
Presidents Report to the Board  

July 10, 2022 

 

 

We have not had much activity in this month to report on with the onset of summer and 

our members escaping the heat to vacation or return to their summer homes.  Currently 

there is nothing to say about” The Search” – we are now waiting for the UUA to proceed. 

 

Operations: 

 

Parking Lot      One welcome surprise was the call from Asphalt Restoration telling me 

they had a cancellation and wanted to fill it with our job. The parking lot was done last 

week, looks good, and we saved on cost from estimate to final invoice. I have a request 

from Judy that she be allowed to park closer to the building when she is working here 

alone.  I looked at the Handicapped spaces in front and until we need all of them, I suggest 

we change out one spot and mark it reserved for the CA.  We can use a temporary sign 

until we have one made. Cost is minimal and we can change back when it is needed. 

 

Memorial Garden:    Darnell Kirksey has volunteered to maintain the garden. She will be 

watching and cleaning the fountain when necessary as well as cleaning the bird droppings 

off the benches sand the tops of the wall.    We will at some time need to clean inside the 

fountain to eliminate the algae and also consider pruning the olive trees back more than 

a trim.  They are messy and beginning to intrude on the path. 

 

Professional Development -  Attendance at UUA-GA: 

 

I could write pages on my GA experience. Of the three I have attended- all virtual – this 

was by far the best. I came away with information, ideas, and a feeling we are a part of a 

pretty awesome religion – not because it is liberal but because it is working to become 

fully inclusive and so far from the atmosphere and participation, I would say we are 

definitely moving in the right direction.   I do not know how to describe the feelings except 

to say that watching and “sharing through the chat” felt like we were there and connected. 

Much of the spiritual message was around what the effects will be from the Scotus ruling. 

There were many opportunities to express feelings including joining a city-wide protest 

that evening in downtown Portland. 

 

I also came away knowing that we – this congregation – are heading in the right direction. 

I will share when we meet and as it fits and not bore you to death with the details.  We 

will however be talking about Article II –of the UUA Bylaws which govern among other 

things our principles and our sources. There are changes coming.  



 

Committee Activities: 

 

Finance – New: 

We now have the “bones” of a Finance Committee.  I will be asking for your approval on 

the membership during the meeting. We have a way to go but we should be able to get 

there with this group. All have some experience with finance and boards. 

 

Aesthetics: 

The Aesthetics duo has made a recommendation for work on the floors.  They would 

encourage us to wait until we have the interior of the building painted. This will give them 

and us time to research what might be best to use in the areas and to gather estimates 

on the work.  I am sure you have noticed the new table coverings in the Social Hall and 

the movement of the plagues and pictures to our History Corner.  Next up is the Welcome 

Corner.  We are all trying to make better use of the Hallway to the Library. 

 

Looking for Volunteers: 

Membership:    Libby called today to tell me that Lee and Mary Jane Askern have 

joined the Membership Committee giving them a well needed boost.   With Lobby 

on the MSC, they will need additional help and the Askern’s have been long time 

members of the Church. It is nice to see them becoming mor active. 

 

Questers:   Questers is looking for a one new member for the 22-23 year as the 

have lost Julie Wambach. Julie has decided to retire to do other activities and to 

take care of her health. She has been a great contributor both as a committee 

member and as one of the instructors. We are hoping she will continue to teach a 

class once in a while for the program.   Questers also has two members on the MSC 

reducing their volunteer hours considerably. 

 

Buildings and Grounds and Stewardship:      Still looking -   

 

I am hoping that when we meet in September, I will have filled our last two chair positions 

by then.   If you have suggestions – I am listening. 

 

Yours in faith, Friendship, and gratitude 

Sherry 

  


