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Granite Falls, North Carolina

An aerial photograph taken on Wednesday, November 13, 2019 looking
north from the Grace Chapel United Methodist Church parking lot
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Melton Earns Director Gold Credentials

Caldwell Journal Info

“Published on our website each Thursday”
Established October 2, 2014
www.caldwelljournal.com
www.facebook.com/CaldwellJournal
mark.jackson@caldwelljournal.com

LENOIR, NC (November 13, 2019) -- Kelly Melton of
Caldwell County recently earned the Director Gold credential from the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA) as part of her service on the Board of
Directors for Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation.

The content of the articles or the advertisements does
not necessarily represent the opinions of anyone
affiliated with the Caldwell Journal. The Caldwell
Journal is a non-discriminatory paper.

Our Deadline Is On Friday At 5pm
For Next Week's Paper

Caldwell Journal Weather
High 45 Low 31
Precipitation: 0%

.

Mostly cloudy, a little rain.
High 55 Low 31
Precipitation: 55%
Partly sunny.
High 54 Low 25
Precipitation: 5%
Plenty of sunshine
High 53 Low 34
Precipitation: 1%
Mostly cloudy
High 55 Low 37
Precipitation: 11%
An afternoon shower or two.
High 53 Low 37
Precipitation: 60%
High 61 Low 31
Precipitation: 25%

In order to earn the credential, electric cooperative directors must complete a variety of courses on topics ranging
from finance to technology and then commit to a continuing education requirement throughout their service on
the co-op board.
Today’s electric utility environment imposes new demands on electric cooperative directors, particularly for
increased knowledge of ongoing changes in the electric
utility business, new governance skills and a working
knowledge of the cooperative business principles. Blue
Ridge Energy has a commitment to work through NRECA
to sharpen this body of knowledge for the benefit of their
electric cooperative consumer-owners.
NRECA represents more than 900 private, consumerowned electric cooperatives, which provide electric service to nearly 40 million people in 47 states. Blue Ridge
Energy serves some 76,000 member-owners in Ashe, Alleghany, Watauga, Caldwell and parts of Alexander,
Avery and Wilkes counties.
Learn more at
www.BlueRidgeEnergy.com.

CCC&TI Announces
Spring Semester Registration
HUDSON, NC (November 7, 2019) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute has announced that
registration for new students for the Spring 2020 Semester begins Nov. 14 on both campuses. Students can begin
the process today of applying and meeting with an advisor to ensure early registration for spring courses.
Final registration for all students will be held on Thursday, Jan. 2, 2020. Spring Semester classes begin Monday,
Jan. 6, 2020.
Students needing more information or to schedule a registration appointment, please call 828-726-2200 for the
Caldwell Campus or 828-297-3811 for the Watauga Campus.
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Hudson Elementary School is Awarded the
NC Schools Go Outside (GO) Grant
RALEIGH, NC (November 4, 2019) -- The NC Outdoor
Heritage Advisory Council (OHAC) is pleased to award a
NC Schools Go Outside (GO) Grant to Hudson Elementary School. They were able to go on their trip, Friday
November 1st.
Hudson Elementary Teacher, Jennifer Phillips said before going on their trip, “Hudson Elementary Fifth
Grade Teachers were delighted to learn that we were
being awarded $1,250 through the North Carolina Go
Outdoors Grant to help fund our trip to Blue Ridge
YMCA. This grant will afford our students the opportunity to experience nature and the great outdoors while
extending classroom learning. Students will learn basic
archery shooting and scoring techniques, hike in the
beautiful NC outdoors, learn about predator/prey relationships, participate in team building activities and explore the mountain streams to discover aquatic creatures in their natural habitat. Field trips enrich the lives
of our students and give them experiences that they will
carry through-out their lives”.
She added, “We want to extend a heartfelt ‘thank-you’ to
the NC Outdoor Heritage Advisory Council for taking
the time to consider and fund our grant proposal. In addition, we want to thank, Senator Warren Daniel for
calling to share the wonderful news of our grant request
being funded. This grant award is a true blessing.”
NC Senator Warren Daniel remarked, “It was an honor
to let Hudson Elementary know they were awarded the
GO Grant. It is important for our students to be able to
have hands-on learning that adds to their educational
experiences. They certainly deserve this grant and I look
forward to hearing all about their activities.”
OHAC Executive Director Justin Burr said, “We love
awarding grants to schools that are taking students outdoors to learn and have experiences with outdoor activities for possibly the first time. We understand that funding is often the largest barrier to getting students outdoors, so we are pleased to be able to give $1,250 to
Hudson Elementary School to help offset some of the
costs of their trip.”
The NC Outdoor Heritage Advisory Council established
the NC Schools Go Outside (GO) Grants earlier this
year. GO Grants are $250 to $2,500 grants that will be
provided to access field study locations and assist with
other expenditures that result from taking students outdoors.
Qualifying for a GO Grant requires instructors demonstrate how the experience will address topics currently
being taught in class and furthers the Outdoor Heritage
Advisory Council's mission.

