1, 2019. Kotan, having served 

as the Director of Equipping Vital Congregations for the Susquehanna Conference of the United Methodist 

Church, she brings to the position years of experience revitalizing congregations throughout the United 

States and helping to establish new church starts within and outside of central Pennsylvania.   

 

 

Cont’d onto next page…. 
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January Worship 
 

January 5th: Epiphany Sunday  
with Holy Communion. 
Liturgical Color: White 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 
“Beginning” 
 
January 12th: Baptism of the Lord Sunday 
Liturgical Color: White 
Isaiah 42:1-9; Matthew 3:13-17 
“Happiness” 
Remembering our baptism 

 

    January Worship 
 
January 19th: Second Sunday of Epiphany 
United Methodist Women Sunday 
Liturgical Color: Green 
The UMW will lead us in worship. 
 
January 26th: Third Sunday of Epiphany  
Liturgical Color: Green 
Isaiah 9:1-4; Matthew 4:12-23 
“Following” 
 
 
 

January Worship Services 

……...Cont’d from previous page 
 

Now working with the Cabinet, clergy, laity, and congregations in church revitalization and creat-

ing new places for new people to know Jesus Christ, alongside the Arkansas Conference. She is a passionate 

lay person who has worked in banking and was a business owner for more than 20 years. She is a Coach U 

and Advanced Coach U graduate, an accredited coach (Professional Certified Coach – PCC) with the Inter-

national Coaching Federation, a certified Path 1 coach, and served on the faculty at Coaching4Clergy.  She 

is the author of numerous books and workbooks on the subject of creating vital congregations, includ-

ing Gear Up: Nine Essential Processes for the Optimized Church; Mission Possible: Structuring Your Church for 

Missional Effectiveness; Full Schedules, Barren Souls; IMPACT!: Reclaiming the Call of Lay Ministry; Necessary 

Nine – Nine Things Effective Pastors Do Differently, and others.  

 Pastors, encourage, invite, support, bring--- whatever it takes, your lay people to hear what is to be 

shared in these conversations.  This is a critical moment in time regarding the calls to ministry that we 

share together- clergy and laity.  

 Pastors, this has been planned to assist you in your ministries.  It comes as a response to the assess-

ments and the responses provided by the SPRC’s concerning the needs within the congregations. It will not 

be a one and done event but will be included in your assessments next year to see what has developed and 

helped move congregations forward.   

 If you have questions about this event, contact me or Jeannie Leeper (jleeper@greatplainsumc.org).  

Registration is on the Prairie Rivers District website: prairieriversdistrict.com   Registration is $25.  Re-

member scholarships are available for laity if needed.    

Lance Clay      

Prairie Rivers District Superintendent  

      *NOTE– please see page 9 for more information on this event 
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November Offering Totals              

 Nov. 3rd             $2,922 

 Nov. 10th           $1,514 

 Nov. 17th              $4,765 

 Nov. 24th       $3,486 

   November Attendance 

   Nov. 3rd:                70 

    Nov. 10th:              92 

    Nov. 17th:       69 

    Nov. 24th:               93 

   

Holy Land pilgrimage: Lands of the Bible Cruise. 

Pastors Russ and Trudy invite you to join them on a 12-day pilgrimage, October 24 – November 6, 

2020, exploring the very places where Christianity began and flourished. We will walk in the land Jesus 

called home and step foot in the places Paul traveled on his missionary journeys.  

This all-inclusive (round-trip airfare, transfers, cruise, most excursions, fees and taxes) pilgrimage 

begins and ends in Rome aboard Royal Caribbean’s Explorer of the Seas as it sails to ports in Greece, Tur-

key, Italy and Israel. While aboard the ship you can take in Broadway style shows and Ice-skating extrava-

ganzas. When docked in port we will visit such places as Bethlehem, the place of Jesus birth; Jerusalem 

where Jesus gathered his disciples in the Upper Room, the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus prayed, Caia-

phas’ house where Jesus faced trial, and the Church of the Holy Sepulcher built over the site of his crucifix-

ion. We’ll also travel to the Sea of Galilee for a boat ride; visit Capernaum where Peter lived; the Mount of 

Beatitudes and Tabgha where the feeding of the 5,000 occurred. Plus, we will sail to some of the places Paul 

visited on his journeys such as Corinth, Ephesus, Athens and Cyprus. 