For more information, contact Olivia Baumann at
984.222.9963 or olivia.baumann@nc.gov.
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CCC&TI Lineman Completion Ceremony, SECU Scholarship
HUDSON, NC (November 7, 2019) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute celebrated a new class
of Electrical Linemen with a completion ceremony on Tuesday, Nov. 5 at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center in Lenoir.
Front row, left to right, Instructor Marty Walker (standing), Bryson Ledford of Newton, Blake Ledford of Taylorsville, Nathanael King of Morganton, Zachary Hood of Lenoir, Chris Hefner of Hickory, Joshua Davidson of Hudson
and Larry Clark of Rhodhiss; Second row, left to right, Instructor Kim Sluder, Instructor Steve Stilwell, Brycen
Young of Hickory, Dustin Ward of Hudson, Shelbe’a Smith of Taylorsville, Gant Smith of Lenoir, Dallas Newton of
Connelly Springs, Jacob Myers of Taylorsville, Instructor Tyler Rogers and Instructor Dean Ford.
During CCC&TI recent Electrical Lineman completion ceremony at the J.E. Broyhill Civic Center in Lenoir, a student was presented with the State Employees’ Credit Union Bridge to Career Scholarship to help cover the cost of
his training. The State Employees’ Credit Union Foundation established the Bridge to Career Program to help eliminate barriers for students seeking to earn state-regulated or industry-regonized credentials through the workforce
continuing education division of their local community college. Pictured, left to right, are student Larry Clark of
Rhodhiss and Bryan Johnson of the State Employees’ Credit Union.

Caldwell County Public Library Program Receives State Award
LENOIR, NC (November 12, 2019) -- The North Carolina Public Library Directors Association (NCPLDA) recently
selected Caldwell County Public Library’s Black History Month Celebration: Black Farmers in America program as
its top adult program for mid-sized public libraries.
Chosen for the award by library directors from around the state, the month-long program featured the traveling
photo exhibit, Distant Echoes: Black Farmers in America, by award-winning photojournalist, John Ficara. As a
compliment to the exhibit, the library hosted Rev. Richard Joyner, a pastor from Conetoe, North Carolina, who has
been working to provide healthy food to his community. The program also included a reading challenge and highlighted the seed library.
To carry-out the program, library staff worked with Caldwell County NAACP, Caldwell County Cooperative Extension, the Reginald F. Lewis Museum of Maryland African American History and Culture, Friends of the Library,
Lenoir Parks and Recreation, and Systel Business Solutions.
“When I came to Caldwell County from the Washington, D.C. Public Library three years ago, it was with the intention of cultivating an award-winning library system. We’ve done that. I’m proud of the staff and community that
supported this program. This is an excellent step in making Caldwell County Public Library a premier library in
North Carolina.”
Staff will receive the “2019 NCPLDA Award: Library Programming Award (Adult),” a first for Caldwell County Public Library, during the association’s annual winter meeting in Winston-Salem.