This pilgrimage to the Holy Land and ancient ports will undoubtedly enrich the way you read and 

experience the Bible. So, we invite you to come sail with us on this faith adventure for spiritual renewal and 

awakening. We are hosting several informational meetings so you can learn more with several dates and lo-

cations to choose from for your convenience, The next two available dates for these informational meetings 

are Sunday, January 12th at 1:00 pm here at the St. Paul UMC, and also on Sunday, February 9th at 3:00 pm 

at First Faith in Grand Island.  Register early and save.   
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5 9:00 am Adult Sunday School  

10:00 am  Worship Service  

11:00am (After Worship service) Sunday School-

kids 

Christmas Decor taken down after worship ser-

vice 

6 UMM Meeting 8:00am Sweet Shoppe 

8 Disciple Study with Pastor Russ 6:00 pm 

Youth Group Gr. 5-12   6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

12 9:00 am Adult Sunday School  

10:00 am  Worship Service  

11:00am (After Worship service) Sunday School-

kids 

14 UMW meeting 1:30 pm 

Finance meeting 7:00 pm 

15 Disciple Study with Pastor Russ 6:00 pm 

Youth Group Gr. 5-12   6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

16 Quilters n’ Crafters 1:30 pm 

18 UMC helps with Food Pantry 9-11 am 

19 9:00 am Adult Sunday School  

10:00 am  Worship Service 

11:00am (After Worship service) Sunday School-

kids 

UMW Sunday 

21 Admin Council Meeting 7:00 pm 

22 Disciple Study with Pastor Russ 6:00 pm 

Youth Group Gr. 5-12   6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

26 9:00 am Adult Sunday School  

10:00 am  Worship Service (Youth Sunday) 

11:00am (After Worship service) Sunday School-

kids 

29 Disciple Study with Pastor Russ 6:00 pm 

Youth Group Gr. 5-12   6:30 pm 

Choir 7:30 pm 

January at a Glance 

 No Anniversaries this month 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Jan 1 Claude Sorlie Jan 11 Tim Ross 

Jan 2 Russell Swigart Jan 12 Becky Schwenk 

Jan 5 Diane Johnson Jan 13 Emily Christensen 

Jan 6 Greg Ingold Jan 14 Ashley Meyer 

Jan 7 Maxine Hoselton  Jeff Vogel 

 Jim Ross Jan 18 Martha Voigt 

Jan 8 Marvin Schwenk Jan 19 Anthony Esquitin 

 Darby Greenway Jan 23 Lisa Porter 

Jan 10 Austin Starkey Jan 24 Erica Krauss 
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We are starting a new prayer request list.  If you 

would like your name added to this list, please let the 

church office know. 

Thank you 

 
 

Note:  We can only publish prayer 

concerns with the permission of the 

people involved. Also, Pastor  

Russ often does not find out about hospitalizations.  

HIPPA regulations do not allow the hospital to call  

unless they are requested to do so.  Please give him a 

call (Church 754-4247). if you or someone you know 

is in the hospital or desires a call.  Thank you for 

your help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

        Come, meet your church family.   

           You will like us! 

Sunday 

Worship time 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Adult Bible Study  

Sunday morning 9:00 am  

 

Children’s Education  

Sunday School 11:00 am. 

*New time –after Worship  

 

Youth Group 

Wednesday evenings 6:30 pm 

during school year 

 

Thursday 

Come ‘n Go Coffee 10:00-11:00 

a.m. 

MISSION STATEMENT   

‘Making and  
Nurturing Disciples’ 

 
  UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF ST. PAUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIRCLE MEETINGS 

No Circle Meetings this month 

January 

Epworth Village Needs: 

Monetary gifts 

Gift Cards to Walmart, Walgreens 

Bosselman’s or Casey’s gas purchase cards 

Menard’s gift cards for maintenance needs 

Reams of plain white copy paper 

Antibacterial soap, hand pump or refillables 

Alcohol-free hand sanitizer 

Hand lotion-unscented 

Generic hygiene products-hair products, body wash, 

feminine hygiene products 

Infant-toddler hygiene products 

Infant-toddler baby wipes and disposable diapers 

Paper towels, toilet tissue, napkins 

Medium laundry baskets 

Large duffle bags for foster care belongings 

Basic cleaning supplies for a home 

Letter/brochure folding machine 

Manila folders and label stickers 
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         Christmas Cheer 
 

 As I’m sitting here on this snowy Sunday after Christmas, I can’t believe how quickly 

the last month has gone by.  It seems like only last week that we agreed to help chair the How-

ard County Christmas Cheer for 2019.  In reality, it was September and Christmas seemed a 

long ways away.  Not knowing what we were getting ourselves into, we jumped right in and 

started meeting and planning.  Fast forward to December 20, distribution day for the Christmas 

Cheer gifts.  This year 16 families applied.  In these 16 families there were 39 children between 

the ages of 1 ½ and 18.  There were 19 boys and 20 girls. We also had some single adults need-

ing and requesting assistance.   We had gift tags on trees at three different locations.  St. 

Mark’s, the hospital as well as here in our church.  We had such strong support in each location 

that the committee didn’t have to purchase any extra gifts.  Dollar General also did a toy drive 

so we were able to donate those toys to each family.  In addition to the gift tags, we collected 

hats, mittens and socks.  We had such an overwhelming response to this; we were able to give 

each family member at least two sets of each item.  We also had enough left over to donate a 

small box to the school for those children that have lost or forgotten their hats or gloves.  We 

also saved a few that we will use next year.  In addition to these gifts we received numerous fi-

nancial donations.  Some donated at church, others went directly to the bank and made a dona-

tion. We started the year with a balance of $2,422.41, we added donations of $2019.66.  We 

spent $1240.00 on gift cards to Hometown Market and $100.38 for boxes of candy for each 

family.  Plus an additional $7.70 for postage.  This left a balance of  $3093.99 to carry over to 

2020.  Each family received a Hometown gift card.  The amount they received was dependent 

on the size of their family.  Distribution day finally arrived with much anticipation on our part.  

As families came to receive their packages, they were very appreciative.  Some shared part of 

their story as to why they applied and needed some help this year.  There were tears as well as 

laughter as these packages were carried out. 

No matter how you supported this outreach we appreciate it so much and we know these 16 

families appreciated it too.  We look forward to being part of this community outreach again in 

2020.  If you have any questions or are interested in helping in some way, please let one of us 

know. 

Thank you so much! 

 Dave and Connie Snow 

 Mike and Carol Phillips 

Barb Lepper and Linda McKnight Co-chairs St. Mark’s Lutheran 

 

 
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God”.   

Hebrews  13:16 
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Christmas Cheer was a success!  This 

was our first year coordinating this 

event, along with St. Mark’s Lutheran 

Church. 

We want to send out many thanks to 

all those that came to help and con-

tributed gifts and time to this yearly 

outreach event. 

Some of the ‘elves’ busy at 

work on Christmas Cheer  

distribution day! 

Present Wrapping day! 
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Rekindle the Fire, Reclaim the Call  

Prairie Rivers District 
 

Laity and clergy are invited to this annual gathering on February 7-8, 2020 at York, NE First UMC to reflect 

on mentorship and leadership. Come enjoy an informal time of preliminary conversations on ministry, mentor-

ship and connections. The keynote speaker is Kay Kotan, director of the Center for Multiplying Disciples for 

the Arkansas UMC Conference. Gather your network teams–you don't want to miss this! 

Cost is $25, which includes lunch and the book, "Impact! Reclaiming the Call of Lay Ministry." (For scholar-

ship inquiries, contact Tonja Read, Prairie Rivers administrative assistant.) 

Questions? Please contact: Jeanie Leeper: 308-380-7223 or Mary Plock: 402-366-5473 

Schedule: Friday, February 7, 6:30-8:30 p.m. –  informal time of preliminary conversations on ministry, men-

torship and connections. Saturday, February 8, 9:00 a.m.-4 p.m. – welcome and training 

 

Event Lodging: 

Hampton Inn by Hilton, 309 West David Drive, York, NE 68467 - 402-362-0222 

·         Room Type : 2 Queen, Rate $99 

·         Room Type 1 Queen, Rate $89 

Attendees can book directly on line: https://hamptoninn3.hilton.com York NE using special rate code: LCG 

Thank you church family! Your 

generosity through the Christmas 

season is so gratefully appreciated. 