6

Thursday, November 14, 2019

Grandfather Mountain offers
‘Secret Season’ passes
LINVILLE, NC (November 11, 2019) -- The turn in the
temperature signals a new season on Grandfather
Mountain — and the return of a bargain allowing unlimited access to the park for six months.
The Secret Season Pass allows holders unlimited, sixmonth access to the park November 2019 through April
2020.
An individual Secret Season Pass costs $32 plus tax for
adults — less than the price of two regular tickets. A
child’s Secret Season Pass (ages 4 to 12) is $18 plus tax.
A group pass, good for up to six people traveling in the
same vehicle, sells for $90 plus tax and pays for itself on
the first visit.
The pass allows guests to experience the wonders of
Grandfather Mountain without the bustle of spring,
summer and fall.
“Whether your interest is snapping shots of snow-dusted
evergreens, sipping soup or hot cocoa from Mildred’s
Grill or just savoring the solitude, the Secret Season Pass
is the most affordable way to do it,” said Frank Ruggiero,
director of marketing and communications for the
Grandfather Mountain Stewardship Foundation, the
nonprofit organization that owns and operates the Linville, N.C., nature park.
Secret Season passes are now available at the Grandfather Mountain Entrance Gate and are valid through
April 30, 2019.
“Grandfather Mountain becomes a veritable winter wonderland during the colder months,” Ruggiero said.
“Rime ice coats the Mile High Swinging Bridge, the otters frolic on their frozen pond, and the mountain itself
feels extraordinarily peaceful.”
Grandfather Mountain is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day in winter, weather permitting, except Thanksgiving and Christmas. During times of inclement weather,
park opening is delayed until all roads and paths can be
cleared of snow and ice. As such, those planning a trip
are encouraged to contact the park’s entrance gate before visiting to confirm the day’s conditions.
The not-for-profit Grandfather Mountain Stewardship
Foundation strives to inspire conservation of the natural
world by helping guests explore, understand and value
the wonders of Grandfather Mountain. For more information,
call
800-468-7325,
or
visit
www.grandfather.com to plan a trip.

Thursday, November 14, 2019

7
We Buy, Sell & Trade Tues thru Fri 9 to 5 Sat 9 to 1

YESTERYEARS
Antiques & Collectibles

538 Central Street, Hudson, NC 28638
828.728.3161

yesteryearsantiq@bellsouth.net

www.yesteryears-antiques.com
Step Back In Time…Come Visit YESTERYEARS!!! 1000’s Of Items

Shop
Local

Hudson’s Finest Businesses...

Shop
Local

Vintage Café (Café & Bakery)

540 Central Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 728-3043 www.facebook.com/VintageCafeBakery

The Local Bean (Coffee shop)

536 Central Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 726-3888 www.facebook.com/thelocalbeanhudson

Blanca’s Cakes

534B Central Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 640-7701 www.facebook.com/blancas.cakes.3

State Farm Insurance

534A Central Street Suite A
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 728-5581 www.insuremeangel.com

Just Roll With It (Food, Wine & Beer)

107 Fairway Avenue
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 572-5588 www.facebook.com/justrollwithithudson

The Pink Gypsie Boutique

524 Central Main Street
Hudson, NC 28638
(828) 572-2808 www.facebook.com/thepinkgypsyboutique

Shop in downtown Hudson & support local!!!
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CCC&TI Radiography Director Chosen For
Educator Institute
HUDSON, NC (November 7, 2019) -- Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute Radiography Program Director Amber Edwards, MS.Ed. R.T.(R)(CT)
(ARRT), recently attended the American Society of Radiologic Technology (ASRT) Educator Institute in Albuquerque, N.M. Edwards was one of 15 selected nationwide out of more than 260 applicants to participate in
the opportunity, which included a 6-week online course
and the all-expenses paid in-person seminar from Oct.
23 to Oct. 25. The goal of the ASRT Educator Institute is
to prepare medical imaging and radiation therapy educators for classroom instruction by covering topics in
current principles of adult education, classroom management, curriculum design and technology. Edwards is
pictured with Craig St. George of ASRT at the event.
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Visit with us at our
New Location!!!