My family and I want to thank you 

for the gifts we received. The 

blessings you have bestowed upon 

us are heartfelt and I thank you for 

that. May your New Year be one of 

many blessings. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Russ   

 

Thank you everyone that worked 

and furnished food for the ten funer-

als we served in 2019. The families 

really appreciated our helping them 

at this sad time. 

Mary Ann Rickertsen 

Thank you! 

https://goo.gl/maps/mroBopUvQNkewQtb8
mailto:prairierivers@greatplainsumc.org
mailto:jleeper@greatplainsumc.org
tel:+14023620222
https://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/
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*Usher-Greeter Monthly list* 

These duties have  been assigned to those who have shown interest in volunteering to do these things.  

If  you would, at any time, be interested in being added to this list, please let Carrie in the office know 

and she can add you!  You can either be added in the regular monthly calendar as an Usher or Greeter, or 

you may choose to be added to the Alternates list.  Remember, it is your responsibility to find a replace-

ment from the alternates list if you are unable to help at the times listed below.  We truly appreciate all 

the hard work that our volunteers are willing to do! 

Don’t forget, the clipboards to sign up for Fellowship, Candle lighters and Scripture are still located in the Narthex.  

Please continue to volunteer, we need your help.  There are opportunities to usher, greet, and light candles as well as 

host fellowship. Also pastor could use your help in reading scripture, and if you are musically blessed, we have a sign 

up sheet for that too! 

There is money available to help purchase food items for fellowship.  Please contact the church office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: The United Methodist Men will be ushers and greeters every 3rd Sunday of every 

month. On Youth Sundays, the Youth Group will be ushers, greeters, and scripture readers. 

See next page for list of Alternates for Ushers and Greeters. 

 

Month Greeters Ushers 

August 2019 Bob and Francine Rasmussen Connie Snow/Carol Phillips 

September 2019 Harold and Mary Ann  

           Rickertsen 

Sept 29th– Youth Sunday 

Doug and Darla Voigt 

October 2019 Dave and Connie Snow Mike and Carol Phillips 

November 2019 Martha Voigt/Karen Killion Larry and Deirdre Hurlburt 

December 2019 Lefty and Jolene Wolfe 

Dec. 29th– Youth Sunday 

Bob and Francine Rasmussen 

January 2020 Mike and  Carol Phillips Dave and Connie Snow 

February 2020 Gary and Charlene Craig Diane Johnson/ Mary Ann Rickertsen 
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Alternates list: (for Ushers and Greeters) 

 

Greeters Only: 

Martha Voigt                    754-4666         mevoigt@hotmail.com 

Karen Killion                     754-2070 

Lefty and Jolene Wolfe-  308-687-6175           jolene.killinger@gmail.com 

Harold Rickertsen         754-4038        rick@hamilton.net 

Gary Craig (Feb-May only) 754-5503         ccflowers.craig8@gmail.com                   

Greeters or Ushers: 

Charlene Craig                754-5503          ccflowers.craig8@gmail.com 

(Feb-May only) 

Dave and Connie Snow    754-4023          dpclsnow@charter.net 

Diane Johnson          308-379-8716          djohnson27@msn.com 

Mary Ann Rickertsen       754-4038          hrick@hamilton.net 

Larry and Deidre Hurlburt-  750-0995           titanic.hurlburt@yahoo.com 

Doug and Darla Voigt       750-3973          dvoigt00@gmail.com(Darla) 

                dvoigt332@gmail.com(Doug) 

Carol and Mike Phillips   308-380-9127          cjmphillips4@gmail.com 

Bob and Francine 

Rasmussen      750-2594           rasfamily2011@hotmail.com 

Theda Van Horn     754-4541   

    