202 Harper Avenue NW ● Lenoir, NC 28645
(Crossroad Shopping Center)
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GRANITE DRUG CENTER
21 Falls Avenue
Granite Falls, NC 28630
(828) 396-2144

Largest Independent Drug
Store In
North Carolina

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN SERVICE
(828) 396-7820

Now offering free deliveries
for prescriptions
Immunizations including
Flu Shots
Medicare Part D Open
Enrollment from 10/15
to 12/7...Let us help
Call us for more details

Stop in and visit with us!
Our Christmas Merchandise is on display...

We Fill
Propane
Tanks

Chainsaws, Trimmers, Blowers and more

Chainsaws, Trimmers, Blowers and more

We have a huge selection of space heaters!!!
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What is truth? by Dan Rundquist
SPECIAL TO THE CALDWELL JOURNAL (November 4, 2019) -- I have been told many times by many different
people over the years that “perception is reality.” It is untrue. Those who continue to repeat and believe this falsehood of are either intellectually lazy or dishonest deviants with nefarious objectives, be they political motivations
or other. Look no further than the ridiculous manufactured “impeachment” drama carrying on in Washington, DC
these days. I hate to have to admit it, but that circus was to be expected. But the struggle to know and adhere to
truth is not a new one.
What exactly is truth? That’s an excellent question, and one that has been an issue in times past. Although truth
should be a result of examining facts in their proper context, even Pontius Pilate himself was not so sure that he
knew what the truth was between the testimony of Jesus Christ and the charges that the Jews had brought against
Him. Pilate, of course, was in the position of being able to make “true” whatever he wanted to be true at the moment, and the perception of the Jews that the Lord was a threat might have been enough for Pilate. A high government official, a Prefect, he could either declare Christ innocent and set him free or condemn him…or make the
Jewish community decide. Pilate’s truth ended up being whatever he needed it to be in order to absolve himself of
the blood of an innocent man.
We can fast-forward the timeline of history to North America on July 4, 1776. America’s Founders were not at all
like Pilate. After suffering decades of injustices, abuses, and suppression by the King of England, they were all too
certain about truth when they unanimously agreed:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. — That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, - That
whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in
such form, as to them shall seem most likely to affect their Safety and Happiness.”
These “truths” were so obvious to the generations alive in 1776 that the Founders declared them to be “selfevident.” These were clear to all without much debate about it. How refreshing to read in an age where today mere
personal opinions, political agendas, so-called “scientist consensus,” and endless public slander now pass for
“truth.”
Indeed, in America today, we now face the same question as Pilate did; “What is truth?” In spite of clear facts, we
have an entire generation of young adults who have little idea what the truth actually is. They certainly are not being taught much in the way of facts in our government-run public schools, and this is no accident. The proper
maintenance of our independent representative republic form of government relies upon an informed electorate—
the very thing that enemies of America have aimed to eliminate. They are creating their own “truth,” hence the
need for the mantra, “perception is reality.”
There is a danger in accepting this mantra at all. Just to illustrate the absurdity of the statement we might ask;
when we go to the movies we watch characters and events that are purely fiction, and yet, what would happen if we
all left the theater with the stupid idea that “perception is reality” and concluded that any number of things we just
“perceived” on the screen was true? That film, “Snakes on a Plane” might make everyone terrified to fly.
More to the actual point, once Americans are totally separated from any concept of facts leading to truth, we become desensitized to the very need for truth. Truth becomes distant and elusive and is instead replaced by whatever the loudest and constant voices cry out. In this way we are both trained to ignore truth and to accept things as
truth that certainly are not so. What are some of these non-truths that we are expected to accept today? Here are a
few popular ones regarding economy, culture, science, and religion:
» America’s $22,000,000,000,000+ public debt is no big deal.
» There are over 700 different human genders.
» Man-made Global warming is real, is ruining the planet, and can be fixed with American tax dollars.
» The practice of Christianity is subject to our personal preferences.
In America, we are yet still free to have a choice what we believe, whether truth or not; we must exercise that right
today. In all these things, the effort to promote truth over fraudulent “perceptions” will not be easy. In fact, it will
seem quite impossible, certainly uncomfortable - for power generally gives up nothing without a demand. It is the
responsibility of Americans to consider the folly of the present state of those who would promote falsehoods to our
children and gather the courage and fortitude to act in a manner that corrects the conversation to what should be
“self-evident” truths.
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Caldwell Hospice Appreciation Gospel Jamboree
LENOIR, NC (November 7, 2019) -- The Caldwell Hospice Appreciation Gospel Jamboree is an opportunity for our
community to show appreciation to Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care for the care they have provided for over
37 years, and to partner with them to ensure that care continues regardless of ability to pay. The community is invited to the free concert on Saturday, November 16, 2019, 7pm, at Lenoir Community Church, 1002 Lower Creek
Drive NE, Lenoir, NC.
Performers include Greater Vision and High Time Quartet. Greater Vision has established a firm place at the pinnacle of Christian music and have become the most awarded trio in the history of Gospel music. High Time Quartet
is a new and upcoming group to the Southern Gospel scene based out of Hudson, NC.
A program book to promote the event has been published and includes ads purchased by local companies, organizations, and individuals to sponsor the event. There will be no admission to attend the Gospel Jamboree, but donations will be accepted.
“Thanks so very much to everyone who has had a part in making this event successful,” said Danny Hendrix, event
organizer. “Proceeds will go to Caldwell Hospice to help continue the wonderful work they do, including caring for
those who are unable to pay for their services.”
In 2018-19, Caldwell Hospice provided $1,312,886 in patient care for which there was no reimbursement.
“Once again, we at Caldwell Hospice are amazed at the support of our community,” said Caldwell Hospice CEO
Cathy Swanson. “This event is a labor of love for all involved, and we want you—the organizers, performers, program sponsors and the community who attends—to know how much we appreciate all that you do for us, our patients and families.”
“While many areas are losing their not-for-profit local hospice, ours has stayed strong, and you and your support
are the reason,” continued Swanson. “Caldwell Hospice provides care for all who need and desire our help, regardless of ability to pay. It is a commitment the founders of the organization made in the earliest beginnings of our
work, and it is that commitment to service as a ministry that sustains us even today and into the future.”
Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care, the only not-for-profit hospice care provider in Caldwell County, provides
expanded resources for you and your family. Referrals for palliative and hospice care may be made by the patients
themselves, family members, friends, clergy, or physicians.
For more information about Caldwell Hospice and Palliative Care call 828.754.0101, visit
www.caldwellhospice.org, or follow on Facebook.