 

mailto:mevoigt@hotmail.com
mailto:jolene.killinger@gmail.com
mailto:hrick@hamilton.net
mailto:ccflowers.craig8@gmail.com
mailto:ccflowers.craig8@gmail.com
mailto:dpclsnow@charter.net
mailto:djohnson27@msn.com
mailto:hrick@hamilton.net
mailto:titanic.hurlburt@yahoo.com
mailto:dvoigt00@gmail.com
mailto:dvoigt332@gmail.com(Doug)
mailto:cjmphillips4@gmail.com
mailto:rasfamily2011@hotmail.com
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An exciting engagement opportunity for laity is officially happening for our conference. The 

Laity Summit will take place on Saturday, March 21, 2020 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at First 

UMC in Kearney, NE. This is for all lay persons, lay servants, lay leaders, and laity discern-

ing a call for more of a leadership role. It will be a one-stop leadership gathering with wor-

ship, workshops, childcare, and food! We are aiming for all in attendance to network and ob-

tain learning and resources for leadership.   Keynote speaker: 

 

 

David C. Teel is the director of laity and spiritual leadership at Disci-

pleship Ministries in Nashville, Tennessee. A writer, editor, and Chris-

tian educator, David is a graduate of Vanderbilt Divinity School and 

served United Methodist Churches for 15 years before joining Abing-

don Press as the Covenant Bible Study project manager and senior aca-

demic book editor. David also serves on the board of the Vanderbilt 

Wesley Foundation. 

Enthusiastic about creatively equipping lay leaders for engaged minis-

try within and beyond the local church, David is driven by a passion for intentional and rela-

tional discipleship. His vocation as a Christian educator is expressed in a longing to help all 

people connect with sacred power by interpreting the significance of faith for everyday life. 

Last year he contributed a short piece to the 2018 Fall Yale Reflections Magazine. A fan of 

the Tennessee Titans, eclectic Spotify playlists, and indie filmmaking, David is married to 

Alecia Krisle Teel and has two daughters, Anastasia and Eliana (and a yellow Labrador Re-

triever named Digby). 

Register by going to the Great Plains website, greatplainsumc.org.  The cost is $15 per per-

son and that includes lunch, materials from workshops and walk-away resources for oppor-

tunity. Registration closes March 7, 2020. Child care is available on-site, but you must regis-

ter by February 21, 2020. There will be no child care registration at the event. 

https://reflections.yale.edu/article/sex-gender-power-reckoning/what-makes-man-man
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This and That….. 

We still have a couple jackets, coats 

and sweaters that have been with us for 

awhile. If you are missing something, 

please check to see if one of these is yours. The 

Lost and Found is located in the office. Please ask 

Carrie to see the items we have located around the 

church. Please take note that Carrie from the 

office will be taking things to the Goodwill/

Thrift store in the next month.  If you think you 

may be missing something, please come and 

check out our lost and found! 

**************************************** 

 

 

 

 

 

The Food Pantry here in St. Paul is always looking for 

food donations.  Please help us stock the shelves. Any 

food or paper item is accepted but these items are in 

high demand every month. 

Pancake Mix          Syrup 

Cake or Brownie Mixes                 Dish Soap 

Puddings                                          Laundry Soap 

Jello            Pie Fillings 

Toilet Tissue         Ketchup  

Mustard         Cereal 

Fruit 

        

        Food Pantry hours 

            Saturday              Tuesday 

       9:00-11:00 am         4:00-6:00 pm 

Beginning in 2018, February will be the month for United 

Methodist Church to donate to the Food Pantry. 

Box Tops for Education 

Even though we are no longer col-

lecting these for Epworth Village, 

please continue to bring these cou-

pons to church. We will donate them 

to the school. 

Food Pantry  
The United Methodist Church is responsible for oper-

ating the Food Pantry every third Saturday from 9-11 

am.  If you could volunteer to help any one of these 

Saturdays, it would be greatly appreciated.  

January 18th is our next work date. 

 

Thank you, Theda Van Horn 

 

 

 

Goodwill Industries will be 

having a donation drive in St. 

Paul beginning on Monday, 

January 27th,2020 until Mon-

day, February 3rd,2020. 

This drop off trailer will be located in 

the City Lot, 6th and Grand. 

 

School Children Milk Money 

Our church is committed to the St. Paul 

Public Schools for those children who 

otherwise would not have it available.  