Western Piedmont Symphony Presents Holiday Pops!
HICKORY, NC (November 13, 2019) -- Kick off the holiday season once again with Western Piedmont Symphony's
Holiday Pops! Under the direction of Music Director and Conductor, Matthew Troy, the award-winning Western
Piedmont Symphony will perform many of your holiday favorites, including selections from The Nutcracker, Sleigh
Ride and many more. There will be two opportunities to catch this concert on Saturday, November 23, 2019; at 3
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Both concerts will be held in the Drendel Auditorium on the SALT Block.
This performance will feature Soprano Megan Cleaveland, whose work with Opera Carolina has received critical
acclaim. In addition, students from Hickory Ballet & Performing Arts will immerse the audience with dance. And,
of course, Santa Claus would not miss celebrating this wonderful season with the Symphony. Holiday concessions
will also be available.
An Instrument Petting Zoo, where kids can get an up-close look at symphony instruments, will be held at 2:00 p.m.
in the Moretz Boardroom before the concert.
Ticket prices are $20/Adult. One child will be admitted FREE with each paying adult. For more information and to
purchase tickets please visit WPSymphony.org/Tickets; the WPS Box Office from 10a.m. – 4p.m. (M-F); email info@wpsymphony.org, or call 828.324.8603. Get your tickets now for this wonderful event for the whole family!
Western Piedmont Symphony is a grant recipient of the North Carolina Arts Council and a funded affiliate of the
United Arts Council of Catawba County. Business offices are located on the SALT Block at 243 Third Avenue NE,
Hickory. Office hours are 10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Visit the Symphony’s website at www.wpsymphony.org or
contact them at 828.324.8603 or info@wpsymphony.org.
North Catawba Baptist Church will hold a craft sale, breakfast, and lunch on Saturday, November 23 from
8:00am to 2:00pm. Proceeds will go for the Lottie Moon International Missions Offering. There will be handmade
craft items, decorated wreaths, baked good, and home canned goods. A hearty country breakfast will be available
for sale beginning at 8am and lunch consisting of soup and grilled cheese sandwiches will be available at 11:30am.
The church is located at 1596 North Catawba Church Avenue.
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Update on New Caldwell County
Animal Control Facility
LENOIR, NC (November 8, 2019) -- Caldwell County is
in the process of finalizing plans for a new animal control facility. The facility will be built on the Caldwell
County Governmental Campus located in the 2300 block
of Morganton Boulevard in Lenoir on property already
owned by the county.
As currently proposed, the new facility would potentially
double the county’s capacity to house animals and provide more space for quality animal care. Plans call for
animal acquaintance rooms, cat play rooms, an adoption
and exercise courtyard, an education room, and a larger
livestock pasture.
Once county officials sign off on the plans, they will go
back to the architect for blueprints before the bidding
process can begin.