Please keep this mission in your prayers 

and consider donating to this wonderful 

cause. Make sure and note it on your 

check. Thank you! 
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United Methodist Church Prayer Chain 

The purpose of the prayer chain is to offer special prayers for individuals in critical need.  The chain cannot be 

activated without the permission of the family in need.  Call prayer requests to the church office 754-4247.  

The prayer request will be called to the first person on these lists.  Each caller then calls the next person on the 

list.  If that person is unavailable, a call should be placed to the following name and contact made with the first 

party later in the day.  Last name on list does not call anyone. We are in need of more people joining the 

 prayer chain.  Praying for each other is an important ministry that we can do for our church family.  If you 

would be interested in becoming part of this mission, please contact the church office. 

Marilyn Wall 754-5100 Rae Lee 754-5209 Jackie Cook 754-9115 

Deb Wells 754-5620 Marlene Kremlacek 754-4876 Charlene Craig 754-5503 

Nancy Harrington 754-5136 Martha Voigt 754-4666 Mary Ann Rickertsen 754-4038 

Theda Van Horn 754-4541 Rose Ross 754-4993 DeEtte Lukasiewicz 750-0246 

Cleo Edwards 754-4853 Lory Thomsen 754-4286 Brenda Starkey 750-7967  

Ashley Meyer 308-627-2808 Charlotte Rasmussen 308-863-2281 LuAnn Todd 308-380-5022 

  Vanice Bahensky 754-7873 Carol Tjernagel 750-2830 

    Dorothy Jorgensen 754-4126  

       United Methodist Women 
The United Methodist Women met on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 with eight members present. 

Carol Tjernagel called the meeting to order. Charlene presented devotions “the Value of Time Alone.  

The minutes were read and approved. 

Distribution of money from Treasury was discussed and distribution is as follows: Theda VanHorn made a motion to retain $250.00 in 

our treasury account. Carol Phillips seconded. Carried. 

Charlene Craig made a motion for a Gift of Memory for Elaine McClellan and Lois Berggren and Special Mission for Connie Snow at 

$40.00. Rose Ross seconded. Carried. Charlene Craig made a motion to give $60.00 each to Salvation Army, Hope Harbor, Big Gar-

den, Crisis Center, Food Pantry, Christmas Cheer and $100.00 to Epworth Village. Theda VanHorn seconded. Carried. Total Distribu-

tion $460.00. 

President Carol Tjernagel proposed several motions to help transition to the new format for 2020 meetings. 

Theda VanHorn made a motion to continue as St. Paul United Women for the year of 2020, with revised state of officers. Rose Ross 

seconded. Carried. 

Charlene Craig made a motion to submit Secretary, Mary Ann Rickertsen, Treasurer Jackie Cook as officers, to the Prairie Rivers Dis-

trict. Carol Phillips seconded. Carried.  

Jackie Cook moved to submit Carol Phillips, as contact person, to the Prairie Rivers District. Cleo Edwards seconded. Carried. 

Charlene Craig moved for monthly meetings to continue to use the three main parts of the PURPOSE.  Theda VanHorn seconded. 

Carried. 

Marian Odabasi moved to continue monthly meetings with designated leaders and helpers. Carol Phillips seconded. Carried. 

Jackie Cook moved to ask for donations at meetings instead of planning and doing fundraisers. Carol Phillips seconded. Carried. 

Treasurer’s Report a balance of $853.53.      

Meeting time January 14th will be at 1:30 pm.    Marian Odabasi 

         Secretary Pro Tem. 

tel:(308)%20750-7967
tel:(308)%20750-7967
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Administrative Council Meeting 

December 17th, 2019 

The regular meeting of the Administrative Council was called to order by and led by Pastor Russ starting at 7:05 pm. He began with a prayer. In 

attendance were Pastor Russ Anderson, Ashley Meyer, Marlene Kremlacek, Theda Van Horn, Abby Fuller, Tom Powell, Dave Harrington, and 

Carrie Hancock.  

Pastor entertained a motion to approve the October Ad Council minutes. Dave made the motion, and Marlene seconded. Motion carried to ap-

prove October minutes.  

Treasurer: Tom Powell reported our Operating Checking account is ($8,210), Resources Available $40,422, Income Giving $12,894, Total 

Income $20,145, Total Expenditures $15,835, Current Month Gain/(Loss) $4,310, and Year to date Gain/(Loss) ($1,987).  