CCC&TI Exhibition
at the Caldwell Arts Council
LENOIR, NC (November 13, 2019) -- The Caldwell Arts
Council in Lenoir, North Carolina, will host Community:
Work by CCC&TI Faculty, Students, and Alumni. The
exhibition will feature over 40 artists involved in Caldwell Community College and Technical Institute’s Associate of Fine Arts Program. The work will include painting, drawing, printmaking, collage, digital media, sculpture, and ceramics. This fantastic exhibition will open on
Friday, November 22 from 5 to 7 pm at The Caldwell
Arts Council, 601 College Ave SW, Lenoir, NC 28645.
This exhibition continues through January 3, 2020 with
some holiday closures. The exhibit was made possible by
the support of CCC&TI, its foundation, the Linda C. Waters Art Fund, and the AFA Visual Arts Program.
The Caldwell Arts Council is open free to the public
Tuesday-Friday 9 am to 5pm and Saturday 10 am – 2
pm. For more information, call 828-754-2486 or visit
the website www.caldwellarts.com.

Upcoming Events at the Caldwell Heritage Museum
LENOIR, NC (November 11, 2019) -- Please join us at the upcoming events, hosted by Caldwell Heritage Museum.
We'd love to see you there.
Wednesday, 20 November @ 10:00 a.m. - Coffee With the Director - Judge Beverly Beal is the speaker. A press release will be coming soon. Doughnuts/pastries and coffee provided. A $5 donation is requested to help support the
Museum's day to day operations.
Thursday, 21 November @ 7:00 p.m. - Charlotte Corbin Barnes will discuss her latest book, "Dooley!" A press release is attached below.
Saturday, 14 December - 11:30 & 1:30 - Christmas Tea - Tickets are $25 and are on sale at the Museum or from
Board members after 21 November. If you wish to purchase those now, you may do so now during Museum business hours. Guests will be able to partake of delectable sweet and savory foods, entertained by sounds of the season, and take their teacups and saucers home with them afterwards. Seating is limited so get your tickets now. Proceeds support the day to day operations of the Museum.
Union Grove Baptist Church will have the Whisnants and the Mark Trammel Quartet in concert on Sunday,
November 24 at 6:00pm. Everyone is invited! Call 728-2221 if additional information is needed. The church is located at 1808 Union Grove Road, Lenoir.
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