There was some discussion on how much money is in the Fundraising within the General Account. 20% of this will go to Youth Ministries for 

Scholarships to go to camp, and it appears to be a good amount. Dave also brought up he found out that he and Joe Swanson are on the checking 

accounts at Citizens Bank, and in 2020 they will need to come off and Evan Carlson and Mikaleh Esquitin will need to be added.  

We did several votes to remove some people off of Citizens accounts and voted to add a replacement as our committees change in 2020. These 

will be in effect on January 1st, 2020: 

Our first vote was to remove Dave Harrington and Joe Swanson off of the General Fund account, and add Evan Carlson and Mikaleh Esquitin. 

Theda Van Horn made a motion, and Abby Fuller seconded. All in agreement. Motion carried. 

Next vote was to remove Dave Harrington, Joe Swanson, and Harold (Buzz) Todd from the Building Account (Trustees), and to add Evan 

Carlson, Mikaleh Esquitin, and Janet Thomsen. Tom Powell made a motion, and Ashley Meyer seconded. All in agreement. Motion carried. 

Our final vote was to remove Dave Harrington and Joe Swanson from the Memorial Account, and to add Evan Carlson and Mikaleh Esquitin. 

A motion was made by Marlene Kremlaceck, and seconded by Tom Powell. All in agreement. Motion carried. 

 Dave said that the Soup Supper that was on Dec. 11th made $1,000. The Bake Sale collected a fair amount also, and that money went 

to the Christmas Cheer Fund. Marlene said that the ladies of UMW will look into getting some soup spoons for future Soup Suppers. Dave also 

mentioned that if anyone else needs to go through Safe Gatherings (background check and training for all those that work with children) for the 

church that they get reimbursed the amount it takes to do that. Everyone was in agreement. 

Memorial: Marlene reported that she just received a report from Francine Rasmussen with recent money going into Memorial, so she will need 

to go through that and sort it out. Memorial will also have a scholarship to send out in January for Hayley Fox. Pastor discussed that we might 

want to purchase new Advent Candles and stand for the future. The candles will be oil-filled so it would last a long time.  

Education: Ashley reported that the Live Nativity went very well. There was discussion on what worked and what we might do differently next 

year if it was decided to be done again. 

Office: Pastor reported that the office computer will be needing an upgrade. It has Windows 7 and will work better on Windows 10. This will 

need to be done in January sometime. This would be a whole new computer and Computer Concepts will move all the data from the old to the 

new. This will cost around $500-$700 dollars. Marlene said that Memorial may be able to offer some funds to help with this, in memory of 

someone. 

Pastor: Pastor reported that Finance voted on a Christmas Eve offering at the last meeting. It was decided that it will go to the Heartland Disas-

ter Recovery Group, which is the United Way in Grand Island. This group helps with the Flood Relief, in a more local area.  

He also reported that the Prairie Rivers District is putting on a conference in February, for clergy and laity. This conference really stressed in-

cluding laity and what they can to do be involved. Pastor entertained a motion to offer help to offset some of the costs of this if someone is inter-

ested in going. 

Dave made a motion to offer help with these costs, and Ashley seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor also brought up that we may need to purchase CVLI (Church Video License). This provides blanket copyright coverage to show movies 

in many church activities including sermon illustrations, youth events, movie nights, and children’s ministry. This is a yearly cost of about $200. 

This will come out of the Worship account. Pastor entertained a motion to go ahead and get CVLI. Tom made the motion, and Dave seconded. 

Motion carried. 

Pastor also spoke on General Conference that is scheduled in May 2020. He discussed that there will be many changes coming up. He is plan-

ning on having small gatherings with the congregation to discuss the different plans and get a feel for how everyone feels on the direction of the 

church. He ended the meeting with a big thanks to those who will be going off of committees and all the leadership and support. Theda ended 

the meeting with a prayer. 

Worship: No report 

SPPRC: No report 

Trustees: No report 

Healthy Congregation: No Report 

UMW: No report 

UMM: No report 

Outreach: No Report 

Open Discussion: None 

Next meeting scheduled will be January 21st at 7:00 pm. 
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Address Service Requested 

 

      January 


